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.Thy  Tongue  imagineth  Wickednefs,  and  with  Lies  thou  cutteft  like 
a  lharp  Razor.  '  £  5 

»Thou  haft  loved  Unrighteoufnefs  more  than  Goodnefs,  and  to  talk 
of  Liet  more  than  Righteoufnefs. 

Thou  haft  loved  to  fpeak  altvWords  that  may  do  hurt,  0  thou  falfc 
T wgue  ! 

Psalm  52.  Ver,  3,  4,  5. 


Ambubaiarum  collegia,  pharmacopolae, 
Mendici,  mimse,  balatrones;  hoc  genus  omne 
Maeftum  et  follicitum  eft,— — 

Hor.  Sat.  3. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Th  E  following  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Grattan's 
Addrefs,  was  written  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1797,  and  in  January  1798  it  was 
fent  to  London  for  publication :  by  feveral 
unforefeen  accidents  the  publication  was  im- 
peded, and  the  Author  did  not  get  back  his 
Manufcript  'till  the  beginning  of  May  1798. 
Since  that  time,  and  whilft  it  was  printing 
in  this  City,  the  Banditti,  ftiling  themfelves 
United  Irijhmen,  have  broken  out  into  open 
Rebellion  throughout  the  province  of  Lein- 
fter,  and  have  committed  the  moft  barba- 
rous ravages.    That  Rebellion  ftill  rages  in 
the  heart  of  the   Country,   and  Murder 
and  Robbery  no  longer  conceal  themfelves 
under  the  veil  of  night,    but  ftalk  forth 
hideous  and  formidable  in  the  face  of  day. 
The  Author  thinks  this  advertifement  as  to 
the  time  of  writing  the  following  fheets  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  explanation  of  fome  paflages 
contained  in  them^ 

DUBLIN, 

June  16th  f  1798* 
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TO  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

HENRY  GRATTAN. 


At  the  clofe  of  your  parliamentary  exiftence ; 
the  diffolution  of  the  late  parliament  of  Ireland, 
you  have  thought  fit  to  publifh  a  letter,  addrefled 
to  your  fellow  citizens  of  Dublin,  fluffed  with 
invectives  which  I  have  heard  you  utter  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  at  the  commencement  of 
three  feflions  of  that  parliament ;  and  prophetick 
denunciations  of  impending  deftruclion  againft 
all  your  political  adverfaries,  that  is,  every  Pro- 
teftant  gentleman,  of  fenfe,  honor,  and  fpirit,  in 
the  kingdom,  and  every  true  friend  of  the  con- 
ftitution  in  church  and  ftate.  This  conflitution 
too  you  have  endeavoured  to  vilify  and  traduce 
with  peculiar  acrimony  and  malignity,  and  have 
exerted  all  the  talent  you  poffefs  to  irritate  and 
inflame  the  lower  order  of  the  people  to  refiftance 
againft  lawful  authority,  and  excite  them  to  maf- 
facre  and  rebellion  ;  thus,  in  your  laft  agonies  of 
difappointed  ambition,  imitating  the  impious  and 


expiring 
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expiring  tyrant  in  the  cataftrophe  of  a  tragedy, 
whom  the  poet  generally  paints  as  expending  his 
lad  breath  in  blafphemy,  curfes,  and  execrations. 

As  you  have  addrefled  this  letter  to  your  fel- 
low citizens  of  Dublin,  and  as  feveral  poiitions  in 
it  might  gain  fome  credit,  (at  leaft  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, where  it  has  been  publiflied,  and  induftri- 
oufly  circulated)  from  the  audacity  of  the  publi- 
cation, people  ignorant  of  the  facts  generally 
thinking  that  no  man  of  any  character  would 
venture  to  vouch  the  truth  of  pofitions  under  his 
fignature,  if  they  were  utterly  groundlefs ;  and 
as  I  have  the  honor  of  being  a  freeman  and  a 
freeholder  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  therefore 
one  of  thofe  whom  you  have  addrefled,  I  have 
taken  up  my  pen  to  anfwer  your  letter,  to  detect 
your  falfehoods,  toexpofeyour  miftatements,  to 
pluck  off  your  mafk  of  patriotifm  and  public  fpi- 
rit,  and  unveil  to  the  world  your  projects  and 
defigns,  in  all  their  natural  deformity. 

As  in  your  letter  you  have  abandoned  all  de- 
cency, and  indulged,  what  appears  from  your  con- 
usant practice  a  natural  propenfity,  in  all  kinds  of 
the  mod  favage  abufe  of  every  thing  which  muft 
be  held  reverend  and  refpectable  in  a  ftate  whilft 
it  has  exifcence,  and  have  even  out-pained  Paine ; 
it  is  impofiible,  in  anfwering  it,  ftricUy  to  adhere 
to  all  the  rules  of  politenefs,  to  which  every  de- 
cent writer  is  entitled  from  his  antagonift.  No 
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man  wreftles  with  a  fweep- chimney  without  foil 
from  his  foot ;  however,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  keep 
myfelf  as  uncontaminated  as  poflible  in  the  con- 
teft,  though  my  adverfary  be  armed,  as  Doctor 
Bently  is  reprefented  to  be  in  the  Battle  of  the 
Books,  that  is,  wielding  with  one  hand  a  flail, 
and  with  the  other  a  pot  of  ordure. 

You  begin  your  letter  by  ftating,  "  That  you 
"  have  found  the  citizens  of  Dublin  gracious 
<c  matters,  and  they  have  found  in  you  an  un- 
"  profitable  fervant ;  but  that  fo  long  as  the  pre- 
"  fent  reprefentation  in  the  Common's  Houfe 
cc  continues,  fo  long  muft  you  refpectfully  decline 
"  the  foliciting  at  their  hands  a  feat  in  that  af- 
"  fembly." 

The  firft  part  of  this  ftatement,  that  the  citi- 
zens of  Dublin  have  found  in  you  an  unprofit- 
able fervant,  is  very  true ;  but  it  does  not  exprefs 
the  whole  truth,  for  they  have  found  you  not 
only  an  unprofitable,  but  an  ungrateful,  difref- 
pectful,  and  mifchievous  fervant. 


"When  you  had  acquired  a  reputation  for  par-  Mr.  Grat- 
liamentary  ability  (confiderably  greater  than  you  ^Jifh^" 
deferved)  by  retailing  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  contempt 
Molyneaux's  State  of  Ireland,  and  Swift's  Drapiers 
letters,  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  ignorant  of  your  of  his  con- 
real  character,  returned  you  as  one  of  their  repre-  [j^^' 
fentatives  in  the  laft  parliament,  without  expence  zens  of 
B  i  t0  Dublin. 
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to  you.  What  return  have  you  made  them  ?  As 
foon  as  you  had  difclofed  your  dangerous  project 
of  fubverting  the  religious  eftablifhment  of  the 
country,  and  fubftituting  popery  in  its  ftead,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  granting  equality  of  civil 
privileges  to  all  defcriptions  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 
jecls  (the  very  mafk  afTumed  by  King  James  the 
fecond,  when  engaged  in  the  execution  of  a  fimilar 
project.),  but  really  with  the  view  of  fmoothing 
your  way  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  civil  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  country,  (which  was  alfo  the  defign  of 
King  James)  ;  the  corporation  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  alarmed  at  fuch  conduct,  in  their  repre- 
fentative,  aftembled  and  drew  up  an  addrefs  to 
you,  containing  inftructions  for  your  conduct  in 
parliament  relative  to  the  claims  of  theRomanifts, 
as  contained  in  an  acrimonious  libel  on  the  Pro- 
teftantsof  this  kingdom  in  the  form  of  a  petition, 
drawn  up  by  a  Romifli  convention  ;  and  they  di- 
rected you,  their  reprefentative,  to  oppofe  in  par- 
liament any  further  extenfion  of  civil  privileges 
to  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  as  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  they  being  already  in  poffeflion  of  every 
privilege  neceffary  to  fecure  their  liberties  civil 
and  religious,  their  lives  and  properties. 

When  this  addrefs  was  prefented  to  you,  you 
rejected  the  inftructions  of  your  conftituents  with 
a  degree  of  arrogance  and  contempt,  perhaps, 
peculiar  to  you  ;  and  while  that  parliament  con- 
tinued, your  efforts  to  fubvert  the  conftitution  in 
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church  and  ftate,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament, 
were  violent  and  unremitting :  you  affembled 
Romifti  conventions  and  committees ;  you  fup- 
ported  on  every  occafion  in  parliament  the  Ro- 
mifli demands  of  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  ef- 
tablifhment ;  you  reprobated  all  the  laws  made  in 
this  kingdom  for  the  fecurity  of  the  ftate  againft 
the  plots,  machinations,  and  rebellions  of  the  Ro- 
manifts  fince  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  ;  as  the  mod  effectual  way  of  rooting 
out  the  Proteftant  religion  in  this  kingdom. 


You  had  before  this  commenced  your  attack  up-  ^r  Qrat. 
on  it  by  a  declamation  in  parliament  againft  tithes,  ^an  rq?r°- 
the  fcanty  maintenance  of  the  Proteftant  parochial  tithes>  as  a 
clergy  it  is  well  known,  that  the  parochial  clergy  in  prelude  to 
this  kingdom  do  not  receive  one  fifth  part  of  the tempttq 
tithes  to  which  they  are  juftly  entitled,  and  that  Subvert 
they  cannot  obtain  that  fifth  without  great  diffi-  rotei" 
culty  :  Yet  to  deprive  them  even  of  this  pittance,  Church 
and  thereby  to  reduce  them  to  abfolute  beggary,  ^t^in" 
you  pronounced  a  philippick  in  the  Houfe  of  Com-  Ireland, 
mons  againft  them,  in  which  you  vomited  forth 
all  the  falfehoods  and  calumnies  which  you  could 
collect  from  every  libel  againft  tithes  fince  the 
publication  of  the  pretended  iiiftory  of  Tithes  by 
Selden  ;  which,  as  well  as  its  offspring  the  fwarm 
of  falfe  and  malicious  publications  againft  tithes 
by  all  the  hives  of  political  wafps  and  hornets, 
the  diffenters  of  various  denominations,  after- 
wards 
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wards  printed,  have  been  long  fince  fully  and  ablj 
refuted  and  expofed  by  Montague,  Tyldelley, 
Leflie,  Comber,  and  many  other  learned  writers. 
The  materials  of  this  pretended  hiftory,  particu- 
larly that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  Jewifh  anti- 
quities, Selden  himfelf  chiefly  ftole  from  Jofeph 
Scaliger,  as  he  did  the  materials  of  many  others 
of  his  writings,  though  his  literary  vanity  pre- 
vented him  from  acknowledging  his  plagiarifm, 
and  though  he  lived  to  repent  and  be  afhamed  of 
his  pretended  hiftory. 

This  Pandora's  box  you  farther  enriched  with 
all  the  fcandalous  ftories  refpecling  the  lrifh  Pro- 
teftant  clergy,  no  matter  whether  true  or  falfe, 
which  you  could  poftibly  collect,  or  which  could 
be  collected  for  you  by  a  Romifli  fryar,  the  com- 
panion of  your  Attick  evenings,  who  had  himfelf 
publimed  a  virulent  pamphlet  againft  the  payment 
of  tithes  to  the  Proteftant  clergy  of  Ireland,  re- 
markable only  for  its  petulance,  ignorance,  vul- 
garity and  falfehood. 

This  fpeech  has  been  printed  with  your  name 
prefixed  to  it,  and  you  have  not  difowned  the 
publication  :  I  did  not  indeed  hear  you  pronounce 
it ;  but  I  have  read  it.  The  fryar's  performance 
is  fomewhat  inferior  to  the  fpeech  in  point  of 
ftile,  but  infinitely  inferior  in  falfehood  and  ma- 
lignity. 


Your 
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Your  proceedings  in  this  point  were  exactly  fi- 
milar  to  thofe  of  the  French  jacobins,  who  com- 
menced their  career  for  the  general  fubverfion  of 
all  orders  of  the  ftate,  by  the  abolition  of  tithes, 
and  the  daughter  and  extermination  of  their  ef- 
tablifhed  clergy. 

Thus  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  inftructions 
of  your  conftuuents,  the  Proteftant  citizens  of 
Dublin,  (for  Romanifts,  at  the  time  when  you 
were  elected  reprefentative  for  the  City  of  Dub- 
lin, were  excluded  from  the  elective  franchife) 
your  conduct  in  parliament  has  been,  and  is  di- 
ametrically oppofite  to  your  own  often-repeated 
doctrine,  "  That  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
"  are  bound  in  duty  to  purfue  the  inftructions  of 
"  their  conftituents  ;  and  that  in  acting  otherwrfe 
"  they  betray  their  delegated  truA:."  To  put 
this  your  unfaithful  conduct  in  fo  clear  a  point 
of  view  as  to  preclude  you  and  your  pitiful  fac- 
tion from  any  defence,  I  mall  ftate  one  or  two 
other  facts  fo  notorious  that  they  cannot  be 
denied. 

The  corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council,  met  in 
a  poft  aflembly  in  September,  1792,  and  without 
one  diflentient  voice  agreed  on  a  letter  which  they 
caufed  to  be  fent  to  all  magistrates,  corporations, 
and  members  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  iu  Ire- 
land.   This  letter,  in  a  very  clear,  concife,  and 

nervous 


C    8  ) 


nervous  manner,  expreffed  the  decided  difappro- 
bation  of  this  the  firft  corporation  in  the  king- 
dom, of  the  claims  of  the  Irifh  Romanics  to  any 
other  privileges  and  advantages  than  thofe  which 
they  then  enjoyed.  It  ftated,  that  the  Irifti  Ro- 
manifts  ought  to  be  contented  with  what  they 
then  enjoyed ;  that  is,  "  The  moft  perfect  tole- 
"  ration  of  their  religion,  the  fulleft  fecurity  of 
"  their  property,  and  the  moft  compleat  perfonal 
<c  liberty and  that  they  ought  not  then,  nor 
at  any  other  time,  to  attempt  any  interference  in 
the  government  of  the  kingdom,  as  fuch  interfe- 
rence would  be  incompatible  with  the  Proieftant 
afcendancy,  (^a  term  coined  by  you  at  a  former  pe- 
riod, when  you  declared  your  determination  to 
fupport  it) ;  and  then  the  letter  defined  the  pre- 
cife  meaning  of  the  words  Proteftant  afcendancy  in 
the  following  terms : 

A  Proteftant  King  of  Ireland ; 

A  Proteftant  Parliament ; 

A  Proteftant  Hierarchy ; 

Proteftant  Electors  and  Government ; 

The  Benches  of  Juftice, 
The  Army,  and  the  Revenue,  through  all  their 

branches  and  details,  Proteftant ; 
And  this  fyftem  fupported  by  a  connexion  with 

the  Proteftant  Realm  of  Great  Britain. 

In  this  definition,  the  corporation  of  Dublin 
adhered  fcrupuloufly  to  the  laws  of  the  land, 

which 
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which  laws  reftricted  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
enumerated  offices  and  privileges  to  Proteftants 
only. 

At  the  very  commencement  of  the  feffion  of 
parliament  which  followed  the  publication  of  this 
decifive  declaration  of  your  conftituents  againft 
the  claims  of  the  Romanics,  you  not  only  fup- 
ported  their  claims  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
with  the  utmoft  vehemence ;  but  you  treated 
your  conftituents  with  great  contumely  and  dif- 
dain  ;  you  even  attempted  ridicule  on  the  occa- 
fion,  invito,  Minerva!  ridicule  is  not  your  ta- 
lent ;  when  you  could  not  argue  againfl  the  letter 
of  the  corporation,  you  ftrove  to  be  witty  upon 
it ;  and  with  that  view  you  purloined  a  wretched 
witticifm  from  a  paftoral  letter  of  the  Irifti  Apoftle 
of  popery,  the  late  Mr.  Edmund  Burke.  You 
eflayed  a  laugh  ;  you  could  not  excite  even  a  fmile 
in  the  audience  ;  but  your  conftituents  were  juftly 
enraged  at  this  glaring  breach  of  the  truft  they 
had  committed  to  you,  and  this  publick  defiance 
of  their  inftrucHons  on  a  point  in  which  their 
deareft  interefts,  the  fecurity  of  their  lives  and 
property,  were  concerned. 

After  this  faithful  detail  of  your  conduct  in  par- 
liament as  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  City 
of  Dublin,  is  it  poflible  for  imagination  to  con- 
ceive any  impudence  fo  confummate  as  yours  in 
the  very  exordium  of  your  addrefs  ?  You  admit 

the 
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the  citizens  of  Dublin  to  have  been  your  maf- 
ters  while  you  remained  one  of  their  reprefenta- 
tives,  and  gracious  mqfters,  and  yourfelf  to  have 
been  their  fervant  ;  and  yet  your  conduct  in  par- 
liament was  one  continued  feries  of  active  and  de- 
termined hoftility  againft  them  and  their  deareft 
interefts ;  flighting,  ridiculing,  and  reprobating 
their  inductions,  and  exerting  on  all  occafions 
the  moft  indefatigable  induftry  to  find  out  ways 
and  means  to  break  and  defeat  the  truft  they  had 
repcfed  in  you  :  yet  thefe  are  the  very  perfons 
whom  you  prefume  to  addrefs  in  the  ftile  of  an 
humble  fervant,  who  had  ufed  his  beft  endeavours 
to  execute  with  fidelity  the  fervice  in  which  they 
had  employed  him ! 

Mr.  Grat-  As  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  exordium  of  your 
ed  t0  0ffer  letter,  in  which,  with  the  affectation  of  modefty, 
himfelf  a  fuggefted  only  by  the  extremity  of  affurance  and 
to^tmt-^  c^eccit?  y°u  beg  leave  to  decline  the  honor  of  foli- 
fent  the  citing  at  the  hands  of  your  fellow  citizens  of 
Dublin1  in  Dublin  a  feat  in  parliament  fo  long  as  the  prefent 
theprefent  ftate  of  reprcfentation  in  the  Commons  Ifoufe 
^gnJafrom  continues,  you  certainly  never  wrote  it  ffhame- 
a certainty  lefs  as  you  are)  with  a  view  to  its  gaining  credit 
of  rejecli-jjj  ^  Q'n  0f  £)uk]in  .  yOU  mufl.  nave  written  it 
on.  u        '  m  7  J 

for  circulation  in  England.    Here  we  know  you 

too  well  ;  we  may  cry  out  to  you,  pete  peregri- 
nwn!  you  declined  foliciting  a  feat  in  parliament 
for  the  City  of  Dublin,  becaufe  you  well  knew, 
what  every  perfon  in  Dublin  knew ;  that  fuch 
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felicitation  would  not  fuccecd  ;  and  not  on  ac- 
count of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  in 
the  Commons  Houfe.  You  know,  and  we  all 
know,  that  the  Romanifts  have  not  yet  had  time, 
by  the  operation  of  the  acl  of  parliament  made  in 
their  favour  in  1793,  to  become  freemen  of  the 
City  of  Dublin,  and  that  all  the  freemen  are  yet 
Proteftants.  You  found,  on  infpeclion  into  the 
regifter,  that  flxty-eight  Roman  Catholicks  only 
had  been  regiftered  as  freeholders  in  the  County 
of  the  City  of  Dublin  ;  and  that  therefore  the 
Romanifts  could  give  you  but  a  very  feeble  fup- 
port  in  an  election  for  the  City  of  Dublin  :  You 
knew  at  the  fame  time,  as  we  all  know,  that  the 
whole  Proteftant  body  of  freemen  and  freehold- 
ers, incenfed  at  your  infidelity  and  arrogance, 
would  have  voted  for  any  man  in  the  community 
rather  than  for  you. 

When  I  fay  the  whole  Proteftant  body,  I  do 
not  mean  all  the  freemen  and  freeholders  who 
pafs  under  the  general  defcription  of  Proteftants, 
and  ufurp  that  title  when  it  ferves  their  intereft; 
I  know  there  are  feveral  perfons,  and  fome  of 
them  freemen  and  freeholders,  but  who,  (praife 
be  to  God  !)  are  few  in  number,  that  are  Atheifts, 
Deifts,  Jacobins,  Republicans,  and  United  Irifh- 
men.  Such  of  this  tribe,  I  admit,  as  are  free- 
men and  freeholders,  would  have  voted  for  you, 
Favet  ccgnatis  maculis,  fimllis  Fera  ;  but  their  whole 
number  is  infignificant  5  and,  joined  with  the  Ro- 
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manitt  freeholders,  they  would  not  have  amount- 
ed to  one-twentieth  part  of  the  electors  of  the 
city. 

Certainty  of  defeat  then,  it  is  notorious,  pre- 
vented you  from  (landing  as  a  candidate  for  the 
reprefentation  of  the  City  of  Dublin  in  the  prefent 
parliament ;  and  the  confequence  you  aflume,  and 
which  your  Jacobin  matters  in  England,  for  whom 
you  are  acting  the  honourable  part  of  matter  fire- 
worker in  Ireland,  endeavour  to  confer  on  you, 
by  infinuating  that  you  might  have  been  elected 
reprefentative  in  the  Irifh  commons  for  the  City 
of  Dublin,  if  you  would  have  done  the  city  the 
honour  to  offer  yourfelf  a  candidate  for  it,  is 
founded  in  fraud  and  deception  ;  the  bafelefs  vifi- 
on  flies  the  light  of  truth,  as  fpectres  vanifh  at  the 
dawn  of  day* 


Mr.  Grat-    ^  tne  prefent  ttate  of  the  reprefentation  in  the 
tan's  pro-Houfe  of  Commons  had  determined  you  not  to 
lofm°  \szf°^clt  (I  prefume  you  mean  not  to  accept  o/Jz  feat 
projefi  for in  that  houfe,  and  if  all  honed  men  who  wifh  to 
tion^of^ ~ferve  their  country  fhould,  as  you  infinuate,  alfo 
Ireland    decline  to  accept  of  feats  in  that  houfe,  and  if  it 
Britiih 6  ^e  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  liberty,  and 
Empire,   the  falvation  of  the  country,  as  you  maintain,  that 
a  reform  fhould  be  made  in  the  ttate  of  the  repre- 
fentation in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  pray,  by 
what  means  is  that  reform  to  be  effected  ? 


According 
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According  to  the  law  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  Eng- 
land for  ages  paft,  the  fole  right  of  enacting  new 
laws,  and  altering  thofe  already  eftablifhed,  is 
veiled  in  the  king,  lords,  and  commons ;  no  new 
law,  nor  alteration  of  the  prefent  laws,  can  be 
conftitutionally  effected,  but  by  the  joint  confent 
of  the  king,  lords  and  commons ;  and  if  all  thofe 
perfons  who  wifh  for  an  alteration  in  the  ftate  of 
the  reprefentation  of  the  commons  now  by  law 
eftablifhed,  whom  alone  you  allow  to  be  patriots 
defirous  of  the  falvation  of  their  country,  mall 
abdicate  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  leave  it  to 
be  filled  only  by  corrupt  men,  who  live  by  their 
Jlipendiary  i clients,  exercifed  in  what  you  ftile  the 
trade  of  parliament,  who  have  always  refifted  your 
fchemes  of  reform,  and  whofe  intereft  it  is  (by 
which  alone  they  are  guided,)  to  refiftall  reform 
in  the  reprefentation,  as  you  defcribe  them  ;  it  is 
plain  a  Houfe  of  Commons  fo  compofed  will  ne- 
ver vote  for  the  reform  you  defire ;  nor,  as  you 
ftate  it,  for  any  reform  in  the  prefent  reprefenta- 
tion of  the  commons  ;  and  that  therefore  no  re- 
form can  be  effected  by  the  conftitutional  power 
of  the  ftate  as  eftablifhed  for  ages. 

There  is  then  no  method  left,  according  to 
you,  to  effect  this  reform,  but  the  fubverfion  of 
the  prefent  conftitution  by  rebellion,  civil  war, 
maffacre,  and  fanguinary  revolution,  and  that  by 
the  only  means  of  carrying  fo  deftructive  a  plan 
into  execution,  the  introduction  of  a  French  army 

of 
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of  Jacobin  affarTins,  to  afiift  their  fellow  aflaflins 
here,  the  United  Irifhmen,  in  fhaking  off  the  in- 
fluence of  a  Britifh  Cabinet,  Hiled  by  you  a  fo- 
reign cabinet,  and  rendering  this  country  a  field 
of  battle  for  the  Englifh  and  French  nations ; 
and,  if  poflible,  tearing  it  for  ever  from  its  lifter 
ifland  ;  that  fuch  is,  and  for  fome  time  paft  has 
been,  your  real  fcheme,  it  is  eafy  to  prove  by  a 
limple  recital  of  fome  of  the  principal  manoeuvres 
in  your  political  career. 

Faffing  over  your  conftant  virulent  invectives 
fince  your  firft  entrance  into  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, againft  Great  Britain,  and  its  conduct  re- 
fpecting  Ireland  ;    your  perpetual  agitation  of 
every  circumftance  which  could,  even  in  the  re- 
moter!: degree,  create  jealoufy  between  the  two 
countries,  with  the  moft  acrimonious  exaggera- 
tion ;  your  reiterated  harangues,  tending  to  mew 
that  the  interefts  of  the  two  nations  are  incompa- 
tible, except  upon  fuch  terms  as  you  well  know 
Great  Britain,  confident  with  her  own  fafety,  or 
even  cxiftence  as  an  independent  nation  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  could  never  accede  to,  in 
which  you  have  always  ufcd  every  kind  of  decep- 
tion and  falfe  colouring,  that  the  furious  zeal  of 
a  defperate  projector  and  a  thorough  contempt 
of  candour  could  furnifh  ;  I  (hall  introduce  the 
proofs  of  your  project,  of  feparating  the  two 
countries  by  your  conduct  in  the  regency  bufi- 
nefs. 

Ireland, 
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Ireland,  after  its  conqueft  by  the  Englifli,  wasThecon- 
a  lordfhip,  and  a  feudal  appendage  to  the  crown  q 
of  England  ;  and  the  kings  of  England,  before  tan  in  the 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  ciehth.  were  fliled  lords,  regency 

j  |  .  *  -    .    °       '         ,      .„      ,  'bufincfs 

and  not  kings  or  Ireland;  and  the  liland  was  proves  his 
ftiled  the  land,  not  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  deflSn  t0 
That  monarch  created  it  a  kingdom,  and  fliled  inland 
hirnfelf  king,  and  not  lord,  of  Ireland;  but,  tofr°mthe 
prevent  any  idea  being  entertained,  that  Ireland,  E^pire. 
from  its  new  Mile  of  a  kingdom,  was  therefore  a 
a  dominion  feparated  from  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, and  that  the  feudal  annexation  of  it  to,  and 
dependance  upon,  the  imperial  crown  of  England 
was  thereby  in  any  manner  diftblved,  impaired, 
or  weakened,  it  was  declared,  by  feverai  ftatutes 
pafled  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  in  the  reign 
of  that  prince,  and  in  almoft  every  reign  fince, 
to  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  that  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  is  infeparably  annexed,  united,  and  belong- 
ing  to,  and  dependant  upon,  the  imperial  crown  of 
England  ;  and  that  whoever  is  king  of  England  is 
thereby,  ipfo  faclo,  king  cf  Ireland,  as  may  be  feen 
by  our  ftatute  book.  This  is  declared  to  be  the 
known  eftablifhed  law  of  the  land,  in  a  very  par- 
ticular manner,  by  the  Irifh  act  of  recognition  of 
king  William  and  queen  Mary,  in  the  fourth 
year  of  their  reign,  and  by  the  acl  pafled  in  the 
feventh  year  of  the  fame  reign,  declaring  the  pre- 
tended Romifh  parliament  aflembled  in  Dublin 
by  king  James  the  fecond,  after  his  abdication 

in 
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in  England,  an  unlawful  affembly  ;  and  none  of 
thefe  Irifh  ads  have  ever  been  repealed. 

Such  being  the  known  eftablifhed  law  of  Ire- 
land, what  was  your  conduct,  when  from  the 
fudden  indifpofition  of  our  moft  gracious  mo- 
narch, it  was  thought  neceflary  that  a  regent, 
that  is  a  perfon  to  exercife  the  kingly  office  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  that  publick  calamity,  or 
a  king  pro  tempore ,  fhould  be  appointed  ?  The  le- 
giflatures  of  the  two  countries  being  indepen- 
dent of  each  other,  except  in  all  cafes  which  re- 
fpected  fuch  their  union,  as  before  Hated  ;  and 
the  two  nations  having  no  legal  tye  to  bind  them 
together,  except  a  king  common  to  both,  which 
king,  by  the  known  law  of  Ireland,  was  always 
to  be  the  perfon  who  wore  the  imperial  crown  of 
England  ;  and  a  regent,  once  eftablifhed,  being 
(as  to  power  and  adminiftration)  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes  a  king,  and  in  pofTeffion  of  the 
crown,  you  immediately  fuggefted  in  the  Com- 
mons of  Ireland,  the  expediency  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  proceeding  to  the  nomination 
of  a  regent  for  Ireland,  without  waiting  for  the 
determination  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
in  that  particular,  and  you  fupported  the  pro- 
priety of  fuch  a  meafure  with  the  utmofl  zeal, 
grounding  the  expediency  of  reforting  to  this 
dangerous  experiment  on  fophiftical  arguments, 
deduced  from  the  independence  of  the  Irifli  legi- 
slature on  that  of  Great  Britain  j  arguing  againft 

the 
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the  known  eftablilhed  common  law  of  Ireland, 
declared  and  recognized  by  fo  many  Irifli  ftatutes  ; 
and  aflerting  an  unconftitutional  power  to  be 
lodged  in  the  Irifli  lords  and  commons,  of  abro- 
gating by  their  refolutions  the  known  law  thus 
declared  and  recognized  by  ftatutes ;  and  per- 
fuading  them,  that  they  had  a  right,  by  their 
votes,  to  nominate  a  regent,  that  is  a-  King  pro 
tempore,  for  Ireland,  notwithstanding  the  unre- 
pealed Irifli  law,  that  whoever  was  king  or  regent 
of  England,  was  ipfo  faclo  king  or  regent  of  Ire- 
land :  and  you  and  your  party  on  that  occafion. 
prevailed  on  a  majority  of  the  Irifh  lords  and 
commons,  led  aftray  by  your  fophiftry,  and  not 
aware  of  the  mifchief  of  the  precedent  they  were 
about  to  eftablifli,  to  nominate  and  elect  a  regent 
for  Ireland,  before  any  regent  of  the  Britifh  Em- 
pire was  nominated  in  England  ;  thus  prefenting 
to  the  Britifh  parliament  the  mortifying  and  dan- 
gerous alternative,  of  nominating  the  pretended 
regent  of  the  Irifli  crown,  regent  of  the  imperial 
crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  (and  thereby  in  fact  fur- 
rendering  to  the  Irifli  houfes  of  parliament  the 
right  of  nominating  a  regent  of  England)  :  or,  of 
compelling  obedience  in  Ireland  to  the  perfon  to 
be  nominated  regent  by  the  parliament  of  Bri- 
tain, by  a  Britifh  army  and  a  civil  war,  as  Eng- 
land was  under  the  necefiity  of  doing,  to  quell 
the  ufurpation  of  James  the  fecond  in  Ireland,  af- 
ter he  had  abdicated  the  crown  of  England  ;  thus 
cutting  afunder,  as  far  as  in  you  lay,  the  only 
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bond  which  bound  the  two  countries  together, 
and  laying  deep  the  foundation  of  future  conten- 
tion, llaughter,  and  civil  war ;  for  thofe  who 
have  aflumed  the  right  of  nominating  a  regent, 
will,  on  failure  of  ifTue  in  the  royal  line,  and  on 
other  contingencies,  affume  the  right  of  nominat- 
ing a  king,  or  of  changing  the  monarchical  go- 
vernment into  a  republican  ;  and  a  difference  of 
opinion  on  fuch  great  imperial  queftions  between 
the  two  nations  will  be  the  certain  parent  of  civil 
war,  and  perhaps  of  mutual  deftruction.    In  vain 
will -you  plead  in  excufe  or  extenuation,  that  the 
perfon  nominated  regent  in  Ireland  was  the  heir 
apparent  of  the  crown,  and  the  perfon  who,  it 
was  highly  probable,  or  even  certain,  would  be 
elected  regent  in  England ;  the  notorious  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  precedent 
authorizing,  and  as  it  were  inviting,  feparation 
of  the  two  countries,  your  own  exultation  on  the 
fuccefs  of  the  meafure,  and  your  repeated  tri- 
umphant expreflions  of  delight,  on  your  having 
eftablifhed  fuch  a  precedent ;  all  demonflrate  that 
your  favourite  project  is  feparation,  and  that  you 
would  have  preferred  the  nomination  of  any  other 
perfon  to  the  office  of  regent,  rather  than  the  heir 
apparent ;  had  you  not  been  convinced,  that  fuch 
was  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  the  parliament 
of  Ireland  to  the  prefent  royal  family,  that  the 
very  mention  of  any  perfon,  as  proper  to  fill  the 
office  of  regent,  other  than  the  illuftrious  prince 
who  was  nominated  on  that  occafion,  would  have 
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lnftantly  blafted  your  whole  defign ;  and  that 
great  perfonage,  when  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  he 
may  come  to  mount  the  throne  of  his  anceftors, 
will  find  but  little  caufe  to  be  obliged  to  you  for 
your  conduct,  in  the  affair  of  the  regency. 

If  any  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  your  defign  Mr.  Grat- 
to  feparate  the  two  countries,  to  which  all  your  digues" 
proceedings  tend,  though  you  fometimes  think  it  with  the 
neceffary  to  difavow  it,  the  rage  of  difappointed  f^j"1^ 
ambition  and  avarice  with  which  you  were  inflam-  to  effect  a 
ed  on  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  from  the  go-  fcPara«on 

&     of  Ireland 

vernment  of  this  country,  put  you  fo  much  off  from  the 
your  guard,  that  you  almoft  threw  away  tne£^p^ 
mafk ;  it  extorted  from  you  unequivocal  proofs 
of  your  dangerous  intentions.    It  is  here  necef- 
fary to  Mate  briefly  your  ^intrigues  with  the  Ro- 
manics of  Ireland. 


This  body,  about  two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  ifland  (and  not  three  fourths,  as  you  con- 
ftantly  ftate  when  you  intend  to  magnify  the 
prowefs  of  your  men  in  buckram)  is  compofed  of 
two  claffes  of  men,  the  defcendants  of  the  old  na- 
tive Irifh,  and  thofe  of  the  ancient  Englifh  colony 
fettled  in  Ireland  before  the  reign  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth. Thefe  two  claffes  were  inveterate  ene- 
mies to  each  other  until  the  year  1 641 ,  the  era  of 
the  barbarous  Romifh  maffacre,  when  the  civil 
diffenfions  in  England  encouraged  a  rebellion  in 
Ireland,  and  caufed  an  union  of  thefe  two  claffes ; 
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the  old  Englifli  colonifls  taking  up  arms  with  the 
view  of  re-eftablifhing  and  maintaining  the  Ro- 
mifh  religion  in  Ireland ;  the  native  Irifh  profef- 
ling  the  fame  view,  but  really  taking  arms  with 
the  defign  of  feparating  the  two  nations.  This 
union  between  the  two  claffes  has  ever  fince  con- 
tinued, and  has  fo  blended  them  together,  that 
they  may  now  be  faid  to  be  almoft  one  people  ; 
fave  that  in  the  defcendants  of  the  old  Englifh  co- 
lonifts  may  be  obferved  fomething  more  of  civi- 
lization, and  in  the  defcendants  of  the  old  native 
Irifh,  where  they  are  yet  unmixed  with  Englifh 
blood,  evident  remains  of  their  ancient  ferocity 
and  barbarifm.    At  the  time  of  the  firft  defcent 
of  the  Englifh  in  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  fecond,  the  country  was  in  a  favage  ftate ;  the 
natives  lived  in  clans  ujider  elective  chiefs,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  do  the  native  Indians  in  America. 
There  were  no  towns  nor  buildings  in  the  coun- 
try, except  at  the  mouths  of  rivers,  where  the 
Danes  and  other  northern  nations  had  bui't  fmall 
towns  or  factories,  for  the  purpofe  of  collecting 
fuch  commodities  for  exportation  as  countries, 
however  barbarous,  are  known  to  furnifh :  The 
Englifh  colonifts  poffeffed  themfelves  of,  and  fet- 
tled in,  fome  part  of  the  nation  oppofite  to  Bri- 
tain, and  a  conflant  predatory  and  defultory  war 
was  waged  between  thefe  colonies  and  the  favage 
natives  for  fome  centuries,  until  the  accefiion  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.    In  her  reign  the  Spanifh  mo- 
narch, then  the  mightieft  potentate  in  Europe, 
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defigning  to  fubjeft  England,  caft  his  eyes  on  Ire- 
land as  that  part  of  the  Britifti  dominion  which  it 
would  be  eafieft  to  fubjugate,  as  an  acquifition  the 
poileffion  of  which  would  facilitate,  or  rather  en- 
fure  his  fuccefs  againft  Great  Britain  ;  and  with 
this  view  he  furnifhed  the  native  Irifli  with  arms, 
ammunition,  and  officers;  fentan  army  twice  to 
their  afliftance,  and  rendered  them  fo  formidable, 
that  the  queen  found  it  neceflary  to  fend  great 
bodies  of  Englifli  troops  from  time  to  time  to  this 
country,  and  at  length  a  great  and  formidable 
army  (for  that  age),  confifting  of  twenty-two 
thoufand  men,  and  commanded  by  her  moft  fa- 
voured general.  She  at  length  compleated  the 
reduction  of  this  ifland,  but  died  before  {he  could 
reap  the  fruit  of  her  conqueft.  Her  fucceffor, 
King  James  the  firft,  fent  numerous  colonies  of 
induftrious  Englifli  and  Scotch  into  this  king- 
dom, received  the  native  Irifh  into  the  mafs  of 
his  fubjects,  extended  the  Englifli  laws  and  civili- 
zation over  the  whole  nation,  and  encouraged  in- 
duftry,  manufactures,  and  population ;  yet  the 
natives,  wedded  to  their  barbarous  cuftoms,  ab- 
horred their  conquerors,  and  in  two  fubfequent 
rebellions,  one  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft, 
the  other  in  that  of  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary,  endeavoured  to  fever  this  nation  from  Bri- 
tain ;  and  the  mafs  of  Irifh  Romanifts  at  this  day, 
particularly  that  part  of  it  which  is  compofed  of 
the  native  Irifli  finfinitely  the  moft  numerous)  fo 
deteft  the  Englifli  nation,  that  it  may  be  aflerted 
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with  great  probability,  they  continue  Romanifts 
more  from  hatred  to  the  Englifti,  who  are  Pro- 
teftants,  than  from  any  conviction  of  the  truth 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  doctrines,  as  diftinguiftied 
from  thofe  of  the  Proteftants ;  for  they  are  in  ge- 
neral the  loweft  order  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, and  very  ignorant.  One  thing  is  certain, 
that  they  account  every  Proteftant  in  the  coun- 
try, even  though  defcended  from  their  own  fepts, 
an  Englimman  ;  and  that  they  have  but  one  word 
In  their  language  to  fignify  Englimman  and  Pro- 
teftant, to  wit,  Sa/bnagh. 

When  you  firft  entertained  your  project,  of  fe- 
parating  the  two  countries,  namely  in  the  time  of 
the  American  war,  you  found,  that  the  perfons 
who  profefied  themfeives  friendly  to  fuch  a  pro- 
je'ct,  that  is,  the  herd  of  republicans,  confifting 
chiefly  of  atheifts,  deifts  and  difciples  of  Voltaire, 
RoufTeau,  Price,  and  Prieftley,  were  in  number, 
confequence,  and  property,  fo  infignificant,  that 
you  could  never  carry  it  into  execution  with  lb 
inadequate  a  power  as  they  could  furnifti.  The 
whole  real  Proteftant  body  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland,  by  which  I  mean  all  fincere  chriftians  of 
that  perfuafion,  whether  of  the  eftabliflied  church, 
(the  moft  numerous  clafs)  or  diflenters,  you  well 
knew,  would  reprobate  fuch  a  meafure  the  mo- 
ment you  mould  venture  to  difclofe  it  to  them, 
and  with  the  greateft  alacrity  rifque  their  lives 
and  fortunes  in  refilling  the  execution  of  it.  You 
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knew  the  hatred  which  the  Irifh  Romanifts  en- 
tertained of  the  Britifh  name  and  nation ;  you 
knew  their  attachment  to  the  Stuart  race  was  ex- 
tinguished with  that  race,  and  that  even  that  at- 
tachment originated  with,  and  was  continued  by, 
the  hope,  that  the  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart 
with  the  French  court  would  obtain  fuccours  for 
the  Irifh  Romanifts,  to  enable  them  to  break  off 
their  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  create 
a  king  of  their  own,  or  an  independent  republic ; 
and  it  was  perfectly  indifferent  to  them  whether 
the  government  in  Ireland  was  monarchical  or 
republican,  fo  that  it  had  no  connection  with  the 
Britifh  government.    You  therefore  looked  to 
the  Irifh  Romanifts,  as  the  mod  powerful  auxili- 
aries that  you  could  obtain  for  the  execution  of 
your  project,  from  their  numbers  and  inveteracy 
againft  England.    They  were  poor,  it  is  true ; 
they  had  not  in  their  pofleffion  one-fiftieth  part 
of  the  real,  nor  one-twentieth  part  of  the  perfo- 
nal  property  of  the  nation  ;  but  they  laid  claim 
to  almoft  the  whole  landed  property,  of  which 
they  thought  their  anceftors  were  unjuftly  def- 
poiled  by  the  Englifh  colonifts ;  and  thefe  claims, 
together  with  their  poverty  and  favage  antipathy 
to  theProteftants  of  the  country  (all  of  whom,  as 
I  have  already  obferved,  they  reputed  Englifh- 
men),  you  thought  would  excite  them  to  rapine 
and  flaughteiv  and  their  numbers  would  enfure 
fuccefs.    Your  ambition  and  avarice  prefented  to 
your  imagination  the  elevated  and  lucrative  fitu- 
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ation  of  prefident  of  the  congrefs  of  the  Irifh  re- 
public as  attainable  by  you  :  with  thefe  views  you 
determined  to  court  the  Irifh  Romanifts  ;  and  to 
convince  them  of  your  attachment  to  them,  and 
your  hoftility  to  the  Proteftants,  you  commenced 
your  operations  by  an  attack  on  the  parochial 
clergy  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  on  tithes 
their  only  fubfiftence. 

Mr.  Grat-  The  Irifli  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  Romifh 
a DKomifi*  Perfua^10n  °f  ancient  families  and  eftates  are  very 
Convemi-  few ;  the  nobility  of  that  defcription  not  exceed- 

fembl  1U&  ^0Ur  0r  ^Ve'  anC*  t^1C  Sent^emen  °^  anv  con&~ 
Dublin,  quence  not  exceeding  twenty.  Thefe  were  gene- 
rally men  of  honor,  and  averfe  from  any  fchemes 
of  democratical  republics.  You  knew,  therefore, 
that  your  application  to  them  would  be  fruitlefs  ; 
but  there  were  men  of  other  defcriptions  among 
the  Romanifts,  well  fuited  to  your  purpofe  :  thefe 
were  men  of  very  low  and  mean  parentage,  who, 
by  great  attention  to  trade  and  commerce,  had 
amalTed  confiderable  fortunes,  and  from  the  na- 
ture of  their  refpective  trades  and  employments, 
had  great  and  extenfive  connections  among  the 
loweft  order  of  their  perfuafion,  particularly  in 
cities  and  trading  towns.  To  fuch  men  you  ap- 
plied yourfelf,  difclofed  your  fcheme,  and  the 
means  you  intended,  with  their  co-operation,  to 
purfue  for  the  execution  of  it.  You  gave  them 
your  inftructions  for  the  different  parts  they  were 
to  act.  in  the  bufinefs,  and  you  found  them  very 
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apt  fcholars.  Thefe  are  the  perfons  whom  you 
ftile  in  ycur  letter  that  fart  of  the  great  body  of  the 
CathoIicks9  the  7110ft  popular  and  energetick. 

In  confequence,  and  in  execution  of  thefe  in- 
flructions,  a  Romifh  merchant  in  Dublin,  who 
had  very  fhortly  before  emerged  from  the  loweft 
order  of  fociety  into  mercantile  opulence  and  con- 
fequence, and  who  had  been  for  a  confiderable 
time  your  private  agent  for  managing  your  in- 
trigues  with  the  Romanifts,  hTued  out  formal 
writs  for  the  election  of  a  Romifh  convention  to 
affemble  in  Dublin  at  a  certain  time  limited  in 
the  writs.  The  French  revolution  having  fhortly 
before  blazed  forth,  and  a  national  affembly  hav- 
ing been  elected  in  that  ill-fated  country,  thefe 
writs  directed  that  the  elections  throughout  Ire- 
land fhould  be  carried  on  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  on  the  fame  plan,  which  had  been  adopted 
in  France  for  the  election  of  their  national  affem- 
bly. So  well  were  the  Irifh  Romanifts  prepared 
previous  to  this  election,  that  thefe  writs  were 
executed  throughout  the  whole  nation  ;  a  Romifh 
convention  in  confequence  met  in  Dublin,  and 
drew  up  one  of  the  moft  falfe  and  acrimonious 
libels  againft  the  Proteftant  government  of  this 
country,  that  could  poflibly  be  devifed,  fliled  it 
a  petition  to  his  majefty,  and  caufed  it  to  be  pre- 
fented  as  fuch.  The  then  chief  governor  of  Ire- 
land  did  not  think  fit  to  difperfe  this  unlawful 
meeting,  and  it  continued  fitting  with  the  doors 
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of  the  apartment  in  which  it  aflembled,  carefully 
tlofed  and  guarded  for  a  confiderable  fpace  of 
time,  to  the  great  reproach  of  thofe  who  were 
then  intruded  with  the  regulation  of  the  police 
of  the  country ;  and  when  at  length  the  members 
of  it  thought  fit  to  clofe  their  fitting,  they  appoint- 
ed a  permanent  committee  whom  they  filled  the 
committee  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  confifting  of 
nine  perfons  who  had  been  the  moft  active 
amongft  them,  two  or  three  of  them  merchants, 
as  many  men  whom  they  ftiled  doctors  of  phyfic, 
the  reft  ihopkeepers,  manufacturers,  or  tradef- 
men  in  Dublin. 

The  fuccefs  of  fo  daring  a  meafure  as  the  pre- 
ceding, and  the  fupinenefs  of  government  on  the 
occafion,  gave  your  Romifli  and  infidel  allies  fpi- 
rits  and  courage  to  afTemble  provincial  conventi- 
ons of  republicans  and  other  traitors,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  procuring  and  publifhing  refolutions  of 
iupporting  and  carrying  into  effect  projected  in- 
novations in  the  ftate,  fubverfive  of  the  firft  prin- 
ciples of  our  conftitution  ;  and  at  length  to  fum- 
xnon  a  general  convention  of  thefe  mifcreants  from 
all  parts  of  the  nation  to  meet  at  Athlone,  one  of 
the  king's  garrifons  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom, 
for  the  fame  traitorous  purpofes. 

The  ftate  at  length  roufed  from  its  lethargy, 
and  the  parliament  pafled  an  act  to  fupprefs  fuch 
dangerous  aflemblies.  The  furious  oppofition  you 
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gave  to  this  act  in  theHoufe  of  Commons,  as  well 
as  to  the  acl  for  reftraining  the  fale  of  gun  pow- 
der by  certain  regulations,  when  thefe  confede- 
rated traitors  were  forming  magazines  of  ammu- 
nition in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  to 
the  infurreclion  act  to  prevent  the  nightly  robbe- 
ries and  murders  repeatedly  committed  on  the 
peaceable  inhabitants,  by  gangs  of  thefe  confede- 
rates {tiling  themfelves  united  Iri/hmen  ;  your  con- 
usant infertion  of  thefe  acts  in  your  bead-roll  of 
pretended  grievances  ever  fince,  and  your  com- 
plaints of  them  in  your  prefent  letter,  all  demon- 
ftrate  how  much  you  think  the  execution  of  your 
project  of  feparation  impeded  by  the  operation 
of  thefe  falutary  ftatutes. 


Thus  defeated  in  Ireland,  your  matters,  the  re-Mr.  Grat- 
publican  faclion  in  England,  were  confulted  ;  tney^anns 
looked  to  an  infurrection  in  Ireland  as  the  moftvoured 
effectual  mode  of  raifins;  a  clamour  againft  the  mi-and 
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nifters  in  England,  and  diftrefiing  and  perhaps  the  repub- 
overturnina:  the  government  there.  It  was  repre-  j!can  fac" 
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fented  to  them,  that  the  moft  powerful  engines  England, 
they  could  ufe  for  undermining  the  prefent  power 
of  the  government  in  Ireland  were  the  fubverflon 
of  the  Proteftant  eftablimment  in  Ireland,  and  the 
fubftitution  of  popery  in  its  room  ;  that  the  mafs 
of  Irifh  Romanifts  having  a  rooted  averfion  to  the 
Britifli  name  and  nation,  and  having  for  more 
than  a  century  looked  to  the  French  nation  for 
affiftance  to  enable  them  to  throw  off  all  connec 
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tion  with  Great  Britain,  had  heretofore  fliewa 
lb  me  marks  of  attachment  to  the  monarchical 
form  of  government,  by  their  adherence  to  the 
interefts  of  the  Stuart  family  ;  but  that  this  feem- 
ing  attachment  to  monarchy  was  adopted  by  them 
merely  on  the  fuppofition,  that  the  Stuart  family, 
by  its  influence  at  the  court  of  France,  could  pro- 
cure them  the  means  of  feparating  themfelves 
from  England,  and  from  complaifance  to  the  then 
monarchical  government  of  France :  but  that 
now,  the  Stuart  family  being  extinct,  republica- 
nifin  being  eftablifhed  in  France  by  the  revoluti- 
on, and  alfo  in  America,  by  a  fuccefsful  rebellion, 
(which  by  the  affiftance  of  the  French  was  lopped 
off  from  the  Britifti  Empire,  and  formed  into  an 
independent  republic),  the  whole  body  of  the 
Romanifts  of  Ireland  had  thrown  off  the  mafk,  and 
declared  themfelves  determined  republicans  ;  at 
leaf!  that  part  of  them  which  you  ftile  the  mod 
popular  and  energetick  :  that  their  ancient  nobility 
and  gentry  were,  as  to  number,  and  influence 
with  the  mafs  of  their  perfuafion,  contemptible  -9 
that  the  energeticks  had  lately  banifhed  them  both 
from  their  affemblies  and  councils  ;  that  the  body 
of  republicans  in  Ireland  diftincl  from  the  Romifh 
body,  though  perfectly  agreeing  in  opinion  with 
the  Englifh  republicans,  being  all  Atheifts,  Deifts, 
and  Difciples  of  Voltaire,  Rouffeau,  Paine,  Price 
and  Prieftley,  pafling  under  their  general  name  of 
Diffenters,  were  too  few  and  too  weak  to  attempt 
a  revolution  with  any  profpect  of  fuccefs  without 
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the  co-operation  of  the  Romanics ;  and  that  fuch 
Proteftant  diflenters  as  were  real  chriftians,  being 
greatly  the  majority  of  the  clafs  of  people,  would, 
on  any  attempt  to  fubvert  the  eftabliflied  govern- 
ment, join  heart  and  hand  with  their  brethren 
the  Proteftants  of  the  eftablifhment. 


Thefe  reafons  prevailed  on  your  Englifli  maf- 
ters  to  lend  their  aid  to  the  plan  of  fubverting  the 
eftabliflied  church  of  Ireland,  and  fubftituting  po- 
pery in  its  room,  as  the  firft  ftep  to  a  republican 
revolution ;  and  by  the  artful  intrigues  of  this 
Englifli  faction  in  the  Britifh  cabinet,  Earl  Fitz- 
william  was  felecled  as  a  proper  perfon  to  fill  the 
important  employment  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this 
kingdom.  This  nobleman  was  himfelf  an  enemy 
to  republicanifm,  and  utterly  ignorant  of  the  in- 
trigues of  the  faclion ;  but  they  had  the  art,  ne- 
verthelefs,  to  render  him  a  ready  tool  for  carrying 
into  execution  this  their  firft  ftep  towards  a  re- 
public. 

The  late  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  a  man  of  fplen-  Character 
did  but  not  folid  talents,  had  obtained  the  confi-  ?^^e 
dence  of  this  nobleman  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  Jate  Mr. 
regulated  all  his  political  exertions  wi^i  unbound-  g^"nd 
ed  authority. — Mr.  Burke  was  himfelf  fprung 
from  parents  who  were  Irifli  Romanifts ;  he  re- 
ceived his  early  education  at  the  College  of  Dub- 
lin ;  but  having  quitted  Ireland  at  a  very  early 
period  of  Jife,  and  all  hfcs  relations  by  blood  or 
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alliance  being  Irlfli  Romanifts,  he  became  tho- 
roughly tinged,  or  rather  dyed  in  grain,  with  the 
political  fentiments  of  that  ciafs  of  people.  He 
had  procured  the  favour  and  protection  of  the  late 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  uncle  to  Earl  Fitzwilli- 
am,  who  obtained  for  him  a  feat  in  the  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  which,  during  the  Ame- 
rican war  he  conftantly  harangued  with  the  ut- 
moft  vehemence  in  favour  of  the  Americans,  and, 
by  promoting  ill  humours  and  diflenfions  at  home, 
conduced  as  much  as  any  man  in  England  to  the 
feparation  of  America  from  the  Mother  Country. 
Indeed  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
the  Britifh  arms  in  America  was  in  a  greater  de- 
gree owing  to  intrigues  of  a  republican  faction  at 
home,  one  of  the  moft  active  leaders  of  which  at 
that  time  was  Mr.  Burke,  than  to  the  power  ei- 
ther of  France  or  America.  Encouraged  by  the 
fuccefs  of  the  American  rebellion,  Mr.  Burke 
formed  the  dangerous  project  of  overturning  the 
Proteflant  eftablimment  in  Ireland,  and  fubflitut- 
ing  popery  in  its  room  ;  and  with  that  view  he 
exerted  all  his  abilities  to  perfuade  feveral  very 
popular  and  powerful  Englifh  noblemen,  that  the 
only  method  of  retaining  Ireland  in  obedience  to 
the  Britifh  Crown,  and'  maintaining  the  connex- 
ion between  the  two  countries,  was  the  compleat 
eftablimment  of  popery  in  Ireland  ;  and  that  the 
irreconcilable  difference  of  the  eflablifhed  religion 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  nations  refpectively 
would  be  the  indiffoluble  cement  of  peace  and 
union  between  them, 
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As  a  convincing  argument  in  favour  of  the 
practical  truth  of  this  new  and  ftrange  doctrine, 
he  adduced  the  example  of  England  and  Scotland 
before  the  union,  where  difference  of  religious  ef- 
tablifhments had  produced  no  feparation,  artfully 
fupprefling  in  his  reprefentations,  that  though  the 
religious  eftablifhments  of  the  two  countries  lafl 
mentioned  were  in  fome  particulars  different,  yet 
they  were  both  Proteftant  eftablifhments  agreeing 
in  all  material  matters  of  faith,  and  differing  in 
difcipiine  only.  He  magnified  the  numbers, 
wealth,  and  power  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  beyond 
all  bounds  of  truth,  and  actually  perfuaded  thefe 
noblemen,  utterly  ignorant  of  the  real  ftate  of 
Ireland,  that  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  if  not  gratified 
by  the  profcription  of  the  Proteftant  eftablifhment, 
and  the  fubftitution  of  popery  in  its  room,  would 
withdraw  the  Irifh  nation  from  its  connection 
with  Great  Britain,  and  form  themfelves  into  an 
independent  government,  after  the  example  of 
America ;  adding,  that  they  were  fuiEciently 
powerful  to  effect  fuch  a  revolution. 

Whether  Mr.  Burke  had,  at  the  time  he  formed 
his  project  of  eftablifhing  popery  in  Ireland,  en- 
tertained it  only  as  a  ftep  .toward  a  feparation  of 
Ireland  from  the  Britifh  Empire,  is  not  quite  clear, 
though  his  ftrong  attachment  to  republican  prin- 
ciples during  the  American  war  gives  good 
ground  for  fufpecting  him  of  fuch  a  defign  :  it  is, 
however,  certain,  that  he  concealed  with  great 

care 
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care  this  part  of  his  plan  (if  it  was  a  part)  from 
his  patron,  and  the  great  noblemen  to  whom  he 
had  accefs  by  his  means ;  and  when  the  French 
revolution  blazed  forth,  and  confumed  all  reli- 
gions in  that  country,  and  popery  its  eftabliflied 
religion  among  the  reft,  Mr.  Burke  changed,  or 
affected  to  change,  all  his  former  opinions  in  fa- 
vour of  republicanifm  fo  often  repeated  in  his 
rnoft  flaming  harangues,  and  wrote  with  great 
violence  againft  the  French  republicans ;  for 
which  change,  if  it  was  real,  no  other  probable 
reafon  can  be  adduced,  than  the  fubverfion  of 
popery  in  France  by  thefe  republicans,  which  he 
ftiles  in  one  of  his  lateft  productions  the  pulling 
down  the  majefiy  of  religion. 

Under  the  influence,  or  rather  under  the  abfo- 
lute  controul  of  fuch  a  man,  wedded  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  interefts  of  popery,  did  Earl  Fitz- 
william  take  upon  him  the  government  of  this 
kingdom.  Your  matters  in  England  gave  you 
immediate  notice  of  the  fuccefs  of  their  intrigues, 
that  they  had  procured  the  delivery  of  this  king- 
dom into  the  hands  of  a  perfon  the  fitted  in  the 
world  for  their  and  your  purpofe ;  and  you  im- 
mediately £bt  off  for  England  to  prepare  and  fhar- 
pen  your  tool  for  the  effectual  excution  of  the 
work  in.  which  you  intended  to  employ  him. 


Mr.  Grat-    Happily  for  this  kingdom,  your  prefumptuous 

tan's  con 
duct  dur- 


:on"  precipitancy  marred  your  project ;  you  fet  your 


engine 
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engine  immediately  to  work  with  fo  much  vio-  ™g  the 
lence  that  the  whole  machinery  fell  fuddenly  to  tenancy^ 
pieces.  You  pofted  back  to  this  kingdom,  to  anti-  Earl  Fitz- 
cipate  any  popularity  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant William- 
might  obtain  among  the  Romanifts  by  configning 
the  power  of  the  ftate  to  their  hands,  and  by  the 
ruin  of  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  Ireland,  as  far 
as  he  could  effect  it.    You  were  jealous  of  the 
fame  of  fo  glorious  an  achievement,  and  one  fo 
conducive  to  the  fuccefs  of  your  project  of  fepara- 
tion,  and  were  unwilling  to  {hare  it  even  with  the 
chief  governor.    You  were  defirous  that  your 
allies,  the  energettck  Irifh  Romanifts,  mould  be 
convinced  that  he  was  only  your  engine  in  the 
bulinefs,  and  that  the  whole  merit  was  your  own. 
You  immediately  afiembled  the  (landing  commit- 
tee of  the  Romanifts  already  mentioned,  confid- 
ing of  nine  perfons,  traders,  mechanicks,  and 
men  ftyling  themfelves  doctors  of  phyfic. 


This  {landing  committee  were  cramped  a  little 
in  the  exercife  of  their  authority  over  the  whole 
body  of  Romanifts  in  this  kingdom  by  the  con- 
vention bill ;  and  you  and  they  together,  not  dar- 
ing in  open  violation  of  the  law,  to  fummon  a 
new  Romifti  convention,  took  however  as  effec- 
tual, though  not  fo  daring  a  method  of  proclaim- 
ing the  general  union  and  confederacy  of  the  Irifli 
Romanifts  againft  the  conftitution.  You  and  your 
nine  worthies  drew  up  and  publiftied  a  kind  of 
manifefto,  under  the  guife  of  a  petition  to  parli- 

D  ament, 
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ament,  wherein  was  demanded,  as  a  matter  of 
right,  a  full  and  perfect  communication  of  all 
privileges  and  offices  of  the  (late,  without  excep- 
tion, to  the  Romanifts ;  that  no  diftinction  in 
thefe  particulars  mould  be  continued  between 
them  and  Proteftants ;  and  that  all  laws  which 
created  fuch  diltinctions,  and  which  had  been 
enacted  in  Ireland  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  mould  be  repealed. 

The  committee  publifhed  advertifements  in 
moft  of  the  publick  Newfpapers,  addrefled  to  the 
Romanifts  in  all  counties,  cities,  towns,  and  bo- 
roughs, throughout  the  kingdom  ;  ordering  them 
immediately  to  draw  up  fimilar  manifeftoes,  un- 
der the  guife  of  petitions  to  parliament,  and  tranf- 
mit  them  to  their  fecretary,  a  manufacturer  in 
the  liberties  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  a  moft 
energetick  Romanift. 

Thefe  orders  were  complied  with  by  the  Ro- 
manifts in  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom  with 
great  expedition  ;  the  feveral  manifeftoes  were  aL 
moft  in  the  fame  words  with  that  drawn  up  by 
you  and  your. energetick  committee;  and  were  all 
prefented  to  parliament  on  its  meeting,  with  long 
lifb  of  names  fubfcribed  to  each. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  arrived  in  this  kingdom 
fhortly  after  you,  and  acted  in  every  thing  exactly 
conformable  to  your  advice.    The  great  law  offi- 
cers 
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ccrs  of  the  crown  were  immediately  difmhTed  from 
their  employments,  as  were  many  others  of  great 
family  and  abilities  from  feveral  mod  important 
offices  in  the  ftate,  without  any  reafon  being  af- 
figned  for  their  difmiflal,  other  than  that  they 
were  Proteftants  adverfe  to  your  meafures,  and 
that  you  wanted  their  employments  for  your  own 
creatures.  Open  menaces  of  removing  the  Lord 
Chancellor  were  thrown  out,  and  if  your  domina- 
tion had  continued  he  might  probably  have  been 
fucceeded  by  a  Romanift.  The  court  of  the 
Viceroy  was  crowded  with  Romanifts  of  the  loweft 
condition;  ard  the  molt  obtrufive  and  active 
among  the  mob  of  that  perfuafion  (fuch  perfons 
as  your  admired  apoftle  Mr.  Paine  calls  nobles  by 
nature,)  the  m oft  popular  and  energetick  Romanifts, 
were  feated  at  the  feftive  board  of  the  Earl  Fitz- 
william,  to  the  no  fmall  degradation  of  his  great 
ftation. 

The  miniftry  of  England,  at  length  roufed  from 
their  lethargy  by  the  rapidity  of  your  revolution- 
ary progrefs  in  this  country,  found  it  neceffary 
fuddenly    to   recall   the   unfortunate  nobleman 
whom  you,  with  the  afliftance  of  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke,  had  duped  into  fuch  deftructive  meafures, 
and  all  your  plans  of  avarice  and  ambition  were  Mr.  Grat- 
defeated  at  one  ftroke.    The  rage  of  you  and  your tan's  ou*- 
allies,  the  popular  and  energetick  Romanift s,  burftconduft 
forth    on   this  occafion  with  the  utmoft  fury,  on  the  re- 
Your  committee,  at  your  inftance,  fummoned  a  £arl  Fitz- 
*  D  2  general  william, 
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general  meeting  of  their  party  at  a  Romifh  chapel 
in  the  city  of  Dublin ;  they  there  refolved  to  fend 
deputies  to  London  with  a  petition  to  his  Majerty, 
praying  that  he  would  continue  Lord  Fitzwilliam, 
that  is,  you,  in  the  government  of  Ireland,  and 
fluffed,  as  ufual  with  them,  with  all  manner  of 
fliamelefs  falfehoodsj  for  your  Romifh  party  had, 
from  the  beginning  of  your  operations,  totally 
abandoned  all  regard  to  truth,  thinking  that  the 
impudence  and  audacity  of  their  afTertions  would 
gain  credit  to  fome  of  them,  at  lcaft  in  England, 
where  from  the  ignorance  which  prevailed  refped- 
ing  the  internal  (late  of  Ireland,  honeft  men  might 
be  induced  to  think,  that  even  the  moft  hardened 
lyars  would  not  openly  publifh  fuch  details,  and 
even  prefent  them  to  the  throne,  without  fome 
foundation  or  colour  of  truth. 

One  of  thefe  daring  falfehoods,  with  which  all 
the  publications  of  your  Romifh  allies  were  at 
that  time  and  have  been  ever  fince  garnifhed, 
was,  that  what  with  equal  falfehood  and  deceit 
they  are  pleafed  to  ftile  the  emancipation  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  was  impatiently  wifhed  for  by  the 
Proteftants  of  Ireland;  and  the  Romifh  affemblies, 
to  countenance  this  falfehood,  in  feveral  of  their 
rcfolutions,  which  they  caufed  to  be  oftentatioufly 
publifhed  in  the  daily  Newfpapers  both  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  with  great  gravity  returned 
thanks  to  their  Proteflant  brethren,  for  their  co- 
operation in  the  great  work  of  their  emancipati- 
on; 
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on ;  though  it  is  notorioufly  known  in  Ireland, 
that  the  great  body  of  Proteftants  view  fu.ch  a 
meafure  with  abhorrence  ;  that  thofe  who  pafs 
under  the  general  denomination  of  Proteftants, 
and  give  any  countenance  or  fupport  to  fuch  a 
meafure,  are  generally  republicans,  and  avowed 
difciples  of  Paine,  Price,  and  Prieftley,  or  timid 
perfons  who  dread  the  horrors  of  a  Romifh  rebel- 
lion ;  and  (praifed  be  God !)  among  the  mafs  of 
people  palling  under  the  general  defcription  of 
Proteftants  in  Ireland,  republicans,  infidels,  blaf- 
phemers,  and  cowards  are  very  few,  and  inconfi- 
derable  with  refpecl  to  power  or  property. 

This  afTembly  alfo  voted  an  addrefs  to  you  ;  Mr.  Grat- 

your  anfwer  to  which  very  plainly  points  out     sa*_  1 

your  defign  of  feparating  the  two  countries,  andfwer  to 

the  ufe  you  intended  to  make  of  the  Romanifts  ^efs^of 

in  the  execution  of  that  defign.  the  Ro- 

mifh af- 
fembly  at 

I  fhall  here  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you  Francis- 

of  a  few  paffages  in  that  anfwer,  which  together  Qn 

with  the  addrefs  was  printed  on  one  meet  of  pa-therecall 

per,  and  fent  in  thoufands  over  all  Ireland,  with  °£  Ea*}.. 
r    .  Fitzwilli- 
advice  to  all  Romanifts  to  have  the  meets  framed  am. 

and  glazed,  and  hung  up  for  perufal  in  all  their 

houfes. 

This  anfwer  was  publifhed  in  March,  1795,  at 
the  time  when  the  Britifh  Empire  was  actually 
engaged  in  a  furious  war  with  a  favage  enemy, 

the 
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the  enemy  of  mankind  in  general !  not  for  advan- 
tage, for  commerce,  or  for  dominion  ;  but  for 
prefervation,  for  exiftence  as  a  free  country.  You 
therein  infert  the  following  paflages,  addreffed  to 
the  Irifh  Romanifts : 


"  Let  me  advife  you  by  no  means  to  poftpone 
"  the  confideration  of  your  fortunes  till  after  the 
"  war ;  rather  let  Britain  receive  the  benefit  of 
"  your  zeal  during  the  exigency  which  demands 
«'  it." 


"  My  wifh  is,  that  you  mould  be  free  now ; 
i6  there  is  no  other  policy  which  is  not  low  and 
Si  little;  let  us  at  once  inftantly  embrace,  and 
56  greatly  emancipate." 

"  If  he"  (Earl  Fitzwiiliam)  is  to  retire  I  condole 
"  with  my  country.  For  myfelf,  the  pangs  on 
"  that  occafion  which  I  fhould  feel  at  rendering 
*'  up  my  fmall  portion  of  minifterial  breath, 
u  would  be  little,  were  it  not  for  the  gloomy 
"  profpefts  afforded  by  thofe  dreadful  guardians 
<c  which  are  likely  to  fucceed.  I  tremble  at  the 
*c  return  of  power  to  your  old  tajk-mafters.  That 
<c  combination  which  galled  the  country  with  its 
"  tyranny,  infulted  her  by  ft s  manners,  exhauft- 
"  ed  her  by  its  rapacity,  and  flandered  her  by  its 
v  malice;  mould  fuck  a  combination  (at  once  in- 
"  flamed  as  it  muft  be  now  by  the  favour^of  the 
66  Britijh  court \  and  by  the  reprobation  of  the 
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*  Irijh  people^)  return  to  power,  I  have  no  hefi- 
"  tation  to  fay,  that  they  will  extinguijh  Ireland, 
"  or  Ireland  mujl  remove  them*  It  is  not  your  cafe 
"  only,  but  that  of  the  nation  ;  I  find  the  coun- 
i(  try  already  committed  in  the  ftruggle ;  I  beg  to 
"  be  committed  along  with  her,  and  to  abide  the 
"  ifTue  of  her  fortunes. " 

Then  the  anfwer,  after  remarking  that  the 
Irifh  parliament  had  voted  great  fupplies,  goes 
on  to  fay,  "  And  when  this  country  came  for- 
"  ward,  cordial  and  confident,  with  the  offering 
"  of  her  treafure  and  blood,  and  refolute  to  ftand 
"  or  fall  with  the  Britifli  nation,  it  is  no  proof 
"  of  wifdom  or  generofity  to  felecl  that  moment 
"  to  plant  a  dagger  in  her  heart.55 

Though  the  manifeft  tendency  of  your  anfwer 
(being  in  all  the  fame  drain  with  the  above  felect- 
ed  paflages)  was  to  excite  the  Romanifts  of  Ire- 
land to  infurrection,  for  the  purpofe  of  fevering 
the  ifland  from  the  Britifli  Empire  during  the  war 
with  France,  which  would  enfure  the  infurgents 
die  afTiftance  of  the  French  affaflins  ;  yet  it  may 
not  be  impertinent  to  infert,  in  this  my  anfwer 
to  your  moft  impudent  addrefs  to  the  citizens  of 
Dublin,  a  few  comments  on  the  above  paffages, 
as  my  anfwer  is  not  intended  for  your  perufal 
alone,  but  for  the  perufal  of  my  fellow  citizens 
of  Dublin,  and  of  all  other  my  countrymen  into 
whofe  hands  it  may  fall. 

It 
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It  is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  the  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts, before  the  lieutenancy  of  Earl  Fitzwilli- 
am,  were  intitled  to  every  civil  privilege  and  ad- 
vantage to  which  Proteftants  were  intitled ;  fave 
only,  that  their  obftinate  refufal  of  the  oath  of 
fupremacy,  and  of  the  oaths  and  engagements 
prefcribed  to  be  taken  by  the  teft  ac"t,  precluded 
the  few  Irifh  peers  of  that  perfuafton  from  voting 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  their  commoners  from 
feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  They  were  alfo, 
by  the  fame  means,  precluded  from  filling  about 
32  civil  employments,  among  which  were  the 
offices  of  Lord  Lieutenant,  Lord  Chancellor, 
Judges,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army ; 
in  the  perfons  filling  which  offices  was  vefted  the 
fuperior  executive  authority  of  the  ftate ;  fitua- 
tions  of  legifiative  and  executive  authority,  which 
can  never  be  conceded  to  Romanifts  while  they 
deny  the  fupremacy  of  the  ftate,  and  while  even 
the  form  of  a  Proteftant  eftablifhment  is  preferved 
in  Ireland. 

In  fact,  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  Earl  Fitzwiiliam,  enjoyed  a  more  rati- 
onal, a  more  extenfive,  and  better  fecured  civil 
liberty,  than  the  moft  favoured  clafs  of  fubjects 
in  any  ftate  in  the  known  world,  thofe  of  Great 
Britain  only  excepted  ;  yet  you  and  your  party 
harangued  and  addrefled  what  you  call  the  popular 
and  energetick  part  of  them  into  an  opinion  that 
they  were  flaves  j  fraudulently  and  malicioufly 

ftiled 
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ftiled  the  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  eflablifh- 
ment  in  church  and  ftate,  emancipation  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics ;  and  told  them  that  they  muft 
work  their  own  deliverance,  when  the  Britifli 
Empire  is  involved  in  a  war  with  a  potent  neigh- 
bouring nation,  which  has  declared  by  a  public 
decree,  that  it  will  fupport  and  aflift  the  fubje&s 
of  all  ftates  who  fhall  rebel  againft  their  rulers. 

The  true  and  palpable  conftruction  of  the 
words,  "  Let  me  advife  you  by  no  means  to  poft- 
"  pone  the  conlideration  of  your  fortunes  till  af- 
"  ter  the  war.  My  wifh  is  that  you  mould  be 
"  free  now  ;  there  is  no  other  policy  which  is  not 
11  low  and  little  ;  let  us  at  once  inftantly  embrace, 
"  and  greatly  emancipate.  You  muft  deftroy 
"  your  former  dreadful  guardians,  your  old  tafk- 
"  mailers,  or  they  will  extinguifh  you.  The 
*  country  is  already  committed  in  the  ftruggle; 
"  I  beg  to  be  committed  along  with  her,  and  to 
"  abide  the  iffue  of  her  fortunes  j"  is,  fly  to  arms 
immediately  ;  deftroy  by  fire  and  /word  all  Protefiants 
who  oppofe  your  pretenfions,  and  all  the  great  Protef- 
tant officers  of  fate,  many  of  whom  I  difplaced  in  the 
Jloort  interval  of  my  domination,  and  intended  to  have 
done  fo  by  the  reft :  they  are  all  tajh  mafiers,  and 
keep  you  in  worfe  than  Egyptian  bondage,  Tou  have 
no  time  to  lofe  ;  if  you  don't  dif patch  them  before  a 
peace  Jhall  be  concluded,  they  will  extinguijh  you.  Great 
Britain  can  fend  no  afififtance  to  the  Protefiants  of  Ire- 
land ;  you  are  the  Irijh  people,  the  country,  the  nation  ; 

the 
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the  Trot  eft  ants  are  but  a  handful.  England  is  not 
able  to  defend  berfelf  againft  France  when  your  afjifu 


Great  Britain  and  her  enemies^  you  will  be  too  late. 
Your  prefent  addrefs  is  replete  with  the  fame 
doclrines,  as  I  fhall  hereafter  make  more  fully 
appear. 

Your  confederates,  the  popular  and  energetick 
Romanifts,  have  not  neglecled  your  advice,  fo 
far  as  their  abilities  enabled  them  to  follow 
it.  A  very  confiderable  number  of  the  Irifii 
Romanifts,  and  much  the  largeft  portion  of  them, 
preferred  peace,  quiet,  and  the  exercife  of  their 
lawful  occupations,  protected  by  civil  liberty,  to 
rapine  and  murder.  The  whole  body,  though 
they  amounted  to  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ifland,  yet  were  not  in  pofleflion  of  one-for- 
tieth part  of  the  real  and  perfonal  property  of  the 
kingdom,  taken  together.  Hence,  from  a  difap- 
probation  of  fo  wicked  a  meafure  in  a  large  part, 
and  from  inability  in  the  reft,  (and  indeed  in  the 
whole,  if  they  had  been  unanimous)  no  open  ge~ 
neral  rebellion  of  the  Romanifts  followed  the  dif- 
mifTal  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  ;  but  aflafiination,  night- 
ly murder,  robbery,  and  conflagration  through  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  kingdom  immediately 
followed  this  your  flagitious  publication  ;  and  in 
your  prefent  you  openly  avow,  that  thefe  calami- 
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ties  are  the  confequences  of  the  rejection  of  what 
you  ftile  Catholic  emancipation.  Adverting  to 
the  prefent  convulfions  in  this  kingdom,  in  your 
addrefs,  you  write  thus :  "  They  (that  is  the  go- 
<c  vernment)  have  told  us  at  fome  times,  though 
"  at  other  times  they  have  faid  the  contrary,  that 
"  it  is  the  fpirit  of  plunder,  not  politics,  that  is 
"  abroad  :  idle  talk,  whatever  be  the  crime  of  the 
"  prefent  fpirit,  it  is  not  the  crime  of  theft ;  if 
"  fo  it  were  eafily  put  down  :  no,  it  is  a  political 
"  not  a  predatory  fpirit,  it  is  the  fpirit  of  political 
*c  reformation  "  that  is,  Catholic  emancipation :  for 
in  your  late  project  of  reform,  propofed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  firft  and  principal  part 
of  the  reformation  which  you  and  your  party  de- 
clared muft  precede  all  further  reform,  was  Ca- 
tholic emancipation  >  fo  that  the  difciples  of  the 
Proteftant  reformers,  who  had  two  centuries  ago 
converted  the  nation  from  what  our  foolifh  an- 
ceftors  thought  the  errors  of  popery,  were  to  be 
re-reformed  into  popery,  for  the  re-eftablifliment 
of  civil  liberty  ;  and  popery  and  liberty  were  in- 
difTolubly  connected  by  the  dogmas  of  you  and 
your  faction,  inftead  of  popery  and  flavery  here- 
tofore coupled  together  in  the  political  creed  of 
our  filly  anceftors;  and  you  openly  and  audaci- 
oufly  avow,  that  all  the  prefent  nighly  aflaffinati- 
ons,  robberies,  and  burning  of  houfes,  the  hor- 
rible murders  of  multitudes  of  Proteftant  clergy- 
men, magiftrates,  witneifes,  and  others,  with  the 
dreadful  confpiracy  for  the  murder  of  more,  arife 
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from  the  fpirit  of  political  reformation  which  you 
and  your  faction  have  fent  abroad  among  the  po- 
pular and  energetick  Romanifls^  that  is,  the  dregs 
of  the  mob  of  that  perfuafion  ;  and  this  fpirit  is 
conjured  up  by  a  faction  contemptible  in  number, 
never  amounting  to  thirty,  as  well  as  I  recoiled, 
on  any  queftion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fince 
the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  of  which  five  or 
fix  only  at  any  one  time  were  members  for  coun- 
ties, and  frequently  reduced  to  feven. 

Mr.  Grat-    gutj  fir?  jt  \s  not  furprifing  that  you,  who  have 
ju(Hfiesnyf°  repeatedly  harangued  and  addreffed  for  Catho- 
the  horri-  \[c  emancipation  and  reform  of  the  Commons' 
nlaffacre  Houfe,  by  which,  as  I  mail  demonstrate  before  I 
in  1641.  quit  you,  you  mean  the  fubverfion  of  the  Protef- 
tant  religion  in  Ireland,  feparation  of  the  ifland 
from  the  Britifh  Empire,  and  an  Irifli  republic ; 
I  fay,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  you  mould  juflify 
the  prefent  nocturnal  murders  and  outrages  of  an 
Irifh  banditti,  and  fine  them  down  by  reprefcnt- 
ing  them  as  arifing  "  from  the  fpirit  of  political 
"  reformation  carried  to  different  degrees ;  to 
a  liberty  in  mojl  injlances  ;  to  ambition  in  others  ; 
"  and  to  power  in  others:"  and  again,  "  here 
*s  there  may  be  confpiracy  ;  there  may  be  repub- 
"  licanifm  ;  there  may  be  a  fpirit  of  plunder  mix- 
c£  ing  in  the  public  caufe  ;  but  it  is  a  public  caufe  ; 
"  and  let  no  man  perfuade  you  that  it  is  not  the 
<c  caufe  of  liberty  on  one fide  and  tyranny  on  the  other" 
when  you  had  the  audacity  in  the  fame  addrefs 
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to  juftify  the  horrible  Irifii  maffacre  of  the  year 
1 64 1,  and  to  falfify  hiftory  in  the  mod  palpable 
manner  for  that  purpofe. 

This,  fir,  you  did ;  and  although  at  the  firft 
view  it  may  feem  that  you  digreffed  a  little  from 
the  propofed  fubject  of  your  addefs,  to  wit,  the 
juftification  of  your  own  parliamentary  conduct, 
in  j unifying  the  Irifh  maffacre  ;  to  thofe  who  fhall 
attentively  confider  your  addrefs,  as  I  have  done, 
it  will  clearly  appear,  that  you  have  inferted  this 
juflification  of  that  dreadful  cataftrophe,  for  the 
purpofe  of  encouraging  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  barbarous  diforders,  fo  gently  reprefented 
by  you,  as  the  exertions  cf  the  fpirit  of  political  refor- 
mation, operating  for  liberty  in  moft  inftances  !  as  ex- 
ertions in  the  caufe  of  liberty  againft  tyranny  !  by  the 
example  of  the  glorious  exploits  of  the  anceftors 
of  the  prefent  Romifh  banditti  in  the  fame  caufe 
with  the  prefent. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  the  defigns  of 
the  leaders  of  that  rebellion  were  the  fame  with 
yours,  the  feparation  of  this  kingdom  from  Eng- 
land, and  the  eftablifliment  of  an  independent 
government  here ;  and  with  that  view,  and  as 
the  fure  means  of  effecting  their  purpofe,  they  in- 
tended the  utter  extirpation  of  the  Proteftant  re- 
ligion, and  had  projected  a  reform  in  parliament 
by  the  deftruction  of  the  boroughs  fome  time  be- 
fore they  broke  out  into  open  rebellion,  as  may 
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be  feen  by  the  hiftories  of  that  time,  and  particu- 
larly by  that  moft  valuable  one,  Mr.  Carte's  hif- 
tory  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  authentic 
documents  which  he  has  publifhed  in  the  appen- 
dix to  it. 

You  begin  your  juftification  of  the  Irifli  rebel- 
lion with  a  falfe  and  acrimonious  invective  againft 
King  James  the  Firft.  (I  fliall,  before  I  conclude 
this  anfwer,  expofe  your  malignant  miflatement 
of  the  conduct  of  that  prince  to  his  Irifh  fubjects.) 
You  then  proceed  to  abuie,  by  moft  malicious 
mifreprefentations,  (to  which  you  have  fo  habi- 
tuated yourfelf,  that  they  feem  to  be  natural  to 
you,)  the  whole  of  the  conduct  of  King  Charles 
the  firft,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  Earl  of 
Strafford,  his  minifter  in  Ireland.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  you,  who  prefume  with  an  aflurance  peculiar 
to  yourfelf  to  mifreprefent  in  the  moft  flagrant 
manner  what  is  every  day  happening  before  our 
eyes,  mould  mifreprefent  antiquity  without  quot- 
ing any  hiftorian  to  fupport  your  miftatements. 
You  fometimes  add  to  your  malignant  fables  the 
words,  "  jays  the  hiftorian  pray,  why  did  you 
not  declare  the  hiftorian's  name  ?  Such  mifrepre- 
fentations of  tranfactions  in  the  reigns  of  James 
the  firft  and  Charles  the  firft,  but  not  tinged  quite 
fo  deeply  with  acrimonious  invective,  are  con- 
tained in  two  books,  both  of  them  of  modern 
date  ;  one  written  by  a  mercenary  profligate  fcrib- 
bler,  of  the  name  of  Brooke,  hired  by  a  club  of 
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Irifh  Romanifts  to  defame  the  Proteftant  govern- 
merit  of  Ireland,  and  called  the  trial  of  the  Roman 
Catholics ;  the  other  by  a  bigotted  Romifh  phyfi- 
cian  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  of  the  name  of  Curry, 
filled,  an  hiflorical  review  of  the  ivars  of  Ireland, 
a  fecond  edition  of  this  laft  treatife  has  been  lately 
publifhed  in  the  City  of  Dublin  by  your  energetick 
Romanifts.  Is  the  hiftorian  you  allude  to,  but 
whom  you  decline  to  name,  one  of  thefe  I  They 
both  arc  in  ftile  and  credit,  as  hiftorians,  rather 
below  the  level  of  Oldmixon  and  Ogilby  in  Eng- 
land. Any  perfon  who  wifhes  to  be  convinced 
of  the  falfe  colouring  with  which  they  and  you 
have  difguifed  and  deformed  the  hiftory  of  thofe 
times,  will  be  fully  fatisfied  by  reading  the  three 
firft  books  of  the  firft  volume  of  Carte's  hiftory 
■  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  authorities  there 
1  referred  to  ;  and  Hume,  6th  vol.  page  401,  402, 
&c.  ;  he  will  there  find  your  calumnies  fully 
refuted,  and  that  Ireland  owes  her  conftitution, 
her  laws,  her  manufactures,  her  trade,  her  civili- 
zation, to  the  two  monarchs,  and  the  great  ftatef- 
man,  you  have  thusbafely  traduced  andabufed  ; 
that  from  a  woody  defert,  inhabited  only  by  fa- 
vage  barbarians  for  the  moft  part,  it  aflumed  the 
appearance  of  a  civilized  country  by  the  great  care 
and  attention  of  thefe  monarchs  and  their  minif- 
ters,  particularly  the  Earl  of  Strafford.  Hiftory 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford's adminiftration  n  Ireland  :  "  In  the  govern- 
"  ment  of  Ireland,  Sis  adminiftration  had  been 
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"  equally  promotive  of  his  matter's  intereft,  and 
"  that  of  the  fubjects  committed  to  his  care ;  a 
tc  large  debt  he  had  paid  off ;  he  had  left  a  con- 
"  fiderable  fum  in  the  Exchequer  ;  the  revenues, 
"  which  never  before  anfwered  the  charges  of 
"  government,  were  now  raifed  to  be  equal  to 
"  them ;  a  fmall  Handing  army,  formerly  kept 
<c  in  no  order,  was  augmented,  and  was  govern- 
"  ed  by  exact  difcipline ;  and  a  great  force  was 
cc  then  raifed  and  paid  for  the  fupport  of  the 
"  King's  authority  againft  the  Scotch  covenan- 
"  ters. 

u  Induftry  and  all  the  arts  of  peace  were  intro- 
tc  duced  among  that  rude  people ;  the  fhipping 
"  of  the  kingdom  augmented  a  hundred  fold ; 
cc  the  cuftoms  tripled  upon  the  fame  rates ;  the 
"  exports  doubled  in  value  to  the  imports ;  ma* 
"  nufaclures,  particularly  that  of  linen,  intrduc- 
M  ed  and  promoted ;  agriculture,  by  means  of 
"  the  Englifh  and  Scottifli  plantations,  gradually 
"  advancing  ;  the  Proteftant  religion  encouraged, 
"  without  the  perfecution  or  difcontent  of  the 
<c  Catholics."  See  Hume's  hiftory,  vol.  6th,  page 
402,  and  the  authorities  there  quoted. 

Remarks  As  vou  have  raked  up  the  afhes  of  the  dead  for 
Grattan's  trie  purpofe  of  defaming  them,  and  thereby  jufti- 
grofsabufe  fying  rebellion  and  maflacre  ;  it  may  not  be  amifs 
of  Straf-  nere  t0  m^ert  an  account  of  the  conduct  of  the 
ford.      Earl  of  Strafford,  when  brought  to  trial  before  his 
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peers  by  mercilefs  cruel  republicans,  who  hunted 
him  to  death,  and  murdered  him  in  defiance  and 
contempt  of  the  known  laws  of  his  country; 
though  you,  with  as  much  ignorance  as  malice, 
ftate  that  he  "  jufify  loft  bis  head;'9  as  if  the  put- 
ting any  man  to  death  by  a  public  execution, 
againft  whom  no  crime,  which  could  warrant 
judgment  of  death  by  the  known  laws  of  the  land> 
was  proved,  and  againft  whom  no  judgment  was 
pronounced  by  his  peers  who  tried  him,  was  an 
act  of  juftice ;  eighty  peers  attended  at  his  trial 
on  an  impeachment  for  high  treafon  by  the  com- 
mons. After  the  trial  had  lafted  eighteen  days, 
the  managers  of  the  commons,  finding  they  had 
failed  in  the  proof  of  any  act  of  treafon  againft 
him,  and  that  the  peers  intended  to  acquit  him, 
immediately  fufpended  the  progrefs  of  the  trial ; 
the  commons  his  accufers  turned  judges,  con- 
trary to  all  law'  and  juftice,  brought  in  and  paffed 
a  bill  of  attainder  againft  him  in  their  own  houfe, 
fent  it  to  the  lords,  compelled  a  majority  of  the 
lords,  by  great  and  outrageous  mobs,  and  mena- 
ces of  affafiination,  to  pafs  the  bill;  forty-five 
lords  only,  out  of  eighty  that  attended  the  trial, 
being  prefent  in  the  houfe  at  the  time  the  bill 
paffed ;  the  reft  being  kept  away  through  dread 
of  republican  violence ;  and  of  thefe  forty-five, 
nineteen  voted  againft  the  bill.  His  majefty  was 
prevailed  upon  by  a  forged  letter,  pretended  to 
have  been  written  by  the  earl  himfelf,  to  give  his 
affent  to  this  murderous  ad;  fuch  was  the  juftice 
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by  which  the  Earl  of  Strafford  lofc  his  head  !  it  is 
modern  French  juftice  !  1  am  not  afhamed  to 
quote  my  hiftorical  authorities,  fee  the  ftate  tri- 
als, ift  vol.  Hume  6th,  vol.  from  p.  400  to  41 1 
Carte's  Ormond,  ift  vol.  p.  131  to  136.  Mr. 
Whitlock,  the  famous  republican,  favourite  of 
Cromwell,  and  author  of  the  memorials,  was 
himfelf  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  appointed  to  conduct,  and  manage 
the  impeachment  againft  the  earl  before  the  lords ; 
he  thus  defcribes  the  behaviour  of  that  greattjr 
man  on  his  trial,  cc  certainly  never  any  man  acted 
"  fuch  a  part  on  fuch  a  theatre,  with  more  wifdom, 
"  conftancy,  and  eloquence,  with  greater  rea- 
<f  fon,  judgment,  ana  temper,  and  with  a  better 
tc  grace  in  all  his  words  and  actions,  than  did  this 
"  great  and  excellent  perfon,  and  he  moved  the 
"  hearts  of  all  his  auditors,  fome  few  excepted, 
"  to  remorfe  and  pity."  And  the  fame  author 
fpeakingof  the  earl's  death,  thus  exprelfes  him- 
felf, "  hedied  with  charity,  courage,  and  ge- 
"  neral  lamentation.  Thus  fell  this  noble  earl, 
"  who  for  natural  parts  and  abilities,  and  for  im- 
"  provement  of  knowledge,  by  experience  in 
"  the  greater!  affairs,  for  wifdom,  faithfulnefs 
(t  and  gallantry  of  mind,  hath  left  few  behind 
"  him,  that  may  be  ranked  equal  with  him,"  fee 
"Whitlock's  memorials  from  p.  40  to  43  ;  fuch 
was  the  language  of  one  of  the  profecutors  of  that 
great  and  unfortunate  ftatefman  refpecting  him  ; 
how  different  from  that  of  you,  his  pofthumous 
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defamer !  who  ftile  him  with  as  much  falfehood 
and  malice,  as  vulgarity,  a  robber. 

After  your  ftating,  contrary  to  all  truth,  to  alt  Remarks 
authentic  hiftory,  that  the  Irifh  were,  before  the  QT^*n>s 
rebellion  and  maffacre,  the  moft  oppreffed  nation  juftificatfi 
on  earth,  that  thefe  oppreffions  were  the  natural  °n  °f  the 

rr  barbarous 

effects  of  a  borough  parliament ;  that  the  inhu-  Romifh 

man  perfecutions  under  which  the  Irifh  then  la-  nl~cre 

.  .        of  1641. 

boured  were  provocations  fufficient  to  excite  in 

the  minds  of  the  people  fentiments  of  the  moft 
favage  revenge,  and  fully  to  juftify  them  ;  you 
break  out  into  the  following  rant,  "  Majpzcre,  * 
"  confufion,  civil  war,  religious  fury  followed 
"  naturally  and  of  courfe  ;  here  you  fee  hatched  1 
"  and  matured  the  egg  which  produced  the  mat 
"  facre,  and  all  that  brood  of  mortal  confequen- 
<c  ces.  The  principles  of  robbery  were  planted  by 
"  the  deputy  (the  Earl  of  Strafford)  and  the  go-  \ 
"  vernment  were  furprized  at  the  growth  of  po- 
"  pular  pillage  ;  had  the  country  been  left  to  a 
"  ftate  of  barbarous  nature,  me  could  not  have 
<c  been  fo  mattered  and  convulfed,  as,  when  thus 
"  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  barbarous  art."  Thus 
you  defend  the  juftice  of  this  horrible  maffacre  ; 
for  the  man  who  tells  us,  that  the  provocation 
given  was  fuch  as  called  for  the  revenge,  juftifies 
the  revenge,  it  then  becomes  but  juftice ;  homi- 
cide is  even  juftifiable  by  the  common  law,  if  the 
provocation  is  fo  great  that  human  nature  cannot 
brook  it,  a  robber  may  be  juftly  flain  by  the  party 
E  2  attacked, 
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attacked,  fuch  homicide  is  felf-defence  ;  here  then 
you  addrefs  the  citizens  of  Dublin  with  a  defence 
of  the  barbarous  maffacre  of  their  unoffending 
proteftant  anceftors  by  mercilefs  Romifh  murder- 
ers. Gracious  God !  a  century  and  an  half  has 
pafled  fince  that  horrid  tranfaction,  and  no  man 
has  in  all  that  time  been  found  audacious  and 
wicked  enough  to  juflify  it,  except  yourfelf;  ma- 
ny have  attempted  to  extenuate  it,  fome  partially 
to  excufe  it,  but  no  one  fully  to  juflify  it,  until 
you  took  up  your  pen  for  that  purpofe ;  to  awa- 
ken the  horror  in  the  minds  of  Irifli  Proteftants, 
which  fuch  an  attempt  rnuft  juftly  excite,  I  (hall 
delineate  from  authentic  hiftorians  fome  of  the 
moft  prominent  and  terrible  features  of  that 
dreadful  cataftrophe. 

"  The  Irijljy  every  where  intermingled  with  the 
Ci  Englifh,  needed  but  a  hint  from  their  leaders  and 
<c  priefts,  to  begin  hojlilities  againji  a  people  whom 
"  they  hated  on  account  of  their  religion,  and  envied 
"  for  their  riches  and  pro/per  ity,  the  houfes,  cattle, 
"  goods  of  the  unwary  Englijh  were  Jirft  feized, 
"  thefe  who  heard  of  the  commotions  in  their  neigh - 
"  bourhood,  in/lead  of  deferting  their  habitations  and 
"  afftmbling  together  for  mutual  protection,  remained 
"  at  home  in  hopes  of  defending  their  property,  and 
iC  fell  thus  feparaiely  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies, 
"  after  rapacity  had  fully  exerted  itfelf,  cruelty,  and 
"  that  the  mofl  barbarous,  that  ever  in  any  nation, 
"  was  known  or  heard  of,  began  its  operations,  an 

"  univerfal 


(   53  ) 

"  univerfal  majfacre  commenced  of  the  Englijh  noio 
"  defencelefs  and  pa/Jively  refigned  to  their  inhuman 
"  foes,  no  age,  no  fex,  no  condition  was  /pared.  The 
wife  weeping  for  her  butchered  hujhand,  and  em- 
"  bracing  her  helplefs  children,  was  pierced  with 
"  them,  and  perijhed  by  the  fame  flroke,  the  old, 
<c  the  young,  the  vigorous,  the  infirm,  underwent  the 
cc  like  fate,  and  were  confounded  in  one  common  ruin  ; 
"  in  vain  did  flight  five  from  the  Jirft  affault,  de- 
"  flruclion  was  every  where  let  loofe,  and  met  the 
"  hunted  viclims  at  every  turn  ;  in  vain  was  recourfe 
"  had  to  relations,  to  companions,  to  friends  ;  all  con- 
"  neclions  were  diffolved,  <and  death  was  dealt  by  that 
"  hand,  from  which  protection  was  implored  and  ex- 
"  peeled ;  without  provocation,  without  oppofition9 
"  the  aftonifhed  Englijh,  being  in  profound  peace  and 
"  full  fecurity^  were  maff acred  by  their  nearefi  neigh- 
"  bours,  with  whom  they  had  long  upheld  a  continued 
"  inter courfe  of  kindnefs  and  good  offices,  but  death 
"  was  the  light  eft  punifhment  inflicled  by  thofe  enraged 
<s  rebels  ;  all  the  tortures  which  wanton  cruelty  could 
"  devife,  all  the  linger ing  pains  of  body,  the  anguijh 
"  of  mind,  the  agonies  of  defpair,  could  not  fatiate 
"  revenge,  excited  without  injury,  and  cruelty  derived 
tc  from  no  caufc  ;  to  enter  into  the  particulars  would 
cc  fliock  the  leaft  delicate  humanity,  fuch  enormities, 
"  though  attefted  by  undoubted  evidence,  appear  almoft 
"  incredible,  depraved  nature,  even  perverted  religion 
c<  encouraged  by  the  utmoft  licence,  reached  not  to  fuch 
"  a  pitch  of  ferocity,  unlefs  the  pity  inherent  in  human 
"  breqfts,  be  dejlroyed,  by  that  contagion  of  example, 

"  which 
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*  which  tranfports  man  beyond  all  the  ufual  motives 
*5  of  conducl  and  behaviour. 

"  The  weaker  fex  them/elves,  naturally  tender  to 
"  their  own  fufferings  and  companionate  to  thofe  of 
u  others,  here  emulated  their  more  robujl  companions, 
cc  in  the  practice  of  every  cruelty ;  even  children, 
"  taught  by  the  example,  and  encouraged  by  the  ex- 
<c  hortation  of  their  parents,  effayed  their  feeble  blows 
"  on  the  dead  car  cafes  or  defencelefs  children  of  the 
"  Englijh  ;  the  very  avarice  of  the  Irifh  was  not  a 
"  f efficient  reflraint  to  their  cruelty,  fuch  was  their 
"  frenzy,  that  the  cattle  which  they  had feized,  and 
"  by  rapine  had  made  their  own,  yet  becaufe  they  bore 
w  the  name  of  Englijh,  were  wantonly  flaughtered,  or 
"  when  covered  with  wounds,  turned  loofe  into  the 
"  woods  and  defarts. 

u  The  fiately  buildings  or  commodious  habitations 
"  of  the  planters,  as  if  upbraiding  the  floth  and  igno- 
i6  ranee  of  the  natives,  were  confumed  with  fire,  or 
w  laid  level  with  the  ground,  and  where  the  miferable 
"  owners,  jhut  up  in  their  houfes  and  preparing  for 
<c  defence,  perifhed  in  the  flames,  together  with  their 
iC  wives  and  children,  a  double  triumph  was  offered 
"  to  their  infulting  foes. 

u  If  any  where  a  number  affembled  together,  and 
"  affuming  courage  from  defpair,  were  refolved  to 
"  fweeien  death  by  a  revenge  on  their  affaffins,  &c. 
*  &c.  they  were  dif armed  by  capitulations  and  pro- 

*  viifes 
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H  mifes  of  Safety,  confirmed  by  the  mofl  folemn  oaths, 
u  but  no  fooner  had  they  furrendered,  than  the  rebels , 
"  with  perfidy  equal  to  their  cruelty made  them  Jharc 
11  the  fate  of  their  unhappy  countrymen. 

M  Others,  more  ingenious  fill  in  their  barbarity ', 
M  tempted  their  pr  if  oners,  by  the  fond  love  of  life,  to 
u  embrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  friends, 
"  brothers,  and  parents,  and  having  thus  rendered 
"  them  accomplices  in  guilt,  gave  them  that  death, 
"  which  they  fought  to  Jhun  by  defer  ving  it. 

"  Amidfl  all  thefe  enormities,  the  f acred  name  of 
"  religion  founded  on  every  fide,  not  to  flop  the  hands 
"  of  thefe  murderers,  but  to  enforce  their  blows,  and 
M  to  fie  el  their  hearts  againfl  every  movement  of  hu- 
"  man  or  fecial  fympathy  ;  the  EngHJh,  as  hereticks, 
"  abhorred  of  God,  and  det  eft  able  to  all  holy  men, 
"  were  marked  out  by  the  priefls  for  flaughter  ;  and 
"  of  all  aclions  to  rid  the  world  of  thefe  declared  ene- 
"  mies  to  Catholic  faith  and  piety,  was  reprefented  as 
"  the  mofl  meritorious  nature,  which  in  that  rude 
"  people  was  fiifficiently  inclined  to  atrocious  deeds ^ 
"  was  further  flimulated  by  precept,  and  national 
"  prejudices  empoifoned  by  thofe  averfions,  more  deadly 
<f  and  incurable,  which  arofe  from  an  enraged fuper- 
"  flition,  while  death  fnijhed  the  fufferings  of  each 
"  viclim,  the  bigotted  affajfins,  with  joy  and  exulta- 
<£  tion,  fill  echoed  in  his  expiring  ears,  that  thefe 
"  agonies  were  but  the  commencement  of  torments  in* 
^  finite  and  eternal" 

Such 
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Such  is  the  defcription  of  this  hellifh  maflacre 
given  by  Mr.  Hume  in  the  6th  vol.  of  his  hiftory 
from  page  410  to  436,  and  he  ftiles  it,  an  event 
memorable  in  the  annals  of  human  kind,  and  worthy 
to  be  held  in  perpetual  detejlation  and  abhorrence. 
That  he  has  not  heightened  the  picture  beyond 
reality,  the  writings  of  Temple,  of  Clarendon,  of 
Rufhworth,  of  Whitlock,  cotemporary  hiftorians, 
and  volumes  of  original  depofitions  taken  on  the 
occafion,  and  now  extant  in  the  library  of  Tri- 
nity College  Dublin,  fufficiently  prove;  fome  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  have  indeed  prevailed,  res- 
pecting the  number  of  the  immolated  victims  ; 
Mr.  Carte,  a  writer  of  lingular  humanity,  and 
juftice,  examines  thofe  opinions  refpecting  the 
number  with  great  candour,  and  in  his  hiftory 
of  the  Duke  of  Ormond  lft  vol.  p.  177,  178, 
ftates  that  though  fome  writers  had  fwelled  the 
amount  of  the  murdered  to  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand,  yet  that  Peter  Walfh,  a  Romifh 
fryar,  calculated  the  number  flaughtered  to 
amount  to  eight  thoufand  only;  but  that  Sir 
William  Petty  in  his  political  anatomy  of  Ireland, 
computed  the  number  of  Protectants  mafiacred  in 
cold  blood,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  Irifli  rebellion, 
to  amount  to  thirty-feven  thoufand,  and  to  this 
laft  calculation,  Mr.  Carte  gives  his  own  appro- 
bation, founded  on  the  known  abilities  of  Sir 
William  Petty,  his  Ikill  in  calculation,  and  the 
opportunities  he  had  of  obtaining  authentic  in- 
formation, he  having,  fliortly  after  this  dreadful 
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period,  furvcyed  the  whole  kingdom.  It  is  here 
to  be  remarked  that  in  Mr.  Hume's  account  Eng- 
lifhman  and  Proteftant  are  fynonimous,  the  na- 
tive Irifli  Romanifts  to  this  day  counting  every 
Proteftant,  though  of  Irifh  name  and  family,  an 
Englifhman,  and  having,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  but  one  word  in  their  language  to 
fignify  both.  Did  you  mean  to  infult  the  citi- 
zens of  Dublin  by  celebrating  this  horrid  maffa- 
cre,  as  a  juft  retaliation  on  the  Irifli  Proteftants, 
as  oppreflbrs  of  the  Irifh  nation  ?  What  opinion 
do  you  think  the  citizens  of  Dublin  will  entertain 
of  the  heart  of  the  man,  who  could  juftify  fo 
barbarous  a  tranfaclion  ?  Surely  every  Proteftant 
in  the  nation,  and  every  Romanift  too,  who  is 
not  one  of  your  energeticks,  will  hold  the  fame 
opinion  of  its  advocate,  as  Mr.  Hume  held  of  the 
event  itfelf,  to  wit,  that  he  is  worthy  to  be  held 
in  perpetual  deteftation  and  abhorrence ! 

I  have  recited  this  hiftorical  account  of  the 
Irifli  maffacre  in  the  words  of  the  hiftorian,  with- 
out adding  one  tittle  to  it,  not  with  a  view  of 
awakening  old  animofities,  and  exciting  to  new 
outrages,  the  purpofe  for  which  you  have  lugged 
it  head  and  ftioulders  into  your  addrefs. 

I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  many,  I  hope 
and  believe  a  great  majority,  of  the  Irifh  Roman- 
ifts of  the  prelent  day,  hold  it  in  as  much  abhor- 
rence as  I  do,  but  I  have  taken  this  notice  of  it, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  you  have  provoked  it ;  and  to  hold  you 
up  in  your  proper  colours  to  the  nation,  which 
you  have  infulted  by  juftifying  it,  to  {hew  the 
reafonable  Romanifts,  (for  I  write  not  to  your 
energcticks )  to  what  barbarous  and  dangerous  ex- 
tremities you  are  urging  them,  merely  for  the 
gratification  of  your  own  ambition,  and  avarice ; 
and  to  diffect  and  expofe  to  publick  infpection, 
the  heart  of  a  man,  capable  of  publiftiing  to  the 
world  his  approbation  of  the  barbarous  Irifh  maf- 
facre,  and  of  the  prefent  horrible  nocturnal  mur- 
ders, conflagrations,  and  robberies,  perpetrated 
by  your  popular  and  energetick  Romanifts  >  through- 
out a  great  part  of  this  nation,  exactly  of  the 
fame  kind  with  thofe  perpetrated  by  the  Irifh  re- 
bels in  the  year  1641,  and  which  you  emphati- 
cally ftile,  the  exertions  of  the  fpirit  of  political  refor* 
mation,  operating  for  liberty  in  moft  inftances,  and 
which  in  your  addrefs  you  Simulate  them  to,  as 
well  by  your  avowed  approbation  of  former  maf- 
facres,  as  by  telling  them,  that  the  exertions  of 
the  prefent  government,  in  Rationing  and  em- 
ploying the  king's  army  in  different  parts  of  the 
nation,  for  the  fuppreflion  of  thefe  murders  and 
robberies,  and  the  protection  of  the  loyal  and 
peaceable  fubjects  under  the  guidance  of  the  civil 
magiftrates,  are  murders,  and  the  minifter  a  mur- 
derer, and  employer  of  murderers  ;  thus  you  call 
the  energetick  Romanifts,  to  arms !  thus  you 
found  the  trumpet  of  infurrection  and  maffacre, 
by  the  moft  notorious  and  malignant  falfehoods  ! 

"  The 
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"  The  minifter  (you  exclaim)  deftroyed  liberty, 
"  and  property,  he  confumed  the  prefs,  he  burri- 
"  ed  houfes  and  villages,  he  murdered  and  he  fail- 
"  ed  (that  is,  my  brave  confederates,  he  has  not 
"  yet  been  able  to  fupprefs  the  murders,  and  rob- 
"  beries  of  you  the  energetick  Romanics  J  recall 
"  your  murderer,  we  faid,  and  in  his  place,  dit 
<c  patch  our  meflenger,  try  conciliation,"  that  is, 
banifh  your  magiftracy,  recall  the  army,  who  are 
fub-murderers,  from  the  country,  extinguifti  all 
law,  abandon  the  loyal  and  peaceable  Irifli  Pro- 
teftant  fubjects,  to  murder,  robbery  and  confla- 
gration, give  the  kingdom  up  without  further 
conteft  to  the  popular  and  energetick  Romanifts,  and 
fubmit  your  throats  to  the  knife,  without  further 
ftruggle  *,  for  the  mafs  of  the  people,  the  Irijh  nation, 
are  determined  to  maflacre  you  all,  you  are  fo- 
reigners, murderers,  and  merit  flaughter. 

I  cannot  yet  difmifs  your  anfwer  to  the  addrefs 
of  the  Romanifts  aflembled  at  Francis-ftreet 
Chapel  without  one  further  remark  as  well 
on  your  vanity,  as  your  deceit :  you  mention 
therein  during  the  very  Ihort  government  of  Earl 
Fitzwilliam  that,  "  we  (meaning  yourfelf  and 
"  your  puny  faction  of^twelve  members  in  the 
"  Houfe  of  Commons)  obtained  a  great  force  and 
u  a  great  fupply  with  the  confent  and  confidence 
"  of  the  people,"  and  you  add,  "  it  is  no  proof 
"  of  wifdom  to  take  the  taxes  and  continue  the 

abufes,  to  da£h  away  the  affedion  of  the  people 

"  of 
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65  of  Ireland,  to  felect  the  moment  when  the  peo- 
"  pie  of  Ireland  came  forward  with  her  blood  and 
"  treafure,  refolute  to  ftand  or  fall  with  the  Bri- 
M  tifh  nation,  to  plant  a  dagger  in  her  heart/' 
all  thcfe  paragraphs  are  a  continued  chain  of  de- 
ceit ;  i ft  you  intended  to  infinuate,  that  by  your 
influence,  and  that  of  your  party  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  a  large  fupply  was  procured  in  the 
lieutenancy  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  and  a  confidera- 
ble  increafe  of  troops  voted ;  do  you  think  any 
man  in  Ireland,  can  be  impofed  upon  by  fuch  le- 
gerdemain? The  exertions  and  influence  of  you 
and  your  party,  could  not  have  added,  or  deduct- 
ed, one  fhilling  to,  or  from,  the  fupply  ;  nor  one 
man  to,  or  from,  the  number  of  troops  voted  ; 
you  might  indeed  have  retarded  the  fupply,  per- 
haps for  a  couple  of  days,  by  your  frothy  ha- 
rangues, and  you  might  by  fuch  means,  have  de- 
tained the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
for  a  night  or  two  to  late  hours ;  the  impotence 
of  you,  and  your  party  in  the  houfe,  is  fo  well 
known,  that  your  boaft  of  having  obtained  a  great 
force  and  a  great  fupply,  inftead  of  procuring  you 
any  credit,  only  excites  laughter  at  your  extrava- 
gant vanity,  in  thofe  who  know,  and  confider 
only  your  imbecility  ;  a  fneer  of  contempt  at  your 
deceit,  in  thofe  who  know  you  intended  this  part 
of  your  anfwer  to  the  addrefs,  for  the  infpection 
of  the  Englifb  Jacobins,  your  mafters,  to  induce 
them  to  believe  that  you  are  of  great  weight  and 
confequence  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 

might, 
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might,  if  you  had  thought  proper,  have  defeated 
or  diminifhed  the  fupply  ;  and  a  flare  of  furprize 
in  all,  at  your  impudence,  in  openly  publishing 
in  Ireland,  what  every  man  in  Ireland,  who  has 
ever  adverted  to  public  affairs,  knows  to  be  a 
falfehood.    Secondly,  you  intended  to  infinuate, 
that  you  and  your  friends  procured  an  ample  fup- 
ply, and  an   additional  number  of  troops  on 
the  terms  exprefs  or  implied,  that  government 
{hould  exert  all  its  intereft  to  caufe  your  bill  for 
what  you  ftile  Catholic  emancipation^  to  be  enacted 
into  a  law,  and  that  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
was  a  breach  of  the  terms,  and  a  ftab  to  the  heart 
of  the  nation  ;  but  it  is  evident  no  fuch  terms 
could  have  been  agreed  upon,  becaufe  the  whole 
nation  knew  that  you  and  your  friends  could  nei- 
ther procure  the  grant  or  the  denial  of  a  fupply, 
therefore  no  terms  could  have  been  made  with 
you  or  them,  on  that  fcore ;  it  is  indeed  certain 
enough  that  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  or  rather  you  his 
governor,  did  determine  to  exert  all  the  intereft 
and  power  of  government  to  caufe  that  bill  to 
pafs  into  a  law,  and  that  fuch  exertion  of  that  in- 
tereft was  defeated  by  the  fudden  recall  of  Eari 
Fitzwilliam,  but  that  his  recall,  and  the  defeat  of 
fuch  a  bill,  were  confidered  by  the  nation  as  a  na- 
tional calamity,  as  a  ftab  to  the  heart  of  the  nati- 
on, and  as  a  fignal  inftance  of  ingratitude,  after 
ample  fupplies  had  been  voted  by  the  Irifh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  is  a  falfehood  as  groundlefs  as  any 
other  contained  in  your  addrefs,  for  every  Protec- 
tant 
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tant  in  the  nation,  except  fome  ufurpers  of  that 
name,  the  difciples  of  Paine,  Price,  and  Prieftley, 
lhewed  every  demonftration  of  joy  on  the  recall 
of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  that  is,  a  body  of  the  Irifli 
people  porTeffing  forty-nine  parts  out  of  fifty  of 
the  landed  property  of  Ireland,  and  at  lead  nine- 
teen parts  out  of  twenty,  of  the  perfonal  proper- 
ty, the  great  landed  and  monied  intereft  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  as  to  the  bill  for  what  you  frau- 
dulently ftile  the  emancipation  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, you  informed  your  popular  and  energetick  Ro- 
manifts,  your  committee  of  nine,  in  your  anfwer 
to  the  addrefs  of  them  and  their  mob,  that  you 
meant  with  their  permiffion  to  introduce  their  bill, 
immediately  after  the  recefs,  which  took  place  on 
the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  which  permillion 
that  more  refpectable  committee  of  nine,  compofed 
of  traders,  fhopkeepers,  and  empiricks,  by  their 
refolution  of  the  9th  of  April  1795,  moft  graci- 
oufly  conceded  to  you  :  after  the  playing  of  this 
farce,  between  you  and  this  doughty  committee, 
you  introduced  this  bill  into  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, out  of  which  it  was  fcouted  by  an  immenfe 
majority  of  the  houfe.  you  and  about  twenty 
more,  only,  fupporting  it ;  what  proof  then  have 
you  of  the  truth  of  your  afTertions  that  the  recall 
of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  was  a  flab  to  the  heart  of  the 
nation,  and  a  mark  of  the  blacked  ingratitude  to 
the  nation,  which  had  granted  ample  fupplies  ?  al- 
moft  the  whole  body  of  the  landed  and  moneyed 
intereft  of  the  nation,  manifefted  the  utmoft  joy 
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on  the  recall  of  that  nobleman,  and  the  fame 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  had  granted  the  fup- 
plies,  almoft  unanimoufly  fcouted  out  your  eman- 
cipation bill,  the  favourite  meafure  of  that  noble- 
man and  thofe  employed  by  him  ;  in  fhort,  it  is 
plain,  that  in  your  anfweryou  mean  fraudulently 
to  impofe  your  Romanift  committee,  and  their 
mob,  your  popular  and  energetick  Romanifts,  on 
your  Jacobin  matters  in  England,  as  the  lrifh  na- 
tion, the  Irifli  people  ;  fo  much  for  your  anfwer 
to  the  addrefs  of  the  popular  and  energetick  Ro- 
manifts  aflembled  in  Francis-ftreet  Chapel. 


The  Romifh  committee  having  by  your  advice  Proceed- 
difpatched  three  delegates  to  the  Britifli  court,  as  ^^jjf16 
ambalTadors  with  a  remonflrance,  which  they  pre-  affembly 
fented  to  his  majefty  at  his  levee,  againft  the  re*  ^J^cha" 
call  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  and  being  there  received  pel  on  the 
with  all  the  contempt,  which  the  prefumption  9^°^ 
and  abfurdity  of  their  million  merited,  returned  i79^, 
to  Ireland  and  fummoned  another  meeting:  ofJheir  Pub" 
their  party,  at  the  Romifh  Chapel  in  Francis-  rations  of 
ftreet  on  the  oth  of  April  i7Q<,  four  members  oftheir  re" 

c    •      i         i '  f  i       ^    ^    •  publican 
your  committee  or  nine  here  difplayed  their  ora-  principles 

torial  abilities ;  as  they  were  all  well  known  to  be  and  tn^ir 

i         o        i  ii  determin- 

your  puppets,  and  to  act  under  your  control,  and  edhoftilitv 
inftructions,  a  fhort  account  of  the  proceedings t0  Great 
of  this  afiembly  and  of  the  tendency  of  their aJdtheir 
fpeeches  will  ferve  more  clearly  to  illuftrate  your  recogniti- 
dangerous  projects ;  one  principal  object  with  this  Tone,^' 
affembly,  was,  to  impofe  a  belief  an  the  lrifh  Pro-  French 

tenants  pf  their 
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agents,  as  teftants  remote  from  Dublin,  that  the  pretenfions 

Grattl!f r*  °^  ^ie^e  P°Pu"ar  and  energetick  R.omantfts^  were  fa- 
voured  by  the  body  of  the  Proteftants  of  Dublin, 
and  to  give  a  countenance  to  this  fraud,  a  few 
Romifli  ftudents  of  1  rinity  College  Dublin,  (Ro- 
manifts  having  been  Ihortly  before  enabled  by  act 
of  parliament  to  receive  their  education  in  that 
feminary)  repaired  to  the  affembly  ;  their  appear- 
ance at  the  Romifh  Chapel  was  preconcerted,  they 
were  received  with  great  acclamation,  and  one  of 
the  orators  welcomed  them  in  a  moft  bombaftick 
addrefs,  he  affected,  as  did  the  reft  of  the  affem- 
bly,  to  treat  them,  as  if  they  were  the  whole  of 
the  Proteftant  ftudents  of  the  College  of  Dublin, 
although  all  the  affembly  knew  the  contrary; 
many  of  thefe  young  men  being  the  children  of 
leading  Romanifts  then  prefent,  and  they  were 
part  of  a  body,  who  had  on  that  day  prefented  a 
fulfome  addrefs  to  you,  and  were  then  returning 
after  perfuming  your  idolfhip  with  their  incenfe  j 
two  of  thefe  Romanift  ftudents,  in  their  turns  ha- 
rangued the  affembly,  and  inveighed  with  all  the 
bitternefs  of  the  moft  malignant  Romifli  natives, 
againft  all  connection  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ;  they  appeared  to  be  perfectly  well  tutor- 
ed in  all  the  rebellious  doctrine  of  feparation  of 
this  country  from  Britain  ;  in  all  the  Romifh  pub- 
lications of  the  transactions  of  this  affembly,  the 
attendance  of  this  handful  of  ftudents  is  blazoned 
forth,  as  if  it  was  the  attendance  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Proteftant  Univerfity  of  Dublin ; 

the 
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the  fpeeches  uttered  at  this  aflembly  were  publifli* 
ed  in  mod  of  the  daily  papers  in  Dublin,  and 
were  carefully  copied  into  Jacobin  Newfpapers 
in  London  ;  one  orator,  of  the  name  of  M'Nevin, 
one  of  the  committee  of  nine,  after  reprefenting 
Great  Britain  as  almoft  totally  fubdued  by  the 
arms  of  France,  advifes  the  Romanifts  immedi- 
ately, and  during  the  war,  to  commence  all  kind 
of  hoftilities  againft  Britain,  and  thus  declaims, 
"  what  may  we  not  expect  from  the  madnefs  of 
u  her  returning  profperity,  when  amidft  the 
"  wreck  of  all  her  greatnefs>  by  a  treatment  equally 
<c  irritating  and  unjuft,  fhe  feems  to  folicit  infur- 
u  rection  amongft  the  people,  or  to  command  a 
"  dereliction  of  their  rights  !"  Throughout  all 
their  fpeeches,  thefe  Romifli  orators  affect  to  take 
it  as  granted,  that  what  they  call  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, is  the  wifh  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland, 
that  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  are  attached  friends 
to  their  pretenlions,  or  too  inconfiderable  to  be 
at  all  conlidered  in  the  difcuflion  of  them,  and 
that  they  are  only  oppofed  by  the  Britifh  minis- 
try ;  fuch  deception  they  think  may  have  weight 
in  England,  where  the  falfehood,  the  utter  con- 
tempt of  truth,  the  meannefs,  poverty  and  impo- 
tence of  the  declaimers  are  unknown,  but  they 
well  know,  they  and  their  affertions,  are  treated 
with  due  contempt  in  Ireland. 

The  fame  orator  proceeds  thus,  "  It  is  the  pro- 
"  tection  of  England,  which  has  taken  away  our 
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€C  regular  army  to  be  employed  in  her  impious  cru* 
"  fade,  her  protection  has  not  left  you  a  port  from 
"  Bilboa  to  the  Baltick,  and  involved  you  in  a 
tc  war,  in  which  had  {he  been  fuccefsful,  had  not 
"  the  judgment  of  God  overtaken  her,  (he  would  have 
"  the  power,  and  I  doubt  not,  the  inclination,  to 
"  rivet  your  bolts  for  ever,  her  protection  has 
"  been  well  compared  to  that  of  the  exalted  oak 
"  in  the  thunder  ftorm ;  to  the  unphilofophick 
"  clown  who  feeks  its  {hade,  the  tree  ferves  to 
"  conduct,  more  unerringly  the  lightning's  force 
"  upon  his  head ;  the  moment  is  at  hand,  when 
"  the  world  {hall  know  how  toeftimate  the  con- 
"  neclion  of  both  countries,  and  the  independ- 
"  ence  of  our  {late  ;  the  problem  will  be  now  re- 
cc  folved,  whether  Ireland  be  a  free  and  imperial 
"  nation,  or  only  an  outlying  province  to  Great 
"  Britain/' 

All  thefe  orators  magnified  the  general  popula- 
tion of  Ireland,  and  the  excefs  of  the  numbers  of 
Romanifts,  over  that  of  the  Proteftants  in  it,  be- 
yond all  bounds  of  truth  and  probability ;  and 
further  to  excite  rebellion,  they  diminiftied  the 
population  of  Britain  in  the  fame  degree,  and  def- 
canted  throughout,  on  defeats  and  difcomfitures 
of  the  Britifti  arms,  which  never  happened,  and 
they  all  in  the  moll  violent  terms  reprobated  all 
ideas  of  an  union  with  Great  Britain,  and  urged 
the  neceflity  of  a  parliamentary  reform. 
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Another  of  thefe  orators  of  the  name  of  Ryan, 
a  member  of  the  committee  of  nine,  endeavoured 
in  his  harangue,  to  perfuade  fuch  of  his  audience 
as  had  taken  the  oath  enjoined  to  be  taken  by  the 
act  of  1793  Dv  a^  Romanifts  who  were  defirous 
of  having  the  benefit  of  that  act,  that  nothing 
contained  in  that  oath,  could  prevent  them  from 
endeavouring  to  overthrow  the  prefent  Proteftant 
Church  eftablifliment  in  Ireland  :  1  he  claufe  in  the 
oath  relating  to  the  church  eftablifliment  is  as 
follows. 

"  And  I  do  hereby  difclaim,  difavow,  and  fo- 
"  lemnly  abjure  any  intention  to  fubvert  the  pre- 
<€  fent  church  eftablifliment,  for  the  purpofe  of 
"  fubflituting  a  Catholic  eftablifliment  in  its 
«  flead." 

The  argument  of  the  laft  mentioned  orator,  is 
thus :  "  you  have  not  abfolutely  fworn,  that  you 
will  not  endeavour  to  fubvert  the  prefent  Protef- 
tant Church  eftablifliment ;  you  have  only  fworn 
that  you  will  not  endeavour  to  fubvert  it,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fubflituting  a  Romifh  Church  eftablifli- 
ment in  its  room  ;  but  notwithstanding  this  oath, 
you  may  fubvert  the  prefent  Proteftant  Church 
eftablifliment,  provided  you  do  not  fubftitute  a 
Romifli  eftablifliment  in  its  room  \  now  when  we 
fubvert  the  prefent,  we  will  live  without  any  ef- 
tablifliment, and  we  will  not  fubftitute  a  Romifli 
eftablifliment  in  the  room  of  that  fubverted"  :  his 
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words  on  this  occafion  are  remarkable,  "  and  I 
"  will  fay,  that  I  have  reafon  to  think  that  Ca- 
"  tholics,  fo  far  from  being  willing  to  fubvert  one 
"  eftablifliment,  in  order  to  fubjlituie  their  own  in 
"  its  place,  would  not,  if  all  eftablifliments  were 
"  levelled  to  the  ground,  defire  or  confent  to 
"  build  up  an  exclufive  eftablifliment  for  their 
"  own  clergy  and  their  own  creeds." 

This  aflembly  then  came  to  feveral  refolu lions, 
fome  of  them  I  mall  infert. 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  we  are  fincerely 
"  and  unalterably  attached,  to  the  rights,  liber- 
"  ties,  and  independence  of  our  native  country,  and 
<c  we  pledge  ourfelves,  colleclively  and  individually, 
"  to  refift,  even  our  own  emancipation — if  pro- 
"  pofed  to  be  conceded  on  the  ignominious  terms 
"  of  an  acquiefcence,  in  the  fatal  meafure  of  an 
"  union,  with  the  fitter  kingdom," 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  right  hon. 
"  Henry  Grattan,  be  requefted  to  introduce  the 
<c  Catholic  bill,  immediately  on  the  meeting  of 
"  parliament." 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  of 
"  this  meeting  be  refpeclfully  prefented  to  our 
"  agent,  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  Efq;  for  the  readi- 
<c  nefs  with  which  he  accompanied  our  deputies 
"  to  England,  and  the  many  other  important  fer* 
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"  vices 9  he  has  rendered  to  the  Catholic  body  in 
"  purfuit  of  emancipation,  fervices  which  no  gra- 
n  titude  can  overrate,  and  no  remuneration  can  over- 
"  pay." 

Before  I  proceed  further  in  detailing  the  con- Account 
duel  of  you,  and  your  confederates,  the  popular  ^J^r* 
and  energetick  Romariifts,  it  is  neceflary  for  me  to 
explain,  not  to  you,  but  to  the  publick,  who  this 
Tur.  Tone,  your  fellow  agent  for  the  Romifh  com- 
mittee  of  nine,  is,  and  what  his  publick  conduct 
has  been  ;  as  fuch  explanation,  will  ftrongly  tend 
to  illufl rate  your  conduct  in  fome  particulars,  and 
to  clear  away  all  doubts  refpecting  your  real  de« 
figns. 

This  Mr.  Tone,  is  the  fon  of  a  mechanick  of 
fome  fort  in  Dublin,  who  found  means  to  pro- 
cure him  an  education  in  the  College  of  Dublin, 
and  he  afterwards  made  his  way  to  the  bar ;  he 
formed  that  fociety  of  affaflins,  the  United  Irifh- 
men  ;  his  name  has  often  appeared  as  fecretary  to 
that  pack  of  blood  hounds;  in  1792  he  publifhed 
a  pamphlet,  entitled  an  argument  on  behalf  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland ;  the  object  of  it  is  to  fhew 
the  deplorable  fate  of  Ireland,  arifing  from  her  con- 
neBion  with  Great  Britain,  to  prove  that  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  Romanifts,  by  their  admifTion  into 
the  legiflature  will  be  followed  neceflarily  by  a 
parliamentary  reform,  and  that  fuch  reform,  pro- 
duced by  fuch  means,  will  enable  Ireland  toexift, 
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as  an  independent  ftate,  perfectly  fevered  from 
Great  Britain  ;  he  ftates  that  every  hour  brings 
forth  to  Ireland  infinite  refources  and  provoca- 
tions to  independence,  he  lavifties  the  higheft 
praifes  on  the  national  affembly  of  France,  de- 
fcribing  them,  "  as  a  body  of  reprefentatives,  not 
V  of  their  conftituents  merely,  but  of  man,  whofe 
tc  nature  they  have  exalted  beyond  the  limits, 
<c  that  even  providence  feemed  to  have  bounded 
M  it  by,"  he  clofes  his  pamphlet,  by  an  addrefs 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  in  thefe  words,  "  let  them 
"  once  cry  reform,  and  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  are 
"  free,  independent,  and  happy  J9 

This  pamphlet  recommended  Mr.  Tone,  to 
your  committee  of  nine,  your  popular  and  ener- 
getick  Romanifts,  they  employed  him  as  your  co- 
adjutor in  emancipation,  and  voted  him  the  fum 
of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  for  his  trouble, 

A  man  of  the  name  of  Jackfon  was  fent  over 
to  Ireland  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1794,  by 
the  French  convention,  as  a  fpy,  to  procure  them 
intelligence  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  the  difpofition 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  practicability  of  an 
invafion ;  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan,  and  Doctor 
Reynolds,  both  of  them  now  exiles,  outlawed  for 
high  treafon,  and  Mr.  Tone,  now  an  exile  too, 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  French  fpy, 
formed  a  ftricl  connection  with  him  ;  Rowan  was 
introduced  to  him  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Lew- 
ins, 
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ins,  one  of  the  orators  at  this  aflembly  in  Francis- 
ftreet  Chapel  of  the  9th  of  April  1795,  a  remark- 
able Romifh  agitator;  Tone  being  a  man  of  let- 
ters and  a  barrifter,  was  fixed  on  by  the  French 
fpy,  to  draw  up  a  ftate  of  Ireland  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  French  convention,  to  encourage  them 
to  invade  the  kingdom  ;  this  bufinefs  Mr.  Tone 
co-agent  with  you  for  the  Irifli  Romanifts,  per- 
formed in  April  1794,  Jackfon  was  arretted  by 
the  government  in  the  fame  month,  and  after 
putting  off  his  trial  by  affidavits,  once  or  twice, 
he  was  at  length  tried,  and  convicted  of  high  trea- 
fon,  at  the  bar  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  on 
the  23d  of  April  1795,  and  being  brought  up  to 
receive  fentence  on  the  30th  of  that  month,  he 
died  at  the  bar,  having  previoufly  fwallowed  poi- 
fon  ;  his  aforefaid  affociates  made  their  efcapes  ; 
on  this  trial,  the  paper  drawn  up  by  Tone,  as  a  Mr. 
ftate  of  this  nation,  for  the  ufe  of  the  French  con-  Tone'l 

ftate  of 

vention,  was  read  in  evidence,  having  been  in-  Ireland 
tercepted  at  the  poft  office;  in  this  paper,  this^!*^eu^e 
co-agent  with  you  for  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  grofsly  French 
miftates  the  relative  numbers  of  inhabitants  of conventl" 
different  feels ;  he  reduces  the  Proteftants  of  the 
eftablifhed  Church  to  one  half  their  number,  he 
more  than  doubles  the  number  of  Proteftant  dif- 
fenters,  indeed  he  trebles  it,  and  he  adds  at  lead 
one-third  to  the  number  of  Romanifts  ;  his  rea- 
fon  for  thus  falfifying  is  obvious,  he  was  a  man 
of  defperate  fortune,  he  was  as  firmly  attached  to 
the  project  of  the  feparation  of  this  nation  from 
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Great  Britain,  as  you,  or  the  aflembly  at  Francis* 
Itreet  Chapel,  his  and  your  employers ;  Mr. 
Tone's  attachment  to  this  project  may  be  feen  by 
his  writings,  and  that  of  the  aflembly  at  Francis- 
ftreet,  by  their  fpeeches,  publifhed  by  themfelves 
with  great  oftentation,  in  which  they  publickly 
avow  the  doctrine  of  reparation  :  Mr.  Tone  very 
well  knew,  that  the  execution  of  fuch  a  project, 
could  not  be  even  attempted  with  any  reafonable 
profpect  of  fuccefs,  without  the  aid  of  an  army  of 
French  aflaflins,  and  he  was  apprehenfive,  if  he 
itated  the  relative  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland  of  different  fects  truly,  that  the  French 
would  decline  the  hazard  of  an  expedition  to  Ire- 
land :  In  refpect  however  to  the  property,  politi- 
cal opinions,* and  inclinations,  of  the  different 
feels,  his  ftatement  is  more  to  be  depended  on, 
though  not  accurately  true;  it  proceeds  thus, 
"  the  Protectants  of  the  eftablifhed  church  have 
"  engrofled,  befides  the  whole  church  patronage, 
"  all  the  profits  and  honors  of  the  country  exclu- 
<6  lively,  and  a  very  great  mare  of  the  landed 
"  property  ;  the  diflenters  are  fteady  republicans, 
"  devoted  to  liberty,  and  through  all  the  ftages 
"  of  the  French  revolution,  have  been  enthufiaf- 
"  tically  attached  to  it ;  the  Catholics,  the  great 
"  body  of  the  people,  are  in  the  loweft  degree  of 
ci  ignorance,  and  are  ready  for  any  change,  be- 
ct  caufe  no  change  can  make  them  worfe ;  the 
<;  whole  peafantry  may  be  faid  to  be  Catholics, 
5*  they  are  in  a  femi-barbarous  flate,  which  of  all 
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41  others  is  the  bed  adapted  for  making  war ;  m 
44  Ireland  the  very  name  of  England,  and  her  power 
"  is  univerfally  odious,  fave  with  thofe  who  have 
"  an  intereft  in  maintaining  it,  that  is,  with  the 
"  Proteftants  of  the  eftablifhment,  who  compofe 
44  the  parliament,  and  grand  juries,  and  are  arif- 
"  tocrats,  whofe  very  tenantry,  and  dependants 
"  would  defert  and  turn  againft  them,  on  the 
<c  firft  convulfion,  which  would  level  them  in 
"  the  duft  ;  the  diffenters  are  enemies  to  the  Eng. 
"  lifh  power,  from  reafon,  and  from  reflection, 
"  the  Catholics  from  a  hatred  of  the  Englifh  name, 
44  ref ulting  from  the  tyranny  of  near  feven  centuries" 
and  he  ftates  the  fame  grievances  which  you  have 
fo  often  complained  of,  to  wit,  "  the  church  ef- 
M  tabliftiment,  the  payment  of  tythes,  the  go- 
"  vernment  profecutions,  the  convention  act, 
4C  the  gun  powder  act,  &c.  &c."  all  which  he  re- 
prefents,  "  as  deprefling  public  fpirit,  and  as  leav- 
44  ing  no  method  for  the  people  to  make  their 
"  fentiments  known,  but  by  war,"  that  is,  by 
open  rebellion  when  the  French  army  {hall  arrive ; 
and  by  nocturnal  murders  and  plunder,  until  that 

blefled  period  fo  far  proceeded  your  co-agent 

for  the  Romanifts,  your  fellow  labourer  in  the 
vineyard  of  emancipation,  in  his  treafonable  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  enemy  ! 

However  heightened  the  colouring  of  this  pic- 
ture, drawn  by  the  pencil  of  Mr.  Tone,  of  the 
fituation  of  this  country,  for  the  infpection  of  the 
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French  convention,  maybe,  the  time  of  painting 
it,  and  feveral  traits  in  it  are  very  well  worthy  of 
notice ;  at  the  very  time  he  painted  it,  in  April 
1794,  and  for  a  long  time  before,  he  was  the  ac- 
knowledged agent,  of  the  popular  and  energetick 
Romanifts,  the  identical  perfons  who  employed 
you  ;  and  the  oftenfible  employment  of  you  both, 
was  the  work  of  what  you  and  thefe  Romanifts 
fraudulently  ftile  emancipation  ;  at  that  very  time, 
it  was  notorious,  that  he  had  carried  on,  or  at- 
tempted to  carry  on,  a  treafonable  correfpondence 
with  the  enemy,  with  the  privity  at  lead  of  fome 
of  the  Romanift  orators,  at  this  afiembly  of  Fran- 
cis -ftreet  Chapel,  particularly  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Lewins,  as  has  been  proved  on  Jackfon's  trial ; 
this  aflembly  voted  him  as  their  agent,  their 
thanks  for  many  important  fervices,  he  had  render- 
ed to  the  Catholic  body,  in  purfuit  of  emancipa- 
tion^ fer vices  as  they  defcribe  them  which  no  gra- 
titude can  overrate ',  and  no  remuneration  can  overpay  ; 
they  do  not  think  fit  to  ftate,  what  thefe  fervices 
were ;  your  fervices,  or  part  of  your  fervices,  to 
thefe  Romanifts,  were,  your  violent  exertions  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  their  favour,  and  your 
planning  their  feveral  applications  to  parliament ; 
Mr.  Tone  was  not  in  parliament,  and  could  not 
ferve  them  that  way,  but  Mr.  Tone  had  written  a 
pamphlet,  in  which  he  ftrongly  recommended  a 
total  feparation  of  this  country  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  the  only  method  by  which  the  Romanifts 
could  compleatly  emancipate  themfelves  j  and  as 
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fuch  reparation,  could  not  be  effected  by  any  other 
means,  than  by  an  army  of  French  murderers, 
and  as  thefe  popular  and  Energetick  Romanifts, 
affembled  at  Francis-ftreet  Chapel  the  employ- 
ers both  of  you  and  him,  have  fairly,  and  un- 
equivocally, expreffed  their  approbation  of  fe- 
paration  ;  it  is  by  no  means  unreafonable  to  con- 
jecture, that  Mr.  Tone's  correfpondence  with  the 
French  convention,  and  his  endeavours  to  induce 
them  to  fend  an  army  to  invade  this  country, 
were  the  important  fervices,  which  no  gratitude 
can  overrate ,  and  no  remuneration  can  overpay 
rendered  by  him  to  the  Catholic  body,  in  purfuit 
of  emancipation,  mentioned  in  their  refolution, 
but  which  they  dared  not  openly  avow,  on  ac- 
count of  their  treafonable  nature ;  it  is  not  a  lit- 
tle remarkable,  that  Mr.  Tone  on  this  occafion, 
repeats  the  fame  pretended  grievances  of  the  nati- 
on, which  you  have  fo  often  repeated,  and  alfo 
that  he  pointedly  admits,  that  the  only  friends  of 
the  Briiifh  connection  in  the  country,  the  only 
loyal  fubjecls,  the  only  decided  enemies  of  the 
French  revolution,  and  the  people  who  poflefs  al- 
moft  the  whole  property  of  the  country,  are  the 
Proteftants  of  the  eftabliflied  church  ;  he  alfo 
pointedly  admits,  what  has  fo  often  been  objected 
againft  the  lrifh  Romanifts,  and  againft:  their 
claims  to  political  power,  their  inveterate  and  in- 
vincible hatred  of  the  Englifh  name,  nation,  and 
empire ;  he  alfo  pointedly  admits,  that  the  bulk 
of  them  are  the  peafantry  of  Ireland,  the  moft 
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wretched  in  Europe,  and  that  they  are  in  a  femi- 
barbarous  flate  ;  will  you  not  admit,  fir,  that  Mr. 
Tone  your  co-adjutor,  the  acknowledged  agent  of 
the  popular  and  emergetick  Romanics,  (whom  you 
every  where  and  on  every  occafion  ftate,  to  be 
reprefentativesof  the  whole  inafs  of  Irifh  Roman- 
ics, and  their  aflembly,  the  only  legitimate  organ 
empowered  to  exprefs  the  fentiments  of  that 
whole  body,)  the  man  to  whom  that  aflembly  had 
voted  the  fum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  at  one 
time  for  his  fervices,  and  alfo  their  thanks  in  the 
mod  energetick  manner  ;  will  you  not,  I  fay,  ad- 
mit  that  he  knew  this  body,  and  their  opinions, 
as  well  as  you,  and  was  as  capable  of  forming  a 
right  judgment  of  them  ?  and  how  ridiculous  are 
your  pathetick  rants,  about  the  hardlhip  of  the 
exclufion  of  Romanics,  from  about  thirty  of  the 
great  offices  of  the  ftate,  and  from  feats  in  the 
legiflative  body,  that  is,  the  exclufion  of  a  body 
of  fubjecb,  of  little  property,  and  incurably  dif- 
afFected  to  the  civil  and  religious  eftablifhments, 
of  the  nation,  (if  their  own  agent,  your  worthy 
co-adjutor  Mr.  Tone,  is  to  be  believed)  from  the 
legiflative  and  fuperior  executive  capacity. 

Further  to  demonflrate  that  your  co-agent  Mr, 
Tone,  entertained  the  fame  project  with  yourfelf, 
the  total  feparation  of  the  two  nations,  I  fhall 
give  a  fliort  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Tone,  to 
a  confidential  correfpondent  of  his  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  engaged  in  the  fame  confpiracy,  for 
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railing  a  rebellion  in  this  kingdom  ;  this  letter  is 
publifhed  by  the  fecret  committee  of  the  Irifti 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  their  report  of  the  ioth  of 
May  1 797,  and  appears  to  have  been  written  early 
in  the  year  1794,  upon  the  inftitution  of  the  fo- 
ciety  of  United  Irifhmen,  at  which  time  it  may  be 
inferred  from  a  paflage  in  the  letter,  that  you  and 
Mr.  Tone  had  no  connection,  and  when  from  his 
want  of  knowledge  of  you,  he  had  great  doubts, 
whether  you  or  your  party  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  fupport  meafures,  which  by  your  anfwer  to 
the  addrefs  of  the  Romanifts,  on  the  recal  of  Earl 
Fitzwiiliam,  and  by  your  prefent  addrefs,  it  ap- 
pears you  have  now  very  fully  adopted,  and  which 
probably  you  had  adopted  before  :  The  extract  is 
as  follows,  "  my  unalterable  opinion  is,  that  the 
"  bane  of  Irifli  profperity,  is  in  the  influence  of 
"  England,  I  believe  that  influence  will  ever  be 
"  extended,  while  the  connection  between  the  two 
<f  countries  continues/'  then  the  letter  alluding 
to  refolutions,  contained  in  it,  goes  on  thus, 
"  nevcrthelefs,  as  I  know  that  opinion  is  for  the 
"  prefent,  too  hardy,  though  a  very  little  time 
"  may  eftablifti  it  univerfally,  I  have  not  made 
{C  it  a  part  of  the  refolutions,  I  have  not  faid  one 
"  word,  that  looks  like  a  wifh  for  feparaiion, 
"  though  I  give  it  to  you,  and  your  friends,  as 
<c  my  moft  decided  opinion,  that  fuch  an  event 
cc  would  be,  a  regeneration  to  this  country."  In 
the  fame  letter  Mr.  Tone  calls  the  French  revolution 
the  Homing  Star  of  liberty  to  Ireland. 

You 
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You  had  not  at  the  time  this  letter  was  writ- 
ten,  publickly  avowed  your  plan  of  emancipation  * 
you  were  not  at  that  time,  in  the  honourable  em- 
ployment of  co-agent,  for  the  popular  and  energe- 
tick  Romanics,  with  Mr.  Tone,  and  therefore  in 
this  letter,  he  expreffes  fome  doubts  of  your  po- 
litical creed,  which  you  have  fince  very  compleat- 
ly  fatisfied. 

The  refolution  of  this  affembly  at  Francis-ftreet 
Chapel,  expreffive  of  the  firm  determination  of 
the  whole  Romanift  party  there  aflembled,  to  re- 
fill an  union  writh  Great  Britain,  and  rather  to  re- 
linquish their  favourite  meafure  of  emancipation, 
than  confent  to  fuch  a  meafure,  was  not  at  all 
called  for  by  any  circumftance  relating  to  the  of- 
terifible  caufe  of  their  meeting,  it  originated  en- 
tirely in  that  inveterate  hatred,  which  Mr.  Tone, 
your  colleague  in  the  agency  for  the  Romanifts, 
afferts,  that  all  Irifh  Romanifts  entertain  of  Eng- 
land, her  natives  and  her  power,  and  even  their 
own  intereft  could  not  prevent  them  from  de- 
claring it  fo  far  as  they  dared,  though  much  out 
of  time. 

It  has  been  the  opinion  of  very  great  and  able 
ftatefmen,  that  an  union  with  England  on  juft 
and  equitable  terms,  would  be  very  advantageous 
to  Ireland,  would  contribute  greatly  to  encreafe 
her  trade,  and  her  opulence,  and  conduce  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  empire  at  large,  and  in  any  event, 
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it  could  not  be  more  prejudicial  to  the  Romanics 
of  Ireland,  than  to  any  other  clafs  of  his  majefty's 
fubjects  here,  but  much  lefs,  (if  it  could  be  at  all 
prejudicial,  which  I  cannot  admit),  in  as  much, 
as  if  we  were  one  people  with  the  BiitHh  nation, 
the  preponderance  of  the  Proteftant  body  of  the 
whole  empire  would  be  fo  great,  that  all  rivalftiip 
and  jealoufies,  between  Proteftants  and  Roman- 
ics would  ceafe  for  ever,  and  it  would  not  be  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  fafety  of  the  empire  at  large,  to 
curb  Romanifts,  by  any  exclufive  laws  whatfoe- 
ver;  but  the  immortal  hatred  of  thefe  energetick 
Romanifts,  to  the  Britifh  name,  nation,  and  re- 
ligion, and  the  annihilation  of  all  their  hopes  of 
an  independent  Romifli  republic  in  Ireland,  which 
they  forefaw  would  be  the  effect  of  an  union, 
chafed  from  their  minds  in  a  moment  all  ideas  of 
reafon,  prudence,  and  intereft,  and  induced  them, 
without  any  neceflity  whatfoever,  to  exprefs  their 
hoftility  to  Britain  ;  a  conduct,  which  I  hope  will 
give  the  Britifh  minifters  proper  ideas  of  the  dan- 
ger of  countenancing  any  further  innovations,  in 
church  or  ftate  in  Ireland,  projected  by  you  and 
your  affociates,  in  favour  of  Irifh  Romanifts. 

The  fettled  determination  of  your  affociates 
and  employers  the  Romifli  committee  of  nine,  and 
the  popular  and  energetick  Romanifts,  whom  you 
flile  the  great  body  of  the  Catholicks,  and  alfo  of 
your  colleague  in  the  work  of  emancipation,  Mr. 
Tone,  being  thus  publifhed  and  declared  for  the 
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fcparation  of  the  two  countries,  and  it  being  alfo 
avowed  by  him,  that  the  obtaining  of  what  they 
ilile  emancipation,  and  alfo  parliamentary  reform, 
was  only  confidered  by  them  as  ancillary  to  fepa- 
ration,  and  to  the  eftablifhment  of  an  independent 
Romifh  republic  in  Ireland;  and  your  colleague 
thinking  that  the  bufinefs  could  not  be  compleat- 
ed  without  a  rebellion  at  home,  and  the  aid  of  a 
French  army  of  invaders,  and  having  accordingly 
folicited  fuch  aid,  I  mall  now  quote  a  few  paf- 
fages  from  your  addrefs  to  your  fellow  citizens 
of  Dublin,  to  afford  them  fome  further  afliftance 
in  judging,  whether  your  opinions  upon  thefe 
projects,  and  the  means  of  effecting  them,  are  not 
the  fame  with  thofe  of  your  employers,  the  popular 
and  energctick  Iri/h  Romanifts^  and  of  your  col- 
league Mr.  Tone ;  and  whether  all  your  proceed- 
ings, do  not  directly  tend  to  the  fame  point  with 
thofe  of  your  aforefaid  colleague  and  employers. 

As  to  emancipation  and  reform,  you  have  fo 
publickly  avowed  that  they  are  the  object  of  your 
purfuit,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  in  all  your 
fpeeches  and  addreffes,  for  thefe  two  years  paft, 
that  it  is  needlefs  to  quote  any  paffage,  to  prove 
that  you  have  openly  patronized  the  meafures. 
As  to  feparation,  which  includes  rebellion,  and 
invafion,  you  have  obferved  fome  caution,  you 
have  thought  it  prudent  to  difguife  your  opi- 
nions on  this  daring  meafure  under  a  veil,  but  it 
is  a  veil  of  thin  gauze,  fcarce  fufficient  to  cover 
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you  from  legal  profecution,  your  view  in  ufing 
any  difguife  at  all. 

Mr.  Tone  afcribes  the  inveterate  hatred  of  the 
Englifli  name  and  nation  in  the  Irifh  Romanifts, 
to  the  tyranny  of  the  Eng'ifh  government  in  Ire- 
land, for  near  feven  centuries  ;  you  don't  go  fo  far 
back  ;  you  begin  your  account  of  the  horrible  op- 
preffions  of  the  Irifli,  by  the  Englifli  government, 
with  the  reign  of  James  the  firft  ;  you  then  pro- 
ceed to  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  and  juftify 
and  approve  the  horrible  Irifh  maffacre  of  that 
reign,  as  a  meafure  of  juft  refiftance  and  retalia- 
tion ;  you  ftate,  that  all  the  prefent  nightly  mur- 
ders, robberies,  and  conflagrations,  arife  from 
the  "  fpirit  of  publick  reformation,  carried  to 
"  different  degrees,  to  liberty  in  moft  inftances," 
you  reprefent;  the  minifter,  without  fpecifying 
who  the  minifter  is,  as  a  murderer  of  the  people,  no- 
torioufly  meaning,  that  the  government,  that  is, 
thofe  employed  by  the  king  in  the  different  offi- 
ces of  it,  are  murderers  of  the  people  ;  you  ftate 
that  peerages  are  fold,  confequently  that  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  is  degraded,  (this  you  afferted  in  parlia- 
ment, you  were  called  on  for  your  proofs,  you 
could  produce  none,)  you  vilify  in  the  bafeft  man- 
ner, the  Houfe  of  Commons,  calling  it  a  borough 
parliament,  meaning,  I  prefume,  a  borough  houfe 
of  parliament,  as  if  all  the  members  of  it  were 
members  for  boroughs  only,  and  Mating  that  all 
boroughs  are  venal,  that  the  members  for  fuch 
G  boroughs 
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boroughs  are  not  rcprefentatives  of  the  people, 
and  that  all  their  acts  are  grofs  oppreffions  of  the 
people.  Thus  you  vilify,  degrade,  and  traduce, 
king,  lords  and  commons,  the  whole  conftitution- 
al  fupreme  legiflative  and  executive  power  of  the 
nation,  and  tell  the  nation,  that  all  acts  of  parli- 
ament, that  have  been  enacted  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  reign  of  James  the  fir  ft,  are 
wicked  and  unwarranted  impofitions,  calculated 
to  encourage  and  authorize  the  commiflion  of 
murder,  rapine,  and  every  fpecies  of  oppreflion, 
on  the  Iriih  fubjects,  and  "  on  the  whole  that  the 
"  caufe  of  the  Irifli  diftraction  of  1797,  was  the 
"  conduct  of  the  fervants  of  government,  endea- 
<f  vouring  to  eftablifli  by  unlimited  bribery,  ab- 
"  folute  pouer,  that  the  fyftem  of  coercion, 
<c  was  a  neceflary  confequence,  and  part  of  the 
"  fyftem  of  corruption,  and  that  the  two  fyf- 
"  terns,  in  their  fuccefs,  would  have  eftabliihed 
tc  a  ruthlefs  and  horrid  tyranny — tremendous 
"  and  intolerable,  impofed  on  the  fenate  by  in- 
"  fluence,  and  the  people  by  arms."  You  make 
the  following  eulogy,  on  the  Irifli  peafantry,  by 
a  part  of  whom,  all  the  prefent  nocturnal  mur- 
ders, and  depredations,  are  committed,  "  to  vin- 
"  dicate  their  native  energy,  againft  a  vulgar  er- 
"  ror,  they  are  a  flrong,  hardy,  bold,  brave,  la- 
"  borious,  warm  hearted  and  faithful  race  of  men" 
fome  of  them  are  certainly,  very  fit  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  you  and  your  colleague  Mr.  Tone,  and  are 
fo  far  faithful%  that  it  is  diflicult  to  prevail  on 
them,  to  impeach  their  accomplices. 

You 
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You  then  proceed  to  your  bead  roll  of  grie-  Mr.  Grat- 

,  .  !  .  ,  •.      tan's  lift 

varices,  which  you  commence  with  enumerating  rrievan<i 

is 

certain  inequalities  in  the  trade,  between  Great  ces,  with 

Britain  and  Ireland,  and  clofe  it  with  the  follow- JSj^ii^ 

ing  grievances,  "  the  bar  bill — the  convention  bill 

"  — the  gunpowder  bill — the  indemnity  bill— 

"  the  fecond  indemnity  bill — the  infurreclion 

M  bill  -  the  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus — Ge- 

r  neral  Lake's  proclamation,  by  order  of  govern- 

<c  ment — the  approbation  afforded  to  that  pro- 

r  clamation — the  fubfequent  proclamation  of  go- 

"  vernment,  more  military  and  decifive — the  or- 

<c  der  for  the  military  to  act  without  waiting  for 

<c  the  civil  power — the  imprifonment  of  the  mid- 

cc  die  orders,  without  law — the  detaining  of  them 

"  in  prifon  without  bringing  them  to  trial — the 

"  tranfporting  them  without  law — burning  their 

f  houfes — burning    their    villages — murdering 

"  them  ;  crimes  many  of  which  are  concealed, 

u  by  the  fuppreflion  of  a  free  prefs,  by  military 

"  force — the  preventing  legal  meetings  of  coun- 

"  ties,  to  petition  his  majefty,  by  orders  acknow- 

"  ledged  to  be  given  to  the  military,  to  difperfe 

"  them  ;  fubverting  the  fubjecls  right  to  petition, 

"  and  finally  the  introduction  of  practices,  not 

*  only  unknow  to  law,  but  unknown  to  civilized 

"  a?id  chriftian  countries  ;  fuch  has  been  the  work- 

"  ing  of  the  borough  fyflem,  nor  could  fuch  mea- 

u  fures  have  taken  place,  but  for  that  fyftem." 


As  to  your  pretended  grievances  in  refpecl  to 
trade,  they  have  been  often  introduced  by  you 
G  2  and 
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and  your  party  in  debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, where  they  have  always  met  with  a  full 
and  free  difcuflion,  and  as  far  as  I,  who  am  no 
trader,  nor  much  (killed  in  trade,  have  been  able 
to  judge,  the  matters  of  complaint,  on  the  fcore 
of  trade,  have  been  always  fuggeftcd  by  a  few 
fmuggling  merchants  on  this  fide  of  the  water, 
aided  by  a  few  of  their  confederates  in  Liverpool, 
who  had  projected  fchemes,  of  advantage  to 
themfelves,  and  of  damage  to  the  fair  traders, 
and  the  revenues  both  of  England  and  Ireland,  by 
an  alteration  in  the  rules  of  commerce  eftabliihed 
between  the  two  countries ;  and  thefe  matters  of 
complaint  were  adopted,  and  foftered  with  the 
greateft  care  and  attention,  by  you,  your  puny 
party  in  parliament,  and  your  popular  and  energe- 
tick  Romamjls,  with  a  view  of  fowing  the  feeds  of 
difcord  between  the  two  countries ;  but  all  your 
proportions,  refpecting  the  inequality  of  trade  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  fince  the  free  trade  was 
eflabiiflied,  have  been  uniformly  rejected,  by  a 
very  great  and  deciiive  majority  of  the  lrifh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  whom  no  reafonable  perfon  will 
fuppofe,  to  be  fo  blinded  to  the  intereft  of  the 
nation,  and  their  own  intereft  individually,  as  to 
reject  your  meafures  refpecting  trade,  if  they 
thought  they  would  conduce  to  the  increafe  of 
the  wealth  of  the  nation  in  general,  and  to  that 
of  their  own  tenantry  and  eftates  in  particular. 
Your  conduct  in  refpectto  laying  what  you  term- 
ed protecting  duties  on  Englifh  refined  fugar,  im- 
ported 
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ported  into  this  kingdom,  convinces  me  either  of 
your  ignorance  of  trade,  or  lomething  worfe  ;  for 
by  the  operation  of  this  law,  a  few  fugar  refiners 
in  this  kingdom,  where  that  trade  is  a  monopo- 
ly confined  to  about  forty  perfons,  have  made  af- 
tonifhing  fortunes,  in  a  fhort  period  of  time ; 
particularly  the  prefident  of  your  Romifh  conven- 
tion, and  of  your  (landing  Romifh  committee, 
their  gains  being  at  leaft  eighty  per  cent,  and  the 
fubjectsof  this  kingdom  pay  on  an  average,  from 
fix-pence  to  eight-pence  per  pound,  for  common 
lump  fugar,  more  than  is  paid  in  England  for  the 
fame  commodity,  of  an  infinitely  fuperior  quali- 
ty ;  thefe  protecting  duties,  and  the  confequent 
plunder  of  the  Irifh  fubjecl  by  thefe  infatiable  har- 
pies the  fugar  refiners,  were  your  job  in  parlia- 
ment, and  its  effect. 

The  firft  act  of  parliament  you  reprobate,  to 
wit,  the  bar  bill,  is  a  bill  appointing  afliftant  bar- 
rifters  in  the  feveral  counties,  with  fmall  falaries, 
for  the  purpofe  of  deciding  fuits  by  civil  bill,  in  a 
fummary  way,  and  trying  perfons  for  fmall  of- 
fences, at  the  feffions  of  the  peace  ;  all  this  bufi- 
nefs  in  Ireland  fell  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
judges  of  aflize,  at  the  two  annual  circuits;  ma- 
nor courts  are  very  rare  in  Ireland,  a  great  part 
of  the  bulinefs  determined  by  civil  bill  in  Ireland, 
is  in  England  determined  by  the  manor  courts, 
which  in  that  country  are  very  numerous,  and 
never  falls  under  the  cognizance  of  the  judges  of 
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aflize  there ;  and  it  cannot  be  deemed  any  hard- 
fliip  on  the  fubject,  that  country  gentlemen  act- 
ing as  juftices  of  the  peace,  at  a  quarter  feflions, 
or  feflions  of  the  peace,  fhould  be  aflifted  by  a  bar* 
rifter,  having  fome  knowledge  of  the  profeflion 
of  the  law  ;  the  judges  of  aflize  complained  that 
the  bufinefs  at  aflizes  was  fo  increafed,  that  they 
were  not  able  to  go  through  it,  and  for  thefe  rea- 
fons,  thefe  afliftant  barrifters  were  appointed,  in 
the  feveral  counties  throughout  the  kingdom  ; 
fuch  appointments  are  the  places  complained  of 
by  you,  as  being  created  fince  the  place-bill  paffed 
In  parliament,  which  place  bill  vacates  the  feat  of 
any  member  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  who  ac- 
cepts of  a  place  of  honor  or  profit  under  the  crown 
tenable  at  pleafure,  and  contains  further  incapaci- 
ties refpecling  place  men  \  you  complain  of  this 
bar  bill,  as  tending  to  corrupt  the  bar,  and  in- 
creafe  the  influence  of  the  crown,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ;  as  to  corruption  of  the  bar,  the 
falary  to  each  barrifter  is  fo  fmall,  being  400I.  per 
annum,  and  the  duty  fo  heavy,  each  being  obliged 
to  attend  eight  feflions  of  the  peace  annually,  in 
the  county  to  which  he  is  appointed,  that  no  man 
of  any  rank  at  the  bar,  and  of  talent  worth  pur- 
chafing,  would  accept  the  place  of  affiftant  barrif- 
ter; and  as  to  influence  in  the  Houfc  of  Com- 
mons, all  thefe  barrifters  are  excluded  from  feats 
in  the  houfe ;  fuch  is  your  grievance  of  the  bar 
bill! 

Your 
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Your  enumeration,  in  your  lift  of  grievances, 
of  the  exertions  of  the  military,  and  of  the  civil 
magiftrate,  in  fuppreflion  of  diforders,  more  cruel, 
mifchievous,  and  deftruclive,  than  the  operations 
of  armies  in  civil  wars,  or  organized  rebellions, 
are  all  infinitely  exaggerated  by  you,  with  every 
circumftance  of  the  mod  malignant  acrimony, 
and  the  neceflity  of  the  exertion,  with  more  than 
ordinary  turpitude,  fupprefled,  in  fo  much  that 
the  fuppreflion  of  truth,  in  this  your  detail  of 
grievances,  betrays  more  deliberate  rancour,  and 
bafenefs  of  mind,  than  the  fuggeftion  of  that 
which  is  falfe  ;  one  village  only  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  that  a  fmall  one,  confifting  of  mean 
thatched  houfes,  in  the  county  of  Cavan,  had  been 
burned  by  the  military  in  thefe  troubles ;  be- 
fore the  publication  of  your  addrefs :  upwards 
of  one  thoufand  men,  all  members  of  the  gangs 
of  aflaflins,  called  united  Irimmen  and  defenders, 
and  all  to  a  man  energetick  Romanifts,  had  aflem- 
bled  in  and  near  that  village,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pofe  of  deftroying  by  fire  and  fword,  a  neighbour- 
ing colony  of  induftrious  Proteftant  weavers,  who 
were  brought  from  a  remote  part  of  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  fettled  there,  by  the  proprietor  of 
the  eft  ate  ;  a  fmall  party  of  the  militia  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  then  quartered  in  the  town  of  Cavan, 
were  brought  out  by  the  civil  magiftrate  to  fup- 
prefs  this  banditti,  they  found  themfelves  unequal 
to  the  bufinefs  from  the  number  of  the  infur- 
gents,  and  were  obliged  to  fend  to  their  fellow 
fcldiers  in  Cavan  for  affiftance  >  when  the  rein-  * 
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forcement  appeared,  the  great  body  of  the  infur- 
gents,  were  pofted  on  a  hill  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  village,  through  which  it  was  necefTary  to 
march  to  attack  and  difperfe  them,  and  as  the 
militia,  confiding  only  of  one  company,  marched 
through  the  village,  and  were  in  the  middle  of  it, 
they  were  fuddenly  fired  upon  from  all  the  win- 
dows of  the  houfes  on  each  fide,  and  fome  of 
them  killed  and  wounded ;  the  houfes  were  all, 
what  in  Ireland  are  called  cabbins,  built  of  mud 
and  clay,  the  covering  thatch,  the  windows,  if 
they  can  be  fo  called,  were  fmail  holes  in  thefe 
mud  walls,  and  the  entrances  only  larger  holes ; 
the  firing  was  thick  and  heavy,  the  militia  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  lives,  were  obliged  to  fet  fire 
to  thefe  houfes,  and  they  being  contiguous  one 
to  the  other,  and  the  covering  inflammable,  the 
greater  part  of  the  village,  was  burnt  down,  twen- 
ty or  thirty  of  the  affaflins  were  {lain,  and  the 
reft  of  the  gang,  feeing  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  am- 
bufcade,  ran  away ;  fuch  is  your  burning  of  vil- 
lages, and  murdering  the  inhabitants ;  as  to  the 
burning  of  any  other  houfes  by  the  military,  very 
few  indeed  have  fufTered  in  that  way,  and  that 
only  in  fuch  parts  of  the  country,  as  the  number 
of  magiftrates,  required  by  the  infurreclion  act 
have  by  petition  to  government,  declared  to  be  in 
a  flate  of  infurreclion,  and  which  have  been  pro- 
claimed fo  to  be  accordingly  ;  and  where  the  pro- 
ceeding to  fuch  extremities  became  abfolutely  ne- 
cefTary, for  the  protection  of  the  lives,  and  pro- 
perties 
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perties  of  his  majefty's  loyal  fubjeols  ;  the  fame  is 
v  true,  with  refpect  to  the  tranfportation  of  fomc  of 
•  your  popular  and  energetuk  Romanifts  ;  the  tranf- 
yportation  was  only  fending  them  to  man  his  ma- 
/  jetty's  fleet,  and  no  perfons  were  ever  fent  to  the 
fleet,  exec  pt  fuch  as  fell  under  the  defcription  in 
the  infurrecHon  act,  or  before  that  was  enacted, 
fuch  as  were  the  mod  notorious  and  profligate 
vagabonds  in  the  community,  who  had  no  via- 
ble way  of  getting  a  livelihood,  and  who  wrere 
juflly  fufpected  of  being  part  of  the  gangs  of  noc- 
turnal robbers  and  aftaflins,  who  were  infefting 
the  country;  the  military  never  acted,  nor  had 
orders  to  act,  againft  the  infurgents  without  the 
civil  magiftrate,  except  in  cafes  of  theutmoft  ex- 
tremity, where  the  houfes  of  the  peaceable  and 
loyal  inhabitants  would  have  been  burned,  them- 
felves  and  their  families  butchered,  and  their  pro- 
perty pillaged  or  confumed,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  intervention  of  the  military. 

It  is  untrue  that  legal  meetings  of  counties 
to  petition  his  majefty  have  been  prevented  by 
orders  given  to  the  military  to  difperfe  them  ; 
where  the  flieriff  of  a  county  or  even  a  magif- 
trate, had  called  the  freeholders  of  the  county, 
to  meet  for  the  purpofe  of  petitioning  his  ma- 
jefty, government  has  given  no  orders  to  the 
military,  or  others,  to  difperfe  them,  you  know 
that  no  fuch  orders  were  given  to  difperfe  two 
fuch  meetings,  which  you  and  your  aflbciates 
held  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  within  twenty 
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yards  of  the  Caflle  of  Dublin,  the  refidence  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  the  fummer  of  1797,  anc* 
one  of  thefe  meetings  was  called,  as  well  as  I  re- 
collect, by  fome  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the 
city,  without  a  magiftrate ;  and  they  called  to  the 
meeting  not  only  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of 
the  city,  but  the  h  ouf eh  older s>  in  order  to  infure 
the  attendance  of  a  lufEcient  mob,  of  popmar  and 
energetick  Romanics  ;  this  laft  fpecies  of  meeting, 
you  call  an  aggrtgate  meeting)  and  it  was  not  called 
for  the  purpofe  of  preparing  a  petition  to  his  ma- 
jefty ;  and  pray,  fir,  who  told  you,  that  fuch  a 
meeting  was  legal,  and  in  what  book  do  you  find 
the  law  fo  laid  down  ?  In  my  reading  I  have  not 
been  able  to  find  it.  It  may  be  much  doubted, 
whether  the  flieriff  of  a  county  has  any  fpecial 
power  of  calling  the  freeholders  of  a  county  toge- 
ther, for  any  purpofe  whatibever  on  the  requifi- 
tion  of  a  certain  number  of  freeholders  of  the 
county ;  he  has  power  by  law  to  call  the  county 
together,  to  attend  at  the  afiizes,  at  the  quarter 
fcfilons,  and  at  elections  of  members  of  parlia- 
ment, or  any  other  county  elections,  and  to  attend 
his  county  court  held  monthly,  and  he  can  aliena- 
ble the  pojfe  comitalus,  to  enable  him  to  execute 
the  king's  writs  ;  in  all  thefe  various  affemblies  of 
■  county,  the  freeholders  may,  if  they  think  fit, 
-  eparc  petitions  to  his  majefiy,  and  they  have 
opportunities  recurring  with  fufficient  frequency 
for  fijeh  purpofes  ;  but  admitting  that  the  fheriiT 
of  a  county /or  a  private  freeholder, *may  at  all 
times  he  thinks  proper  affembljl.^:  county,  either 
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with  or  without  a  requifition  of  any  freeholders 
for  that  purpofe,  where  did  you  find  the  law,  in 
what  book,  or  in  what  record,  that  any  private 
freeholder  of  a  county,  or  any  number  of  free- 
holders has,  or  have,  a  right  to  aflemble,  not  the 
freeholders,  but  the  houfcholders  of  a  county,  to 
meet  for  the  purpofe  of  petitioning  the  king,  or 
for  any  other  purpofe  ?  fir,  you  call  fuch  aggregate 
meetings  as  thefe  legal ;  my  opinion  is  otherwife, 
I  think  they  are  not  legal,  even  if  the  convention 
act,  and  the  acts  for  fupprefiing  riots,  and  unlaw- 
ful  aflemblies,  were  out  of  the  queftion  ;  they  cer- 
tainly tend  to  diforder  and  breach  of  the  peace, 
by  aflembling  the  mob,  and  not  the  freeholders  of 
the  county,  let  the  pretence  for  aflembling  be 
ever  fo  plaufible. 

Another  of  your  grievances,  is  the  fupprefllon 
of  a  free  prefs,  by  military  force  ;  here  you  prac- 
tife  your  ufual  malice  and  deceit,  you  don't  ex- 
prefsly  allege,  that  fuch  fupprefllon  of  a  free 
prefs,  by  military  force  was  by  the  orders  of  go- 
vernment ;  yet  you  evidently  infinuate  it,  and 
willi  it  mould  be  fo  underftood ;  for  you  infert  it 
in  the  lift  of  grievances,  which  you  impute  to  go- 
vernment ;  thus  indirectly  charging  government 
with  invading  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  The  tranf- 
aclion  to  which  you  allude  is,  the  deftruclion  of 
the  prefs  and  types  of  a  printing  houfe  in  Belfaft, 
in  which  was  printed  the  Northern  Star,  the  mod 
flagitious  paper  that  ever  was  publifhed  in  any 
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civilized  and  chrijlian  country^  to  ufe  your  own 
words,  or  in  any  country  whatfoever,  where  any 
form  of  regular  government  was  preferved ;  the 
circu.nftances  1  (hall  briefly  detail.  It  was  difco- 
vered  that  feveral  private  men  in  the  militia  re- 
giment of  the  county  of  Monaghan,  quartered  in 
Belfait,  a  town  notorious  for  difaffection  and  fe- 
dition,  had  been  feduced  to  become  members  of 
the  infamous  fociety  of  United  lriflimen,  and  had 
taken  the  oath  adminiftered  to  all  the  members 
of  that  deteftable  gang  of  traitors  ;  many  of  them 
were  immediately  arretted  and  tried  by  courts 
martial,  four  of  them  were  condemned  to  be  (hot, 
and  others  of  them  to  various  fpecies  of  military 
punHhment,  the  four  wretches  condemned  to 
death,  when  .kneeling  on  their  coffins,  prepared 
for  the  fatal  bullets,  declared  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner,  that  they  had  been  feduced  from  their  al- 
legiance, and  into  the  meafures  which  brought 
them  to  their  then  deplorable  fituation,  princi- 
pally by  reading  the  treafonable  publications,  in 
the  Northern  Star ;  and  earned y  exhorted  their 
fellow  foldiers,  never  to  read  that  flagitious  pa- 
per :  this  pathetic  dying  exhortation,  and  the  view 
of  the  bleeding  carcafes  of  thefe  unhappy  victims 
to  treafon,  made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon  the  pri- 
vate foldiers  of  the  regiment,  that  upon  their  re- 
turn to  their  quarters  they  unanimouHy  drew  up 
a  declaration  of  their  fincere  repentance  and  their 
determinations  of  loyalty  for  the  future,  in  which 
they  with  great  juftice  afcribed  the  feduclion  of 

their 
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their  unfortunate  companions  and  many  of  them- 
felves  to  the  wicked  and  treafonable  artifices  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Belfaft  — this  declaration  one  of 
their  ferjeants  and  a  few  of  the  privates  carried  to 
the  two  news  papers  printed  in  that  town,  by  one 
of  them  (the  Belfaft  News  Letter)  it  was  publifli- 
ed  :  by  the  other  (the  Northern  Star)  it  was  re- 
jected with  exprefllons  of  contempt  and  infult, 
though  the  poor  men  offered  to  pay  for  the  in- 
fertion  of  it  at  any  rate  of  advertifing,  which  the 
printer  fliould  demand  ;  this  conduct  in  the  print- 
er of  the  paper,  to  which  the  regiment  fo  juftly 
attributed  the  misfortune  of  their  companions, 
fo  incenfed  the  private  foldiers  that  fome  of 
them  on  the  following  night  ftole  from  their 
quarters,  broke  into  the  printing  houfe,  and 
demolished  the  prefs,  and  types;  now  fir,  have 
you  any  proof  whatfoever,  or  any  reafon  for  form- 
ing even  a  probable  conjecture,  that  the  above  vi- 
olence committed  by  a  few  private  militia  fol- 
diers, was  commanded  or  even  countenanced  in 
any  manner  by  the  government  of  this  country? 
if  fo,  what  are  your  proofs  or  reafons  ?  was  not 
the  law  of  the  land  open  to  redrefs  thofe  who  were 
injured  by  the  violence  ?  were  not  the  ears  of  the 
officers  of  the  regiment  open  to  any  complaint, 
which  might  have  been  made  on  this  occafion  ? 
had  not  the  injured  full  opportunities  of  applying 
for  redrefs,  either  to  the  common  law  of  the  land, 
or  to  the  martial  law,  if  they  thought  fit  ?  did  you 
ever  hear  that  any  perfons  employed  under  go- 
vern men  t? 
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vernment,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  interfered 
to  Screen  the  offenders  from  juftice  ?  if  So,  let  us 
know  their  names,  and  the  names  of  your  infor- 
mers ;  you  cannot — you  know  you  cannot — this 
pretended  grievance,  like  the  others,  is  the  crea- 
tion of  your  own  malice,  and  every  infinuation 
you  can  throw  out  againft  government,  as  res- 
training or  even  in  any  manner  checking  or  con- 
trolling the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  ftands  fully  and 
compleatly  refuted  by  the  impunity,  which  has  hi- 
therto attended  the  publication  of  the  feditious 
and  treafonable  addrefs,  to  which  I  now  write  an 
anfwer. 

The  remainder  of  your  grievances  are  the  Se- 
veral  acts  of  parliament  paffed  in  this  kingdom 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  the  prefent  diforders ;  and 
the  exertions  of  the  magiftracy  and  the  military, 
in  the  execution  of  them ;  you  tell  the  Subjects 
of  this  country  that  the  laws  of  the  land,  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  joint  confent  of  the  king,  lords, 
and  commons,  the  fupreme  constitutional  legis- 
lative power  of  the  nation,  are  horrible  oppreffi- 
ons,  and  the  execution  of  them,  robbery  and  mur- 
der, the  effects  of  a  "  ruthlefs  and  horrid  tyran- 
"  ny  tremendous  and  intolerable,"  and  you  thus 
impeach  laws,  the  neceffity  and  expediency  of 
which  were  fully  debated  in  the  fenate  of  the  na- 
tion, before  they  were  enacted,  and  there  Sancti- 
oned, by  the  almoft  unanimous  approbation,  of 
the  representatives  of  all  the  landed,  and  money- 
ed 
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ed  interefl  of  the  nation,  of  the  knights,  citizens, 
and  burgefles,  in  parliament  affembled,  you  and 
your  party  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  op- 
pofed  thefe  laws,  never  amounting  (as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved)  on  any  one  queftion  relating  to 
them,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  not  more  than 
fix  or  (even  of  which,  were  reprefentatives  for 
counties,  and  frequently  dwindling  to  fourteen, 
and  even  to  feven  ;  and  the  mod  boifterous  and 
noify  of  your  faction,  who  adhered  to  you  on  all 
queftions,  being  members,  for  what  you  reprefent 
as  venal  boroughs.  You  attribute  the  enaction 
of  all  thefe  laws  to  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
exerted  in  the  Houfes  of  Lords,  and  Commons, 
you  ftate  that  the  king  is  the  "  creature  of  the  peo* 
"  pie,  and  that  he  may  commit  treafon,  againfl 
"  his  creator  the  people"  and  it  is  impofiible  to 
conceive  that  he  can  commit  greater  treafon 
again  ft  the  people,  than  by  caufing  by  his  minis- 
ters, certain  ordinances  to  obtain  the  Sanction  of 
laws,  for  the  murder,  and  robbery  of  the  people, 
"  for  eftablifhing  a  ruthlefs,  and  horrid  tyranny 
"  over  them,  tremendous  and  intolerable,  and  im- 
"  pofing  it  on  the  fenate,  by  influence,  and  on 
"  the  people  by  arms,"  fuch  are  your  expreffi- 
ons !  The  man  who  writes  thus,  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  mean,  that  fuch  grievances  car*  be  reme- 
died by  the  laws  of  the  land,  the  enactors  of  which 
he  thus  calumniates  and  vilifies ;  when  he  tells 
the  Subject,  that  the  laws  are  only  a  fyftem  of  rob- 
bery and  murder,  of  tyranny  ruthlefs,  horrid, 
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tremendous  and  intolerable  ;  he  in  fact,  not  only 
juftifies  the  fubject  in  taking  arms  againft  the  go- 
vernment, but  he  ftimulates  him  to  do  fo,  he  muft 
look  to  revolutionary  meafures  for  redrefs  of  thofe 
pretended  grievances,  he  cannot  look  to  conftitu- 
tional  ones,  the  Robefpierian  method  of  reform- 
ing the  ftate  is  in  your  opinion  the  only  effectual 
one. 

I  cannot  overlook  one  trait  of  your  character, 
which  manifefts  itfelf  in  this  your  lift  of  grievan- 
ces ;  and  that  is,  the  moft  confummate  aflurance, 
that  any  mortal  I  have  ever  yet  feen,  or  read  of, 
was  poffeffed  of ;  you  infert  in  this  lift  of  grievan- 
ces, the  very  acts  of  parliament,  and  the  exerti- 
ons of  the  magiftracy  and  military  in  the  execu- 
tion of  them,  which  your  own  machinations,  and 
thofe  of  your  confederates,  the  popular  and  ener- 
getick  Romanics,  and  of  your  colleague  Mr.  Tone, 
have  rendered  abfolutely  neceftary  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  ftate,  and  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
properties,  of  the  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjects  of 
it ;  for  all  people  converfant  in  the  affairs  of  Ire- 
land, know  that  to  you,  and  to  your  aforefaid  con- 
federates, to  your  and  their  feditious  and  treafon- 
able  publications,  whether  as  fpeeches,  anfwers, 
effays,  of  addreffes,  to  your  intrigues,  plots,  and 
confpiracies,  may  be  fairly  traced,  as  to  efficient 
caufes,  all  the  outrages,  murders,  conflagrations, 
and  devaluations  of  the  United  Irifhmen  and  de- 
fenders, and  the  confequent  enaction  of  laws,  to 
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fupprefs  them,  and  the  exertions  of  the  civil 
magiftracy  and  military  in  execution  of  the  laws; 
your  complaints  are  the  fame  as  would  be  thofe 
of  a  murderer  and  robber,  if  he  fhould  complain 
of  the  laws  of  fociety  for  the  punifhment  of  mur- 
der and  robbery  ;  but  I  never  yet  heard  that  any 
murderer  or  robber  was  impudent  enough  to 
make  fuch  complaint. 

But,  fir,  you  are  not  content  with  thus  jufti-  Mr  Grat* 

fying  rebellion,  you  feared  that  the  popular  and^^s  in 

energetick  Irifli  Romanifts,  together  with  the  re-  exaggerate 

publican  and  atheiftical  Iriffy  difciples  of  Paine,  j^^f 

Price,  and  Prieltley,  ufurping  the  name  of  Prote-  France, 

Hants,  would  hefitate  a  little,  before  they  would  anf  .dej£e~ 
'  5  '  ciatingthat 

embark  in  an  open  rebellion,  for  the  purpofe  of  of  Great 
effecting  a  feparation  of  this  ifland  from  the  Bri-  f^d  ^"'in- 
tiOi  Empire  ;  peace  might  be  concluded  between  troducing 
Great  Britain  and  France,  in  which  cafe  the  re-  thefePara- 

'  ration  of 

bellion  muft  be  adjourned,  and  perhaps  poftpon- America 

ed  fine  Die.     Your  advice,  to  the  popular  <m/from  Brl" 
J  u  r  r  tain  into 

energetick  Romanifis  by  "  no  means  to  poftpone  his  ad- 
"  the  confideration  of  their  fortunes,"  "  till  af- drefs* 
"  ter  the  war,"  required  that  your  confederates 
mould  be  expeditious  in  their  operations ;  a 
dread  of  the  fleets  and  armies  of  Great  Britain 
palfied  their  exertions ;  this  you  undertake  to 
cure  by  the  ftimulating  blifter  of  your  addrefs, 
and  to  compofe  it,  you  mixed  up  all  your  pun- 
gent provocative  drugs  of  falfehood,  mifrepre- 
fentation,  acrimonious  invective,  exaggeration, 
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and  depreciation,  of  which  you  have  a  moll 
plentiful  (tore  ;  the  power  of  France,  without 
whofe  aid  the  work  of  feparation  could  never  be 
attempted  or  effected,  was  therefore  to  be  mag- 
nified, and  that  of  Great  Britain  diminifhed  in 
the  fame  ratio  ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  Americans 
in  the  caufe  of  feparation  from  the  Britifh  em- 
pire, was  to  be  decorated  with  all  the  pretty- 
flowers  of  language  and  metaphor  you  were  ca- 
pable of  culling. 

The  prefent  war  with  France  you  reprefent  as 
"  unparalleled  in  expence  and  difgrace,  and  at- 
66  tended  with  the  groffefl  and  ranked  errors, 
tc  doling  the  account  of  blood  with  proclamati- 
<f  ons  of  infolvency,  with  the  lofs  of  our  ftation 
"  in  Europe,  and  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
"  millions,  to  lofe  that  flation, — to  place  the 
Cf  crown  of  England  as  low  in  Europe,  as  Ame- 
<c  rica,  and  to  put  France  at  the  head  of  Europe, 
"  inflead  of  Great  Britain,  while  her  people 
"  crouch  under  a  load  of  debt,  and  taxes,  with- 
"  out  an  empire  to  confole,  or  a  conftitution  -to 
"  cover  them,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  is  put 
"  at  the  feet  of  France,  he  is  driven  out  of  al- 
"  mod  all  footing  in  Europe,  and  the  enemy  have 
"  made  gigantick  encroachments  on  the  Britifh 
"  empire,"  and  all  thefe  evils,  and  difafters  you 
attribute  to  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  that  is, 
to  the  crown,  employing  corruption  to  fway  a 
borough  parliament,   meaning  the  parliament 

of 
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of  Great  Britain,  which  you  brand  here  with  the 
epithet  of  a  borough  parliament,  fo  often  be- 
llowed by  you  on  the  parliament  of  Ireland ; 
you  add  alfo  to  the  lift  of  calamities,  "  the  lofs  of 
thirteen  provinces  in  America,  and  of  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions  of  money  to  lofe  thofe 
provinces." 

After  painting  Great  Britain  thus  as  an  undone 
nation,  defpoiled  of  her  territories,  and  at  the 
feet  of  France,  that  is  fubdued  by  France,  or  un- 
able to  make  any  further  refiftance  againft  her, 
and  confequently  unable  to  quell  any  infurreclion 
or  rebellion  in  Ireland,  or  to  afford  any  afliftance 
to  the  loyal  fubjecls  of  Ireland,  when  fuch  rebel- 
lion mall  blaze  out ;  you  proceed  to  the  praife 
of  the  American  revolution,  in  which  you  make 
a  clear  avowal  of  your  dangerous  defigns,  and 
clofe  your  eulogy  upon  it,  in  a  flouriftiing  drain 
of  figurative  expreflion,  alluding  to  a  circum- 
ftance  in  Holy  Writ,  with  w7hich  you  thought 
proper  to  ornament,  and  enforce  the  menace 
contained  in  it,  againft  all  Irifh  loyalifts,  (that  is 
all  the  Proteftants  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  and 
all  the  real  chriftian  Diffenters  in  Ireland,  in 
whofe  poffeffion  is  almoft  the  whole  of  the  landed 
and  perfonal  property  of  the  kingdom)  in  cafe 
they  mould  dare  to  oppofe  the  projected  rebelli- 
on of  your  popular  and  encrgetick  Roman  j/ls9  thus 
notorioufly  holding  up  the  formation  of  a  repub- 
lick  in  America  feparated  from  Great  Britain  by 
H  2  the 
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the  perfidious  intervention  of  France,  as  an  ex- 
ample worthy  to  be  imitated  by  your  Irifli  confe- 
derates. I  mail  quote  the  paffage  here  ;  "  We  faw 
"  in  the  American  revolution,  that  a  people  de- 
46  termined  to  be  free  cannot  be  enflaved,  that  the 
"  Britifli  government  was  not  equal  to  the  talk, 
"  even  in  plenitude  of  empire,  fupported  by  the 
"  different  governments  of  the  provinces,  and  by 
"  the  fad  apoftacy  of  the  haplefs  loyalift ;  that 
"  Loyalift  is  a  lellon  to  the  rich  and  great,  to 
"  ftand  by  their  country  in  all  fituations — and 
"  that  in  a  conteft  with  a  remote  court ,  the firfb 
cc  f°ft  °f fofety  *s  i0 ftand  by  the  country ,  the fecond 
"  poft  of  fofety  is  to  ftand  by  the  country ',  and  the 
"  third  pofl  of  fafety  is  to  fland  by  the  country ;  in 
"  that  American  conteft  we  faw  that  reform, 
fit  which  had  been  born  in  England,  and  banifh- 
"  ed  to  America,  advanced  like  the  fhepherd 
"  lad  in  Holy  Writ,  and  overthrew  Goliath — 
"  he  returned  riding  on  the  waves  of  the  atlan- 
sc  tick,  and  his  fpirit  moved  on  the  waters  o 
66  Europe,  the  royal  {hip  of  France  went  down 
"  — the  Britifli  man  of  war  labours, 99  and  at  th 
fame  time  that  you  encourage  your  popular  an 
energetick  Irijh  Romanifis  to  rebellion,  by  magni- 
fying the  power  of  France,  and  depreciating  tha 
of  Great  Britain,  you  encourage  and  incite  the 
French,  to  invade  ycur  native  country,  by  repre- 
fenting  the  power  of  Britain  to  be  fo  enfeebled, 
and  her  refources  fo  exhaufted,  that  Ihe  cannot 
prevent  the  irruption  of  the  French  armies  into 
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this  ifland,  or  even  impede  their  progrefs  when 
they  mall  land  therein. 

I  fhall  firft  examine  how  far  you  are  warrant- 
ed by  fact  in  your  affertions  of  difgrace  of  the 
Britifli  arms,  and  of  the  gigantick  encroachments 
of  the  enemy  on  the  Britifli  empire,  during  this 
war,  which  (he  has  been  obliged  to  wage  for  felf 
defence  only,  againft  the  unprovoked  attack,  of 
the  moft  barbarous  and  faithlefs  nation,  which 
ever  yet  deluged  the  earth  with  the  blood  of  the 
human  fpecies,  and  whofe  mercilefs  hoftilities 
againft  your  country,  you  are  wicked  enough  to 
reprefent  as  a  war  undertaken  by  them  in  the 
great  caufe  of  popular  liberty.  I  cannot  in  the 
progrefs  of  this  war,  find,  any  difgrace  of  the 
Britifli  arms,  unlefs  you  are  pleafed  fo  to  ftile 
their  inability  to  do,  or  failure  in  doing,  all  the 
mifchief  to  the  enemy,  which  every  loyal  fubjecl: 
might  conceive  or  wifli  to  be  practicable  ;  as  for 
inftance,  the  inability  of  our  commanders  to  re- 
tain Toulon,  though  they  had  therein  taken  and 
deftroyed  a  great  part  of  the  navy  of  France,  de- 
moliftied  one  of  the  greateft  naval  arfenals  in  the 
world  ;  and  for  the  prefent  almoft  annihilated  the 
French  power  in  the  Mediteranean  Sea ;  a  fe- 
cond  inftance  is  the  inability  of  Eari  Howe  to 
take  and  deftroy  the  whole  French  fquadron 
which  he  engaged,  he  only  took  fix  capital 
(hips,  and  fo  difabled  the  reft,  that  fome  of 
them  have   remained   as  wrecks  in  the  port 
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of  Bred  ever  fince,  and  have  been  condemn- 
ed as  irreparable,  the  remainder  lay  in  port 
unrepaired  for  a  year  afterwards ;   a  third  in- 
flance,  a  ftmilar  inability  in  Lord  Bridport,  who 
only  took  and  deftroyed  part  of  the  enemies  fleet, 
and  keeps  ail  the  reft  now  befieged  in  Breft,  but 
cannot  take  that  fortrefs,  nor  deftroy  the  remains 
of  the  French  navy  inclofed  in  its  port :  The  ina- 
bility of  the  Britifli  arms  to  retain  the  ifiand  of 
Guadaloupe,  after  they  had  conquered  it,  or  com- 
pleatly  to  reduce  the  French  colony  of  St.  Domin- 
go ;  though  they  have  reduced  the  French  to  the 
neceffity  of  utterly  defolating  thefe  two  almoft  in- 
valuable colonies,  and  rendering  them  for  ever 
unproductive  to  France,  or  nearly  fo,  by  their 
putting  arms  into   the  hands  of  their  negro 
flaves,   for  the  defence  of  them ;   the  negros 
having  now  got  the  whole  civil  and  military 
power   in  thofe  iflands  into  their  hands,  will 
never  return  to  the  mattock  or  the  hoe ;  they 
will  defend  thefe  iflands  for  themfelves,  not  for 
their  former  French  matters ;  other  inftances  of 
difgraces  and  defeats  of  the  Britifli  arms  in  this 
war  are,  the  inability  of  Earl  St.  Vincent  to  re- 
duce Cadiz,  and  feize  the  whole  Spanifli  fleet, 
though  with  a  fquadron  greatly  inferior  in  num- 
ber of  fliips,  men,  and  guns,  he  defeated  the  Spa- 
nifli fleet,  took  four  of  their  capital  fhips,  drove 
the  reft  into  Cadiz,  where  he  has  befieged  them 
now  for  upwards  of  nine  months,  cruifing  at  the 
snouth  of  the  principal  harbours  of  Spain,  in  the 
A  fight, 
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fight,  and  almofl:  within  gun  (hot  of  a  fleet  vaftly 
fuperior  in  number,  and  annihilating  the  trade  of 
that  great  emporium  of  European  commerce  :  the 
inability  of  Admiral  Duncan,  compleatly  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Dutch  fleet,  though  he  has  taken  and  de- 
ftroyed  two  thirds  of  it,  and  keeps  the  remainder 
blocked  up  in  the  Texel,  utterly  annihilating  the 
Dutch  trade,  whilft  the  fquadron  which  that  pow- 
er found  means  to  fend  abroad  has  become  an  eafy 
prey  to  the  Britifh  navy  ;  fuch  have  been  the  only 
dilgraces  experienced  by  the  Britifh  arms,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  war.  Let  us  now  enquire  what  have 
been  the  gigantick  encroachments  of  the  enemy 
on  the  Britifh  Empire  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  I 
cannot  find  any  encroachments,  not  even  pigmy 
ones ;  I  can  find  that  Britain  has  made  very  great 
and  very  valuable  encroachments  on  the  territo- 
ries of  the  enemy  during  the  war ;  fhe  has  feized 
the  mod  valuable  pofTeflions  of  the  French  in  the 
Well  Indies,  and  has  compelled  them,  confeious 
of  their  inferiority,  to  defolate  the  remainder,  that 
they  might  not  if  conquered,  increafe  the  power 
of  Britain  ;  file  has  driven  France  from  the  New- 
foundland Fifhery,  and  feized  the  iflands  St. 
Pierre  and  Mequelon  in  the  guiph  of  St.  Laurence  ; 
fhe  has  expelled  France  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  ex- 
cept from  two  fmall  iflands,  unproductive  in 
themfelves,  and  retained  by  the  French  at  a  very 
great  expence,  as  a  ftation  for  their  piratical  crui- 
fers,  which  the  Britifh  power  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
(q  control,  that  their  depredations  do  not  anfwer 
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the  expence  of  their  equipment;  Britain  has 
feized  on  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  key  of 
eaftern  commerce,  and  of  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  in 
which  is  the  only  port,  Trincomale,  where  great 
fhips  can  refit,  from  Bombay  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Ganges ;  and  by  thefe  means  me  has  fecured  to 
herfelf  the  exclufive  commerce  of  the  whole  great 
peninfula  of  India  ;  fhe  has  alfo  feized  on  the  fpice 
iflands,  thofe  inexhauftible  mines  of  wealth  ;  the 
French  themfelves  admit,  that  they  have  made  no 
encroachments  on  Britain,  for  their  only  demand 
on  the  laft  negociation  of  peace  was,  that  Britain 
lhould  reftore  all  her  conquefls  on  the  territories 
of  France,  and  her  allies,  which  demand  was  as 
fcornfully  rejected  by  Britain,  as  it  was  infolently 
made ;  with  as  little  truth  do  you  aflert  that  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  is  put  at  the  feet  of  France, 
and  driven  out  of  all  footing  in  Europe  ;  what  ter- 
ritory did  the  Monarch  of  Britain  polfefs  in  Eu- 
rope, before  the  war,  which  he  does  not  now 
polfefs  ?  If  the  troops  which  he  fent  to  the  aid  of 
the  Dutch,  have  been  forced  to  abandon  Holland, 
it  was  not  in  confequence  of  any  defeat  which 
they  fuffered,  it  was  in  confequence  of  the  trea- 
chery of  a  Jacobin  faclion  in  Holland,  which  had 
fold  their  country  to  the  French,  fuch  traitors 
were  not  to  be  defended,  and  that  unhappy  coun- 
try, now  groans  under  the  molt  intolerable  inter- 
nal flavery  to  the  French,  and  as  it  is  in  fact  be- 
come a  province  of  France,  Great  Britain  engag- 
ed in  a  war  with  France  has  pofleifed  herfelf  of 
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all  the  external  powers  of  that  (late,  to  wit,  her 
commerce  and  her  colonics  ;  in  fact  Great  Britain 
has  at  prcfent  poflefled  herfelf  of  almoft  the  whole 
commerce  of  the  European  World,  and  has  de- 
ftroyed  that  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland  ;  the 
Britifh  Monarch  is  not  "  worked  out  of  his  Empire  " 
as  you  aflert,  nor  has  Britain  loft  any  part  of  her 
European  territories,  and  therefore  me  has  loft  no 
footing  in  Europe,  which  fhe  poflefled  before  the 
war,  except  her  commercial  footing  with  France 
and  her  allies,  which  fhe  muft  always  lofe  in  every 
war  with  France,  whilft  the  war  continues ;  hav- 
ing thus  expofed  the  falfity  of  your  ftatement  of 
the  prefent  fituation  of  Britain  with  refpecf,  to 
power  and  Empire,  I  {hall  not  wafte  my  time,  in 
defending  the  Britiih  conftitution  againft  your 
infolent  attack  in  the  following  words  :  "  The 
"  people  of  Britain  are  without  an  Empire  to  con- 
"  fole,  or  a  conftitution  to  cover  them,"  it  would 
be  loft  labour,  the  people  of  Britain  (your  Jaco- 
bin mafters  excepted )  will  only  fmile  with  con- 
tempt at  fuch  groundlefs  petulant  invective  of 
a  little  Irifti  demagogue  ! 

Thus  I  have  expofed  your  falfehood,  in  refpecl 
to  the  prefent  fituation  of  Britain,  and  your  male- 
volent views,  in  introducing  the  American  revo- 
lution into  your  addrefs,  and  the  lofs  of  thirteen 
provinces  to  Great  Britain  in  a  former  war,  when 
Mr.  Pitt,  the  minifter  to  whom  you  allude,  was 
not  the  prime  minifter,  nor  any  minifter  whatfo- 
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ever,  and  to  whom  you  cannot  impute  the  lofs  of 
Difcuffion  thefe  provinces.  As  to  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the 
queftion,  Britifh  Empire,  by  the  feparation  of  thefe  provin- 
whether   ces  from  it,  the  amount  of  it  is  not  very  eafily 

ti  e  power  ,  .      ,       ,  ,  .  ' 

of  Great  determined;  there  are  men,  and  very  abie  men 
Britain  be  too,  who  maintain  that  the  relinquishment  of  the 
by"the  fe-  Jm  dominii,  the  right  of  direct  dominion,  over 
paration  of  thefe  provinces  by  Britain,  has  been  fo  far  from  a 
menca.  tQ  ^t  latter  country,  that  it  is  an  advantage  ; 
they  argue  thus  ;  colonies  in  diflant  regions  are 
only  advantageous  to  a  parent  country,  fo  far  as 
they  afford  a  beneficial  market  for  the  commodi- 
ties and  manufactures  of  that  country,  and  a  fup- 
ply  of  commodities  for  confumption,  or  for  ma- 
terials for  manufactures  or  commerce  to  the  pa- 
rent country  ;  in  any  other  light,  colonies  in  ve- 
ry diftant  regions  are  fo  far  from  being  advanta- 
geous, that  they  are  extremely  prejudicial,  as  they 
are  drains  of  the  population  of  the  parent  coun- 
try, as  well  as  of  her  wealth,  in  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  civil  and  military  eftahlifhments  within 
them,  and  involving  the  parent  country  in  wars 
for  their  fupport ;  and  if  the  parent  country  can 
retain  the  trade  of  a  colony,  without  being  at  the 
expence  of  maintaining  civil  and  military  efta- 
blimments  within  it,  and  without  waging  wars 
for  its  fupport,  further  than  as  it  would  fupport 
an  allied  power,  the  parent  ftate  will  gain,  and 
not  lofe,  by  its  being  difmcmbered  from  it,  as 
the  human  frame  is  invigorated,  not  debilita- 
ted,  by  the  lopping  oft  a  large  wen,  which  dur- 
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ing  its  adhefion  fucks  away  its  vital  juices : 
Thefe  arguments  they  juftify  by  experience,  for 
they  allege,  that  during  the  connexion  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  thirteen  ftates  of  America, 
thefe  ftates  involved  Britain  in  more  than  one 
deftruclive  war  for  their  fupport,  and  put  her  to 
immenfe  expence  in  maintaining  civil  and  mili- 
tary eftablifhments  within  them  ;  that  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  Britain  to  raife  fupplies  from 
them  for  the  maintenance  of  thefe  eftablifhments, 
when  they  were  refufed  by  their  colonial  aflem- 
blies,  was  the  apparent  immediate  caufe  of  the 
feparation,  although  the  real  caufe  lay  much 
deeper,  in  the  fecret  intrigues  of  factious  dema- 
gogues amongft  them  with  the  French  nation, 
as  may  be  proved  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Mar- 
quifs  of  Montcalm,  French  Governor  of  Canada, 
at  the  time  the  Britifh  arms  expelled  the  French 
from  North  America  ;  and  that  fincc  this  fepa- 
ration, Great  Britain  enjoys  a  much  more  ex- 
ten  five  and  beneficial  trade  with  thefe  dates, 
than  flie  did  before ;  the  exclulive  benefit  of 
which  trade,  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  wants 
and  demands  of  the  Americans,  and  of  the  pro- 
duels  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  fecure 
to  her  beyond  any  poftible  competition,  at  the 
fame  time  that  fhe  is  exonerated  from  the  ex- 
pence,  and  difcharged  from  the  military  pro- 
tection, fhe  was  obliged  to  furnifh,  when  they 
acknowledged  her  dominion  :  I  fully  acquiefce 
in  the  force  of  thefe  arguments,  as  they  carry 
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conviction  along  with  them,  and  I  never  heard 
them  controverted ;  folid  advantages  contribute 
much  more  to  the  wealth  and  flrength  of  an  em- 
pire, than  the  vain  parade  of  expenfive  and  ufe- 
lefs,  though  extenfive,  dominion  \  and  no  na- 
tion more  ftrongly  verifies  this  doctrine  than 
Spain  ;  for  if  her  power  was  to  be  eftimated  by 
the  extent  of  her  colonies,  (he  would  be  the  moft 
powerful  nation  upon  earth. 

Further  You,  fir,  have  introduced  the  American  Revo- 
orTMr [*  mti°n  mt0  your  addrefs,  to  depreciate  the  Bri- 
Grattan*s  tifh  power,  and  to  (limulate  your  popular  and 
?bn°of  °"  energetlck  Irfo  Romanifts  to  revolt  by  the  example, 
the  Ame-you  tell  them,  "  that  they  favv  in  the  American 
ncan  Re-  cc  Rcvolution,  that  a  people  determined  to  be 

volution  r  r 

into  his  "  free,  cannot  be  enflaved,"  at  the  fame  time 
Addrefs.  tjla{.  yQU  tejj  them?  one  great  object,  with  you,  is 

their  emancipation,  confequently  that  they  are  at 
prefent  Haves ;  you  then  proceed  menacingly  to 
admonifh  the  rich  and  great,  that  is,  all  the  Pro- 
teftants  of  Ireland,  the  few  Romifli  nobility  and 
old  gentry,  and  every  Irimman  of  property,  to 
join  the  Infurgcnts,  your  indigent  encrgetick  Ro- 
manifts,  when  the  rebellion  {hall  commence,  by 
the  example  of  the  hard  fate  of  the  American 
Loyalifts,  whom  with  equal  falfehood  and  viru- 
lence, you  ft ile  apoftatcs,  and  you  tell  the  rich 
and  great,  amongft  the  Irifh,  "  that  the  Ame- 
56  rican  apojlate  hapkjs  ioyalijt ;  is  a  lefTon  to  them 
*c  to  {land  by  their  country  in  all  fituations — < 

"  and 
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"  and  that  in  a  conteft  with  a  remote  court, 
"  (meaning  the  Britifh  court)  the  firft  poft  o£ 
"  fafety  is  to  (land  by  the  country,  and  the  fe- 
"  cond  poll  of  fafety  is  to  (land  by  the  country, 
"  and  the  third  poll  of  fafety  is  to  (land  by  the 
"  country"  elegant  climax!  The  plain  Englifli  of 
tills  is,  when  the  country,  that  is,  the  vulgar, 
the  mean,  and  the  indigent,  part  of  the  Irifh  na- 
tion, {hall  rebel  againft  their  prefent  fovereign 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  a  foreigner,  you  the 
rich  and  great,  muft  not  prefume  to  refill,  your 
oaths  of  allegiance  are  no  longer  binding,  you 
are  no  longer  to  lupport  the  conftitution,  and 
the  head  of  that  conftitution,  his  majefty ;  you 
muft  inftantly  join  the  mob,  they  are  the  nation^ 
they  are  the  country,  I  have  often  repeated  that 
they  are  the  phyfical  ftrength  of  the  nation, 
they  are  the  people,  and  therefore  the  creators 
of  the  king  :  you  owe  a  higher  allegiance  to 
them,  than  to  the  king,  who  is  but  their 
creature,  and  dethronable  at  their  pleafure  ;  the 
nobility  of  France  ftuck  by  the  throne  againft  the 
people,  "  they  only  encumbered  the  throne  with  their 
u  ruins'9  If  you  do  not  on  the  beaking  out  of 
an  Irifh  Rebellion,  immediately  take  your  nati- 
on in  the  ranks  of  the  rebels,  you  are  apojlates, 
enemies  of  God  and  man,  you  {hall  be  butchered 
like  the  French  nobility  and  gentry,  or  robbed  of 
your  property  and  exiled  like  the  American  loy- 
alifts.  The  rancour  of  your  heart  may  be  fufnei- 
cntly  eftimated  by  the  term  of  reproach,  apoftate, 

beftowed 
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bcftowed  by  you  on  the  American  loyalift  ;  it  is 
a  term  of  peculiar  contumely,  generally  applied 
to  thofe  who  defert  the  chriftian  religion,  and  of 
the  fame  import  with  renegado  ;  you  affix  to  it 
the  meaning  of  deferter  of  the  caufe  of  his  coun- 
try, and  you  add  haplefs  to  it,  further  to  degrade 
the  loyalift  by  reprefenting  him  as  in  a  forlorn 
condition,  the  confequence  of  his  apoftacy,  and 
to  infult  him  with  your  pity  ;  how  has  the  Ame- 
rican loyalift  deferved  fuch  treatment,  from  any 
one— even  from  a  traitor,  who  had  remaining 
in  his  bread  the  fmaileft  fpark  of  good  nature, 
of  generofity  or  honour  ?  Thefe  gentlemen  were 
born  and  educated  in  provinces,  fubjecl  to  the 
Britifh  empire  ;  rebellion  raifed  its  ftandard  in 
thefe  provinces,  on  pretence  of  violation  of  civil 
privileges  by  the  parent  ftate,  though  the  char- 
ters of  thefe  provinces  (granted  by  the  parent 
ftate  to  its  fubjecTs5  fent  out  as  its  factors  to  fettle 
in  favage  countries,  and  there  to  fuperintend  the 
difpofal  of  its  commodities,  and  fpecifying  the 
precife  conditions  on  which  thefe  fubjecls  were 
equipped,  difpatchcd  and  fupported,  who  had  vo- 
luntarily engaged  in  the  bufinefs,  and  folicited 
the  appointments)  excluded  them  from  thefe 
privileges  :  the  charter  of  Penfylvania  in  parti- 
cular, and  that  of  moft,  if  not  all  the  others,  pro- 
viding that  the  fettlers  in  thefe  provinces  mould 
always  be  bound  by,  and  fubmit  to,  the  acts  of 
the  Britifh  parliament,  or  the  rules  eftablifhed, 
or  to  be  eftablifhed,  by  the  king  of  England,  and 

his 
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his  privy  council.  The  real  caufes  of  the  Ame- 
ricans taking  up  arms  againft  the  parent  country 
were  the  intrigues  of  the  French  nation,  which 
from  their  natural  enmity  to  Britain,  fuggefted 
to  the  Americans  the  practicability  of  feparating 
themfelves  from  the  parent  ftate,  and  offered  to 
aflift  them  in  the  undertaking ;  their  diftance 
from  the  head  and  great  body  of  the  Britifh  em- 
pire, and  the  nature  and  vafl  extent  of  their 
country,  prefenting  to  their  view  the  mod  flat- 
tering hopes  of  fuccefs,  which  the  event  realiz- 
ed ;  the  American  loyalifts,  juflly  thinking,  that 
the  whole  Britifli  empire,  not  any  particular  pro- 
vince of  it,  was  the  country  of  every  natural 
born  fubjecf.  of  the  empire,  took  up  arms  in  fup- 
port  of  their  country,  as  their  duty  to  it,  to 
their  God,  and  their  king,  demanded  from 
them ;  they  were  unfuccefsful,  and  loft  their  pro- 
perty in  the  provinces,  torn  by  treachery  and 
rebellion  from  the  empire,  and  many  of  them 
loft  their  lives  in  the  conteft,  fealing  their  fideli- 
ty with  their  blood,  and  glorying  in  the  title  of 
loyalift,  exprellive  of  their  unfhaken  integrity, 
fidei  intemerata,  which  even  you  deny  them  not  ; 
and  thefe  martyrs  to  the  love  of  their  country, 
to  honour,  and  good  faith,  you  ftile  apoftates ; 
miferable  man  !  fly  from  fociety — the  wretch 
who  thinks  incorruptible  fidelity,  apoftacy^  ought 
not  to  afTociate  with  man,  let  him  repair  to  the 
defert,  foxes,  wolves,  tigers,  and  other  favage 

animals, 
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animals,  remarkable  for  ferocity  and  treachery, 
are  his  only  proper  companions ! 

However,  fir,  though  you  think  fit  to  menace 
the  rich  and  great  in  Ireland,  with  the  fate  of 
the  American  loyalift,  if  they  {hall  dare  to  re- 
fift  the  projected  rebellion  of  your  popular 
and  energetick  I?-i/Jj  Romanifts,  and  inllnuate  that 
the  condition  of  thefe  loyalifts  is  very  mife- 
rable,  yet  fuch  infinuation  is  not  ftrictly  true  ;  J 
for  firft  thefe  loyalifts  are  fupported  in  their  mis- 
fortunes, by  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  having 
acted  as  faithful,  honourable,  and  fpirited  citi- 
zens :  their  ill  fuccefs,  fo  far  from  diminiftiing 
their  merit,  enhances  it,  they  are  not  of  the 
fame  opinion,  with  the  bloody  fanaticks  in  the 
unhappy  reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  who  deemed 
their  fuccefs  a  proof  of  the  juftice  of  their  caufe, 
and  that  God  had  decided  in  their  favour,  thus 
impioufly  attributing  to  the  Deity,  an  approba- 
tion of  rebellion,  fiaughter  and  robbery :  the 
American  loyalift,  well  knows  the  truth  of  the  I 
adage,  nanquam  Juccejfu  crefcit  honejium^  he  knows  ; 
experimentally  the  truth  of  thofe  fine  lines  in  j 
Mr.  Addifon's  Cato  : 

,rFis  not  in  mortals  to  command  fuccefs, 

But  we'll  do  more,  Sempronius,  we'll  deferve  it. 

And  fecondly,  their  grateful  country  has  given  J 
to  thefe  loyalifts  a  compenfation  for  their  lofifes :  I 

the  I 
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the  Britifli  parliament  has,  with  equal  generofity 
and  juflice,  voted  very  large  fums  of  money  for 
their  relief. 


It  remains  now  to  be  examined,  whether  the 
example  of  the  American  revolution  can  infpire 
your  popular  and  energciick  Irifh  Romanijls,  with 
any  reafonable  hopes  of  a  fimilar  revolution  in 
their  favour,  by  their  rebellion,  and  the  afTift- 
ance  of  the  French  afiaffins :  and  firft,  the  differ- 
ent lituations  of  the  13  provinces  of  America, 
and  Ireland  are  to  be  conlidered. 


Thefe  provinces,  which  were  colonies  of  the  Remarks 

Britifli  Lmpire,  and  now  form  a  feparate  repub-  f"^^" 

lick,  which  I  fhall  ftile  Britiih  America,  extend  ations  and 

upwards  of  three  thoufand  miles  along  the  Ihores  ^ircum" 

r  .  0  .   nances  ot 

of  the  Atlantick  Ocean  ;  their  inland  extent  is  America 

unknown,  and  their  diftance  from  Britain  is^anc^lre* 
one  thoufand  leagues  in  the  neareft  part ;  they 
are  every  where,  indented  with  huge  bays,  and 
inlets  of  the  fea,  fome  of  which  may  be  not  im- 
properly ftiled  mediterranean  feas ;  they  are  in- 
terfered by  great  rivers,  and  for  the  mod:  part 
at  any  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fhores,  un- 
inhabited, and  covered  with  immenfe  forefts ; 
Ireland  is  an  ifland  on  all  fides  acceflible  to  the 
Britifli  fleets,  feparated  from  Great  Britain  by  a 
channel  from  about  thirty  to  fix  leagues  broad, 
and  eighty  leagues  long,  and  Great  Britain  lies 
between  it  and  the  continent  of  Europe  -7  it  is  an 

I  open 
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open  country  without  forefts  and  without  forti- 
fications.   The  obvious  caufe  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
the  Britifti  arms  in  America,  was  the  nature  of 
the  country,  and  its  diftance  from  Britain,  and 
neither  the  courage  or  power  of  the  Americans, 
or  their  treacherous  allies  the  French  ;  the  ex- 
pence  of  tranfporting  great  armies,  the  fubfift- 
ing,  and  fupplying  them  with  all  kinds  of  mili- 
tary ftores  when  tranfported,  at  fuch  a  diftance, 
was  enormous  ;  and  both  fubiiftence  and  fupply 
hazardous  and  precarious  :  the  marches  of  the 
army  in  a  country,  interfered  by  great  rivers, 
were  attended  with  great  difficulty  and  danger, 
particularly  as  it  was  covered  with  forefts,  where 
fmall  bodies  of  light  troops  could  harrafs  and  re- 
tard  the  advances  of  numerous  and  formidable 
forces  ;  the  partial  population  of  the  country  in 
patches  called  plantations,  near  the  fea  and  great 
rivers,  and  its  immenfe  extent,  rendered  a  per- 
manent conqueft  of  it  impracticable ;  a  planted 
diftricl  here  and  there,  as  it  required  a  military 
force  to  conquer  it,  fo  it  required  a  military 
force  to  preferve  the  conqueft  ;  and  as  many  mi- 
litary pofts  were  required,  as  there  were  planted 
diftricls.    In  Ireland  every  one  of  thefe  natural 
defences  are  wanting,  and  the  triumphant  Bri- 
tifti navy  rides  miftrefs  of  the  ocean,  always 
ready  to  intercept  foreign  fuccours  to  Irifh  rebels, 
and  even  without  that  bar  to  the  interference  of 
foreigners,  on  any  difpute  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  the  Britifti  arms  muft  have  a  de- 
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cinVe  advantage  by  the  proximity  of  the  two 
iflands.  Troops  and  warlike  {lores  could  at  all 
times  be  fent  with  certainty  in  a  few  hours  from 
Britain  to  Ireland,  in  fmall  and  even  undecked 
velTels  ;  and  not  from  any  part  of  the  continent 
of  Europe,  but  at  the  intervals  of  weeks,  per- 
haps of  months,  according  to  the  variation  of 
the  winds,  and  feafons,  in  flout  veflels,  and  al- 
ways with  the  provifion  for,  and  at  the  hazard 
of,  a  long  fea  voyage  :  the  fuperficial  contents  of 
the  ifland  of  Great  Britain  are  to  thofe  of  Ireland, 
in  the  proportion  of  leven  to  two,  or  three  and  a 
hah' to  one;  the  aggregate  population  of  Great 
Britain,  (fuppoling  its  local  population  in  all 
parts  only  equal  to  that  of  Ireland)  mud  there- 
fore be  to  that  of  Ireland  in  the  fame  proportion  ; 
but  it  is  certainly  much  greater,  fo  that  it  may 
with  reafon  be  concluded,  that  its  inhabitants 
are  four  fold  more  numerous  than  thofe  of  Ire- 
land ;  they  are  infinitely  richer,  and  their  trade 
and  maritime  power,  confidered,  which  in  efti- 
mating  the  lelative  (irength  of  iflands  is  of  prime 
confideration,  Great  Britain  muft  be  more 
powerful  than  Ireland  in  a  tenfold  proportion  at 
leaft,  and  probably  in  a  greater  ;  to  all  this  muft 
be  added,  the  different  difpofitions,  views,  and 
interefts,  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  the  Romanics 
of  Ireland  may  be  computed  at  nearly  two  thirds 
of  the  inhabitants,  your  colleague  Tone,  in  his 
information  to  the  French  Convention,  admits 
that  they  are  the  pooreft  clafs  in  the  community, 

1  2  I  have 
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I  have  already  mentioned  their  relative  poverty  ; 
of  this  clafs  of  inhabitants,  I  am  well  convinced 
two  thirds  are  eafy  and  happy  under  the  prefent 
conftitution,  and  would  not  join  the  ftandard  of 
rebellion,  for  the  purpofe  of  feparating  this  ifland 
from  the  Britifli  empire,  and  fetting  up  an  inde- 
pendent democratick  republick ;  if  in  the  crifis 
of  fuch  an  attempt  they  did  not  ftand  by  govern- 
ment, they  would  at  leaft  be  neuter  ;  the  nobi- 
lity, and  old  gentry  of  that  communion,  poffefs- 
ed  of  ancient  eftates,  very  few  indeed  in  number, 
would  (lick  by  the  crown,  becaufe  it  is  notori- 
oufly  their  intereft  fo  to  do,  and  becaufe  they 
now  enjoy  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  the 
conftitution,  equally  with  proteftants,  except  the 
few  herein  before  mentioned,  from  which  they 
in  fact  exclude  themfelves,  and  for  the  attain- 
ment of  which  on  their  own  terms,  they  would 
never  rifk  a  civil  war  with  their  proteftant  coun- 
trymen and  Great  Britain  ;  the  Irifli  proteftants 
of  the  eftablifhed  church,  would  to  a  man  refift 
fuch  a  rebellion,  and  your  colleague  Tone  admits, 
u  that  they  have  engrofled,  befides  the  whole 
"  church  patronage,  all  the  profits  and  honours 
"  of  the  country  exclufively,  and  a  very  great 
"  mare  of  the  landed  property,  that  they  are 
"  ariftocrats,  adverfe  to  any  change,  and  de- 
"  cided  enemies  of  the  French  revolution,"  that 
is,  that  they  are  the  moll  powerful  and  the 
richeft  members  of  the  ftate,  and  to  a  man  loyal 
fubjecls.    The  Proteftant  Diflenters  of  Ireland, 
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your  colleague  Tone  thinks  would  all  join  the 
republican  ftandard,  you  feem  to  think  fo  too, 
but  I  muft  take  the  liberty  of  differing  from  you 
both,  fuch  Proteftant  DifTenters,  as  are  real 
chriftians,  a  very  few  excepted,  would  refifl:  a  re- 
bellion of  Iriih  Romanifls,  who  would  certainly 
compofe  the  great  bulk  of  the  infurgents ;  they 
would  confider,  that  in  an  Irifh  independent  de- 
mocratick  republick,  the  Romanifls  from  their 
great  excefs  over  them  in  number,  muft  be  the 
abfolute  rulers,  and  they  would  fpurn  the  idea  of 
Submitting  their  lives  and  properties  to  the  mercy 
of  an  Irifh  Romifh  democracy,  and  exchanging 
conftitutional  civil  liberty,  for  the  tyranny  of  a 
mob  government,  the  only  calm  to  be  expected 
after  a  tempeft  of  fuccefsful  rebellion  and  de- 
vastation. Such  Diffenters  indeed,  as  ufurp  the 
name  of  Proteftants,  but  who  are  in  reality 
atheifts,  and  deiits,  the  difciples  of  Paine,  Price, 
and  Prieftley,  philofbphers  of  the  new  French 
fchool,  in  which  every  profefTor  is  eminent  ex- 
actly in  proportion  to  his  ignorance  and  bruta- 
lity, thank  heaven  they  are  not  numerous  in 
Ireland !  fuch  Diffenters  1  fay,  would  as  far  as  in 
their  power  Strengthen  the  ranks  of  rebellion ; 
to  fuch  an  infernal  crew,  your  popular  and  ener- 
getick  Romanifls y  that  is  a  few  traders  in  fome 
commercial  towns  in  Ireland,  and  the  Romifh 
mcb  of  fuch  towns,  would  certainly  attach  them- 
selves. To  fuch  a  deteftable  yet  feeble  confede- 
racy, exclufive  of  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies, 

would 
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would  be  oppofed  the  flower  of  the  Irifh  nation, 
whether  we  confider  rank,  flation,  wealth,  abi- 
lity, or  even  number,  the  event  of  fuch  a  conteft 
would  neither  be  protracled  nor  uncertain. 

The  With  a  malignant  kind    of  dexterity,  you 

events  of  throw  a  veil  over  the  events  of  rebellions  in  Ire- 
bellionsin  land,  undertaken  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  fe- 
Ireknd    vering  this  country  from  Great  Britain,  and  efta- 
for  the     blifhing  an  independent  government  in  it  j  whe- 
purpofe  of  ther  monarchical  or  republican,  fignified  not,  it 
Mand    was  to  ^e  independent  of  the  Britifh  monarchy : 
from  the  and  to  encourage  revolt,  you  hold  up  the  recent 
Empire    American  revolution,  painted  in  glowing  colours, 
to  the  Irifh  nation,  as  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation  ;  it  fhall  be  part  of  my  bufinefs  to  re- 
call the  attention  of  my  countrymen,  to  the 
events  of  the  rebellions  heretofore  commenced  by 
the  Irifh  Romanifts,  in  the  caufe  of  feparation, 
when  the  relative  power  of  the  Irifh  Romanift  to 
that  of  the  Irifh  Proteftant,  bore  an  infinitely 
greater  proportion  than  it  does  at  prefent ;  for  | 
the  caufe  of  feparation  from,  and  independency 
on  Britain  is  not  now  a  new  caufe  of  rebellion, 
it  has  been  repeatedly  fought  and  decided  on  the 
Irifh  ftage.    PaiTing  over  the  almod  continued 
hoftility  between  powerful  fepts,  and  the  Britifh 
colonies  in  Irelandj  from  the  firft  conqueft  of 
Ireland,  by  Britain,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
fecond,  I  fhall  come  at  once  to  the  reign  of  queen 

Elizabeth. 
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Elizabeth.  In  her  reign,  the  Earl  of  Defmond, 
a  great  nobleman,  originally  of  Englifh  blood, 
whole  dominions  extended  almoft  all  over  Mun- 
fter,  entered  into  a  league  with  the  then  power- 
ful Spanifli  monarchy,  for  fevering  Ireland  from 
England,  and  rendering  it  independent ;  he  took 
up  arms,  and  pretending  he  did  fo,  in  fupport  of 
the  Romifh  religion,  he  was  joined  by  almoil  the 
whole  Irifh  nation  then  bigottcd  Romanifts ;  the 
very  Englilh  colonies,  which  acknowledged  the 
queen  as  their  fovereign,  being  then  moftly 
Romanifts,  and  confined  to  a  few  counties  in 
Leinfter,  the  Spaniards  fent  him  great  fupplies  of 
military  (lores,  and  troops,  yet  the  power  of 
England  foon  crumed  him  and  his  adherents, 
and  his  head  was  ftuck  up,  as  the  head  of  a  trai- 
tor, on  London  bridge.  The  great  Earl  of 
Tyrone,  the  ableft  Irifh  chieftain,  both  as  to  cou- 
rage and  fkill,  which  had  before  that  time  ap- 
peared, and  who  had  been  trained  to  arms,  in 
the  army  of  Elizabeth  herfelf,  next  raifed  a  rebel- 
lion in  Ireland,  in  the  very  fame  caufe  of  inde- 
pendence on,  and  feparation  from,  England;  he 
was  alfo  aflifted  by  Spain,  at  that  time  the  moft 
powerful  nation  in  Europe,  who  fent  at  one  time 
fix  thoufand  Spanifh  infantry,  famous  for  their 
fuperior  difcipline  over  all  other  Europeans,  and 
then  a  very  confiderable  army,  to  his  afllilance ; 
he  was  joined  by  the  whole  body  of  the  Irifh.  na- 
tion, then  forty  to  one  in  number  over  the 
Englifli  colonies,  yet  he  and  the  Irifh  nation  were 
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in  a  few  campaigns  compleatly  fubdued  and  con- 
quered by  the  power  of  England  ;  and  the  con- 
fe  uences  cf  his  rebellion  and  fuppreflion  were, 
the  flaughter  or  difperfion  into  foreign  countries, 
of  all  the  Irifh  chieftains  who  ferved  under  him, 
and  of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  fix 
whole  counties  in  the  northern  part  of  this  king- 
dom ;  the  calamities  brought  upon  the  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts  by  that  unfuccefsfui  rebellion,  as  may  be 
learned  from  Morrifon,  and  other  cotemporary 
writers,  can  only  be  equalled  by  thofe  of  the 
Jews,  at  the  time  of  the  deftruction  of  Jerufalem 
by  the  Romans ;  England  in  thofe  two  laft  men- 
tioned rebellions,  was  unaided  by  Scotland,  then 
a  diftincl  kingdom.    The  next  rebellion  in  the 
caufe  of  feparation  from  England,  and  indepen- 
dence, was  that  which  commenced  with  the  hor- 
rible Irifh  malTacre  in  the  year  1641,  that  ma  fia- 
cre which  you  fo  zealoufly  and  fo  officioufly  jufli- 
fy  !  the  Irifh  Romanifis  at  that  time,  encouraged 
by  the  diffracted  ftate  of  publick  affairs  in  Eng- 
land, and  abetted  by  the  republicans  in  that  coun- 
try (as  you  are  at  prefent  by  your  matters  the 
Englifh  jacobins)  broke  out  into  rebellion  for  the 
purpofe  of  feparation   and  independence;  the 
Irifh  Romanics,  at  the  breaking  out  of  this  rebel- 
lion, were  in  the  proportion  of  eleven  to  two  to 
the  Irifh  Protefbnts,  or  of  five  and  a  half  to  one, 
according  to  Sir  William  Petty  (fee  his  political 
anatomy  of  Ireland)  the  fame  author  Hates,  that 
they  murdered  thirty  feven  thoufand  Irifh  Prote- 
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flants,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  rebellion  in  cold 
blood,  the  Englifli  army  in  Ireland  did  not 
amount  at  that  time  to  four  thoufand  men,  ill 
paid  and  ill  clothed,  the  Irifh  Romanics  fud- 
denly  poirefled  themfelves  of  nine  tenth  parts  of 
the  kingdom  ;  as  foon  however,  as  their  quon- 
dam abettors,  the  Englifh  republicans,  had  done 
their  bufinefs  in  England,  thev  would  not  fuffer 
Ireland  to  remain  an  Independent  flate  they 
immediately  fent  an  army  to  reduce  their 
Irifh  aflbciates  in  rebellion  and  murder,  and 
in  two  fhort  campaigns  effected  a  compleat 
conqueft  of  Ireland,  and  flew  in  the  field,  hang- 
ed and  quartered,  or  drove  into  exile,  all  the 
energetic  Irijh  Romanifts  of  that  day.  Of  the  lea- 
ders executed  1  {hall  mention  two  only  of  emi- 
nent turpitude ;  Lord  Maguire,  hanged  and 
quartered  at  Tyburn,  and  his  head  fixed  on  Lon- 
don Bridge  ;  and  Sir  Phelim  ();Neil,  hanged  and 
quartered  at  St. Stephen  s-Green,  and  his  head  fix- 
ed on  Newgate  in  Dublin  ;  they  confifcated  all 
their  eflates,  bellowed  them  upon  the  Englifli  fol- 
diers,  and  finally  Cromwell,  firft  their  general  and 
then  their  dictator,  wifely  united  Ireland  to  En- 
gland, caufing  thirty  members  to  fit  as  reprefen- 
tatives  of  Ireland  in  the  Britifti  parliament.  The 
defolation  and  havock  brought  by  this  rebellion 
in  i  he  caufe  of  feparation  and  independence  on  the 
kingdom  w^uld  be  almoft  incredible,  were  it  not 
teflified  by  unquefdonable  authorities. 
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The  lad  rebellion  of  the  Irifh  Romanics  againft 
the  crown  of  England,  was  that  which  commenc- 
ed in  the  reign  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary. 
At  this  period  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  by  the  agency 
of  Lord  Tyrconnel,  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  kingdom  by  King  James  the  fecond,  were  in 
pofieflion  of  almoft  all  employments  of  truft  and 
confidence  in  the  nation  ;  many  of  the  Irifli  nobi- 
lity and  gentry  of  that  day,  were  Romanifts,  and 
many  of  the  Irifli,  as  well  as  Englifh,  Proteftants 
were  difaffected  to  the  revolution  and  the  govern- 
ment of  King  William.    'I  he  Irifh  Romanifts  al- 
moft to  a  man,  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  abdicat- 
ed monarch,  not  out  of  any  affection  to  him,  but 
with  the  hopes  by  his  means  of  obtaining  inde- 
pendence;  one  hundred  thoufand  effective  men 
all  Irifh  Romanifts  flew  to  arms  ;  the  dethroned 
king,  their  engine  of  feparation,  unable  to  fupport 
and  arm  fuch  a  number,  regimented  fixty  thou- 
fand of  them,  difpofing  them  into  fifty  regiments 
of  foot,  and  fixteen  of  horfe  ;  the  French  monarch 
Lewis  the  fourteenth,  then  in  the  zenith  of  his; 
power,  fent  experienced  generals  and  officers  to] 
command  and  train  the  Irifh  army,  and  many  1 
thoufand  veteran  French  troops  to  aflift  them, 
with  all  kind  of  military  ftores,  cloathing  and 
arms  ;  his  fleet  rode  triumphant  on  the  fea,  hav- 
ing defeated  the  Britifli  fleet  under  Lord  Tor- 
rington,  off  -the  fouthern  coaft  of  Ireland  ;  a  fmall 
body  of  Irifh  Proteftants  only,  in  the  northern 
part  of  this  kingdom,  took  up  arms  to  ftem  this  ;J 
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torrent,  but  they  would  have  been  foon  fwaliow- 
ed  up,  had  they  not  received  fpeedy  fuccours 
from  England,  and  an  Engliih  army  affifted  by 
the  Irifh  Proteftants,  made  a  compleat  conqueft  of 
the  Irifh  Romanifts  of  that  day,  and  of  their 
French  auxiliaries,  in  three  campaigns,  drove  fuch 
of  them  as  efcaped  the  fwoid,  pellilence  and  fa- 
mine, miferable  exiles  into  foreign  countries,  and 
confifcated  their  eftates  and  property. 

That  the  Irifh  Romanifts  adhered  to  King 
James  with  no  other  view,  than  by  his  means  to 
feparate  Ireland  from  the  Britifh  empire,  may  be 
proved  by  numberlefs  occurrences  during  that 
fliort  war.    I  fhali  mention  only  two  of  them : 
when  he  affembled  the  Romifh  convention,  which 
he  and  his  adherents  called  a  parliament  in  Dub- 
lin, one  of  their  firft  mealures  was  the  preparing 
a  bill,  declaring  the  independence  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  on  the  crown  of  England  :  James 
when  the  bill  was  tendered  to  him  for  the  royal 
'affent  hefitated  ;  he  had  Hill  hopes  of  remounting 
the  throne  of  England,  and  he  feared  that  his  af- 
fenting  to  fuch  a  bill  would  difguft  and  alienate 
his  Englifh  friends,  and  impair  his  own  authority 
if  he  mould  remount  the  throne  :  but  the  Irifli 
Romanifts  told  him  plainly  that  if  he  refufed  his 
affent  to  the  bill,  they  had  no  further  occafion 
for  him,  that  he  might  go  about  his  bufinefs,  and 
that  they  would  eftablifh  a  government  without 
him.    This  fame  pretended  parliament  alfo  at- 
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tainted  by  bill,  feveral  thoufand  Irifh  Proteflants, 
including  in  it  by  the  lump  all  men  of  that  per- 
lualion,  of  rank,  confequence,  or  property  ;  and 
paffed  a  bill  for  depriving  the  Proteftant  clergy, 
of  almolt  the  whole  of  their  tithes,  and  for  ren- 
dering the  recovery  of  the  remaining  pittance 
impracticable. 

Don't  you  deplore,  fir,  the  ill  fuccefs  and  un- 
happy fate  of  the  members  of  this  pretended  par- 
liament, all  flaughtered,  hanged  or  tranfported, 
for  maintaining  your  glorious  and  patriotick  prin- 
ciples of  feparation  from  England  and  fubverfion 
of  the  Proteftant  eftablifliment ;  patriots  as  illuf- 
trious  as  yourfeif ! 

Another  fignal  inftance  of  the  contempt,  in 
which  the  Irifh  Romanifts  of  that  day  held  James 
and  his  authority,  and  that  they  meant  only  to 
make  a  tool  of  him  for  effecting  their  own  pur- 
pofes,  is,  that  when  his  deputy  Lord  Tyrconnel 
repaired  to  the  Irifh  camp,  after  the  departure  of 
James  to  France,  one  of  the  principal  Irifh  offi- 
cers came  to  him,  and  commanded  him  initantly 
to  quit  the  camp,  or  he  would  cut  his  tent  cords, 
with  which  command  the  hapiefs  deputy  was 
obliged  to  comply. 

One  other  example  of  unfuccefsful  rebellion, 
in  the  caufe  of  feparation  and  independence  I 
omitted  to  introduce  in  its  rank  in  point  of  time, 
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bccaufc  it  was  not  the  rebellion  of  the  whole  na- 
tive Irifh,  and  degenerate  Englifh  colonifts  in  Ire- 
land, but  of  a  part  only  of  both  races ;  and  that 
is  the  rebellion  of  Thomas  Fitzgerald  Lord  Offa- 
ley,  elded  fon  and  heir  of  the  Earl  of  Kildare,  in 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  eighth  ;  that  noble- 
man, being  then  chief  governor  of  Ireland  under 
the  king,  broke  out  into  open  rebellion,  renounc- 
ed his  allegiance  to  King  Henry,  and  fet  himfelf 
up  as  an  independent  prince ;  in  a  fhort  time,  he 
and  his  adherents  were  reduced,  and  himfelf  with 
five  of  his  uncles  taken  prifoners,  they  were  fent 
to  h ngland,  and  hanged  and  quartered  as  traitors 
at  Tyburn,  the  earl  his  father  died  of  grief,  a 
prifoner  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  the  whole 
family  eftate  was  confifcated.  This  illuftrious 
race  of  the  Fitzgeralds  would  have  been  extin- 
guithed,  had  not  Queen  Mary,  out  of  companion 
to  the  misfortunes  of  that  great  houfe,  afterwards 
reftored  the  only  moot  which  remained  of  the  an- 
cient trunk,  to  his  family  honors  and  eftate. 

And  now,  fir,  having  rehearfed  to  you  the  mi- 
ferable  fate  of  Lord  Offaley,  and  his  uncles  ;  of 
the  Earls  of  Defmond,  and  Tyrone  ;  of  Lord  Ma- 
guire,  and  Sir  Phelim  O'Neil ;  of  the  Romifh  par- 
liament convened  by  King  James,  and  of  all  their 
adherents,  all  Irifh  Romanifts,  and  all  engaged  in 
the  fame  caufe,  of  which  you  have  now  fet  your- 
felf  up  as  the  champion,  that  is  the  caufe  of  fepa- 
ration  from  Great  Britain  and  independence  on 
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the  Britifh  crown,  I  leave  you  to  found  the  trum- 
pet of  infurre&ion,  and  to  cheer  in  vain  your 
murdering  tattered  bands  of  popular  and  energetick 
Romanifts,  by  the  example  of  fuccefsful  rebellion 
in  America,  a  diflant  country,  and  to  wafte  your 
poifonous  breath,  and  acrimonious  ink,  in  fruit- 
lefs  attempts  to  deprefs  the  fpirits  of  his  majefty's 
faithful  and  loyal  Irifh  fubjech,  by  the  example 
of  the  unfuccefsful  American  loyalifts :  Raife  your 
ominous  voice,  and  croak  aloud  to  your  black, 
to  your  grey,  or  ro  your  green*  flock,  in  the  fi- 
gures fo  often  ufed  by  you  in  your  declamations, 
vulgarly  called  nonfenfe,  fuch  as,  cc  a  naked  man 
"  oppreffed  by  the  date  is  an  armed  poft  ;  the  go- 
"  vernment  bloods  the  magiftracy  with  the  peo- 
<f  pies  liberty" — all  you  will  be  able  to  do,  and 
it  is  mifchief  enough,  is  to  encourage  a  few  def- 
perate  affaffins  and  robbers  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  to  perfift  in  their  nocturnal  mur- 
ders, and  plunder,  till  they  expiate  their  crimes 
on  the  avenging  gibbet,  juflly  accufing  with  their 
laft  breath,  (as  did  the  privates  of  the  Monaghan 
militia  {hot  for  a  mutiny)  flagitious  demagogues* 
as  the  caufes  at  once  of  their  guilt  and  difgrace- 
ful  punifhment. 

That  you  might  leave  no  topick  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  untouched,  you  re- 
peat in  this  addrefs  two  calumnies  againft  the 
government  of  the  country,  which  you  have  al- 
ready advanced  in  the  houfe  of  commons  more 
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than  once,  the  falfity  of  which  has  been  demon- 
ftrated  as  often  as  you  prefumed  to  advance  them, 
and  though  you  flood  publickly  convicted  of  de- 
liberate malicious  falfehood,  in  the  two  inftances 
more  than  once,  you  with  your  accuftomed 
effrontery,  again  repeat  them  in  this  addrefs ; 
and  you  inftructed  your  jacobin  matters  in  En- 
gland, to  retail  the  fame  falfehoods,  for  they  ap- 
pear in  the  copies  of  a  fpeech,  publifhed  in  the 
Englifh  prints  as  fpoken  by  Mr.  Fox  on  Irifh 
affairs  in  the  Englifh  houfe  of  commons ;  they 
are  thus  fet  forth  in  your  addrefs,  iC  They  (go- 
"  vernment)  agreed  to  the  firft  catholick  bill, 
"  and  then  profcribed  the  perfon  of  the  Catholic, 
"  and  oppofed  his  freedom  in  corporations  "  by  the 
firft  Catholic  bill,  it  is  plain  you  mean  the  bill 
which  pa(Ted  in  favour  of  Irifh  Romanifts,  in  the 
year  1793,  for  that  is  the  bill  which  enabled  Ro- 
fnanifls  to  become  members  of  corporations,  and 
in  that  particular,  put  them  on  a  footing  with 
Proteftants,  repealing  the  teft  and  corporation 
acts,  in  their  favour  ;  in  both  thefe  particulars 
of  profcription  of  Romanifts,  and  oppofition  to 
their  freedom  in  corporations,  by  government 
fince  that  act,  you  aflert  what  is  not  warranted 
by  fact ;  I  already  expofed  the  falfehood  and  ma- 
lignity of  fuch  afTertions  in  my  place  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  your  hearing,  ftating  the 
tranfaclions  on  which  they  were  founded  ;  the 
fubftance  of  my  fpeech  on  that  occafion  is  in 
print,  and  it  is  not  neceflary  here  to  repeat  what 
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I  then  faid ;  you  did  not  then  attempt  to  refute 
me,  if  you  mall  hereafter  attempt  to  vindicate 
your  aflertions  on  thefe  heads,  and  produce  your 
pretended  inftances  of  profcription,  and  oppofiti- 
on  in  corporations,  I  am  able  again  to  difprove 
them. 


Mr.  Grat-  Your  next  charge  againft  the  prefent  Irifti 
charge  of  government  is  corruption,  you  charge  them  with 
corrupti-  fupporting  their  decided  majority  in  parliament, 
the  p2re-n  againft  tne  meafures  of  you  and  your  petty  facti- 
fent  Irifh  on,  by  corruption  ;  that  is,  you  in  fact  charge, 

menVre-  t^iat  a^  tne  ^n^gnts  °f  tne  different  mires  in  Ire- 
futed.      land,  fix  or  feven  excepted,  (which  is  as  many 
as  I  recollect,  ever  to  have  voted  with  you  and 
your  party,  againft  the  meafures  of  government 
on  any  queftion)  all  the  members  for  cities  and 
great  towns,  for  all  open  boroughs,  and  for  what 
are  ftiled  clofe  (that  is  boroughs  chiefly  under 
the  patronage  of  great  and  powerful  noblemen 
or  gentlemen,  having  large  eftates  in  the  country) 
about  ten  or  twelve  members  for  boroughs  ex- 
cepted, the  whole  flrength  of  your  faction  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  are  induced  by  bribery  to 
vote  againft  your  meafures ;  the  accufation  is  fo  no- 
torioufly  unfounded,  that  no  defence  is  neceflary; 
the  whole  reprefentatives  of  the  landed  and  mo-  , 
neyed  intereft  are  not,  nor  could  they  be,  brib-  j 
ed  to  vote  and  act  againft  the  true  interefts  of  jj 
their  country,  that  is,  their  own  interefts ;  the 
abfurdity  of  the  accufation  is  a  fufficient  refuta-  | 
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tion  ;  but  to  fupport  your  accufation  you  adduce 
two  inftances,  one,  that  to  overwhelm  an  oligar- 
chical party  in  parliament,  "  a  new  hoft  of  places 
"  and  penfions,  was  reforted  to,  this  is  the  fa- 
"  mous  half  million,  or  the  experiment  of  the 
"  caftle  to  fecure  the  dependence  of  parliament, 
"  and  to  prevent  the  formation  of  an  Irifli  party 
<c  againft  the  domination  of  a  Britifh  Cabinet." 
This  allegation  of  corruption  in  the  government, 
you  have  founded,  on  an  aflertion,  declared  in 
feveral  of  your  fpeeches,  to  have  been  once  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  a  perfon  then  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  government  ;  the  afler- 
tion, as  you  frequently  ftated  it,  was,  "  that  it 
<c  had  coft  government  half  a  million  to  defeat 
"  an  oppofition  party,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
"  mons ;"  and  you  have  frequently  admitted 
that  the  tranfaclion  alluded  to  happened  during 
the  time  Lord  Townfhend  was  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland;  his  lieutenancy  commenced  in  1767 
and  ended  in  1772,  fo  that,  according  to  you  it 
muft  have  happened,  more  than  twenty-feven  years 
ago;  and  that  it  ever  happened,  or  that  fuch  af- 
fertion  was  ever  made,  refts  upon  your  credit. 

The  mifconducr,  of  former  governors,  by  a 
kind  of  political  legerdemain,  you  transfer  to  the 
prefent ;  but  for  a  moment  fuppofing  that  a  cor- 
ruption of  parliament  was  defigned  by  multiply- 
ing the  lucrative  offices  of  the  Hate,  and  confer- 
ring them  on  merdbers  of  parliament,  has  not  the 
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place-bill  lately  enacted,  a  meafure  adopted  by  a 
miniftry  of  a  much  later  date,  than  that  of 
Lord  Townfhend,  compleatly  defeated  the  de- 
fign  ?  That  bill,  amongft  other  regulations,  dif- 
qualifies,  perfons  pcfTefFmg  a  great  number  of  lu- 
crative offices,  to  fit  in  parliament,  many  of  which 
were  heretofore  filled  by  members  of  parliament; 
and  it  vacates  the  feats  of  all  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  who  mall  after  their  election, 
accept  of  places  of  profit  under  the  crown  tena- 
ble at  pleafure  ;  add  to  this  powerful  check  to 
corruption,  the  penfion  bill ;  both  thefe  bills  are 
of  modern  date ;  yet  whilft  you,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  inflammation,  load  the  prefent  govern- 
ment with  the  imputed  guilt  of  the  mifconducf. 
of  former  governors,  you  conceal  from  view  the 
merit  of  the  prefent  or  of  immediately  preceding 
governors,  in  correcting  fuch  mifconducl:,  iffuch 
there  was,  and  in  preventing  future  governors 
from  adopting  fuch  corruptive  meafures ;  with 
the  fame  view,  you  accufe  the  prefent  govern- 
ment with  creating  new  places  for  gentlemen  of 
the  law  profeffion,  but  you  omit  ftating  the  abfo- 
lute  neceffity  of  the  creation,  arifing  from  defect 
and  delay  in  the  difpenfing  of  publick  juftice, 
both  criminal  and  civil,  which  occurred  in  almoft 
all  the  counties  in  the  kingdom,  before  they 
were  created ;  and  you  alfo  omitted,  that  bar- 
riflers  holding  fuch  new  created  employments, 
were  incapacitated  by  the  ad  which  eftabliftied 
them  to  fit  in  parliament;  you  accufe  govern- 
ment 
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ment  with  a  defign  to  corrupt  the  bar  by  the  cre- 
ation of  thefe  places,  with  what  juftice  I  leave  the 
world  to  determine  ;  but  in  preferring  this  accu- 
fation,  you  fall  into  a  ftrange  inconfiftency,  con- 
trary to  the  whole  tenor  of  your  addrefs,  you 
ftumble  here  on  one  truth,  to  wit,  <c  That  in 
11  this  country  formerly  the  rule  of  government 
"  was  the  law  of  the  land,"  you  ftate  throughout 
your  addrefs  that  the  whole  proceedings  of  govern- 
ment  in  this  country,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  reign  of  James  the  firft  to  the  prefent  day 
have  been  a  continued  fyftem  of  the  moft  atroci- 
ous and  horrible  tyranny,  over  the  inhabitants  of 
this  kingdom,  over  Irijhmen  in  large  characters, 
that  ftrong,  hardy,  bold,  brave,  laborious,  warm- 
hearted, and  faithful  race  of  men,  as  you  defcribe 
them.  The  law  of  England  was  not  extended 
over  all  Ireland,  till  the  reign  of  James  the  firft, 
before  that  time  the  inhabitants  of  four  fifths  of 
this  kingdom,  were  out  of  the  pale  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  laws,  and  were  governed  by  certain  barba- 
rous cuftoms,  called  the  Brehon  Iaiv>  of  which 
Sir  John  Davis  gives  fome  account ;  at  what  time 
was  it  then,  "  that  the  rule  of  government  in  this 
"  country  was  the  law  of  the  land,"  according  to  . 
you  ?  The  fact  is  certainly  true,  the  law  of  the  land 
has  been  always  the  rule  of  government  in  this 
country,  fince  it  became  entirely  pervious  to  the 
common  law  of  England  ;  but  how  came  you, 
againft  your  very  nature  and  defign,  to  deviate 
into  this  truth  ?  it  renders  your  addrefs  a  heap  of 
K  2  inconfiftency— 
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inconfiftency — from  companion  to  you,  I  will  en- 
deavour to  reconcile  you  with  yourfelf  ;  the  law 
you  there  meant,  as  the  rule  of  government,  was 
the  Brehon  law  before  the  reign  of  king  James 
the  lirft  :  and  the  government,  the  then  Irifli 
chiefs  or  Sachems,  and  their  Brehons  or  judges ; 
what  a  pity  that  you  did  not  live  in  thofe  times  ! 
you  would,  if  then  in  exiftence,  have  been  a 
Brehon,  and  could  I  entertain  the  belief  of  tranf- 
migration,  I  mould  certainly  conclude,  that  your 
foul  formerly  animated  the  body  of  a  fturdy  dog- 
matick  Brehon,  a  fupercilious  and  defpotick  bar- 
barian, whofe  nod  was  plunder,  and  whofe 
frown  was  death ! 

It  is  not  here  arnifs  to  examine  whether  the 
conduct  of  government,  in  nominating  to  the 
offices  of  the  ftate,  members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  and  Commons,  can  be  confidered  as  an 
effect  of  a  fyftem  of  corruption  of  parliament, 
adopted  by  the  crown  ;  it  is  notorious  that  in 
every  civilized  ftate,  whether  monarchical  or  re- 
publican, there  muft  be  a  fet  of  men  felecled 
from  the  body  of  the  people,  whofe  peculiar  pro- 
vince it  is,  to  tranfact  the  bufinefs  of  the  ftate  ;  it 
is  highly  reafonable,  and  indeed  neceflary,  that 
fuch  men  fhould  be  paid  by  the  community  for 
their  trouble,  for  we  find  by  experience,  that 
the  duty  of  laborious  offices  which  officious  men 
have  fometimes  undertaken  to  perform  with- 
out emolument,  has  been  always  in  the  end  ne- 
glected 
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glebed  or  abandoned,  nor  is  it  to  be  expelled  that 
men  will  gratuitoufly  expend  and  wafte  their 
time  and  their  labour.    In  a  great  empire,  as  is 
that  of  Britain,  there  muft  be  many  and  (kilful 
publick  officers,  which  from  the  conftitution  of 
our  mixed  monarchy,  muft  be  nominated  by  the 
crown  ;  this  power  of  nomination  gives  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  influence  to  the  crown,  but  it 
is  a  proper  and  conftitutional  influence,  with 
which  the  very  nature  of  our  government  de- 
mands that  the  crown  mould  be  invefted,  and 
without  which  our  conftitution  could  not  exift ; 
to  what  body  of  men  then  is  the  monarch  to 
look  for  a  fupply  of  publick  officers  ?  is  he  to  ex- 
clude from  all  publick  functions  the  whole  Houfe 
of  Lords,  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility  of  the 
nation,  the  hereditary  council  of  the  crown  ? 
and  is  he  alfo  to  exclude  all  the  members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  ableft  and  moft  enlight- 
ened part  of  the  people,   partly  pofleffing  and 
certainly  reprefenting,  the  whole  mafs  of  the 
landed  and  monied  intereft  in  the  nation  ;  of 
whofe  talents,  abilities,  and  capacity  for  publick 
fervice  from  their  fituation,  he  has  the  beft  op- 
portunity of  judging  ?  and  is  the  monarch  to  re- 
fort  to   the   jovial   clubs  of  country  fquires, 
to  a  fox-hunt  or  horfe-race,  to  the  cloifters  of  a 
college,  to  the  counting-houfes  of  traders,  to  the 
factories  of  weavers,  the  forges  of  fmiths,  to  the 
plough,  the  loom,  or  the  hammer,  for  prime 
minifters,  and  fecretaries  of  ftate  ?  and  is  the 

monarch 
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monarch  in  a  mixed  monarchy  like  ours,  to  be 
ftripped  of  all  influence  of  every  kind  in  the  fe- 
nate?  The  man  who  can  anfwer  thefe  feveral 
queftions  in  the  affirmative,  and  frame  his  an- 
fwers  from  his  own  real  opinion,  is  a  perfon  too 
abfurd  to  be  argued  with,  he  muft  be  entirely 
ignorant,  not  only  of  all  the  ceconomy  of  poli- 
tical fociety,  but  of  the  very  nature  of  Man,  con- 
fidered  as  a  reafonable  and  a  focial  being. 

You  declaim,  fir,  in  your  addrefs,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  afperity,  againft  what  you 
call  the  trade  of  parliament,  by  which  I  under- 
Hand,  the  buying  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, for  a  venal  borough,  or  procuring  a  feat 
in  that  Houfe  by  other  means,  with  a  view  of 
making  great  advantage  of  the  purchafe,  by  com- 
pelling the  minifter  to  buy  the  talents  of  the  pur- 
chafer,  and  thereby  not  only  to  filence  his  clamo- 
rous oppofition  to  all  meafures  of  government, 
right  or  wrong,  but  to  employ  his  mercenary 
eloquence  in  a  flavifh  fupport  of  adminiftration 
on  all  occafions.  Of  thefe  venal  boroughs  the 
number  is  fmall,  and  I  freely  admit,  that  fuch 
trade  has  been  driven,  and  fometimes  with  fuc- 
cefs  ;  but  your  affurance  in  felecting  fuch  a  topick 
for  inflammation,  is  furely  unmatchable  !  it  is  a 
univerfally  received  opinion,  that  fome  of  the 
raoft  turbulent  and  clamorous  antefignani  in  your 
fcanty  ranks  of  oppofition,  fet  up  in  that  trade 
of  parliament,  in  which,  thank  Providence  !  they 

have 
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have  failed  and  become  bankrupts  ;  their  unhap- 
py fate  has  drawn  from  you  the  mod  pathetick 
complaints  in  your  addrefs.  Pray  which  are  they, 
or  the  haplefs  American  loyalifts,  the  greateft  ob- 
jects of  compaffion  in  your  eyes  ?  thus  you  pour 
forth  your  tragick  effufion,  from  the  very  bot- 
tom of  your  foul,  "  what  man  of  fmall  fortune, 
"  what  man  of  great  fortune,  can  now  afford  to 
"  come  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  fuftain 
"  the  expence  of  a  feat  in  parliament,  or  of  a 
"  contefted  election  ?  I  know  fome  who  have 
"  great  talents,  (that  is  ftrong  lungs  and  con- 
"  fummate  affurance)  and  have  exercifed  them 
"  in  the  publick  fervice,  are  difpofed  to  decline 
cc  fituations,  to  the  honed  individual  fo  expen- 
c<  five,  and  to  the  publick  now  fo  unprofitable," 
(you  might  have  added  c<  and  to  them/elves.") 
But  your  difappointed  fatellites,  are  not  the  only  ^nr's^f" 
perfons  who  followed  the  trade  of  parliament,  duity  and 
no  man  followed  it  in  my  memory  with  fo  much  fuccefs  m 

carrying 

afliduity  or  fuccefs  as  you  yourfelf  have  done,  0n  the 
fi nee  your  commencement  in  that  bufinefs  ;  re-p^a^ 
turned  into  parliament  for  a  clofe  borough  at  ment. 
your  fir  ft  appearance  on  the  publick  ftage,  by 
the  intereft  of  a  nobleman,  in  whofe  patronage 
it  was,  you  immediately  opened  your  fliop,  and 
expofed  your  wares  to  fale,  the  ftock  of  a  fecond- 
hand  retail  political  haberdafher,  the  whole  con- 
fided of  an  affortment  collected  from  the  two 
ilore-houfes  of  deceafe*  politicians,  the  one  Mo- 
lyneux's  State  of  Ireland,  the  other  the  Drapiers 

Letters  i 
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Letters ;  the  Irifh  Nation  at  that  time  laboured 
under  two  grievances,  the  firft  a  real  one  felt 
feverely  by  the  publick  at  large  ;  the  fecond,  more 
a  theoretical  than  an  actual  grievance,  though 
fometimes  really  felt,    and    always  menacing. 
The  firft  confifted  in  a  fevere  and  impolitick 
reftriclion    of  the   trade  of  Ireland,    by  the 
commercial  regulations  of  Britain  ;  the  fecond 
was  an  affumed  power  in  the  Britifh  legiflature 
to  bind  Ireland  by  its  ftatutes  ;  and  to  this  grie- 
vance may  be  added,  the  effects  of  an  Irifh  ftatute 
called  Poyning's  act,  by  which  the  Irifh  parliament 
in  its  legiflative  capacity,  was  controlled  by  the 
great  law  officers  in  England :  the  nation  galled 
by  thefe  opprefftGns,  equally  pernicious  and  dis- 
graceful, loudly  exprefled  on  all  occafions  their 
diflatisfaction  at  them  ;  and  zealoufly  applauded 
and  fupported  as  well  every  honeft  patriot,  as 
political  adventurer,  who  argued  or  declaimed 
againft  them  ;  and  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  the  mul- 
titude always  exprefled  their  approbation  of  the 
loudeft  declaimer,  meafuring  the  merit  of  the  ora- 
tor by  the  uproar,  turbulence,  and  fury,  of  his 
harangues.    In  fuch  a  feafon  feveral  able  and  ho- 
neft fenators  flood  forth  the  champions  of  their 
country,  and  combated  thefe  oppreflions  with  the 
weapons  of  argument  and  reafon :  you  joined 
their  ranks,  and  fought  againft  the  common  ene- 
my with  lefs  effective  execution,  but  with  fupe- 
rior  noife,  turbulence,  and  acrimony,  battering 
them  inceftantly  with  the  artillery  of  Molineux 


and 
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and  Swift.  The  campaign  was  fuccefsful,  the 
Englifli  minifter  liftened  to  the  voice  of  juftice 
and  reafon,  and  agreed  to  a  treaty,  the  grievan- 
ces were  redrefTed ;  the  ports  of  the  world  were 
opened  to  the  Irifli  trader,  the  independence  of 
the  Irifli  legiflature  on  that  of  Britain  was  ac- 
knowledged ;  and  Poyning's  act  repealed.  The 
giddy  multitude,  captivated  by  the  fury  and  bluf- 
ter  of  your  operations,  attributed  the  whole  fuc- 
cefs  to  you  :  and  you  carried  away  the  palm 
from  your  upright,  honeft,  patriotick  aflbciates, 
with  much  lefs  real  merit,  whether  we  confider 
your  abilities  or  motives.  You  were  determined 
however  to  work  your  own  emolument  out  of 
the  national  profperity,  and  to  take  advantage  of 
this  tide  of  Irifh  exultation  to  bring  into  port  a 
Galeon  freighted  with  a  precious  cargo  on  your 
own  account ;  though  juft  fet  up  in  the  trade  of 
parliament,  you  feemed  to  have  underftood  it 
better,  than  older  merchants ;  you  contrived  mat- 
ters fo,  that  a  vote  was  carried  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  for  bellowing  on  you  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  out  of  the  publick  purfe,  as  a  reward  for 
your  exertions  in  eftabliflring  the  independence 
of  the  Irifli  legiflature  ;  anc^you  had  addrefs  fuf- 
ficient  to  obtain  the  confent  of  the  crown  to  this 
mod  extraordinary  and  unmerited  donation,  by 
your  engagement  in  future  to  fupport  the  mea- 
fures  of  government:  by  a  judicious  difpofal  of 
this  money  you  have  fecured  to  yourfelf  an  eflate 
in  fee  Ample  of  three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum 

and 
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and  upwards :  and  you,  who  accufe  the  prefent 
government  of  corruption  in  the  diftribution  of 
places  and  penfions,  are,  and  for  fome  years  have 
been,  in  poffeffion  of  a  penfion  in  fee  fimple  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  the  moft  un- 
merited that  ever  was  beftowed,  and  purchafed 
by  the  moft  unwarrantable,  wanton,  and  profufe 
expenditure  of  publick  money,  that  has  ever  oc- 
curred in  the  annals  of  this  or  the  fifter  kingdom. 
To  expofe  in  a  clearer  point  of  view  the  inanity 
of  your  claim  to  this  donation,  it  is  neceffary  here 
to  recur  to  fome  part  of  your  conduct,  after  re- 
ceipt of  that  coftly  proof  of  publick  prodigality 
and  folly.  The  Englifh  nation,  from  the  time  of 
their  conqueft  of  Ireland,  in  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  the  fecond,  to  the  year  1782,  had  claimed 
and  frequently  exercifed  a  power  of  legiflating  for 
Ireland  :  the  claim  is  aflerted  in  all  their  law  books 
where  Ireland  is  mentioned,  particularly  by  Lord 
Coke  in  Calvin's  cafe,  and  in  his  Inftitutes,  and 
may  be  found  particularly  ftated  in  judge  Black- 
ftone's  Commentaries,  vol.  1.  p.  100,  ici.  Jn 
the  reign  of  George  the  firft,  this  claim  was 
queftioned  by  the  Irifh,  and  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment pafted  a  declaratory  law  in  the  6th  year  of 
that  reign,  in  which  they  aflerted  the  power  of 
the  Britifh  parliament  to  bind  Ireland  by  its  acts 
as  part  of  the  common  law  of  England.  Previous  to, 
and  in,  the  year  1782  the  Irifh  parliament,  as  is 
before  ftated,  made  heavy  complaints  of  this  af. 
fumed  power  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  to  legis- 
late 
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late  for  Ireland  ;  and  a  bill  paflcd  in  the  Britifh 
parliament  repealing  this  declaratory  aft,  in  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  complaints,  by  way  of  content- 
ing the  lrifh  nation  ;  the  late  Mr.  Flood,  and  fome 
other  leading  members  in  the  lrifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, faw  clearly,  that  fuch  repeal  of  a  declara- 
tory act,  did  not  abrogate  the  law  as  it  flood  be- 
fore that  act  was  made  ;  and  that  if  by  the  com- 
mon law  of  England,  as  laid  down  by  their  moft 
eminent  lawyers,  Ireland  was  bound  by  Britifh 
acts  of  parliament  before  the  enacting  of  that  de- 
claratory act,  the  repeal  of  that  act  left  the  law 
as  it  flood  before  ;  and  that  the  right  of  binding 
Ireland  by  Britifli  acts,  might  be  again,  not  only 
claimed,  but  exercifed,  by  the  parliament  of  Bri- 
tain, whenever  they  fhould  think  it  convenient 
to  do  fo,  and  Mr  Flood  and  others  infifted  in  the 
lrifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  repeal  of  the 
act  of  the  6th  of  George  the  firft,  did  not,  and 
could  not,  etiablifh  and  fecure  the  independence 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  that  nothing 
fliort  of  an  act  of  renunciation  by  the  Britifh  par- 
liament of  all  right  of  legiflating  for  Ireland, 
could  eflablifh  or  fecure  that  independence. 


To  this  moft  reafonable  doctrine  of  Mr.  Flood,  Mr.Grat- 
and  the  gentlemen  who  fupported  his  opinion,  k"tI™p 
you  e.ppofed  yourfelf  with  all  your  wonted  fury  pofedthe 
and  acrimonv  in  the  lrifh  Houfe  of  Commons, a<5t  of,e" 

nunciati- 

ancl  abfurdly  infitted,  that  the  fimple  repeal  of  a  0n,  which 
declaratory  ad  abrogated  the  law  which  was  an- 

tecedent  cure  the 
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independ-  tecedent  to  the  aft ;  your  obftinacy  on  this  occa- 
enceofthe^on  was  exactly  \n  proportion  to  your  abfurdity. 

Jrifh  legil-  .       11  4  ,  4 

]ature,and  However  the  Bntith  parliament  concurred  in  opi- 
his  reafons  nipjj  vvith  Mr.  Flood,  and  pafTed  an  act  of  renun- 
ing.        elation  of  all  power  of  legiflation  for  Ireland. 

It  was  matter  of  wonder  to  men  who  had  been 
carried  away  by  the  torrent  of  popular  applaufe, 
and  looked  upon  you  as  a  zealous  affertor  of  the 
independence  of  the  Irilh  legiflature,  to  fee  you 
thus  vehemently  oppoling  the  only  meafure  which 
could  eftablifh  and  fecure  it ;  but  their  wonder 
ceafed,  when  they  found  that  the  concurrence  of 
the  minifter  of  the  day,  with  the  commons,  in 
prefenting  to  you  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  without 
whofe  concurrence  you  could  not  have  touched 
the  money,  had  been  purchafed  by  your  engage- 
ment to  fupport  his  meafures :  and  that  he  refitt- 
ed the  idea  of  renunciation  at  that  time,  not 
knowing  how  the  parliament  of  Britain  might 
feel  on  fo  momentous  a  meafure ;  if  that  minif- 
ter is  now  living,  and  has  read  your  addrefs, 
when  he  came  to  this  paffage,  "  no — no — no — the 
Cf  half  million  f aid  the  minifter •,  this  is  my  principle  of 
6C  attraclion  :  among  the  rich  I fend  my  half  million" 
how  muft  he  blufh  at  his  own  folly  in  bellowing 
on  you,  one  folitary  reprefentative  of  a  clofe  bo- 
rough, without  eftare,  family  or  connections  to 
make  you  confiderable,  one  full  tenth  part  of  that 
fum,  which  you  reprefent  as  fufficient  to  corrupt 
the  whole  Irifh  fenate.  fifty  thoufand  pounds! 

and 
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and  what  tortures  muft  he  feel,  when  he  finds 
his  accomplice  has  turned  approver  again  ft  him  1 
Imagination  paints  him  to  me  on  fuch  occa- 
fion  crying  out  with  Macheath,  "  That  Jem- 
<f  my  Twitcher  fliould  peach  me !  or  with  the 
"  Roman  poet,  Clodius.  Accufat  machos f  Catilina 
"  CetbeptmJ" 


The  next   tranfaction  of  your  political  life  Mr.  Grat- 

which  it  is  neceflary  here  to  mention,  is  your  j*"t}y°~op- 

conduct  in  the  lafl  feflion,  when  the  extraordina-  pofed  a 

ry  attack  ftated  in  the  public  prints  to  have  been  ^y1*™^ 

made  in  the  Britim  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr.  fure,  on  a 

Fox  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Irifli  Parliament, 

was  animadverted  upon  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  England, 

Commons.  A  falfe  and  infamous  libel  on  the  Irifli  PurPor*- 

ing  to  be  a 

parliament,  particularly  on  the  Houfe  of  Com- copy  of  a 

mons,  was  publifhed  in  moft  of  the  London  *Peect  °^ 

Mr.  Fox 

newfpapers  in  the  month  of  March,  in  the  yeai*in  the 

1707,  and  from  them  copied  into  the  republican  Britirti 
«.  .  \J      .  •  -   •  •»»     -i?     9    r       li  ■    Houfe  of 

Iriih  prints,  entitled  Mr.  tox  s  fpeech  on  thecommons 

ftate  of  Ireland,  and  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  aon  the 
fpeech  made  in  the  Englifli  Houfe  of  Commons  i^Rd. 
by  Mr.  Fox.  This  libel,  after  ftating  a  variety  of 
the  moft  malignant  and  groundlefs  falfehoods, 
refpeding  Ireland,  the  difpofitions  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  meafures  purfued  by  government 
there,  proceeded  to  condemn  in  a  rancorous  in- 
vective, the  rejection  of  the  two  meafures  by  the 
Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  your  addrefs 
mentions  as  panaceas  propofed  by  you  and  your 

party 
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party  for  the  cures  of  all  popular  difcontents  in 
Ireland,  to  wit,  emancipation  and  reform.  For 
the  firft  of  thefe  meafures,  there  appeared  on  a 
divifion  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  twenty 
votes  only  :  and  as  your  party  joined  emancipa- 
tion and  reform  together,  declaring  that  emanci- 
pation was  only  the  firfl  part  of  reform,  and  that 
there  could  be  no  reform  without  emancipation, 
the  decifion  of  the  houfe,  almofl  unanimous, 
againft  emancipation,  put  an  end  to  divifions  of 
the  houfe  on  the  firing  of  refolutions  you  had 
prepared  refpecling  the  remainder  of  your  fcheme 
of  reform  ;  many  of  the  twenty  who  voted  for 
emancipation,  declaring  they  would  vote  againft 
all  the  remainder  of  the  propofed  reform.  This 
libel,  publifhed  as  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Fox,  ftated 
this  almofl  unanimous  decifion  of  the  Irifh  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  have  been  procured  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown,  and  reprefented  the  members 
of  that  houfe  as  only  puppefe  of  the  minifter,  in- 
cluding in  this  cenfure  all  the  Irifh  reprefenta- 
tives  of  counties,  cities  and  boroughs  :  it  affert- 
ed  the  propriety  of  the  interference  of  the  En- 
glifli  Houfe  of  Commons  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Irifh  parliament ;  and  of  their  entertaining 
and  examining  the  merits  of  Appeals  made  by 
any  defeated  party  in  the  Irifh  Commons,  be  it 
ever  fo  infignificant,  and  reverfing  the  decifions 
of  the  Irifh  parliament  in  all  matters  of  internal 
legiflation  of  that  country,  on  two  principles, 
one3  that  if  a  rebellion  fliould  blaze  up  in  Ireland 

in 
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in  confequence  of  meafures  purfued  by  the  Irifli 
parliament,  there  were  no  other  means  to  extin- 
guifli  it,  except  Englifli  forces  and  money,  which 
could  be  only  levied  by  the  authority  of  the 
Englifli  Commons.  The  other,  that  the  Irifli 
parliament  was  an  engine,  entirely  worked  and 
directed  by  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  his 
fecretary,  who  were  Tools  of  the  Englifli  miniftry, 
and  which  minifty  was  accountable  to,  and  con- 
troulable  by,  the  Englifli  Houfe  of  Commons. 
The  laft  of  thefe  principles,  if  admitted,  would 
at  once  deftroy  all  idea  of  independent  legiflation 
in  Ireland  :  but  it  is  fo  notorioufly  falfe  that  no 
arguments  are  neceflary  to  confute  it.  The  firft 
principle  is  alfo  generally  falfe,  as  there  is  force 
fufHcient  in  Ireland  of  loyal  Irifli  fubjecls,  to  quell 
any  rebellion  which  may  blaze  forth  from  the 
fuel  furnifhed  by  you  and  your  party  ;  but  were 
it  neceflary,  in  cafe  of  an  Irifh  rebellion,  to  obtain 
afliftance  in  men  and  money  from  England,  the 
furnifliing  fuch  afliftance  would  give  no  more 
right  to  the  Englifli  Houfe  of  Commons  to  legif- 
late  for  Ireland,  than  the  furnifliing  of  fimilarj 
afliftance  by  Ireland  to  quell  a  rebellion  in  Bri- 
tain, would  give  to  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  legiflate  for  Britain  ;  and  the  libel  ftated,  that 
Mr.  Fox  had  made  a  motion  in  the  Englifli  Houfe 
of  Commons,  for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty  to 
change  his  minifters  in  Ireland,  which  he  prefac- 
ed with  this  fpeech,  and  that  the  whole  oppofi- 
tion  party  had  fupported  this  motion,  which 

however 


C  ) 

however  was  rejected  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of 

Commons,  by  a  great  majority. 

When  this  libel  was  publifhed,  fome  members 
of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  one  of  whom 
I  was,  thought  it  proper  to  (lamp  it  with  fome 
fignal  mark  of  difgrac| ;  it  contain  J  fo  many  acri-*^ 
nionious  falfchoods  refpecting  the  government, 
parliament,  and  Proteftants  of  Ireland ;  and  urg- 
ed a  doctrine  fo  definitive  of  the  very  idea  of 
independent  Irifh  legiflation,  or  as  you  ftile  it  in 
your  addrefs,  felf-legiflation,  thac  we  thought  it 
merited  the  utmoft  reprobation  ;  and  with  that 
view,  I  produced  the  libel,  as  publifhed  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  an  Englifh  newfpaper,  in  the 
Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons:  I  expofed  its  malignity 
and  falfehood  ;  and  moved  that  it  fhould  be  read 
by  the  clerk  at  the  table  ;  which  motion  I  intend- 
ed to  have  followed  with  two  others,  one  for  a 
vote  of  the  houfe,  declaring  it  a  falfe,  fcandalous 
and  malicious  libel  on  the  Irifh  nation  and  parlia- 
ment, and  particularly  on  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  another,  for  a  vote  Condemning  it  to 
be  burned  by  the  common  hangman  at  the  door 
of  the  houfe.  But  the  houfe  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  motion,  faid  to  have  been  prefaced  by 
this  libel  having  been  rejected  by  the  Britifh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  they  were  not  called  upon  to  take 
any  notice  of  it,  as  the  doctrines  contained  in  it, 
were  fufficiently  reprobated  by  fuch  rejection; 
and  my  firft  motion  was  loft  by  a  previous  quef- 
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{Hon  which  put  an  end  to  the  bufinefs.  On  this 
occafion  you  defended  the  libel,  and  its  doctrines, 
with  the  utmoft  violence  of  voice,  expreflion  and 
gefture  :  you  roundly  afferted  the  propriety  of 
appeals  from  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  the 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  you  attempted 
to  vindicate  and  fupport  many  of  the  falfehoods 
and  mifreprefentations  contained  in  it :  you  were 
fo  tranfported  with  rage  at  what  you  confidered 
an  attack  on  your  jacobin  mafters  in  England, 
that  you  became  afef  quite  unintelligible,  and 
as  moft  of  the  falfehoods  and  mifreprefentations 
contained  in  it  are  repeated  in  your  prefent  ad- 
drefs,  it  is  not  difficult  to  trace  this  libel  on  the 
Irifli  government,  nation  and  parliament,  to  its 
true  fource  ;  it  is  certain,  if  fuch  fpeech  was  ac- 
tually fpoken  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  the  materials  muft  have  been  furniftied  by 
you,  and  that  the  falfehoods  contained  in  it,  are 
not  imputable  to  the  Speaker,  though  his  ex- 
treme credulity,  in  taking  fo  readily  upon  truft 
the  unfupported  afTertions  of  a  defperate,  dif- 
appointed,  dogmatick,  political  railer,  is  juftly 
blameable. 

And  now,  fir,  fee  how  the  account  of  political 
integrity  and  confiltency  (lands  with  you.  You 
received  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  averting  the 
independence  of  the  Irifh  Legiilature  on  that  of 
Britain :  you  immediately  afterwards  oppofed 
the  neceflity  of  renunciation  of  the  power  of 

L  legiflating 
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legiflating  for  Ireland  on  the  part  of  Britain,  the 
only  meafure  which  could  annihilate  fuch  power 
and  eftablifh  and  fecure  the  independence  of  Irifli 
fegiflation.    In  your  prefent  addrefs  you  preach 
up  the  doctrine  of  the  neceflity  of  felf-legiflation, 
as  you  have  often  done  before ;  yet  in  the  very 
laft  feflion  of  parliament,  you  maintained  with  all 
your  power,  and  with  the  utmoft  violence,  the 
juftice  and  propriety  of  the  Englifh  Houfe  of 
Commons  interfering  in  matters  of  internal  le- 
giflation  in  Ireland,  and  dictating  to  the  Irifli 
parliament  what  meafures  they  mould  purfue,  and 
what  laws  they  mould  enact,  and  that  if  the  Irifli. 
parliament  mould  decline,  even  unanimoufly,  the 
adoption  of  fuch  meafures,  and  enaction  of  fuch 
laws,  it  was  fit  and  proper  that  the  Englifti 
Houfe  of  Commons  mould  exercife  an  appellato- 
ry  jurisdiction  over  the  decifions  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  reverfe  them  at  their  plea- 
fure,  and  take  proper  fteps  to  compel  them  to 
adopt  meafures  directly  contrary  to  fuch  decifi- 
ons.   Such  has  been  in  the  laft  feflion  your  fup- 
port  of  the  doctrine  of  felf-legiflation  !  your  con- 
duct on  thefe  occafions  puts  me  in  mind  of  that 
of  a  party  in  the  Irifli  commons  in  the  year 
1640,  compofed  of  Romanifts  and  Puritans,  the 
conftituent  parts  of  the  faction  of  which  you  at 
prefent  affume  the  ftation  of  leader.    Such  party 
prevailed  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland, 
fo  far  to  betray  their  own  independence,  as  to 
fend  a  petition  by  two  agents,  Mr.  Bellew  and 

Mr. 
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fore  in  the  prefent  political  fituation  of  Europe, 
it  is  politick  in  the  governors  of  the  Britifh  Em- 
pire to  transfer  the  powers  of  the  ftate  in  Ireland, 
a  kingdom  dependant  upon  the  imperial  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  from  the  Irifh  Proteftants,  at- 
tached Ioyalifts  and  faithful  fubjecls,  to  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts, all  republicans,  and  ready  to  follow  the 
example  of  revolted  America.  You  indeed  mark 
the  alteration  in  the  fentiments  and  principles  of 
Romanics,  which  you  afiert  to  have  happened, 
thus,  "  with  the  Irifh  Catholics  of  the  year  1792 
"  the  influence  of  Pope,  Prieft  and  Pretender,  is 
"  at  an  end,"  infinuating  that  the  impofition  of 
exclufive  tefls  on  Irifh  Romanifts,  arofe  from  fuch 
influence,  which  rendered  them  inimical  to  the 
prefent  eftablifhment  in  church  and  ftate ;  the 
firft  part  of  your  aflertion  is  eafily  proved  not  to 
be  fact,  to  wit,  that  the  influence  of  the  Pope  and 
Prieft  over  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  is  at  an  end  ;  the 
fecond  I  admit  to  be  true  ;  but  the  influence  of  a 
principle  full  as  hoftile  to  the  conftitution  has 
fucceeded,  to  wit,  the  influence  of  pure  demo- 
cratick  republicanifm.  That  the  Irifh  Romanifts, 
whom  you  call  the  popular  and  energetick  part  of 
them,  (with  which  Irifh  Romanifts  alone  you  are 
connected,  and  whofe  fentiments  and  opinions 
you  conftantly  obtrude  on  the  publick,  as  thofe 
of  the  whole  body  of  Irifh  Romanifts)  are  ftaunch 
republicans,  and  feparatifts  from  Great  Britain, 
has  been  frequently  acknowledged  and  avowed  by 
them,  in  a  great  variety  of  publications  ;  amongfl 
others  by  the  laboured  account  of  their  proceed- 
ings, 
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ings,  fpeechcs  and  refolutions,  when  affembled 
at  the  Romifh  Chapel  in  Francis-ftreet,  on  the 
9th  of  April,  1795,  as  I  have  before  mentioned. 
Separation  from  Britain  is  a  difavowal  of  all  alle- 
giance to  his  majefty,  and  as  there  is  now  no 
Pretender,  the  Stewart  line  being  extinct,  and  as 
the  afliftance  of  the  French  republic  is  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  effecting  a  feparation,  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  republican  form  of  government  in  Ire- 
land, muft  be  the  natural  confequence  of  fuch  fe- 
paration. Ever  fince  the  decline  of  the  Spanifh 
monarchy,  the  Irifh  Romanifts  have  looked  to 
the  French,  as  the  only  nation  which  could  ena- 
ble them  to  feparate  themfelves  from  Britain,  and 
to  eftablifh  an  independent  government :  they  at- 
tached themfelves  to  the  houfe  of  Stewart,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  merely  becaufe  the  French 
monarch  favoured  that  houfe ;  and  they  hoped 
by  the  intereft  of  the  Stewart  race,  with  the  mo- 
narch of  France,  to  procure  from  France  aids  fuf- 
ficient  to  effect  their  only  purpofe,  feparation ; 
they  were  then  obliged  from  interested  motives 
only,  to  affect  an  attachment  to  monarchy ;  but 
the  Stewart  race  being  extinct:,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  France  changed  to  a  republick,  the  Irifli 
Romanifts  immediately  adopted  republican  prin- 
ciples, (I  mean  here  only  thofe  you  ftile  the  popu- 
lar and  energeiick  part  of  them)  as  moft  agreeable 
to  the  ruling  powers  in  France,  who  on  that  ac- 
count would  be  more  ready  to  aflift  them  ;  and 
feparation  from  Britain  being  their  only  object, 

they 
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they  were  ready  to  embrace  republicanism,  the 
moment  it  appeared  to  them  to  conduce  to  the 
attainment  of  that  object.     The  abfurd  argu- 
ment which  I  have  often  heard  advanced  in  fa- 
vour of  the  claims  of  Irifli  Romanifts  to  political 
power  in  our  ftate  that  the  Romijh  religion  attaches 
thofe  of  its  communion  to  a  monarchical  government 
has  been  fufficiently  refuted  of  late  by  their  own 
writers  ;  they  perhaps  were  afraid  that  fuch  argu- 
ments would  do  them  mifchief  with  the  prefent 
ruling  powers  in  France,  and  delay  or  impede 
fuccours  from  that  country,  for  effecting  a  fepa- 
ration,  they  therefore  took  fome  pains  to  prove 
that  the  Romifh  religion  fuited  a  republic  full  as 
well  as  a  monarchy.    Some  Romifh  Priefts,  very 
eminent  in  their  ftations  amongft  perfons  of  that 
communion,  have  taken  care  to  diftinguifh  them- 
felves  on  this  topick.     Their  Titular  Bifhops,  Romifh 
under  the  pretence  of  publifhing  paftoral  letters,  3^^^  jn 
have  publifhed  pamphlets  highly  inflammatory  Ireland 
and  feditious,  particularly  a  man  of  the  name  ^eedp^eb" 
of  Huffey,  who  has  informed  us  in  his  pam-  ditious  H- 
phlet  publifhed  in  January  1707,  that  he  hadbe,s»  un\ 

I  1  •      j   u-jl  c  ttt       c  jdertheti- 

been  recently  appointed  bilnop  or  W aterford  tje  0f  paf. 

by  the  Pope.    This  man,  a  native  of  Ireland,  toral  ,et- 

but  educated  in  fome  Spanifli  feminary  or  con-  ticularly^ 

vent,  was  brought  back  to  this  kingdom  by  earl one  H^f- 

Fitzwilliam,  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  placing  mfmPrLft 

him  at  the  head,  of  a  feminary,  to  be  eftablifhed  imported 

here  for  the  education  of  Romifh  priefts :  this  j"^  Jy" 

defign  has  been  fince  the  recall  of  earl  Fitzwil-  Earl  Fitz- 
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liam  carried  into  effect :  and  grants  have  been  ob- 
tained from  parliament  for  that  purpofe  amount- 
ing to  nearly  thirty  fix  thoufand  pounds,  more 
than  half  as  much  of  the  public  money  as  was 
formerly  fquandered  upon  you  ;  and  Mr.  HufTey 
has  been  made  the  prefident  of  this  feminary. 
Notwithftanding  this  man's  obligations  to  go- 
vernment, he  publifhed  a  pamphlet  at  the  time 
before  mentioned,  entitled,  "  a  Paftoral  Letter  to 
<c  the  Catholick  Clergy  of  the  united  diocefes  of 
"  Waterford  and  Lifmore,  by  the  Right  Reve- 
"  rend  Doctor  HufTey."    As  the  great  mafs  of 
Irifh  property  real  and  perfonal  is  in  the  hands 
of  Proteftants,  this  writer  in  the  firft  place  in- 
ferts  this  injunction  to  his  fubordinate  priefls : 
"  Do  not  permit  yourfelves  to  be  made  the  in- 
H  ftruments  of  the  rich  of  this  world,  (i.  e.  the 
"  Proteftants)  who  will  try  by  adulation,  and 
tc  poffibly  by  other  means,  to  make  inflruments 
M  of  you,  over  the  poor  (i.  e.  the  Romanifts) 
"  for  their  own  temporal  purpofes,  and  perhaps 
"  to  render  your  facred  miniftry  odious  to  them. 
<c  The  poor  were  always  your  friends — they  in- 
"  flexibly  adhered  to  you,  and  to  their  religion, 
cc  even  in  the  worft  of  times.    They  fhared  their 
<c  fcanty  meal  with  you  and  with  your  predecef- 
<c  fors ;  and  thereby  preferved  a  fucceflion  of 
cc  fpiritual  paftors  throughout  the  kingdom,  if 
<c  they  had  acted  otherwife,  conformed  to  the 
u  errors  of  the  nation  (i.  e.  the  Proteftant  reli- 
fc  gion)  and  imitated  the  conduct  of  the  rich, 

cc  who 
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<c  who  not  only  (hut  their  doors  again  ft  yon,  but 
¥  not  (infrequently  hunted  you  like  wild  bcq/h,  I 
"  (hould  not  be  able  to  addrefs  the  prefent  re- 
"  fpectable  body  of  clergy,  under  my  fpiritual 
c<  authority."    He  then  proceeds  to  reprobate 
all  Proteftant  places  of  education,  and  particular- 
ly the  charter  fchools  eftablifhed  by  royal  autho- 
rity, where  the  children  of  fuch  Romanifts  as 
pleafe  to  fend  them,  are  educated  and  maintained 
gratis,  in  the  following  words :  "  Remonftrate 
f*  with  any  parent,  who  will  be  fo  criminal  as  to 
"  expofe  his  offspring  to  thofe  places  of  educa- 
"  tion,  where  his  religious  faith  or  morals  are 
cc  likely  to  be  perverted.    If  he  will  not  attend 
u  to  your  remonftrances,  refufe  him  the  partici- 
"  pation  of  Chrift's  body  :  if  he  mould  Hill  con- 
"  tinue  obftinate,  denounce  him  to  the  church, 
"  (i.  e.  excommunicate  him)  in  order  that  ac- 
"  cording  to  Chrift's  commandment,  he  be  con- 
<£  fidered  as  a  heathen  and  publican.5'  After 
thus,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  cutting  off  all 
friendly  intercourfe  between  Irifhmen  of  different 
religious  perfuafions,  and  drawing  as  ftrong  a 
line  of  feparation  between  them  as  he  poflibly 
could,  Mr.  Huffey  proceeds  thus:  "  If  in  any  of 
u  your  diftricfs,  the  Catholick  miiitary  frequent 
"  Proteftant  places  of  worfhip,  it  is  your  duty 
f*  to  expoftulate  with  them,  and  to  teach  them 
"  how  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  Catholick 
<c  faith  it  is,  exteriorly  to  profefs  one  faith  and 
cc  interiorly  to  believe  another :  an  Irifli  foldier, 

"  ought 
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"  ought  not  to'be  afhamed  of  openly  profefling  the 
"  Catholick  religion — the  religion  of  Iri/hmen,  (in 
M  Italicks)  inftrucr.  them,  that  in  all  matters  re- 
"  garding  the  fervice  of  the  king,  their  officers 
"  are  competent  to  command  them,  and  that 
*s  they  are  bound  to  obey  ;  but  in  matters  re- 
"  garding  the  fervice  of  the  King  of  kings,  their 
tc  °jfficers  have  no  authority  over  them.    The  many 
"  compulfory  means  lately  employed,  (and  feve- 
<c  ral  inftances  of  them  within  this  very  diocefe, 
"  (not  many  days  fince)  to  drive  the  Catholick 
"  military  to  Proteftant  places  of  worfhip,  alarm- 
"  ed  the  true  (in  Italicks)  friends  to  the  king 
"  and  his  fervice,  and  every  wellwifher  to  the 
<c  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country.    Such  unwar- 
<c  rantable  fteps  could  not  make  profelytes  of  the 
"  Catholick  military — it  might,  in  time,  mak 
"  them  indifferent  to  all  forms  of  worfhip,  an 
"  thereby  jacobinize  them  on  the  French  fcale, 
cc  and  perhaps  in  the  hour  of  danger,  indue 
"  them  to  forget  their  duty,  and  their  loyalty 
"  in  order  to  be  revenged  of  their  perfecutors"  Th 
dangerous  and  malignant  tendency  of  this  laft 
paffage  cannot  be  fully  explained,  without  ad- 
verting to  a  few  facts.    It  is  a  practice  with  the 
military  in  Ireland,  when  quartered  in  towns  in 
which  there  are  churches,  to  call  forth  the  fol- 
diers,  on  the  fabbath  day  on  the  parade,  and  to 
march  them  to  the  church  ;  when  at  the  church 
door,  fuch  of  them  as  are  Proteftants  enter  and 
attend  divine  fervice  ;  the  reft  are  difmifled,  ge- 
nerally 
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nerally  with  an  admonition  to  repair  to  their  re- 
fpedive  places  of  worfhip  :  and  no  Romilh  fol- 
dier  is  ever  ordered  or  compelled  to  enter  a  Pro- 
tectant church,  and  attend  during  the  celebration 
of  div  ine  fervice.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Hy- 
land,  a  private  foldier  in  a  regiment  of  dragoons, 
refufed  to  attend  the  parade  of  his  regiment  on 
a  Sunday  morning,  alledging  that  he  was  a  Ro- 
man Catholick,  and  that  he  would  not  march 
with  the  regiment  to  the  church  door ;  he  was 
told,  that  his  marching  with  his  regiment  to  the 
church  door  from  the  parade,  was  a  military 
duty,  with  which  he  was  bound  to  comply,  and 
that  he  had  full  liberty  to  depart  from  the  church 
door,  and  go  to  a  Romifh  chapel,  or  where  elfe 
he  pleafed  ;  this  did  not  content  him,  he  perfifted 
in  his  refufal  to  obey  his  officer,  he  was  tried  by 
a  court-martial,  condemned  to  be  whipped,  and 
being  a  worthlefs  ill  difpofed  fellow,  he  was  af- 
terwards turned  out  of  the  regiment.  Tour  popu- 
lar and  energctick  Romanifts,  about  this  time, 
were  very  active  in  obftructing  the  recruiting  of 
his  majefty's  army  deftined  to  act  againft  their 
friends  the  French,  and  with  that  view,  they 
framed  a  lying  ftory  from  this  tranfaction  re- 
fpecting  Hyland,  and  publifned  in  all  their  fcan- 
dalous  prints,  that  Hyland,  a  Romifli  foldier,  had 
been  cruelly  whipped,  for  refuting  to  attend  the 
celebration  of  divine  fervice  in  a  Proteftant 
church.  The  calumny  was  recited  in  the  fpeech 
of  M'Nevin,  on  the  9th  of  April  1795  at  Francis- 

ftreet 
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flreet  chapel;  however  this  ftory  might  have 
operated  on  the  bulk  of  the  lower  order  of  Ro- 
manifts,  and  prevented  their  enlifting  in  his  ma- 
jefty's  fervice,  it  ought  not  tohave  had  any  opera- 
tion on  Mr.  Hurley,  for  he  knew  from  his  own 
experience,  that  Romifli  foldiers  were  not  com- 
pelled to  attend  the  celebration  of  divine  fervice 
in  Proteftant  churches,  and  were  not  prevented 
from  attending  it  in  chapels  frequented  by  thofe 
of  their  own  communion.    He  afferted  that  he 
had  a  commirlion  from  the  Pope  to  act  as  chief 
almoner  or  chaplain  to  all  the  Romifh  military  in 
Ireland  :  and  the  government  of  the  country  in- 
dulged him  in  the  liberty  of  vifiting  at  his  plea- 
fure,  the  camp  at  Lehaunftown  near  Dublin,  in 
which  feveral  regiments  were  quartered,  moftly 
militia,  many  of  the  private  foldiers  of  which 
were  Romanifts,  here  he  was  permitted  freely  to 
exercife  his  functions  as  a  Romifh  prieft,  fre- 
quently celebrating  mafs,  and  preaching,  with- 
out any  interruption   in  the  camp,  although 
there  were  three  Romifh  chapels  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood,  to  which  the  Romifli  foldiery  had 
free  accefs  on  every  neceflary  occafion,  yet  this 
man,  to  give  fome  colour  to  his  publication  of 
this  incendiary  pamphlet  under  the  title  of  a 
paftoral  letter,  Mates  that  there  were  feveral  in- 
ftances  within  the  diocefe   of  Waterford,  not 
many  days  before  his  publication,  of  compulfory 
means  being  ufed  to  drive  the  Catholick  military 
to  Proteftant  places  of  worfhip ;   though  be- 
ing 


(    '57  ) 

ing  urged  to  mention  thefe  inftances,  he  could 
not  produce  one.  The  county  Fermanagh  regi- 
ment of  militia,  when  this  pretended  paftoral 
letter  was  publifhed  in  Waterford,  was  quar- 
tered in  that  city.  The  commanding  officer 
was  informed,  that  Mr.  Hufley  had  faid,  that 
thefe  inftances  of  compulfion  had  ha-ppened  in 
that  regiment :  the  Romifh  foldiers  in  the  re- 
giment were  very  few ;  and  he  ordered  im- 
mediate enquiry  to  be  made,  whether  any  fuch 
compulfion  had  been  practifed  on  any  foldier  in 
the  regiment,  and  being  anfwered  in  the  nega- 
tive, he  and  his  officers  wrote  a  very  civil  card  to 
Mr.  Hufley,  then  in  Waterford,  requefting  that 
he  would  let  them  know,  whether  in  his  letter, 
he  alluded  to  any  occurrence,  which  he  might 
have  heard,  had  happened  in  the  Fermanagh  re- 
giment, alluring  him  at  the  fame  time  that  no 
compulfory  means  had  been  employed,  to  drive 
any  Romifh  foldier  in  that  regiment,  to  a  Prote- 
ftant  place  of  worfhip  :  to  this  card  Mr.  Hufley 
never  condefcended  to  write  an  anfwer  :  and 
the  officers  of  the  regiment,  after  waiting  fome 
time  for  an  anfwer,  publifhed  their  card  in  the 
daily  newfpapers.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  Hufley 
declined  any  anfwer,  perfectly  confcious  that  he 
had  publifhed  a  falfehood  refpecling  the  military, 
and  being  unwilling  to  acknowledge  it,  and  apo- 
logize for  it,  even  on  the  fcore  of  mifinformati- 
on,  becaufe  fuch  acknowledgment  would  defeat 
the  end  for  which  he  had  invented  it,  to  wit,  to 

*  awake 
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awake  and  encourage  difcontent  among  the  fol- 
diery,  and  difinclination  to  the  fervice.    If  Mr. 
Huffey  in  ftatjng  that  compulfory  methods  had 
been  employed  to  drive  Catholic  military  to  Pro- 
teftant  places  of  worfhip  meant,  that  the  Romiih 
foldiers  were  obliged  to  attend  on  the  parades  on 
Sunday  mornings,  and  from  thence  march  to  the 
doors  of  Proteftant  churches  with  their  Prote- 
ftant fellow  foldiers,  the  performance  of  fuch  mi- 
litary duty  no  way  interfered  with  their  religious 
perfualion,  as  they  were  not  obliged  to  enter  the 
church,  and  attend  the  celebration  of  divine  fer- 
vice within  it,  but  were  always  difmiffed  at  the 
door  -r  and  Mr.  Huffey  could  in  fuch  proceedings 
find  no  caufe  of  complaint.    It  is  plain  then,  when 
he  complains  of  force  being  employed  to  drive 
the  Catholic  military  to  Proteftant  places  of  wor- 
fhip, he  meant  that  the  Romifli  foldiers  were 
forced  to  attend  at  the  celebration  of  divine  fer- 
vice in  Proteftant  Churches,  which  as  I  before 
obferved  is  a  direct  fafehood. 

Mr.  Huffey  then  proceeds  to  clear  the  Irifh 
Romanics  from  the  imputation  of  being  roya- 
lifts,  which  he  confiders  a  groundlefs  calumny 
on  that  body  of  people:  he  even  aims  at  eloquence 
on  this  topick,  «and  thus  declaims  :  "  As  the  Ca- 
"  tholic  faith  is  a  religion  preached  to  all  nati- 
"  ons,  and  to  all  people  ;  fo  it  is  fuitable  to  ail 
<f  climes,  and  all  forms  of  government — monar- 
"  chies  or   republicks — ariftocracies  or  demo- 

"  cracies, 
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«  eracies,  defpotick  or  popular  governments  are 
t€  not  the  concerns  of  the  Catholick  faith.  It 
c<  may  well  fuit  a  fmall  feci:  (meaning  the  Prote- 
"  ftant  religion)  to  regulate  its  creed  and  form 
"  of  worfhip,  according  to  the  fliape  or  form  of 
"  government,  of  the  limited  boundaries  where 
"  that  feci:  arofe,  exifts,  and  dies  away.  Not  fo 
"  the  religion,  which  the  prophet  foretold  mould 
i£  extend  from  the  rifing,  to  the  fetting,  fun,  it 
"  is  therefore  called  the  Catholick  or  univerfal 
"  religion."  But  Mr.  Huffey  does  not  clofe  his 
paftoral  inftruclions  here,  he  endeavours,  with 
all  his  powers,  to  inflame  the  Irifh  Romanifts 
againft  their  Proteftant  countrymen  by  a  pichire 
of  the  condition  of  Irifh  Romanifts  whilft  the 
Popery  laws  were  in  force,  blazoned  and  embel- 
ifhed  with  the  boldeft  ftrokes  and  mod  glaring 
colours  of  falfehood  and  malice,  and  fubfcribed 
3y  a  menace,  of  fo  infolent  and  daring  a  nature, 
that  I  cannot  help  exclaiming  with  the  Roman 
poet, 

Quid  facient  domini  audent  aim  talia  fures  ! 

When  paflor  Hujfey  and  his  flock  of  united 
\IriJhmen9  with  fuch  menaces  already  in  their 
\mouthsy  Jhall  become  our  majlers,  what  are  we 
to  expecl !  Thus  proceeds  this  Romijh  priefi 
rampant :  "  If  the  conduct  of  the  Catholic  laity 
has  always  been  loyal  and  peaceable,  even  in  the 
"  worfl;  of  times,— if  even  when  religious  pe- 

"  nalties 
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€C  nalties  made  them  total  ftrangers  in  their  na- 
"  tive  land — if  when  the  ruling  party  (that  is, 
"  the  proteftants)  with  infolence  in  their  looks, 
"  and  oppreffion  in  their  hands,  ground  them 
"  down — when  fome  of  the  moft  powerful  men 
"  in  the  nation  declared  in  the  fenate,  that  they 
"  hoped  to  fee  the  day  when  no  Catholick  would 
"  dare  to  fpeak  to  aproteftant  with  his  hat  on — 
"  when  even  the  courfe  of  juftice  was  pervert- 
f*  ed,  and  the  channel  of  it  dried  up,  according 
cc  to  the  prejudices  and  party  views  of  the  judges 
<c  who  fat  upon  the  bench,  and  were  paid  for  the 
"  impartial  adminiftration  of  it,  by  taxes  levied 
6C  on  the  opprefled  fuflerers."    And  then  after 
ftating  that  fome  of  thefe  Popery  laws  had  been 
lately  repealed,  he  continues,  "  That  however  a 
cc  junto  (in  large  letters)  for  their  own  interefled 
"  or  their  finifter  views,  may  raife  mobs  to  try 
cc  to  throw  obftacles  againft  the  total  repeal  of 
f*  them,  yet  all  their  efforts  mud  be  ufelefs— 
6i  the  vqft  rock  is  already  detached  from  the  moun* 
tc  tains  brow,  and  whoever  Jhall  oppofe  its  defcent 
"  and  removal,  mufl  be  crujhed  by  his  own  rafh  ended- 
u  vours"    And  he  does  not  conclude  this  ma- 
lignant inflammatory  libel,  without  overftepping 
all  bounds  of  truth,  in  the  moft  notorious  man- 
ner to  encourage  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  already 
goaded  by  recitals  of  invented,  aggravated,  and 
magnified  oppreflions,  to  revolt,  by  multiplying 
their  relative  number  to  that  of  Proteftants,  and 
ftating,  "  That  nine  tenths  of  the  nation  at  large, 

«  and 
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"  and  ninety  nine  hundredths  of  the  dioceffes  of 
"  Waterford  and  Lifmore,  are  ftill  faithful  and 
"  fteady  Catholicks,  notwithftanding  what  they 
"  and  their  anceftors  fufFered  for  their  fidelity, 
"  and  for  which  they  are  as  unrivalled  in  the 
"  hiftory  of  the  church,  as  infulated  an  excepti- 
"  on  to  the  prevaricating  verfatility  of  man,  as 
€C  the  geographical  Jituation  of  the  ijland  it/elf  is  to  the 
"  reft  of  the  world" 

The  reflections  thrown  out  in  this  perfor- 
mance againft  the  proteftant  anceftors  of  the  pre- 
fent  race  of  Irifli  Proteftants,  for  enacting  that 
code  of  laws  ililed  Popery  laws — againft  the 
laws  themfelves — and  againft  the  judges  who 
adminiftered  them,  require  fome  obfervations  ; 
as  well  as  the  affertion  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Romifli  laity  t  of  Ireland  has  been  always  loyal 
and  peaceable,  even  in  the  worft  of  times ;  I  have 
already  obferved  that  the  fuperficial  contents  of 
Britain  bear  to  thofe  of  Ireland  the  proportion  of 
three  and  a  half  to  one.  Britain  altogether  is  cer- 
tainly better  peopled  in  proportion  than  Ireland, 
but  fuppofing  it  equally  peopled,  its  population 
muft  be  to  that  of  Ireland  in  the  proportion  of 
feven  to  two.  The  Romanifts  in  Britain  do  not 
amount  to  a  two  hundredth  part  of  its  inhabitants: 
in  eftimating  the  relative  numbers  of  inhabitants 
they  are  of  no  account :  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ire 
land  not  more  than  two  thirds  areRomanifts,  as  has 
been  often  fully  proved,  the  reft  are  Proteftants. 

M  So 
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So  that  in  the  population  of  the  Britifh  Empire 
in  Europe,  the  proteftants  are  to  the  Romanifts, 
in  the  proportion  of  about  twenty  three  to  four, 
or  nearly  fix  to  one,  which  is  the  fair  way  of 
counting  the  relative  numbers  of  different  religi- 
ous perfuafions  in  a  great  empire,  from  which  to 
draw  conclufions  of  the  propriety  of  political  pre- 
dominancy of  one  over  the  other  :  and  not  from 
partial  calculations  of  the  numbers  in  particu- 
lar diftricts  of  that  empire,  the  fophiftical  me- 
thod of  argument  adopted  by  you,  fir,  and  your 
affociates,  when  you  urge  the  propriety  of  Ro- 
mifh  predominancy  in  Ireland,  and  of  abolifliing 
the  Proteftant  eftablifhment. 

The  Irifh  Romanifts  in  four  defperate  and  ge- 
neral rebellions,  againft  their  fovereign,  each  at- 
tended by  the  defolation  of  the  kingdom,  at- 
tempted to  eftablifh  the  Romifh  religion  in  Ire- 
land, and  a  government  feparated  from,  and  in- 
dependent on  Britain  ;  to  wit,  Defmond's,  Ty- 
rone's, Sir  Phelim  O'Neil's,  and  that  which  end- 
ed in  the  year  1 69 1 .  In  all  thefe  they  were  fub- 
dued  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  Proteftant  fub- 
jecte  of  the  Empire,  Englifh,  Scotch  and  Irifh. 
Such  has  been  the  loyalty  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts, 
aflerted  by  Mr.  Hufley  to  have  always  continued, 
even  in  the  worft  of  times  ;  it  feems  loyalty  and 
rebellion  are  fynonymous  terms  in  his  vocabulary. 
After  theclofe  of  the  laft  rebellion  in  1691,  very 
great  numbers  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  having  en- 
tered 
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tefed  into  the  fervice  of  the  French  nation,  theri, 
and  ever  fince,  hoftile  to  the  Britifh  Empire ;  the 
Proteftants  of  the  Empire,  harrafled  by  fo  many- 
rebellions  of  the  Irifh  Romanics,  which  fprouted 
out  in  fucceflion  like  Hydra's  heads,  and  perceiv- 
ing that  the  body  of  Irifh  Romanifts  in  the  fer- 
vice of  France,  was  conftantly  recruited  from  Ire- 
land, and  that  their  hoftile  difpofition  to  the  Pro- 
teftants had  by  no  means  ceafed,  but  would  in- 
fallibly excite  them  to  a  new  rebellion,  as  foon  as 
their  recruited  ftrength,  like  the  renovated  locks 
of  Sampfon,  and  the  encreafing  power  of  the 
French  monarchy,  could  infpire  them  with  any 
hopes  of  fuccefs ;  found  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures,  and  enact  fuch  laws,  as 
feemed  beft  calculated  to  prevent  the  repetition  of 
fuch  convullions,  which  had  been  before  fatal  to 
multitudes  of  Irifh  fubjects,  Romanifts  as  well  as 
Proteftants,  and  highly  calamitous  to  all ;  from 
fuch  confiderations  fprung  the  popery  laws,  they 
were  founded  on  neceflity  and  reafon,  and  no- 
thing can  demonftrate  the  wifdom  and  expedien- 
cy of  them  fo  much,  as  that  whilft  they  remained 
part  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  the  Romanifts  refi- 
dent  in  Ireland,  if  not  loyal  in  fentiment,  were 
paliively  loyal,  and  remained  perfectly  quiet ;  be- 
caufe  they  dared  not  be  otherwife ;  during  that 
period,  we  never  heard  of  unlawful  Romifti  con- 
ventions, nor  of  traitorous  fpeeches  made  at  un„ 
lawful  aflemblies  in  Romifti  Chapels ;  we  never 
heard  of  a  Romifh  banditti  filled  United  Irijhmen> 
M  z  nor 
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nor  of  their  nightly  aflallinations  and  depredati- 
ons ;  all  thefe  are  the  bleffed  fruits  of  the  repeal 
of  that  code,  as  are  the  inflammatory,  menacing, 
and  ranting  harangues  and  publications  of  you, 
fir,  of  your  colleague  Tone,  and  of  the  Romifh 
Prieft  Huffey,  the  chaplain  and  emiflary  of  the 
Marquis  Del  Campo,  who  whilft  employed  in  the 
Tionourable  office  of  Spanifh  embaflador  in  Eng- 
land, acled  the  diftionourable  part  of  a  fpy  to  the 
French  Jacobins  then  at  war  with  the  Britiih  Em- 
pire. This  Prieft  is  the  precious  importation  of 
Earl Fitzwilliam,  whofe  Prime  Minifter  you  were; 
it  is  pretty  plain  that  you  are  well  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Hufley,  for  your  fentiments  in  your  ad- 
drefs,  correfpond  exactly  with  his,  in  his  paftoral ; 
you  have  even  imitated  his  ftile  ;  the  fame  paufes, 
the  fame  interjections,  and  the  fame  dogmatick 
fentences  ;  nay  you  have  gone  farther  :  as  he  in- 
terlarded his  performance  with  quotations  from 
fcripture,  and  ornamented  it  with  all  the  canting 
hypocritical  garb  of  the  Cromwellian  fanaticks, 
fo  you  have  condefcended  to  infert  in  your  ad- 
drefs  allulions  to  the  facred  writings,  nay  to  ho- 
nour them  with  the  title  of  holy  writ.  I  advife 
you,  fir,  to  take  care — be  more  on  your  guard — 
perhaps  fome  of  your  {launched  adherents  may 
fufpecl  you  of  Chriftianity,  and  begin  to  think, 
that  you  are  not  fo  found  a  French  philofopher, 
as  you  have  heretofore  profelfed  to  be.  Such  opi- 
nion, fir,  would  injure  your  reputation  of  fincerity 
with  your  affociates  in  the  caufe  in  which  you  are 

embarked : 
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embarked:  what  would  your  colleague  Tone 
fay  ?  I  certainly,  fir,  entertain  no  fuch  fufpicion  of 
you,  however,  I  give  you  this  hint,  fas  eft  et  ah 
ho/ie  doceru  I  will  fo-far  humble  myfelf,  fir,  in 
your  opinion,  as  to  confefs  that  I  am  a  fincere 
chriftian  in  theory;  l  am  one  of  thofe  perfons, 
whom  you  ridicule  in  your  .addrefs,  under  the 
name  of  Dreamers  ;  whofe  underftandings  are  at 
a  ftand,  and  whofe  principles  of  civil  government, 
loyalty,  and  religion,  being  long  fince  rooted  in 
that  ftationary  underftanding,  are  by  no  means 
lhaken  or  influenced  by  the  revolutions  of  America 
or  France.  The  glaring  mifreprefentations  of  the 
bahaviour  of  Irifh  Proteftants  to  their  Romifh 
countrymen,  whilft  fubjecl:  to  the  regimen  of 
popery  laws  ;  and  the  falfe  and  infamous  reflects 
ons  on  the  judges  of  the  land,  flated  in  the  lafl 
paragraphs  I  have  quoted  of  this  pretended  pafto- 
rai  letter,  are  all  calculated  to  revive  old  animofi- 
ties,  and  inflame  the  hatred,  which  the  native 
Irifh  are  known  to  harbour,  againft  all  Englifh- 
men  and  Proteftants ;  and  it  muft  be  confefled 
the  Prieft  is  an  adept  in  the  fcience  of  exafperat- 
ing  aggravation,  and  a  very  proper  and  able  agent 
for  the  Marquis  Del  Campo,  who  now  is,  or 
lately  was,  Spanifh  EmbafTador  at  Paris.  One 
ftroke  of  his  refpecting  the  judges  of  the  land  is 
worthy  of  particular  remark  ;  he  ftates  that  they 
denied  juftice  to  all  Irifh  R.omanifts,  though  they 
were  paid  for  the  impartial  adminiflration  of  it, 
by  taxes  levied  on  the  opprefled  fufierers  ;  by  the 
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calculations  lately  made  relating  to  the  tax  of 
hearth-money,  it  was  computed  that  there  were 
in  Ireland  two  millions  one  hundred  thoufand 
perfons  who  were  fo  poor,  that  they  could  not 
pay  the  hearth-money  tax,  at  leaft  without  the 
greatefl  hardfhip  :  and  that  numbers  of  them  on 
that  account  were  excufed  from  the  payment. 
Thefe  two  millions  one  hundred  thoufand  were 
the  inhabitants  of  wretched  habitations,  called 
cabins,  in  each  of  which  there  was  only  one  fire 
hearth,  and  the  tax  (if  levied)  would  amount  in 
the  year  to  four-pence  per  head  only  ;  of  thefe^ 
nine-tenths  at  leaft  were  Romanifts,  in  fact  they 
were  the  bulk  of  the  Irifti  Romanifts,  and  thefe 
people  were  chargeable  with  no  other  tax  what- 
foever,  and  therefore  their  contribution  to  the 
expences  of  the  ftate,  in  which  are  included  the 
falaries  of  the  judges,  could  have  been  very  little 
indeed!  It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  all  laws 
which  peculiarly  affected  Irifti  Romanifts  in  their 
reftriclions  or  provifions  have  been  repealed,  and 
that  an  Irifti  Romanift  is  now  in  every  refpecr. 
on  an  equality  in  point  of  privilege  with  an  Irifh 
Proteftant,  fave  that  the  teft  required  to  be  taken 
by  all  members  of  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, and  by  about  30  of  the  great  officers  of 
ftate,  excludes  them  from  parliament  and  from 
thefe  offices,  as  they  refufe  to  take  it.  Mr.  Huf- 
fey,  after  dating  that  a  great  part  of  the  popery 
laws,  which  he  ftiles  impolitkk  religious  penalties^ 
are  now  removed,  mentions  that  the  reft,  that 
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is,  the  tefts  are  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  progrefs  to  be 
totally  removed,  that  if  any  body  of  people 
fhall  prefume  to  throw  obftacles  in  the  way 
of  fuch  removal  they  will  be  crufhed  by  their 
own  rafh  endeavours ;  heightening  this  threat 
and  rendering  it  more  terrible,  by  the  fimile  of  a 
monftrous  rock  rolling  down  from  a  precipice 
upon  them,  and  reducing  them  to  atoms  in  a 
moment.  The  perfons  he  fuppofes  may  defign 
to  throw  obftacles  in  the  way,  he  calls  2.junto3 
meaning  the  proteftants  of  Ireland  in  general,  the 
probable  agents  in  creating  obftacles  he  calls  mobs* 
Sir,  the  aflurance  of  this  man  is  very  nearly 
equal  to  your  own.  Surely  the  undaunted 
fpirit  of  political  lying  never  manifefted  itfelf 
more  openly,  than  in  this  prieft,  on  this  occaflom 
Mobs,  fir,  all  perfons,  your  friends  and  enemies, 
know  and  admit  are  the  tools  with  which  you 
and  your  aflbciates  work.  The  bulk  of  mobs, 
though  they  may  be  guided  by  perfons  of  fuperi- 
or  rank,  are  always  the  indigent  and  uninformed 
clafles  of  fociety,  and  Mr.  Hufley  admits,  that 
fuch  clafles  are  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  compofed 
of  Romanifts.  But  the  collections  of  people  whom 
Mr.  Hufley  means  to  reprefent  as  mobs,  are  the 
great  corporations,  and  the  grand  juries  of  the 
feveral  counties,  of  the  kingdom,  all  of  whom 
have  at  different  times  exprefled  their  decided 
opinions  againft,  and  deprecated,  the  repeal  of 
the  parts  of  the  Popery  laws  which  were  abrogat- 
ed in  1793,  anc*  againft  all  further  relaxations  of 
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them;  and  upon  what  found  reafons  they  ground- 
ed their  opinions  may  be  now  feen  by  the  con- 
duct of  you  and  your  affociates.  Mr.  Hulfey 
concludes  with  an  argument  for  the  feparation  of 
this  country  from  the  Britifh  empire,  and  grounds 
it  with  fufficient  artifice,  as  if  it  was  an  obfervati- 
on  en  pajfanti  on  the  geographical  pofition  of 
Ireland,  that  it  is  a  nation  whofe  infulated  fituati- 
on  feparates  it  from  all  the  reft  of  the  world : 
and  that  the  perfevering  difpofition  of  its  natives 
is,  as  diftincl  from  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
reft  of  the  world,  as  its  geographical  fituation  is 
from  the  reft  of  the  earth. 

Thus  has  this  Irifh  Romifti  prieft,  under  the 
mafk  and  title  of  a  palloral  letter,  publifhed  a  li- 
bel, in  which  he  endeavours  with  all  his  power  to 
draw  a  line  of  everlafting  feparation  between 
Irifh  Proteftants  and  Romanics,  and  to  perpetu- 
ate hoftility,  to  exafperate  the  Romanift  againft 
the  proteflant  by  the  molt  rancorous  falfehoods, 
recounting  antiquated  hardfhips,  and  exaggerat- 
ing them  with  the  rnoft  malignant  mifreprefenta- 
tion  ;  as  he  does  aifo  the  relative  numbers  of  the 
Irifh  Romanifts,  to  encourage  infurrection  by 
miscalculated  ftrength :  inventing  oppreffions  of 
the  Romifh  military  in  religious  matters  never 
exercifed  or  thought  of,  except  by  himfelf ;  that 
under  pretence  of  complaint  on  that  head,  he 
might  introduce  the  do&rine  of  mutiny  againft 
their  officer?,  telling  them  that  they  are  not  bound 

to 


(    »*9  ) 

to  obey  their  officers  in  fpiritual  matters,  and  re- 
ferving  to  himfelf,  and  others  of  his  own  kidney, 
the  determination  of  what  mall  be  deemed  fpiri- 
tual matters,  that  is,  the  determination  of,  what 
commands  of  their  officers  lhall  be  obeyed  by  the 
Romifli  foldiers,  andflyly  and  wickedly  fuggefting 
to  the  foldiers,  that  the  proper  opportunity  of  re- 
venge on  their  officers,  is,  the  time  of  action, 
telling  them  they  may  then  revenge  themfeives 
of  their  perfeciitors,  fo  he  ftiles  the  officers,  by 
flaughtering  them  and  deferting  to  the  enemy  : 
indeed,  the  main  drift  of  the  libel  feems  to  be,  to 
induce  the  Romifli  foldiers,  on  the  invalion  of  this 
country,  well  known  to  be  defigned  by  the  ene- 
my, to  cut  the  throats  of  their  officers  and  join 
the  hoftile  battalions.  He  endeavours  infidioufly 
enough  to  preach  up  your  own  doctrine,  and 
that  of  your  colleague,  and  of  your  popular  ener- 
getick  Komani/ls,  that  is,  the  doctrine  of  feparati- 
on  from  Britain  and  the  eftablifliment  of  a  re- 
publick  in  Ireland,  independent  of  Britain,  and 
he  threatens  abfolute  deftru&ion  to  all  Irifli  Pro- 
teftants  who  fhall  prefume  to  impede  the  progrefs 
of  his  meafures,  exactly  in  the  fame  ftrain  with 
your  addrefs,  your  three  pofts  of  fafety,  and  ex- 
ample of  the  difmal  fate  of  American  loyalty ! 
lince  the  Irifh  government  deemed  it  necefiary 
to  eftablifti  a  feminary  in  Ireland  for  the  educati- 
on of  Romifli  priefts,  to  obviate  the  ill  effects  of 
foreign  education,  and  principles  of  foreign  poli- 
tics, 
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tics,  imbibed  by  gentlemen  of  that  perfuafion, 
deftined  for  the  miniftry,  and  to  plant  the  princi- 
ples of  loyalty  to  their  king  in  their  minds  in  the 
place  of  fuch  rank  weeds  of  di  fa  flection,  which 
were  hitherto  fuffered  to  take  root  in  them : 
furely  no  man  on  earth  could  be  found  more  un- 
fit for  the  government  of  fuch  a  feminary  than 
an  Irifh  prieft,  bred  in  Spain,  the  chaplain  and 
emhTary  of  the  Marquis  Del  Campo,  whofe  ma- 
lignant pen  overflows  with  gall  againft  the  Prote- 
ftant  fubje&s  of  the  Britifli  empire ;  how  long 
fuch  a  man  will  be  permitted  to  remain  prefident 
of  this  feminary,  it  refls  with  our  chief  governor 
to  determine*. 

Another 

*  Mr.  HufTey  is  now  removed  from  the  prefidency  of  this 
feminary,  he  was  not  removed  until  the  29th.  of  January  lafl, 
after  this  trad  had  been  written,about  a  year  after  the  publication 
of  his  pafloral  letter,  and  juft  three  days  before  the  truftees  ap- 
pointed vifitors  of  this  feminary  by  act  of  parliament,  all  Roma- 
nics, (except  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  three  chief  judges) 
and  many  of  them  titular  Romifh  Bifhops,  who  in  fact  govern 
the  feminary  (  the  judges  feldom  interfering  ,j  prefented  a  petiti- 
on to  parliament  defiring  a  further  pecuniary  aid  to  their  femina- 
ry of  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  the  publick  money,  which  they  ob- 
tained ;  together  with  an  implied  engagement  from  parliament  to 
grant  them  an  annual  flipend  of  eight  thoufand  pounds.  And 
Mr,  Huffey  was  then  removed  by  them  from  the  prefidency  of 
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Another  very  eminent  RoniilTi  ecclefiaflick,  The  paf- 
of  whom,  it  is  no  compliment  to  fay,  that  he  is  a*^fiet> 
much  more  loyal  fubje£t,  than  the  Salamanca  Dodtor 
Prieft  juft  mentioned,  publiftied  a  paftoral  letter  in  ^YrcrT" 
the  year  1793*  This  letter  alfo  deviates  in  a  great  bifhop  of 
meafure  from  its  title,  and  launches  with  fome  Dublin 
degree  of  temerity  too  far  into  the  ocean  of  po-marks  up- 
liticks.  The  author  of  it,  Doclor  Troy,  the  titu-on  iu 
lar  arch  bifhop  of  Dublin,  is  univerfally  reputed 
a  gentleman  of  great  worth  and  integrity ;  I 
quote  his  work  merely  to  fhew,  that  even  he, 
whom  I  believe  to  be  as  loyal  a  fubjecl  to  his 
fovereign,  as  any  Romanift  can  be  to  a  Prote- 
flant  prince,  and  himfelf  a  fteady  royalift,  takes 
fome  pains  to  prove,  that  Romanifts  have  not, 
as  Romanifts,  any  particular  attachment  to  mo- 
narchy :  he  thus  writes  page,  26,  "  The  ancient 

"  republicks 

this  feminary,  not  for  the  publication  of  this  infamous  libel,  but 
for  non  refidence. 

The  Irifh  Romanifts  were  enabled  by  acl:  of  parliament  to 
found  this  feminary  for  the  exclufive  education  of  Romifh  Priefts 
from  the  fubfcriptions  of  their  own  people  in  1795,  and  in  the 
year  1798  when  they  prefented  their  laft  petition  to  parliament 
for  aid,  no  Romanift  either  in  England  or  Ireland  had  fubfcrib- 
ed  a  penny  towards  the  foundation.  They  have  now  obtained 
from  parliament  thirty  fix  thoufand  pounds,  and  an  engagement  to 
give  them  annually  hereaf ter  eight  thoufand  pounds  for  their  fub- 
fiftence  out  of  the  publick  purfe  in  the  midft  of  a  moft  expenfive 
war. 
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"  rcpublicks  of  Florence,  Pifa  and  Sienna  were 
"  eflablifhed  and  governed  by  Roman  Catho- 
"  licks,  who  {till  continue  to  fupport  thofe  of 
**  Poland,  of  Venice,  of  Genoa,  of  Ragufa,  of 
"  Lucca,  and  of  Marino.  The  Roman  Catho- 
"  licks  form  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the 
"  Helvetick  union,  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  they 
"  have  adopted  a  democratical,  whereas  the  Cal- 
"  vinifl:  and  Zuinglian  cantons,  have  preferred 
"  an  ariftocratical  form  of  government. "  As 
you,  fir,  allege  in  your  addrefs,  that  the  minds  of 
the  Romanifts  have  been,  by  the  American  and 
French  revolutions,  greatly  changed,  and  that  a 
very  marvellous  alteration  has  taken  place  in  their 
opinions ;  it  will  not  be  amifs  here  to  give  you 
forne  further  quotations  from  this  paftoral  epiftle 
of  Doctor  Troy,  publilhed  in  1793,  he  being  then 
and  now  titular  archbifhop  of  Dublin.  In  page 
31,  is  the  following  paflage  :  "  It  is  a  fundamen- 
"  tal  article  of  the  Roman  Catholick  faith,  that 
"  the  pope  or  bifhop  of  Rome,  as  fucceflbr  to 
ss  St.  Peter,  prince  of  the  apoftles,  in  that  fee, 
*c  enjoys  by  divine  right  a  fpiritual  and  ecclefi- 
"  aftical  primacy,  not  only  of  honour  and  rank, 
"  but  of  real  jurifdiftion  and  authority,  in  the  uni- 
*€  verfal  church.  Roman  Catholicks  conceive 
*c  this  point  as  clearly  eftabliflied  in  the  fcrip- 
<c  tures,  and  by  the  conftant  tradition  of  the 
*c  fathers  in  every  age,  as  it  is  by  the  exprefs 
"  decifions  of  their  general  councils,  which  they 
¥  conlider  as  infaiiible  authority  in  points  of 
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*c  do&rine."    The  fame  author,  page  97,  cc  Ca- 
cc  tholicks,  cannot  confcientiouily  abjure  the  ec- 
"  clefiaftical  authority  of  the  bimop  of  Rome. 
<f  He  is  guardian  of  the  general  canons,  and 
"  can    alone    difpenfe     with    them,  propria 
"  jure?  or  by   inherent   right.      Others  en- 
<c  joy  that  power  by  delegation  from  him. 
"  The  erection,  fuppreffion  and  union  of  bi- 
?*  fhopricks,  and  other  particular  benefices;  the 
"  elevation  of  fees  to  the  metropolitical  dig- 
"  nity  and  jurifdiclion  ;  the  inftitution  of  ge- 
"  neral  fafts  and  holidays  ;  difpenfations  from 
"  their  obfervance :  the  regulation  and  infpecli- 
"  on  of  our  liturgy  ;  appeals  from  inferior  eccleji- 
"  aftical  courts  to  his  fupreme  tribunal ;  the  fufpen- 
"  fion  and  reftoration  of  bifhops  ;  and  number- 
<c  lefs  other  particulars  of  our  general  church  difcipline 
"  mentioned  in  the  canons,  depend  on  the  pope, 
€c  as  on  our  ecclefiaftical  fuperior,  and  are  con- 
"  necled  with  his  primacy  of  jurifdiction  in  the 
<c  univerfal  church.    Henry  the  eighth  of  Eng- 
"  land  was  the  firft  chriftian  prince,  that  affumed 
"  ecclefiaftical  fupremacy,  and  commanded  an 
"  enflaved  parliament  to  enact  it  as  a  law  of  the 
"  ftate.    The  Catholicks  confider  it  an  ufurpation." 
A  declaration  of  the  principles  of  Romanifts  hav- 
ing been  publifhed  in  1792,  drawn  up  by  the 
(landing  committee,   your  popular  and  energetic 
Romanifts,  whom  you  reprefent  as  now  free  from 
all  influence  of  pope  and  prieft,  Doctor  Troy 
thus  writes  refpecling  that  declaration  and  the 
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Irifh  laity  of  his  community,  page  102  :  "  The 
<c  declaration  was  refpeflfully  fubmitted  to  the 
<f  confideration  of  the  Catholick  clergy  by  the 
cc  Catholick  committee,  nor  was  it  publifhed, 
"  till  after  the  clergy  of  Dublin  had  generally 
"  approved  and  figned  it,  as  containing  nothing 
"  contrary  to  the  articles  of  Catholick  Faith;  it 
"  was  afterwards  fubfcribed  by  bifhops  and  cler- 
"  gy  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  in  fimilar 
"  terms." 

<c  The  Catholick  Laity  of  Ireland  refpect  their 
u  Clergy,  and  confider  it  a  duty  to  be  regulated 
u  by  their  determinations  in  all  points  of  religi- 
cc  ous  doctrine.  They  are  attached  to  their 
<c  paftors  and  fpiritual  guides,  who  love  them 
"  as  their  children  in  Chrift.  Clergy  and  laity 
"  are  united  by  the  mod  tender  and  interefting 
<c  confiderations.  Every  effort  to  diffolve  this 
"  union  muft  prove  inefFeclual.  Interefl  and 
"  duty  continue  to  render  it  indifToluble.  In 
<c  adverfity  and  profperity,  they  muft  rife  or  fall 
"  together."  I  muft  here,  fir,  remind  you  that 
you  and  your  party  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
1793  produced  this  very  declaration  mentioned 
in  Doctor  Troy's  letter^  and  read  it  in  theHoufe, 
as  a  juftification  of  the  tenets  of  the  Romanifts, 
and  as  an  argument  of  their  being  loyal  fubjecls, 
and  fit  to  be  trufted  with  the  franchifes  to  be  con- 
ferred on  them  by  the  bill  in  their  favour  then 
before  the  Houfe.  And  yet  when  that  very  de- 
claration 
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claration  was  reduced  into  the  form  of  an  oath  £ 
and  it  was  propofed  on  the  debate  of  the  bill, 
that  all  Romanifts  who  mould  take  the  benefit  of 
that  bill,  in  cafe  it  fhould  pafs  into  a  law,  mould 
take  that  oath ;  you,  and  all  the  Romifh  party 
in  the  Houfe  made  ufe  of  every  argument  you 
could  think  of,  and  every  artifice  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  mod  ingenious  chicane  to  fuggeft, 
to  defeat  the  propofal :  in  which  you  would  have 
been  fuccefsful,  had  not  fome  very  leading  inte- 
refts  in  the  Houfe,  who  had  been  cajoled  by  the 
minifter  of  that  day  to  concur  in  this  bill,  taken 
the  alarm  at  this  infamous  duplicity  of  a  party, 
founding  their  pretenfions  on  a  declaration  of 
their  principles  drawn  up  by  themfelves,  and  af- 
terwards declining  to  verify  their  fincerity  in 
thefe  principles  by  an  oath  ;  and  told  the  minifter 
roundly,  that  they  would  vote  againft,  and 
damn,  the  bill,  unlefs  the  oath  was  inferted :  the 
minifter,  with  whom  on  that  occafion  you  and 
your  party  were  acting  in  concert,  informed  you 
of  this  circumftance,  and  you  were  obliged  moft 
reluctantly  to  confent  to  the  infertion  of  the  oath 
in  the  bill,  modified  however,  and  much  reduc- 
ed below  the  ftrength  of  the  declaration.  It  has 
given  me  pain  in  reading  Doclor  Troy's  letter 
to  obferve  to  what  lamentable  and  fophiftical 
cafuiftry,  a  man,  as  he  is,  of  learning  and  good 
underftanding,  and,  (detached  from  extream  bi- 
gotry to  his  feci)  of  great  integrity,  is  reduced,  to 
reconcile  that  part  of  the  declaration,  ftating 

that 
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that  it  was  no  part  of  the  faith  of  a  Romanijl,  that 
the  Pope  was  infallible,  to  the  avowed  doctrine  of 
the  Romifh  church  in  that  point.  In  fhort,  let 
any  honeft  proteftant  of  tolerable  underftanding 
and  learning  read  this  paftoral  letter  of  Doctor 
Troy  attentively  through,  and  let  him  take  it  for 
granted,  as  I  do,  that  he  has  therein  fairly  fet 
forth  and  explained  the  doctrines  of  the  Romifh 
church,  and  it  will  be  impoflible  for  him  not  to 
conclude  and  determine,  that  the  votaries  of  a 
feci,  holding  fuch  doctrines,  are  thereby  com- 
pletely difqualified  from  being  either  legiflators 
or  difpenfers  of  the  law  in  a  proteftant  (late  :  and 
that  it  would  be  infanity  to  admit  them  to  either 
of  thefe  functions.  Your  firft  argument  then  in 
favour  of  what  you  are  pleafed  to  ftile  emanci- 
pation, to  wit,  that  Roman ifts  are  not  now  what 
they  were  formerly,  for  that  they  have  freed 
themfelves  lately  from  all  influence  of  pope, 
prieft  or  pretender,  and  that  therefore  they 
fhould  be  admitted  into  parliament,  and  render- 
ed capable  of  filling  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate, 
is  founded  entirely  on  your  own  ipfe  dixit — your 
own  dogmatick  afTertion,  your  conftant  and  only 
argument — not  only  without  proof,  but  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  incefTant  publications  of  your 
committee  of  nine,  your  popular  and  energetick 
Romanifts,  and  of  every  diftinguifhed  member  of 
the  Romifh  communion  who  have  thought  pro- 
per to  publifh  their  opinions  on  this  fubject.  The. 
influence  of  the  pretender  I  have  fliewn  already 
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to  be  out  of  the  queftion  ;  your  popular  and  ener* 
getick  Romanifis  are  now  under  the  influence  of  a 
more  dangerous  principle  than  attachment  to  the 
Pretender,  and  more  inimical  to  our  conftitutL 
on  ;  inafmuch  as  the  influence  of  the  Pretender 
over  them  induced  them  to  endeavour  to  tranf- 
fer  the  imperial  diadem  of  Britain,  to  which  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  is  annexed,  and  on  which 
it  is  dependant,  from  the  brows  of  one  prince, 
to  encircle  the  head  of  another.  But  the  influ- 
ence of  republicanifm  over  them,  teaches  them  to 
overthrow  the  conRitution  by  fubftituting  in  the 
place  of  the  monarchy,  a  democratick  repubiick; 
and  to  deftroy  the  unity  of  the  Britifli  empire 
by  tearing  Ireland  from  it.  The  influence  of 
pope  and  prieft  over  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  which 
is  one  and  the  fame  influence,  remains  as  it  al- 
ways did  and  always  will  remain,  as  long  as  they 
lhall  continue  to  be  Romanifts,  becaufe  it  is  of  the 
very  eflence  of  their  religion,  and  cannot  expire 
but  with  their  religion  :  and  it  is  the  very  prin- 
ciple of  their  religion,  which  in  a  proteftant  ftate 
excludes  them  from  the  functions  of  legiflation, 
or  execution  of  the  laws. 

Befides  the  arguments  already  adduced  to 
prove  that  this  influence  exifts  unimpaired 
with  the  Romanifts,  there  is  one  argument, 
which  exclufive  of  all  others,  proves  it  to 
demonftration,  and  that  is,  the  rejection  of 
the  oath  of  fupremacy  by  the  Romanifts, 
they  will  not  abjure  the  power  of  the  pope. 
The  oath  of  fupremacy  is,  that  no  foreign  prince, 
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prelate,  Jtate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have, 
/■\  ,  .  /  any  jurifdiclion,  power,  fuperiority,  pre-eminence,  or 
yi^tt^H^^  authority  ecclefiajlical  or  ctatd  within  this  realm,  I 
fhall,  fir,  before  I  finifh,  more  fully  explain  the 
reafons  of  the  incapacity  of  Romanifts  toexercife 
certain  civil  functions  from  this  influence  of  the 
pope  over  them  ;  at  prefent  I  have  ftated  enough 
to  overturn  your  firft  argument  in  favour  of 
Romifh  exaltation  arifing  from  the  extinction  of 
all  influence  of  pope,  prieft,  and  pretender,  over 
them  fo  roundly  and  fo  groundlefsly  aflerted  by 
you.  But  as  in  this  part  of  my  anfwer  I  have 
mentioned  and  quoted  Doctor  Troy's  paftoral 
letter,  I  cannot  avoid  obferving,  that  this  letter 
contains  fome  of  the  leaven,  of  which  there  is  fuch 
an  exuberance  in  the  feditious  libel  already  men- 
tioned of  Mr.  Hufley.  The  following  paflage 
is  to  be  found  in  page  99  of  Doctor  Troy's  letter, 
"  At  this  day,  Proteftantifm  is  the  eftablifhed 
"  Jiate  religion  in  Ireland  ;  the  Catholick  religi- 
"  on  is  that  of  the  Irijh  people  In  the  fame 
fpritit,  Mr.  Hufley  aflerts,  "  that  popery  is  the 
"  religion  of  Iri/hmen."  Both  very  ftrongly  infi- 
nuating,  that  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  are  fo 
infignificant  a  body  of  men  (though  in  number 
one  third  at  leaft,  and  in  property  and  power 
twenty  parts  out  of  twenty-one,  of  the  whole 
-  people)  that  when  the  word  people  is  made  ufe  of, 
they  are  not  entitled  to  any  notice  or  conlidera- 
tion ;  this  ferves  to  animate  the  Romifh  party, 
by  magnifying  their  ftrength,  and  depreciating 

that 


(    179  ) 

that  of  the  Irifh  Proteftants.  Menace  alfo  is  not 
entirely  omitted  in  Doctor  Troy's  letter,  though 
introduced  with  more  addrefs  and  caution,  than 
are  ufed  by  Mr.  Hufley.  The  quotation  from  Ter- 
tullian,  addreffing  the  Roman  emperors  and  other 
pagans  on  behalf  of  the  chriftians  in  pagj  1 2  of 
Doctor  Troy's  letter  deferves  notice,  in  which  the 
account  of  the  numbers  of  chriftians,  and  their 
ability  to  do  mifchief  to  the  Roman  empire,  nay, 
to  overturn  it,  at  that  time,  if  they  were  fo  in- 
clined, is  evidently  applied  by  the  Doctor  to  the 
prefent  ftate  of  Ireland.  His  majefty  and  his 
proteftant  Irifh  fubjects,  being  alluded  to  by  the 
pagans,  and  the  Irifh  Romanifts  by  the  chrifti- 
ans. The  fame  allulion  is  continued  in  fubfe- 
quent  quotations  refpecting  the  perfecutions  of 
chriftians  by  Pagan  and  Arian  emperors  and  kings j 
and  as  I  have  a  perfonal  refpect  for  Doctor  Troy, 
which  1  aflure  you,  fir,  I  do  not  entertain  for  you, 
for  Mr.  Hufley,  or  your  atfbciates,  I  do  earneftly 
recommend  it  to  Doclor  Troy  hereafter  to  em- 
ploy his  pen,  in  fetting  before  people  of  his  per- 
fuafion,  that  they  now  enjoy,  equally  with  their 
proteftant  countrymen,  every  advantage  of  a  free 
conftitution,  the  envy  and  admiration  of  every 
nation  on  earth,  where  the  nature  of  that  con- 
ftitution is  underftood  ;  in  preference  to  roufing 
into  action  thofe  furies,  destructive  of  the  human 
race,  revenge,  envy,  avarice  and  ambition,  by 
the  publications  of  threats  and  ill  confidered  and 
erroneous  calculations  of  the  relative  numbers, 
N   2  ftrength, 
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ftrcngth,  and  power  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts: 
which  if  fairly  compared  with  the  real  ftrength 
of  the  Irifh.  Proteftants,  arifing  from  the  combin- 
ed energy  of  their  numbers,  property,  and  fitu- 
ation,  will  afford  no  rational  encouragement, 
even  dto  popular  and  energetic k  Romanifts ,  to  com- 
mence hoftilities  againft  their  Proteftant  country- 
men, if  they  had  (as  they  have  not)  provocations 
fufficient  to  juftify  fuch  dangerous  extremities : 
and  if  compared  with  the  relative  numbers 
ftrength  and  power  of  the  Proteftants  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire,  of  which  Ireland  is  only  a  part,  and 
which  Proteftants,  in  cafe  of  an  Irifh  Rebellion, 
would  to  a  man  unite  againft  the  Irifh  Roman- 
ifts ;  the  almoft  infinite  difparity  of  force  muft 
enfure  the  defeat  of  fuch  ruinous  projects,  as  well 
as  the  utter  deftruclion  of  the  projectors ;  as  it 
has  already  done  on  four  fucceflive  trials  ;  and  it 
would  be  wife  in  Do&or  Troy,  and  other  reafo- 
nable  men  of  his  profeflion,  maturely  to  confider, 
whether  reiterated  menaces  of  Irifh  Romanifts 
againft  their  Proteftant  countrymen,  and  extra- 
vagant boafts  of  their  power  and  numbers,  will 
not  at  length  impel  the  Irith  ProteftAts,  on  the 
principle  of  felf  defence,  to  re-enadf  the  Popery 
code,  or  at  leaft  fome  parts  of  it,  which  whilft  it 
continued  to  be  part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  kept 
the  Romanifts  quiet,  and  enfured  their  fubmiflion 
to  their  fovereign  and  the  laws. 
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You  ftate,  fir,  with  the  mofl  dogmatick  impu- 
dence, that  the  unconftitutional  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  the  profcription  of  the  Catholicks  were 
the  fundamental  caufes  of  our  prefent  difcontents 
and  jealoufies.  As  to  the  firft  caufe,  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown,  it  is  lefs  now  in  this  kingdom, 
than  it  was  before  the  prefent  difcontents  arofe ; 
and  before  I  clofe  this  anfwer,  I  mall  demonftrate 
that  the  crown  neither  has,  nor  exercifes,  any 
unconftitutional  influence  in  this  kingdom  ;  as  to 
the  fecond  pretended  caufe,  I  have  already  ftated, 
that  it  is  one  of  the  moft  barefaced  and  malignant 
falfehoods,  and  flanders  upon  the  Irifh  govern- 
ment, that  ever  was  invented  or  propagated,  that 
when  you  ventured  to  aflert  it  in  parliament, 
you  were  called  upon  to  fubftantiate  the  accufa- 
tion  by  fome  proof,  you  never  produced  any,  be- 
caufe  you  could  not,  and  you  now  repeat  the  ca- 
lumny again,  contented  to  fuftain  the  chara&er 
of  the  convicted,  irreclaimable,  and  unrepentant 
political  falfifier,  provided  you  can  extract,  from 
the  flander  even  the  fmalleft  fpark  of  inflamma- 
tion. The  two  caufes  therefore  affigned  by  you 
for  the  prefent  difcontents  could  not  be  the  caufes, 
becaufe  they  never  exifted.  You  then  proceed 
to  urge  the  claim  of  the  Romanifts  to  what  you 
call  emancipation,  "  by  alleging  that  the  Iriih  Funher 
4i  Romanifts  of  the  prefent  day  have  laid  ancle  of  Mr. 
"  all  their  ancient  prejudices,  that  their  minds  prattan 
"  have  been  in  a  ftate  of  progreflive  improve-  cipation, 
**  ment  during  the  laft  25  years,  whilft;  the  mind 
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<c  of  the  ftate,  that  is  the  understandings  of  all 
<c  perfons  concerned  in  the  adminiftration  of  the 
"  government,  ftood  ftill,  and  received  no  im- 
"  provement,  that  the  (late  was  the  bigot, 
"  and  the  people  the  philofopher.  That  all  per- 
<c  fons  who  oppofed  the  claims  of  the  Romanifts 
cc  in  parliament  were  declamatory  dreamers,  and 
"  infinitely  inferior  in  underftanding  to  the  Ro- 
<c  mifli  orators  who  figured  away  at  Francis- 
"  flreet  chapel,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  fpeeches 
<c  of  both  publiflied  in  the  newfpapers.  That  the 
"  Romifti  newfpaper  publications  of  the  prefent 
<c  day,  amongft  which  are  many  of  your  own 
<c  lucubrations,  are  the  moft  exquifite  fpecimens 
"  of  erudition,  argument,  and  elocution  that 
<c  were  ever  produced  :  that  the  clergy  and  high- 
"  er  order  of  the  laity  are  now  the  ignorant 
"  claffes  of  fociety,  and  the  lower  clafTes  of  the 
<c  people  the  enlightened :  that  the  intellectual 
"  vifion  of  thefe  lower  clafles  of  the  people  was 
"  become  comprehenfive  to  an  aftonilhing  de- 
<c  gree :  that  when  government  complained  of 
"  the  prefs,  they  complained  of  the  fuperiority 
<c  of  the  popular  underftanding.  That  when 
<c  once  the  powers  of  Intellect,  are  poflefTed  by 
"  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  'tis  madnefs  to 
"  hope  to  impofe  on  that  nation,  civil  or  religi- 
"  ous  oppreffion,  particularly  in  thofe  whofe  un- 
cc  derjlandings  have  been  ftationary,  though  their 
<c  towers  and  riches  have  been  progrejjive.  That 
"  the  part,  the  moft  popular  and  energetiek,  of  the 
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€C  great  body  of  the  Romanifts,  had  formed  with 
<c  the  great  body  of  reformers,  a  Catholick, 
u  prefbyterian,  and  proteftant  league,  for  the 
"  freedom  of  the  Romifh  religion,  and  a  free 
"  and  full  reprefentation  of  the  people,  burying 
"  theological  difcord  for  ever  in  the  love  of  civil 
"  and  political  liberty :  that  the  prefent  Irifh 
"  religion  is  unanimity  againft  defpotifm.,,  It 
is  here  to  be  remarked,  that  throughout  your 
whole  addrefs  by  the  term  people,  you  mean 
Romanifts  exclufively ;  and  by  the  terms  higher 
claffes,  Proteftants  exclufively,  whofe  minds  you 
reprefent  to  be  ftationary,  their  power  and  riches 
progreffive.    The  above  declamatory  and  diffu- 
five  argument,  in  favour  of  what  you  flile  Catho- 
lick emancipation,  may  be  thus  condenfed.  The 
Irifh  Romanifts  of  the  prefent  day  are  not  of  the 
fame  opinions  with  their  anceftors,  they  were 
monarchifts,  the  prefent  race,  at  leaft  the  mo  ft 
popular  and  energetkk  part  of  them,  are  republi- 
cans ;   all  fuch  perfons,  ufurping  the  titles  of 
Proteftants  or  Prefbyterians,  as  are  the  difciplesof 
Paine,  Price  and  Prieftley,  being  alfo  republicans 
and  enemies  to  the  connexion  with  England, 
have  embodied  themfelves  into  a  faction  for  the 
purpofe  of  overturning  the  conflitution  and  form- 
ing a  republick  feparated  from  Great  Britain  : 
and  being  themfelves  unequal  to  the  attempt, 
they  have  applied  to  the  popular  and  energetkk 
Romanifts  for  aid.    The  views  of  both  parties  be- 
ing the  fame  as  to  feparation  and  republicanifm, 
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they  have  entered  into  a  league,  the  object  of 
which  is,  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution  in 
church  and  ftate.  Therefore  the  Irifh  Prote- 
Hants,  attached  friends  to  the  conftitution,  ought 
to  arm  the  Romanifts  with  additional  political 
powers,  to  enable  them  to  be  more  effective  allies 
to  the  deiftical  republicans  in  the  patriotick  work 
of  fubverfion  and  feparation.  Such,  fir,  is  the  ab- 
furd  argument,  you  have  the  prefumption  to  ad- 
duce, in  fupport  of  your  project  of  emancipation, 
when  difrobed  of  all  the  unfubftantial  frippery 
with  which  you  have  attempted  at  once  to  deck 
and  difguife  it.  I  cannot  however  difmifs  this 
doughty  argument,  without  a  few  ftrictures  on 
your  tafte  and  feelings  fo  fully  delineated  in  the 
progrefs  of  it.  You  pour  forth  your  praifes  on 
the  daily  publications  in  the  Romifli  newfpapers, 
as  well  of  the  unrivalled  excellence  of  the  Itile  of 
thefe  compofitions,  as  of  the  matter  of  them. 
Now,  fir,  as  to  the  ftile  of  thefe  daly  publications, 
1  have  the  general  opinion  of  all  men  of  letters 
with  me,  when  I  afTert  that  fuch  effufions  of  bar- 
barifm  and  nonfenfe  never  before,  at  any  period 
fince  the  invention  of  printing,  flowed  from  the 
prefs,  as  have  flowed  from  the  Romifli  prefles  in 
the  city  of  Dublin,  for  thefe  five  or  fix  years 
paft,  and  I  leave  you,  fir,  in  full  enjoyment  of  the 
delight  you  daily  receive^  from  the  perufal  of 
fuch  attick  compofitions  ;  your  own  perfor- 
mances fometimes  fill  their  columns,  you  are 
yourfelf  in  compofition  a  perfect  artifcx  deliciarum^ 
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treafure  up  fir,  every  one  of  thofe  valuable  pro- 
ductions, they  will  be  preferved  by  no  body  elfe, 
may  you  be  the  afylum — the  retreat  of  all  thofe 
ephemeral  emanations  from  intellects  congenial 
with  your  own  ! 

Where  all  the  fuffering  brotherhood  retire, 
And  fcape  the  martyrdom  of  jakes  and  fire, 

I  lhall  obferve  no  further  on  your  tafte,  but 
conclude  with  the  lines  of  the  Mantuan 
poet, 

Qui  Bavium  non  odit,  a  met  tua  carmina  Msevi! 

As  to  the  matter  of  thefe  publications,  which 
you  reprefent  as  powerfully  of  profound  and fpirited 
inveftigation,  I  may  fafely  appeal  to  the  public, 
whether  there  ever  was,  in  any  age  or  country, 
fo  much  profligacy  and  wickednefs,  fo  openly 
and  fo  notorioufly  recommended  to  practice,  and 
praifed  in  fuch  extravagant  terms,  as  in  the  dai- 
ly publications  of  thefe  infamous  newfpapers, 
they  are  the  difgrace  of  the  age,  and  of  the  na- 
tion. They  publickly  excite  to  murder  and  rob- 
bery, and  that  they  have  been  too  fuccefsful  in 
propagating  fuch  hellilh  doctrines  is  a  melancho- 
ly truth,  that  cannot  be  denied.  The  (late  of  the 
country  attefts  it,  and  you,  fir,  have  openly  in 
your  prefent  addrefs  lavifhed  your  praiies  on  the 
horrible  murders  and  robberies  nightly  commit- 
ted, 
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ted,  as  I  have  already  obferved :  You  ftate,  fir, 
exprefsly,  that  all  thefe  diforders  are  committed 
in  a  publick  caufe,  that  is,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
publick,  thus  exclaiming  to  the  citizens  of  Dub- 
lin :   "  It  is  a  publick  caufe,  and  let  no  man 
"  perfuade  you,  that  it  is  not  the  caufe  of  liber- 
"  ty  on  one  fide,  and  tyranny  on  the  other 
in  this  manner  afferting  the  juftice  and  proprie- 
ty of  all  thofe  nocturnal  murders  and  depredati- 
ons.  In  another  place  you  infinuate  that  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  law  on  fome  of  thofe  malefactors, 
gave  them  a  title  to  martyrdom,  and  that  the 
caufe  of  reform,  in  which  according  to  you  they 
had  committed  the  murders  for  which  they  fuf- 
fered,  would  be  promoted  by  their  martyrdom ; 
as  the  chrifiian  religion  was  propagated  by  the 
blood  of  its  firft  martyrs :  Thus  encouraging 
affaffination  and  murder  by  the  groITeft  impiety. 
It  may  be  juftly  obferved  on  thefe  newfpaper 
publications,  that  their  ftupidity  and  vulgarity 
do  not  in  the  leaf!  diminifii  the  acrimony  of  the 
poifon  they  contain,  the  vehicle  is  fufficient  to 
convey  it  to  the  underftandings  of  the  mob, 
well  inclined  to  ufe  it  againft  their  fuperiors.  It 
is  obferved  in  hiftory,  that  the  poifon,  a  few 
drops  of  which  diluted  in  wine  deflroyed  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  was  of  fo  frigid  a  nature,  that 
it  burfted  all  veffels  into  which  it  was  put,  except 
an  excavated  afies  hoof;  but  fuch  its  frigidity  and 
the  bafenefs  of  its  vehicle  in  no  wife  diminished 
its  deleterious  qualities.    One  newfpaper  weekly 
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publifhed  in  Dublin,  points  out  by  name  the  vic- 
tims deftined,  as  it  aflerts,  to  affaflination  by  a 
committee  of  united  Irifhmen ;  and  flrongly 
urges  the  neceffity  of  immediate  execution.  I 
prefume,  fir,  this  is  one  of  your  powerful  publica- 
tions ;  and  as  each  fucceflive  day  exceeds  the  pre- 
ceding, in  examples  of  all  kinds  of  murder,  rob- 
bery, and  wickednefs,  I  am  ftrongly  induced  to 
agree  with  you  in  one  point,  viz.  that  the  minds 
of  your  popular  and  energetick  Romanifts,  as  well 
as  your  own,  are  in  a  ftate  of  progreflion  ;  for  it 
is  an  old  and  true  obfervation,  that  vice  is  pro* 
greffive,  nemo  repente  fuit  turpifftmus. 

I  have  now,  fir,  gone  through  fuch  arguments 
(if  they  deferve  that  name)  as  you  have  adduced 
directly  in  fupport  of  the  meafure,  fo  fraudulent- 
ly ftiled  by  you  emancipation.  But  other  argu- 
ments you  have  introduced  in  fupport  of  the  fame 
meafure,  by  way  of  anfwer  to  arguments  which  as 
you  ftate  had  been  made  ufe  of  by  its  adverfaries, 
and  which  you  grofsly  mifreprefent,  as  ufual  with 
you,  mixing  your  mifreprefentations  with  a  due 
portion  of  direct  notorious  falfehood  ;  and  fug- 
gefting  that  your  adverfaries  had  ufed  arguments, 
the  abfurdity  of  which  prove  them  to  be  the  ge- 
nuine offspring  of  your  own  brain,  created  by 
you  for  two  purpofes,  the  one,  to  fix  the  impu- 
tation of  folly  on  your  adverfaries  ;  the  other  to 
mew  your  dexterity  in  refuting  them  ;  as  children 
erect  houfes  of  cards  to  have  the  pleafure  of  over- 
turning 
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turning  them  by  a  blaft  of  their  mouths.  For  in- 
ftance,  you  ftate :  "  That  the  only  impediment 
<c  to  the  Catholic  claim  (meaning  emancipation) 
"  as  the  law  now  ftands,  was  the  oath  requiring 
u  the  abjuration  of  the  worfhip  of  the  Virgin 
"  Mary,  and  of  the  doctrine  of  the  real  prefence. 
"  That  it  was  argued  by  the  adverfaries  of  that 
"  claim,  that  it  was  irreconcileable  with  the  fafety 
"  of  the  King,  that  to  make  thefe  points,  at  fuch 
u  a  time  as  the  prefent,  a  matter  of  alarm  to  the 
"  fafety  of  the  King,  was  to  give  an  air  of  ridi- 
cc  cule  to  the  ferious  calamities  in  which  his  mi- 
"  nifters  had  involved  him."  Then,  fir,  you 
launch  out  into  the  moft  delightful  declamation 
on  the  abfurdity  of  perfons,  infifting  that  others 
fhould  be  of  the  fame  religious  opinions  with 
themfelves.  This  is  an  old  topick  with  philofo- 
phers  and  freethinkers,  fuch  as  Tom  Chubb  the 
foap-boiler,  and  Tom  Paine  the  ftay-maker ;  To- 
land,  Tindall,  Collins,  Morgan,  Afgill,  &c.  &c. 
they  have  already  exhaufted  all  their  eloquence 
and  wit  upon  it,  and  there  is  no  feci:  of  chriftia- 
nity  againft  which  the  ridicule,  attached  to  fuch 
a  doctrine,  applies  fo  ftrongly  as  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic, becaufe  of  all  chriftian  feels,  that  has  moft 
violently  and  moft  frequently  exercifed  perfec- 
tion, and  it  is  in  fact  the  moft  intolerant.  How 
did  you  hug  yourfelf  when  the  following  beauti- 
ful figurative  fentences  flowed  from  your  pen ! 
61  That  Kings  had  no  right  to  enter  into  the  ta- 
Cf  bernacle  of  the  human  mind,  and  hang  up  the 
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"  images  of  their  own  orthodoxy,  that  the  Ca- 
"  tholics  did  not  infift  his  Majefty  fhould  be  of 
"  their  religion,  that  his  Majefty  had  no  right  to 
"  exact  that  the  Catholics  fhould  be  of  his — that 
"  we  know  of  no  royal  rule  either  for  religion 
"  or  mathematicks :  that  in  matters  of  religion 
cc  both  king  and  fubjecl:  are  equally  dark  and 
ic  fhould  be  equally  humble ;  that  when  courts 
"  or  kings  affume  a  dictation  on  that  fubjecl:, 
"  they  affume  a  familiarity  with  the  Almighty 
<c  which  is  excefs  of  blafphemy  as  well  as  blind- 
"  nefs !"  then  you  proceed,  fir,  like  a  great  phi- 
lofopher  as  you  are,  to  philofophize  on  the  nature 
of  the  divinity  and  his  attributes,  and  the  ineffi- 
cacy  and  even  folly  of  addreffing  the  divinity  in 
prayer,  which  you  honour  with  the  title  of  luxuri- 
ous and  complimentary  devotion :  in  all  which  moft 
philofophick  rant,  though  you  difplay  the  pro- 
fundity of  your  fpeculation  on  your  own  immea- 
furable  inanity  (to  ufe  your  own  expreffions)  yet 
you  are  certainly  fomewhat  inferior  to  your  maf- 
ters,  Tom  Chubb,  Tom  Paine,  and  the  reft  of 
the  gang,  all  of  whom,  exclufive  of  their  priority 
of  declamation  on  the  fubjecl:,  in  fome  parts  of 
their  writings  outdo  you,  in  flighty,  frothy,  and 
unintelligible  bombaft !  It  is  worthy  of  notice 
however,  that  your  deduction  from  the  admitted 
abfurdity,  of  perfons  infilling  that  others  fhould 
adopt  their  religious  opinions,  is  fomewhat  too 
general,  for  you  deduce  generally,  that  difference 
of  religious  opinions  fhould  not  exclude  any  fub- 

jects 


(    19®  ) 

jects  from  becoming  legiflators  in  the  Hate ;  from 
which  it  will  follow,  that  in  a  chriftian  (late,  the 
Mahometan,  the  Jew,  and  the  Pagan,  have  an 
equal  right  with  the  chriftian  fubjects,  to  become 
legiflators;  a  doctrine  which  fuch  philofophers 
as  yourfelf,  and  particularly  your  French  matters, 
have  not  only  fwallowed  themfelves,  but  endea- 
voured to  ram  it  down  the  throats  of  others,  but 
which  every  feci  of  real  chriftians  will  find  fome- 
what  hard  of  digeftion. 


Mr.  Grat-    But,  fir,  after  thus  paying  my  homage  to  your 
tan  grofsly  philofophy,  to  your  eloquence,  and  your  wit,  it 
fents  the  is  time  to  return  to  your  afTertions,  and  pray,  fir, 
impedi-    where  have  you  found  the  oath  requiring  the  ab- 
the  Catho-jurat^on  °f  tne  worfhip  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and 
lie  claim   the  doctrine  of  the  real  prefence,  which  oath  you 
pation!"21"  aflert  to  be  the  only  impediment  to  the  Catholic 
claim  ?  I  have  very  carefully  examined  the  fta- 
tutes,  and  I  cannot  find  that  any  fuch  oath  is  en- 
joined to  be  taken  on  any  occafion  by  any  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjecls.    All  members  of  parliament 
before  they  are  permitted  to  vote  in  either  houfe, 
are  obliged  to  repeat  and  fubferibe  a  declaration, 
in  which  is  contained  a  difavowal  of  the  belief  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  real  prefence,  and  alfo  of  the 
doctrine  which  enjoins  the  invocation  and  adora- 
tion of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  other  faints. 
They  are  alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  obliged  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Majefty,  the  oath  of 
fupremacy,  and  the  oath  of  abjuration  of  the  de- 
fendants 
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fcendants  of  the  late  King  James  the  fecond ;  but 
no  oath  whatfoever  abjuring  the  worfhip  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  and  the  doctrine  of  the  real  prefence. 
Proteftants  admit  the  blefled  Virgin,  as  having 
been  the  Earthly  Mother  of  our  Redeemer,  to  be 
in  dignity  the  greateft  of  faints,  but  they  do  not 
think  her  to  be  a  divinity,  or  part  of  the  divini- 
ty, and  therefore  entitled  to  adoration.    The  de- 
claration above  mentioned  was  enjoined  to  be  re- 
peated and  fubfcribed  by  all  members  of  parlia- 
ment in  England,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  King  Charles  the  fecond,  when  the  nation  was 
full  of  apprehenfions  of  the  evils  likely  to  enfue, 
from  the  acceffion  to  the  crown  of  the  then  heir 
apparent,  who  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  the  juftice 
of  which  apprehenfions  was  afterwards  fully  efta- 
blifhed ;  and  the  legiflature  then  framed  this  de- 
claration, as  a  fort  of  barrier  againft  the  inunda- 
tion of  popery,  which  they  dreaded ;  it  was  af- 
terwards adopted  in  this  kingdom.    It  is  a  doc- 
trine which  can  be  well  maintained  by  all  the 
principles  of  juftice,  reafon,  and  common  advan- 
tage of  all  the  fubjecls  of  a  ftate,  in  which  there  is 
an  eftablifhed  religion,  that  no  perfon  fhould  be 
admitted  to  be  a  legislator  in  fuch  a  ftate  who  is 
not  a  member  of  the  eftablifhed  religion  :  but  our 
j  laws  enjoin  no  oaths  to  be  taken  abjuring  points 
of  doctrine,  which,  reduced  to  pra&ice,  induce 
no  detriment  to  the  ftate.    Thus,  fir,  your  affer- 
j  tion,  that  the  only  impediment  to  the  Catholic 
II  claim,  as  the  law  now  ftands,  is  the  oath  requir- 
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ing  the  abjuration  of  the  worfhip  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  of  the  doctrine  of  the  real  prefence, 
is  falfe  in  fact,  there  being  no  fuch  oath  by  law- 
required  to  be  taken  by  Romanifts  or  any  other 
fubje&s ;  and  indeed  in  this  particular,  I  believe 
the  falfehood  is  not  imputable  to  your  heart,  but 
to  your  ignorance  of  law  and  fact.  And  then,  fir, 
what  becomes  of  your  elegant  declamation,  in 
which  you  have  laboured  to  rival  and  furpafs 
your  matters  the  foap-boiler  and  ftay-maker, 
founded  on  this  falfe  affertion !  all  your  reproba- 
tion of  royal  rules  in  religion  or  Mathematicks  I 
of  royal  dictation  in  matters  of  religion  !  Of  the 
blindnefs  and  exceflive  blafphemy  of  Kings  in  af- 
fuming  a  familiarity  with  the  Almighty  !  All  this 
rant  proceeds  from  your  own  blindnefs,  igno- 
rance, and  vanity,  feafoned  with  a  due  proporti- 
on of  your  inveterate  malignity  againft  the  mo- 
narchical government  of  your  country. 


The  real      And  now,  fir,  I  will  tell  you  a  real  and  true 

me^tto    impediment,  as  the  law  ftands,  arifing  from  an 

the  claim  oath,  to  the  admifllon  of  Romanifts  into  either 

of  emanci-  £joufe  of  Parliament,  or  into  the  great  executive 
pation.  #  ° 

offices  of  the  ftate ;  an  impediment  which  has 

not  law  alone,  but  reafon  and  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate  for  its  bafis,  and  which,  fir,  many  mem- 
bers of  the  laft:  Parliament  as  well  as  myfelf, 
whom  in  your  addrefs  you  diftinguifh  by  the 
title  of  dreamers,  have  frequently  mentioned  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  debates  on  this  claim 
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of  the  Romanifts,  and  fupported  by  arguments 
founded  on  juftice,  reafon,  and  law ;  to  which 
arguments  you  fometimes  oppofed  declamatory, 
inflated  nonfenfe,  loud  hyfterical  exclamations, 
uncommon  grimace,  and  diftortions  of  your  bo- 
dy 5  for  in  truth  you  were  unable  to  refute  the 
arguments,  and  fo  were  men  much  abler  than 
you,  then  voting  with  you  in  the  Houfe:  at 
other  times,  confcious  of  your  inability  to  an- 
fwer,  you  fat  wrapped  up  in  your  own  aflumed 
importance,  like  the  maniac  in  Bedlam,  who 
fancied  himfelf  Pope,  and  affected  to  treat  the 
arguments  of  your  opponents  with  contempt, 
which  they  returned  with  confiderable  intereft. 
The  true  impediment  is,  that  Romanifts  refufe  to  take 
the  oath  of  fupremacy,  part  of  which  oath  is,  cc  That 
"  no  foreign  Prince,  Prelate,  State,  or  Potentate 
hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  jurifdiclion,  power  9 
cc  fuperiority,  pre-eminence  or  authority  ecclefiaftical 
"  or fpiritual,  within  this  Realm"    By  the  Irifli 
Statutes  of  the  28th  of  Henry  the  8th,  chap.  5th, 
and  of  the  2nd  of  Eliz.  chap.  ift.    The  Kings 
and  Queens  of  this  realm,  and  their  fucceffors, 
are  declared  to  be  fupreme  heads,  that  is,  go- 
vernors of  the  church  of  Ireland,  and  by  thefe 
two  acts,  as  well  as  by  another  of  the  28th  of 
Henry  the  8th,  chap.  13,  the  authority  and  ju- 
rifdiction  both  temporal  and  fpiritual,  before 
that  time  claimed  and  exercifed  by  the  Pope  in 
Ireland  are  utterly  abolifhed ;  and  by  the  laft  fta- 
tute  it  is  enacted,  that  if  any  perfon  (hall  by  writ- 
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ing  or  act,  maintain  the  authority  of  the  Bifhops 
of  Rome  heretofore  ufed  in  this  kingdom  he  mall 
incur  the  penalty  of  premunire. 

It  is  very  notorious  that  all  Irifh  Romanifts 
acknowledge  the  authority,  pre-eminence,  and 
jurifdi&ion  of  the  bifhop  of  Rome  in  fpirituah 
within  this  kingdom  :  if  any  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  understandings  and  opinions  of  the 
Irifh  Romanifts,  as  you,  fir,  affert,  it  is  not  a 
change  of  their  opinions  of  the  jurifdicHon  of  the 
pope  in  fpirituah  in  this  kingdom  :  the  oathof  alle- 
giance prefer ibed  to  be  taken  by  Irifh  Romanics 
contains  a  claufe,  that  the  pope  has  no  temporal 
or  civil  jurifdiclion  directly  or  indirectly  within 
this  realm  ;  one  fortieth  part  of  the  Irifh  Roma- 
nifts  have  not  yet  taken  this  oath ;  but  they  all 
to  a  man  refufe  to  take  the  oath  of  Supremacy, 
difclaiming  the  fpiritual  jurifdiclion  of  the  pope  : 
and  Doctor  Troy  before  mentioned,  the  Romifh 
archbifnop  of  Dublin,  in  open  defiance  of  thefta- 
tute  of  the  2  3th  of  Henry  the  8th  before  menti- 
oned, has  in  his  paftoral  letter  publifhed  in  1793, 
maintained  the  fpiritual  jurifdicHon  of  the  pope 
in  Ireland ;  he  has  alfo  ftated,  that  the  declarati- 
on of  the  principles  of  Romanifts  before  menti- 
oned was  refpectfully  fubmitted  to  the  infpection 
of  himfelf  and  the  Romifh  clergy  in  Ireland,  by 
the  ftanding  committee  of  the  Romaniffo,  and 
was  approved  of  by  them  before  it  was  publifhed. 


Doctor 
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Doctor  Troy  thus  ftates :  "  That  Catholicks 
"  are  obliged  to  believe  as  an  article  of  their  faith, 
"  that  the  pope  or  bifhop  of  Rome,  as  fucceffor 
u  of  faint  Peter,  is  the  fupreme  vifible  head  of  the 
"  church  on  earth,  and  the  centre  of  Catholick 
"  unity ;   with  a  primacy  by  divine  right  of 
C6  real  authority  and  jurifdiclion  in  the  univerfal 
"  church,  and  that  all  Catholicks  owe  him  ca- 
cc  nonical  refpect  and  obedience  on  that  account ; 
ct  and  he  reprefents  this  fupremacy  of  the  pope 
"  as  one  of  thofe  points  on  which  all  Catholicks 
"  are  agreed,   as  an  immutable  article  of  their 
"  faith.9'    See  Doctor  Troy's  paftoral  letter,  page 
72.  It  appears  clearly  that  Doctor  Troy  has  fairly 
reprefented  the  opinions  of  the  Irifli  Romanifts 
of  this  day  of  the  fpiritual  fupremacy  of  the  pope, 
and  that  they  have  not  in  the  leaft  changed  their 
opinions  in  that  refpect ;  becaufe  they  reject  uni- 
verfally  at  this  day  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  abjur- 
ing the  fpiritual  authority  of  the  pope  in  this 
kingdom.    That  it  is  impoffible  to  divert  the  fu-  A  great 
premacy  in  fpirituals,  of  a  very   confiderable fiiare  of 
fhare  of  temporal  power,  is  very  eafy  to  be  prov- po weed- 
ed :  the  abfolute  feparation  of  the  two  powers  isheres  to, 
impracticable.  1  fhall  juft  mention  one  inftance  Q^feparably 
the  indhToluble  connexion  in  a  chriftian  country,  conneded 
of  fpiritual  and  temporal  power  ;  on  the  lawful-  fopremacy 
nefs  of  matrimony  depends  almoft  entirely,  the  in  fpiritu- 
fucceffion  to  all  temporal  property,  whether  realals" 
orperfonal:  matrimony  by  the  Romanifts  is 
held  a  facrament,  the  validity  of  it  is  entirely  of 
O  2  fpiritual 
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ipiritual  jurifdi&ion  :  If  the  pope  then,  as  Roma- 
nifts  hold,  has  the  fupreme  and  final  jurifdiction 
in  this  particular,  he  muft  derive  very  great  tem- 
poral power  and  influence  from  it  ;  he  muft  ulti- 
mately decide,  whether  a  perfon  claiming  un- 
der his  father  or  his  mother,  is  entitled  to  the 
fucceffion  to  their  real  or  perfonal  property,  be- 
caufe  fuch  decifion  will  depend  on  the  validi- 
ty of  their  marriage  ;  he  muft  decide  whether 
a  party  has  or  has  not,  a  right  to  intermarry 
with  another,    or  whether   a  party  is  barred 
from  that  right  by  confanguinity,  affinity,  pre- 
contract, or  former  marriage  ;  he  mud  ultimate- 
ly decide  on  feparate  maintenance,  alimony,  o 
whether  a  man  is,  or  is  not,  bound  to  pay  th 
debts  of  a  woman,  claiming  him  as  her  hufband 
with  a  thoufand  other  temporal  incidents.  I 
will,  fir,  be  worth  your  attention  to  confide 
what  opinion  the  parliament  of  this  kingdom, 
juft  efcaping  from  the  fangs  of  the  Pope's  ufurp 
ed  authority,  entertained  of  the  temporal  effect 
of  the  Jpiritual  jurifdiclion  of  the  Pope  exercife 
in  the  cafe  of  matrimony  alone  :  in  an  Irifh  fta 
tute  enacted  in  the  33d  year  of  Hen.  8th,  entitle 
"  an  act  for  marriages,"  are  the  following  paf- 
lages:   "Whereas  heretofore  the  ufurped  pow 
"  er  of  the  Bifhop  of  Rome  hath  always  entang- 
**  led  and  troubled,  the  mere  jurifdiclion  and  rega 
"  power  of  this  land  of  Ireland,  and  alfo  inquiet 
"  ed  much  the  fubjects  of  the  fame,   by  h! 
"  ufurped  power  in  them,  as  by  making  that 

"  unlawful 
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C€  unlawful  which  by  God's  word  is  lawful,  both 
cc  in  marriages  and  other  things  whereof  fome 
"  fparkles  be  left  which  hereafter  might  kindle 
"  a  great  fire.  The  ftatute  then  proceeds,  "that 
"  it  was  cuftomary  for  the  Court  of  Rome,  to 
"  divorce  parties  who  had  been  long  married 
"  and  had  hTue,  on  the  pretence  of  pre-contracts 
*  without  confummation,  and  of  kindred  be- 
"  tween  coufins  german,  and  fo  to  fourth  and 
a  fifth  degrees,  and  of  carnal  knowledge  of  any 
"  of  the  fame  kin  or  affinity  before,  in  fuch 
"  outward  degrees,  to  procure  money  for  dif- 
"  penfations,  whereby  not  only  much  difcord  be- 
"  tween  lawful  married  perfons  hath  arifcn,  much 
"  debate  and  fuit  at  law,  with  wrongful  vexation, 
"  and  great  damage  of  the  innocent  parties  hath  been 
a  procured,  and  many  jufi  marriages  in  doubt  and 
f  danger  of  undoing,  and  alfo  many  times  undone  and 
ts  lawful  heirs  difinherited,  and  marriages  have  been 
"  brought  to  fuch  an  uncertainty  thereby,  that  no 
ce  marriage  could  be  fo  fure  knit  and  bounden,  but  it 
44  fhould  be  in  either  of  the  parties  power  to  defeat  the 
"  fame." 

Innumerable  other  inftances,  of  the  infeparable 
adhefion  of  temporal  power  to  fupreme  fpiritual 
power,  can  be  adduced,  and  Irifh  Romanifts  not 
only  hold,  that  the  fupreme  legiflature  of  the 
fiate,  whether  that  ftate  be  monarchical  or  re- 
publican, is  utterly  incompetent  to  bind  them, 
even  to  a  paflive,  much  lefs  to  an  active,  obedience 

in 
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in  fpiritual  affairs  ;  but  unequivocally  hold,  that 
the  fole  power  of  enacting,  interpreting  or  exe- 
cuting laws,  reflecting  fpiritual  matters,  is  veil- 
ed in  the  pope,  a  foreign  prince,  and  this  tenet 
they  efteem  an  article  of  their  faith,  and  as  they 
will  not  allow  that  any  law  of  the  ftate  is  bind- 
ing on  them  in  fpiritual  matters,  it  follows  of 
courfe,  that  they  hold  it  as  an  article  of  their 
faith,  that  the  laws  of  the  ftate  cannot  bind  them 
in  fuch  temporal  matters  as  are  infeparably  unit- 
ed to  fpiritual  matters,  fuch  as  matrimony,  and 
all  its  confequences ;  and  innumerable  others  ; 
Romanifts  then,  if  admitted  to  the  functions  of 
legiflation  in  the  ftate,  mult,  if  they  act  con- 
fcientioufly,  endeavour  with  all  their  power  to 
abrogate  and  abolifh  all  temporal  laws  now  in 
force,  or  wrhich  may  be  at  any  time  propofed  to 
be  enacted,  which  relate  to  fpiritual  affairs,  whe- 
ther connected  with  temporal  matters  or  nor, 
but  more  efpecially  when  fo  connected:  and  if 
they  fhall  be  intruded  with  the  great  executive 
offices  of  the  ftate,  they  muft  conceive  themfelves 
in  confcience  bound  to  obftruct  the  execution, 
and  defeat  the  effect  of  them,  to  the  beft  of  their 
power ;  hence  muft  follow  a  great  alteration,  if 
not  a  total  fubverfion,  of  our  conftitution.  Is  it 
confident  with  the  rules  of  either  reafon  or  civil 
policy  to  make  legiflators  of  thofe,  who  make  it 
an  article  of  their  faith,  that  the  fupreme  legifla- 
ture  of  the  ftate,  (whether  monarchical  or  repub- 
iican  it  fignifies  not)  is  not  competent  to  bind 

them 
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them  by  its  laws  in  all  cafes  ?  and  that  they  are 
in  confcience  bound  to  fo  active  a  difobedience 
to  the  laws  of  their  country  enacted  by  the  legi- 
ilature  of  it,  in  many  inflances,  not  only  of  a 
fpiritual,  but  a  temporal  nature,  as  to  endeavour 
with  all  their  might  to  obftruct,  and  defeat,  the 
execution  of  them  ?  and  are  fuch  perfo-ns  to  be 
trufted  with  the  execution  of  thofe  laws  ?  no  per- 
fon  of  common  fenfe  will  anfwer  thefe  queftions 
in  the  affirmative. 

It  has  been  fo  me  times  objected  to  this  mode 
of  reafoning,  that  no  inconvenience  is  experi- 
enced in  Roman  Catholic  ftates,  the  fubjects  of 
which  hold  the  independence  of  the  fpiritual  on 
the  temporal  power ;  to  this  I  anfwer,  that  in 
fuch  dates  the  general  tenor  of  the  laws  is  con- 
formable to  the  doctrines  of  the  Romifh  church, 
and  that  almoft  all  thofe  flates,  whether  monar- 
chies or  republicks,  exercife  a  very  defpotick  pow- 
er over  their  fubjects,  and  therefore  find  their 
account  in  preferving  a  ftricf.  alliance  with  the 
clergy,  to  enable  them  more  effectually  to  main- 
tain that  defpotick  authority  which  they  affume, 
and  to  wink  at  religious  ufurpations  to  counte- 
nance their  own  invafions  of  the  rights  of  the 
people;  befides,  popular  opinions  are  of  little 
weight  in  fuch  governments,  from  all  fliare  in 
which  the  people  are  generally  excluded :  but 
in  a  Proteltant  Itate  there  can  be  no  alliance  be- 
tween the  ftate  and  the  Romifh  clergy  5  their 
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creeds  refpecting  the  powers  of  legiflation,  are 
not  only  different,  but  hoftile  ;  and  in  a  prote- 
ftant  ftate,  fuch  as  the  Britifh  empire,  in  which 
part,  and  the  moft  efficient  and  powerful  part,  of 
the  legiflature,  is  an  elective  popular  affembly, 
and  civil  liberty  its  aim,  it  would  be  utterly  in- 
confiftent  with  its  fafety,  or  indeed  exiftence,  to 
permit  that  affembly  to  be  elected  out  of  a  part 
of  the  people,  who  hold  as  a  point  of  faith,  fo 
anarchical  a  doctrine,  that  the  ftate  is  not  fu- 
preme  within  the  countries  fubjcct  to  its  domi- 
nions ;  what  infinite  mifchief  fuch  doctrine  has 
produced  even  in  Romiffi  countries,  and  parti- 
cularly in  our  own  heretofore,  and  to  what  dif- 
trefs  it  has  reduced  fome  of  the  greateft  of  our; 
monarchs,  the  hiftories  of  the  different  ftates  of 
Europe,  and  of  our  own  in  particular,  fufficient- 
ly  teftify. 

I  have  heard  fome  objections  againft  the  pro- 
bability of  any  political  evil  refulting  from  fuch 
doctrine  in  cafe  the  aforefaid  impediment  to  the 
admiffion  of  Romanifts  into  the  legiflature  were 
removed  ;  they  have  indeed  been  chiefly  urged 
by  you,  fir,  in  your  harangues  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  they  are  fo  very  weak  and  ab- 
furd,  that  I  would  not  have  here  taken  notice  of 
them,  but  with  the  view  of  expofing  to  the  world 
the  miferable  weapons,  the  daggers  of  lath,  with 
which  fuch  a  political  harlequin  as  you  are,  have 
attempted  to  affault  the  conftitution. 

Firft, 
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Firft,  fir,  you  have  frequently  dwelt  on  the  im-  Mr.  Grat- 
potence  of  the  pope  confidered  as  a  temporal  prince,  ^tarsu" 
and  ridiculed  the  apprehenfions  entertained  of  drawn 
his  power  to  undermine,  or  in  any  fliape  to  affect  fr£™ 
the  government  of  this  country ;  and  aflerted  0fthePope 
that  the  doctrine  held  by  Romanifts,  that  theasaJem" 
Pope  was  fupreme  head  of  the  church  on  earth,  pr-nce 
and  that  the  ftate  has  no  power  to  bind  the  laity  examined 
in  fpiritual  matters,  but  that  fuch  power  is  veftedecj4 
in  the  Pope  independent  of  the  ftate,  is  merely  a 
fpeculative  doctrine  inoperative  from  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  Pope's  temporal  power.  Contemp- 
tible fophiftry!  The  danger  of  the  doctrine  does 
not  arife  from  the  power  or  want  of  power  of 
the  pope,  confidered  as  a  temporal  fovereign,  it 
confifts  entirely  in  the  number  and  ftrength  of 
the  fubjects  of  the  ftate,  whofe  government  is 
partly  popular,  who  hold  fuch  a  doctrine,  as  a 
point  of  faith:  the  perfon  who  denies  that  the  fu- 
preme authority  of  the  ftate,  of  which  he  is  a 
fubject,  is  competent  to  bind  him  by  its  laws  in 
fpiritual  matters,  infeparably  connected  with  tem- 
poral in  various  inftances,  is  a  bad  fubject  ;  and 
a  great  number  of  fuch  perfons  in  a  ftate  form  a 
faction  very  dangerous  to  it ;  they  are  the  attach- 
ed partizans  and  agents  in  a  ftate,  of  the  foreign 
power  whom  they  believe  to  be  competent  to 
bind  them  by  its  decrees  in  fpiritual  matters  ;  and 
the  danger  of  the  ftate  arifes  from  their  ability 
and  readinefs  to  execute  fuch  decrees ;  the  ftate 
may  be  in  the  utmoft  danger  from  fuch  princi- 
ples 
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pics  and  ability  in  their  own  fubjects,  though  the 
foreign  oracle,  whofe  mandates  they  obey,  be  not 
in  his  own  ftate  or  fphere  inverted  with  any 
temporal  power  whatever  :  And  it  matters  not 
to  the  ftate  whether  fuch  fupreme  power  be  ex- 
ercifed  or  directed  by  the  Pope  or  by  the  Irifh 
Romifh  clergy  themfelves,  fo  long  as  they  main- 
tain the  dogma,  that  they  are  in  fpiritual  mat- 
ters independent  of,  and  paramount  to,  the  ftate; 
or  whether  the  Pope  be  a  weak  or  a  powerful 
temporal  prince  :  the  danger  to  the  ftate  arifes 
from  the  number  and  ftrength  of  its  own  fub- 
je&s  denying  the  ftate  to  be  competent  to  bind 
them  to  obedience  to  its  laws,  and  to  have  the 
power  within  itfelf,  to  decide  all  caufes  between 
its  own  fubjects,  without  appeal  or  application  to 
any  foreign  tribunal,  but  on  the  contrary  acknow- 
ledging the  power  of  a  tribunal  independent  of 
the  ftate  in  fpiritual  matters.    If  the  influence  of 
Pope  and  Prieft  over  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  as  you 
maintain,  is  at  an  end,  let  them  come  forward 
and  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy;  if  they  {hall 
offer  to  take  that  oath,  then,  fir,  you  may  argue 
that  mere  fpeculative  points  of  doclrine  held  by 
Romanifts,  though  contrary  to  the  faith  of  Prote- 
ftants,  fuch  as  the  adoration  of  the  blefled  virgin, 
the  invocation  of  faints,  the  belief  of  the  real  pre- 
fence  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  and 
that  moft  uncharitable  dogma,  that  the  fouls  of 
all  perfons  who  are  not  of  their  communion  are 
deftined  to  eternal  torments,  ought  not  to  ex- 
clude 


I  203  ) 


elude  them  from  the  legiflative  and  executive 
capacities :  and  your  arguments  will  have  then 
fome  weight,  though  in  all  well  regulated  States, 
perfons  publickly  maintaining  mere  fpeculative 
points  of  doctrine  contrary  to  that  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  religion,  have  been  generally  excluded 
from  any  participation  of  legiflative  and  other 
political  capacities ;  becaufe  difference  in  religi- 
ous opinions,  even  in  mere  fpeculative  points, 
has  been  generally  found  to  engender  differences 
in  political  purfuits,  and  violent  animofities, 
feuds,  and  factions  in  a  ftate,  where  the  lead- 
ers of  the  different  feels  are  poffeffed  of  a  confi- 
derable  {hare  of  political  power. 

Your  next  argument  againft  the  probability  of  Mr.  Grat- 
danger  to  the  ftate,  from  the  admiflion  of  the tans  ar~ 
Irifh  Romanifts  into  the  legiflative  and  executive  drawn1 
capacities,  is,  that  the  province  of  Canada,  part  ^rom  ^e 
of  the  Britifli  Empire,  remained  faithful  to  Bri-  the  pro- 
tain  during  the  American  war,  though  its  inha- vInce  °^ 

^  -n       •    •  a  1  Canada, 

bitants  are  Rom  an  lit  s  ;  it  is  not  itrange  that  you  examined 
mould  fluff  this  doughty  argument,  fcouted  and  and  refut" 
derided,  as  often  as  you  have  advanced  it,  into 
the  farrago  of  your  addrefs  ;  you  were  determined 
to  make  it  a  general  collection  of  all  the  rags  and 
ihreds,  you  had  employed  your  whole  life  in 
fcraping  from  every  dunghill  of  fedition  and 
treafon  in  which  you  had  rooted,  with  all  the 
induftry  of  the  collector  of  rags  for  a  paper  milL 
The  province  of  Canada  furrendered  to  the  Bri- 
tifli  arms  by  capitulation,  part  of  which  was, 

that 
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that  the  inhabitants  fhould  enjoy  their  laws  and 
religion,  in  the  fame  manner  they  had  done  be- 
fore they  fubmitted,  Britain  accepted  of  them  as 
fubjecls  on  thefe  exprefs  conditions  ;  they  ftipu- 
lated  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  which 
was  the  Romifh,  and  Britifli  faith,  always  invi- 
olable, fecured  to  them  the  full  enjoyment  of 
that  religion.  They  were,  before  their  furrender, 
governed  by  a  French  Viceroy,  they  are  now  go- 
verned by  an  Englifh  one,  exercifing,  according 
to  the  capitulation,  the  fame  powers  the  French 
Viceroy  did.    The  executive  government  of  the 
country,  and  the  military  force,  are  in  the  hands 
of  perfons  appointed  by  his  Majefty,  and  the 
people  in  general  have  no  mare  in  the  govern- 
ment :  in  fuch  a  fituation  of  things,  in  a  remote 
province,  fubjecl  to  a  great  and  powerful  nati- 
on, the  belief  of  the  people  in  the  fpiritual  fu- 
premacy  of  the  Pope,  can  do  very  little  mifchief ; 
'tis  little  more  there  than  a  mere  fpeculative  point 
of  doctrine :  But  the  cafe  is  widely  different,  in 
a  nation,  the  moft  efficient  part  of  whofe  go- 
vernment, to  wit,  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  is 
elective  by  the  people,  as  is  the  cafe  in  Ireland, 
and  the  abfurdity  of  deducing  the  political  inno- 
cence of  fuch  a  doctrine  in  Ireland,  from  its  be- 
ing found  innoxious  in  the  weak,  remote,  and 
newly  conquered,  province  of  Canada  during 
the  American  war,  the  mafs  of  whofe  inhabi- 
tants has  no  fhare  in  the  government,  is  glar- 
ing and  notorious.    But  the  loyalty  of  the  Ca- 
nadians 
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nadians  to  the  Britifli  Empire  during  that  period 
is  clearly  deducible  from  neceffity  arifing  from 
their  fituation,  and  from  the  principle  of  felf-in- 
tereft,  independent  of  all  religious  confiderati- 
ons.    There  is  only  one  entrance  to  the  province 
of  Canada  from  the  ocean,  to  wit,  the  river  St. 
Laurence  :  the  winter  is  fo  rigorous  in  that  cli- 
mate, that  this  entrance  is  locked  up  by  ice  for 
fix  months  in  the  year ;  the  fortrefs  of  Quebec, 
and  the  oppofite  fmall  ifland  of  Orleans,  fliut  up 
this  entrance  for  the  remaining  fix  months,  to  be 
opened  only  to  the  fubjecls  of  that  power,  whe- 
ther Proteftant  or   Romanift,  which  potteries 
thefe  barriers ;  and  that  power  muft  for  ages 
command  the  obedience  of  the  Canadians,  be 
they  of  what  religious  perfuafion  they  may : 
they  cannot  at  prefent  exift  for  two  feafons,  and 
hardly  for  one,  without  a  fupply  of  European 
commodities,  they  can  be  fupplied  with  them 
only  by  the  river  St.  Laurence  ;  for  between 
them  and  the  united  ftates  of  America  lies  an 
immenfe  tract,  of  country,  moftly  covered  with 
forefts,  and  thinly  inhabited  by  barbarous  and 
ferocious  tribes  of  Indians :  The  river  St.  Lau- 
rence can  be  locked  up  by  one  thoufaad  troops 
and  a  frigate  or  two  ftationed  at  Quebec  ;  thus  it. 
is  apparent  that  the  fidelity  of  the  Romilh  Cana- 
dians to  the  Britifli  Empire  during  the  American 
war,  was  founded  on  neceffity  arifing  from  fitu- 
ation,  and  from  their  interefl ;  that  no  confider- 
ation  of  religion  was  amongfl  the  caufes  of  that 

war. 


(     20G  ) 

war,  and  if  it  had  been  fo,  and  if  the  war  on 
the  part  of  the  Americans  had  been  undertaken, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fubverting  a  Proteftant  efta- 
blifhment,  and  fubftituting  a  Romifti  in  its  place, 
yet  fuch  was  the  fituation  and  neceffities  of  the 
Canadians,  that  they  mud  have  remained  faith- 
ful to  Britain  during  the  conteft.  The  lituation 
of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  is  in  every  refpecfc  differ- 
ent, and  the  deduction  of  their  loyalty,  if  in- 
vefted  with  legiflative  and  executive  authority  in 
the  ftate,  from  the  loyalty  or  rather  obedience 
of  the  Romifli  Canadians  to  the  Britifh  Empire 
during  the  American  war,  arifing  from  fituation 
and  neceflity,  is  equally  ridiculous  and  abfurd. 
You  rather  hint,  than  urge,  another  kind  of  ar- 
gument,  tacked  to  the  Canada  argument,  for 
what  you  call  the  emancipation  of  the  Roman 
Catholicks,  and  that  is,  that  his  Majefty's  allies, 
(meaning  the  Emperor  and  the  Queen  of  Portu- 
gal) are  Roman  Catholics ;  how  you  can  deduce 
that  a  part  of  his  Majefty's  Irifh  fubjecTs  being 
Roman  Catholicks,  and  not  amounting  to  more 
than  one  fixth  part  of  his  European  fubjecb, 
Ihould  be  invefted  with  the  legiflative  and  ex- 
ecutive capacities  in  his  dominions,  at  the  mani- 
feft  hazard  of  their  domeftick  tranquility,  from 
his  Majefty's  alliance  with  foreign  powers  of  the 
Roman  Cathoiick  perfuafion  againft  a  ferocious 
foreign  enemy,  is  more  than  I  can  difcover  or 
explain,  and  I  refign  that  talk  to  your  own 
amazing  fagacity  as  a  French  philofopher  and 
politician. 

After 
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After  exhibiting  thefe  egregious  fpecimens  of  Mn  Grat- 
your  argumentative  powers,  you  proceed  to  af-  tan's  afTer* 
fert  roundly,  that  the  Irifti  Romanifts  have 
good  a  right  to  feats  in  parliament,  and  tothemanifts 
enjoyment  of  the  great  offices  of  the  date,  as  the 
King  has  to  the  crown,  and  that  fuch  is  an  inde-  indefefiblc 
feafible  right.    Before  I  quote  your  infolent,  pe-  ^Jll^a 
tulant,  and  malignant  afiertions  on  this  head,  I  cipation  of 
mud  again  repeat,  that  the  Irifh  Romanifts  are  the  kg1^*- 
now  invefted  with  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  byexecutiVe 
Proteftants,  except  that  they  cannot  fit  or  vote  capacities 
in  Parliament,  nor  enjoy  a  few  great  offices  of  the  refut- 
ftate,  without  taking  the  fame  teft,  which  Pro-  ed. 
teftants  are  obliged  to  take,  to  qualify  them  for 
fitting  in  parliament,  and  enjoying  fuch  places ; 
that  fuch  teft  operates  as  an  exclufion  of  Roman- 
ifts in  thofe  particulars,  but  not  of  Proteftants  ; 
and  that  Irifh  Romanifts,  notwithftanding  that 
exclufion,  now  enjoy  a  much  greater  meafure  of 
civil  liberty,  than  the  moft  favoured  fubjecls  of 
any  other  ftate  on  the  face  of  the  earth  enjoy  at 
this  day.    The  right  of  Irifh  Romanifts  to  feats 
in  parliament  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  great 
offices  of  the  ftate  (the  only  portion  of  civil  privi- 
leges from  which  they  are  now  excluded,  and  ex- 
cluded in  the  manner  before  mentioned  only) 
you  affert  in  this  manner  :  "  The  principles  which 
*fi  placed  his  Majefty's  family  on  the  throne  were 
<c  thofe  of  liberty.    His  Irifh  fubjecls,  if  not  con- 
"  vi&ed  of  felony,  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
"  thefe  principles,  and  the  Catholics  have  in  juf- 
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"  tice  and  reafon  at  leqfl  as  good  a  right  to  liberty 
"  as  his  Majefty  has  to  the  crown  ;  we  implored 
cc  minifters  againft  fuch  an  enemy  as  democracy, 
"  a  giant  with  a  hundred  hands,  to  ally  and  iden- 
"  tify  the  King  with  all  his  people,  without  dif- 
"  tinclion  of  religion,  and  not  to  detach  him 
"  from  any  part  of  them,  to  make  a  miferable 
"  alliance  with  prieftcrafty  which  was  a  falling 
M  caufe  and  a  fuperannuated  folly*" 

Now,  fir,  it  is  admitted,  that  the  principles 
which  placed  his  Majefty's  family  on  the  throne 
were  thofe  of  civil  liberty,  and  that  all  his  fub- 
jects,  Englifh  and  Irifh,  are  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fit of  fuch  principles,  unlefs  they  forfeit  fuch  be- 
nefit, by  being  convicted  according  to  law  of 
crimes,  the  legal  punifhment  of  which  is  lofs  of 
liberty,  or  unlefs  they  entertain  principles  fub- 
verfive  of  civil  liberty  ;  all  members  of  civil  foci- 
eties,  are  obliged  to  furrender  a  portion  of  their 
natural  rights  to  the  fociety,  to  procure  the  fe- 
cure  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  that  fociety,  and 
if  any  members  of  that  fociety  hold  principles 
fubverfive  of  the  inftitution,  the  fociety  has  an 
abfolute  right  to  abridge  fuch  members  of  fuch 
parts  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  that  fociety, 
as  would  enable  them  to  difturb,  or  in  the  end 
to  fubvert  it,  if  they  were  permitted  to  exercife 
them  ;  and  fuch  right  has  in  many  inftances  been 
exercifed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  kingdom  j  the 
place  bill  is  one  which  excludes  from  the  legifla- 
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tive  capacity  perfons  who  hold,  or  fhall  hold, 
certain  places,  under  the  government,  on  the 
ground,  that  the  conduct  of  fuch  perfons,  if  ad- 
mitted into  the  legiflative  affembly,  might  be  pi- 
affed by  felf  intereft,  and  that  they  might  vote 
therein,  as  directed  by  minifters,  to  retain  the 
emolument  of  their  places,  contrary  to  the  in- 
tereft of  their  conftituents,  and  to  the  principles 
of  the  conftitution.  How  much  ftronger  are  the 
grounds  for  excluding  from  the  legiflative  capa- 
city fubjects  who  hold  doctrines  as  points  of 
faith,  not  only  contrary,  but  hoftile,  to  the  fun- 
damental  laws  of  the  ftate,  and  the  very  confti- 
tution itfelf !  The  Irifti  Romanifts  have  a  right  to 
enjoy,  and  actually  do  enjoy,  all  the  privileges  of 
the  fubjects  of  a  free  ftate,  and  are  abridged  of 
no  privileges,  except  of  fuch  as  they  cannot  be 
permitted  to  exercife,  confiftent  with  the  fafety 
of  the  ftate,  to  wit,  the  legiflative  and  executive 
functions  ;  the  latter  in  fome  inftances  only.  To 
infinuate  as  you  do,  that  all  perfons  are  flaves, 
who  do  not  enjoy  the  legiflative  and  executive 
capacities,  is  to  infinuate  a  doctrine  as  falfe  *in 
theory,  as  in  practice  ;  all  the  fubjects  of  a  ftate 
are  equally  free,  who  are  bound  by  the  fame  laws 
framed  by  perfons  elecled  by  themfelves,  and  to 
which  the  framers  are  equally  fubject  with  the 
reft  of  the  community  ;  in  fuch  fenfe  the  Irifh 
Romanifts  are  intitled  to  liberty,  and  are  free ; 
but  if  you  mean  to  aflert,  that  Irifh  Romanifts  are 
as  well  intitled  to  the  legiflative  and  executive 
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capacities  as  the  King  to  his  crown,  by  afferting 
that  they  have  the  fame  title  to  liberty  as  the 
King  to  the  fovereignty,  making  civil  liberty  to 
confift  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  legiflative  and  ex- 
ecutive capacities,  and  flavery  in  the  deprivation 
of  them,  though  fuch  deprivation  be  demanded 
by  the  fafety  of  the  ftate ;  fuch  your  dogma  is 
falfe  and  fophiftical,  and  cannot  be  fupported  on 
any  ground  of  reafon  or  civil  policy,  nor  have 
you  offered  any  one  reafon  to  fupport  it.  Your 
rant  about  deftroying  all  diftinclions  in  religion^  and 
the  miferable  alliance  of  the  King  with  prieftcraft,  a 
falling  caufe^  a  fuperannuated folly ,  you  have  ftolen, 
as  you  have  many  others,  from  your  matters  Tom 
Chubb  and  Tom  Paine  ;  this  is  the  plain  Englifh 
of  it,  let  all  religious  diftinclions  be  abolifhed  (that  is 
all  religion  ;  for  as  long  as  any  religion  fliall  re- 
main, as  there  mall  be  different  feds  of  Chrifti- 
ans,  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  Pagans  in  the  world, 
there  will  be  diftinclions  in  religion.)    Let  his 
Majefty  flight  and  violate  his  coronation  oath^  I  will 
abfolve  him  from  it !  I  am  the  Pope  of  Anti  Chri/i  ! 
Tioat  oath  contains  the  following  claufe  :  "  I  will 
"  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  maintain  the  laws 
"  of  God,  the  true  profeffion  of  the  gofpel,  and 
"  the  Proteftant  reformed  religion  eftablifhed  by 
"  law,"  That  oath  allies  the  King  to  the  Proteflant 
religion^  the  Proteftant  religion  is  prieflcraft !  it  is  a 
falling  caufe  !  it  is  fuperannuated  folly  !  In  fuch  im- 
pious rants,  purloined  from  the  workfliopsof  the 
foap-boiler  and  the  ftay-maker,  you  have  the  in- 
trepid 
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trepid  impudence  to  addrefs  the  Proteftant  elec- 
tors of  the  City  of  Dublin,  who  have  juft  fcouted 
you  from  their  reprefentation  for  your  apoftacy  f 
And  may  fuch  defperate  renegadoes  from  the  re- 
ligion and  conflitution  of  their  country,  never 
again  impofe  themfelves  by  hypocridcal  frothy  ef- 
fufions  of  mock  patriotifm,  on  the  too  eafy  cre- 
dulity, and  on  the  bounty,  of  their  honeft  chrif- 
tian  Proteftant  countrymen ! 


Your  next  argument  in  favour  of  the  Romifh  (Mr.Grat- 
claim  to  the  legiflative  and  executive  capacities  is,  ment^21* 
"  That   the  Irifti  Romanifts  had  contributed  drawn 
if  greatly  to  the  expences  of  the  war  and  had  bled  contributi- 
<c  profufely  therein."    This  argument  requires  on  of  Re- 
examination.  The  public  debt  of  the  ftate  of  Ire-  ^expen- 
land  amounts  to  fomething  more  than  feven  mil-  ces  of  the 
lions  fterling ;  this  debt  has  not  been  all  contract-  ^'rfe^ 
ed  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  na-  vice  in  the 
tion  owed  part  of  it  at  the  commencement  of  thefleet.s  and 

r  m  t  armies,  ex- 

war  ;  when  it  was  propofed  in  the  Irifti  Houfe  of  amined 

Commons  to  reduce  the  hearth-rnoney  tax,  about  a"d  refut" 

ed. ) 

feven  years  fince,  calculations  were  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  made  from  the  books  of  the  hearth- 
money  collectors,  tending  to  prove,  that  there 
were  about  two  millions  of  inhabitants  in  this 
kingdom,  who  from  their  poverty  could  not  pay 
this  tax,  amounting  only  to  four-pence  in  the 
year  each,  without  the  greateft  hardlhip  ;  of  thefe 
two  millions  fix  parts  out  of  feven  were  Roman- 
ifts. I  have  already  ftiewn  that  of  the  mafs  of 
P  2  real 
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real  and  perfonal  property  of  this  kingdom  nine- 
teen out  of  twenty  parts  are  in  the  hands  of  Pro- 
taftants,  and  four  fifths  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts 
pay  no  tax  whatfoever,  being  freed  from  the 
hearth-tax,  fo  that  all  publick  taxes  muft  be  paid 
by  the  Proteftants  and  about  one-fifth  of  the  Ro- 
manifts ;  and  on  fair  calculation  the  publick  taxes, 
eftimated  by  the  numbers  and  abilities  of  the  in- 
habitants to  pay,  will  be  found  to  be  chiefly  paid 
by  the  Irifh  Proteftants.  Ireland  has  maintained 
no  fleet  for  the  profecution  of  the  war,  and  her 
whole  annual  contributions  to  the  expence  of  a 
war,  in  which  the  Empire  is  engaged  not  for 
conqueft,  but  falvation,  do  not  amount  to  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  annual  expenditure  j  nine-parts 
out  of  ten  at  leaft  of  the  annual  expence  being 
defrayed  by  Great  Britain  ;  and  of  this  tenth 
nineteen  parts  out  of  twenty  are  paid  by  Irifh 
Proteftants,  and  in  return  for  the  pittance  which 
Romanifts  have  contributed  to  the  expences  of 
the  war,  they  have  fhared  the  benefit  of  an  in- 
creafed  trade,  growing  out  of  the  ruin  of  that  of 
the  enemy;  the  annual  exports  of  linen  in  parti- 
cular, the  ftaple  manufacture  of  the  nation,  hav- 
ing been  almoft  doubled  during  the  war,  the  fame 
manufacture  in  Holland  and  the  Netherlands,  be- 
ing annihilated  by  that  calamity.  But  fuppofing 
the  Romifh  fubjecls  of  this  nation,  bore  an  equal 
portion  of  the  publick  burthens  impofed  for  the 
fupporc  of  the  war  with  their  Proteftant  fellow 
fubjects,  are  they  not  fully  repaid  by  the  protec- 
tion 
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tion  and  fecurity  afforded  them  by  a  government 
whofe  very  bafis  is  civil  liberty  ?  Is  not  every  fub- 
jecl:  bound  to  fupport  with  his  life  and  his  pro- 
perty that  government  which  fecures  to  him  the 
enjoyment  of  his  life  and  property  ?  And  does 
the  pitiful  contribution  to  the  publick  burthens 
which  can  be  extracted  from  the  poverty  of  the 
Irifh  Romanift,  to  be  employed  in  defraying  the 
expence  neeeffarily  difburfed  on  his  own  protec- 
tion, which  he  is  obliged  by  Jaw  to  pay,  and  is 
not  a  voluntary  contribution,  give  him  a  title  to 
the  legiflative  capacity  in  a  ftate,  the  fupremacy 
of  whofe  laws  for  internal  regulation  he  makes  it 
a  point  of  confeience  to  difclaim?  Such  political 
anomalies  can  be  fuggefted  only  by  the  head,  dif- 
tracted  by  the  aches  of  difappointed  avarice  and 
ambition ;  and  the  heart  labouring  with  the 
throes  of  fedition,  privy  confpiracy  and  rebel- 
lion ! 

The  other  fupport  of  the  claim  of  Irifh  Roma- 
nifts  to  the  legiflative  and  executive  capacities 
which  you  urge,  to  wit,  that  they  have  bled  pro- 
fufely  in  the  war,  will  be  found,  on  examination, 
to  be  equally  weak  with  that  of  contribution  to  the 
expences.  Thank  heaven !  Britons  have  not 
bled  profufely  in  this  war,  they  have  experienc- 
ed no  defeats,  they  have  uniformly,  when  en- 
gaged triumphed  over  their  enemies ;  fome  blood 
they  have  loft,  but  let  us  fee  what  proportion  of 
that  was  drained  from  the  veins  of  Irifti  Roma- 
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(    "4  ) 

nifts,  fighting  under  the  banners  of  the  Britilh 
empire.  The  navy  is  manned  and  the  army  com- 
pofed  of  the  fubje&s  of  the  empire  indifcrimi- 
nately,  and  in  refpect  to  the  navy,  as  the  relative 
number  of  Britifh  feamen  in  proportion  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  exceeds  the  relative 
number  of  Irifh  feamen  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Ireland,  the  {hipping  of  Great  Bri- 
tain exceeding  the  fhipping  of  Ireland  in  a  much 
greater  ratio  than  the  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  former  exceeds  that  of  the  latter,  the  num- 
ber of  Britifh  feamen  employed  in  the  navy, 
muft  exceed  the  number  of  Irifh  feamen  employ- 
ed in  that  fervice,  in  nearly  the  fame  ratio  :  I 
have  already  proved  from  the  proportion  of  the 
furface  of  Great  Britain  to  that  of  Ireland  (fup- 
pofing  the  population  of  both  kingdoms  to  be  in 
exact  proportion  to  their  refpective  furfaces)  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  of  Britain  exceed  the 
number  Gf  inhabitants  of  Ireland  in  the  proporti- 
on of  feven,  to  two  and  that  nearly  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  Britain  and  one  third  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Ireland  are  Proteftants,  fo  that  the  grofs  pro- 
portion of  Proteftant  inhabitants  in  the  Britifh 
iflands  to  the  Romifh  inhabitants  on  that  fuppo- 
fition,  is  nearly  as  fix  to  one :  from  fuch  calculati- 
on, it  plainly  follows,  that  the  proportion  of  Pro- 
teftants ferving  in  the  navy,  to  Romanifts  in  the 
fame  fervice,  is  as  eight,  if  not  nine  or  ten  to 
one ;  and  in  the  army  as  fix  to  one ;  it  is  notori- 
ous, that  all  the  officers  and  foldiers  enter  into  the 
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army,  as  into  a  profeffion,  by  which  they  hope 
to  obtain  an  honourable  livelihood,  and  that  not 
one  in  ten  thoufand  becomes  a  foldier,  from  the 
mere  principle  of  ferving  his  country  ;  they  are 
paid  for  their  fervice  by  their  country,  which 
counts  on  their  gratitude  for  being  fo  paid  and 
employed  ;  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  feamen 
and  marines :  The  foldier  and  the  mariner  are 
the  obliged  parties,  and  not  the  country,  or  the 
government  that  employs  them  :  how  then  does 
it  follow  from  a  comparatively  fmall  portion  of 
the  army  and  navy  being  compofed  of  Irifh  Ro- 
manians, paid  by  the  ftate  for  their  fervices,  that 
they,  profeffing  principles  as  points  of  faith,  fub- 
verfive  of  the  fupremacy  and  conftitution  of  the 
ftate,  have  a  right  to  legiflative  and  executive  capa- 
cities in  the  ftate  ?  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  all 
the  officers  in  the  navy  and  in  the  army  ferving 
in  Great  Britain  are  Proteftants,  and  muft  be  fo, 
by  the  laws  there  in  force  ;  and  that  almoft  all 
the  officers  ferving  in  the  Irifh  army  are  alfo 
Proteftants.  Some  Roniifh  officers  have  lately  ob- 
tained commiffions  in  the  Irifh  army  ;  they  were. 
Irifh  gentlemen,  who  being,  by  the  Popery  laws 
now  repealed,  difqualified  to  ferve  in  the  armies 
of  the  Britifh  Empire,  accepted  of  commiffions  in 
the  armies  of  France,  whilft  its  government  was 
monarchical ;  the  French  monarchy  being  over- 
turned, they  no  longer  thought  themfelves  bound 
to  ferve  in  the  French  armies;  they  had  originally 
engaged  to  ferve  a  monarch,  and  they  difdained 

to 
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to  fcrve  the  gang  of  afiaflins  who  had  ufurped  the 
government  of  that  country  ;  they  were  foldiers 
of  fortune,  and  had  no  fubfiftence,  fave  what 
they  could  procure  by  their  fwords :  yet  with 
great  fpirit  and  honour  they  abandoned  the  ar- 
mies of  France,  and  attached  themfelves  to  thofe 
of  the  coalefced  powers,  in  which  they  ferved 
with  fignal  bravery,  under  every  difadvantage  of 
penury  and  diftrefs  ;  their  country  viewed  their 
conduct  and  fituation  with  admiration  and  com- 
panion ;  though  they  had  long  ferved  in  the  ranks 
of  her  natural  enemy,  their  fufferings  and  their 
merit  awoke  her  parental  affection  for  them,  fhe 
pardoned  their  patt  trangreflions,  took  them  to 
her  bofom,  and  gave  them  employment  in  her 
armies,  in  which  many  of  them  have  fallen, 
bravely  fighting  for  their  king  and  country,  de- 
ferving  of  a  better  fate,  and  the  remainder  ferve 
with  diftinguifhed  honour,  fidelity,  courage  and 
ability  ;  but  the  claim  of  Irifh  Romanifts,  to  the 
legiflative  and  executive  capacities,  cannot  be 
fupported  on  the  gratitude  of  the  Mate  to  thefe 
gentlemen  for  their  fervices  ;  every  body  muft  fee 
that  the  weight  of  the  obligation  lies  on  their 
fide. 

You  flate,  fir,  that  to  your  meafure,  which  you 
with  fo  much  fraud  ftile  the  emancipation  of  the 
catholicks,  it  was  objected,  tc  that  it  was  irrecon- 
**  cileable  with  the  fafety  of  the  king."  I  do  not 
recoiled  that  any  fuch  objection  was  made  to  it ; 

but 
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but  to  this  objection  of  your  own  making,  you 
infert  the  following  anfwer  as  petulant  as  it  is 
fraudulent,  <c  That  the  capacities  of  three  fourths 
"  of  the  people  mould  not  be  made  a  perfonal 
<c  compliment  to  his  majefty  :"  Your  infolence 
in  dragging  in  the  name  of  his  majefty  on  all  occa- 
fions,  that  you  may  take  opportunities  of  avow- 
ing your  hoftility  to  monarchy  in  a  contemptu- 
ous manner,  is  too  obvious  to  be  overlooked. 
The  fraud  of  your  anfwer  confifts  in  your  mag- 
nifying the  relative  number  of  Irifh  Romanifts, 
and  infinuating,   that    the  rejection  of  their 
claim  to  the  legiflative  and  executive  capacities, 
firft  ftarted  and  purfued  by  you,  is  founded  on 
the  gratification  of  the  mere  whim  and  caprice  of 
his  majefty,  and  thereby  endeavouring  to  fofter 
and  encourage  their  republican  opinions,  by  in- 
fpiring  them  with  a  perfonal  diflike  to  their  fo^ 
vereign ;  the  reafons  I  have  before  ftated  were 
urged  againft  your  men  in  re  of  emancipation,  and 
it  was  afferted,  and  truly,  that  fuch  a  meafure 
would  weaken,  if  not  fubvert,  the  proteftant  efta- 
blifhment  in  Ireland,  and  that  his  majefty  could 
never  confent  to  fuch  a  meafure,  becaufe  his 
confent  would  be  a  violation  of  his  coronation 
oath,  by  which  he  fwore  he  would  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power  maintain  the  protejlant  reformed  religion 
as  eftablifhed  by  law  ;  but  it  never  was  afferted  or 
admitted,«either  in  debate  or  otherwife,  that  the 
Irifh  Rornanift  would  be  able  to  endanger  his 
majefty's  fafety  by  a  rebellion,  in  cafe  his  majefty 
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fhould  refufe  his  confent  to  fuch  a  meafure ;  it 
was  indeed  afferted,  that  fuch  a  rebellion,  (which 
was  repeatedly  threatened  by  you,)  would  be  at- 
tended by  their  own  ruin  and  destruction,  as  was 
the  cafe  in  former  Irifh  rebellions.    You  (late, 
and  for  once  you  ftate  truly,  that  it  was  objected 
to  fuch  a  meafure,  "that  it  was  irreconcileable  to 
f<  the  connexion  of  Ireland  with  England,"  and 
your  anfwer  to  this  objection  is  the  effence  of  de- 
ception and  fedition;  it  is  thus,  "  Such  argument 
"  is  of  a  dangerous  and  infulring  nature,  for  it 
"  amounts  to  a  declaration,  that  the  privileges 
"  of  a  vaft  portion  of  a  nation  mould  be  facrific- 
"  ed  to  another  country,  that  it  was  not  the  old 
"  internal  queftion,  whether  the  privileges  of 
"  one  part  of  Ireland  mould  be  facrificed  to  the 
rt  ambition  of  the  other,  but  whether  a  vaft  de- 
"  fcription  of  the  people  of  Ireland  mould  be  fa- 
"  crificed  to  England youthen  proceed  to  ftate 
the  following  cafe  :  "  Suppofe  Ireland  the  feat 
"  of  government,  and  that  for  the  better  fecur- 
rt  ing  the  fafety  of  the  king  here  refident,  and 
"  the  connexion  of  Great  Britain  with  Ireland, 
"  tj^t  the  Irifh  mould  incapacitate  all  the  pro- 
"  teftants  of  England,  the  fame  affection  which 
"  England  on  that  fuppofition  would  afford  to 
c*  the  Irifh,  the  fame  affection  has  {he  now  a  right 
£C  to  expect  from  Ireland."  Before  I  comment  jkft^ 
the  venom  of  this  anfwer,  I  mall  expoferits  fophi- 
Connexi-  flry  and  inanity ;  it  is  entirely  founded  on  the 
England  amimPt*on  °^       Allowing  propofition,  that  the 
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connexion  of  the  two  countries,  is  folely  for  the  and  Ire- 

advantage  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  for  the  ad-  Jy^^ 

vantage  of  Ireland.    This  proportion  has  been  tageous  to 

maintained  by  all  theRomilh  orators  at  the  aflem- both'  but 
*  ,  more  par- 

bly  of  the  popular  and  energetick  Romanifts  at  ticularlyto 
Francis-ftreet  chapel  before  mentioned,  particu- Ireland- 
larly  by  Keogh  and  Mc'Neven  two  of  your  Ro- 
mifti  committee ;  they  indeed  went  a  little  fur- 
ther, and  ftated,  that  the  connexion  was  deftruc- 
tive  to  Ireland :  yet  no  propofition  can  be  falfer 
in  fact;  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries 
is  highly  advantageous  to  both,  they  are  each 
parts  of  one  and  the  fame  empire,  and  as  the 
limbs  derive  life  and  vigour  from  the  trunk  in 
the  human  frame,  and  as  its  difmemberment 
tends  to  its  diffolution,  and  the  feparated  limbs 
lofe  all  animation  before  the  trunk,  the  cafe  is 
precifely  the  fame  in  Rates  and  empires.  If  Ire- 
land mould  be  feparated  from  Great  Britain,  the 
deftruction  of  Ireland  as  an  independent  nation, 
muft  precede  that  of  Great  Britain.  Great 
Britain  might  perhaps  be  able  to  fupport  herfelf 
in  an  independent  Hate,  though  Ireland  fhould 
be  torn  from  her,  Ireland  never  could ;  there  is 
no  man,  who  confiders  the  prefent  ftate  of  Eu- 
rope, but  muft  admit,  that  Ireland  could  not  by 
her  own  ftrength  fever  herfelf  from  Britain,  me 
muft  be  indebted  to  a  foreign  nation  for  effecting 
fuch  a  revolution,  if  at  all  practicable  ;  and  fhe 
muft  conftantly  increafe  that  debt  to  maintain  the 
revolution,  until  the  debt  equalled  her  full  value, 
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then  me  would  become  the  property  of  the  morU 
gagee,  and  be  reduced  to  flavery  for  the  fatif- 
faction  of  the  debt.  Let  us  now  compare  the  fitu- 
ation  of  Ireland  connected  with  Great  Britain, 
with  her  fituation,  if  fevered  from  it.  At  prefent, 
as  one  of  the  French  conventionifts  ftated,  the 
marine  has  made  Europe  the  miftrefs  of  the 
world,  and  Great  Britain  the  miftrefs  of  Eu- 
rope. Ireland  under  the  protection  of  the  invin- 
cible Britifli  navy,  and  without  being  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  fingle  {hip  of  War,  exports  her  manu- 
factures to  all  parts  of  the  earth,  acceffible  to 
fhips,  fhe  has  the  full  advantage  of  the  trade  of 
the  Britifh  colonies  and  fifheries,  fhe  is  protected 
by  the  fame  means  from  all  Invafion  of  foreign 
enemies,  and  in  the  midft  of  a  war,  which  has 
ruined  and  defolated  the  fmeft  parts  of  Europe, 
fhe  has  extended  her  trade,  and  manufactures ; 
and  if  undifturbed  by  domeftick  traitors  and  in- 
cendiaries, would  have  remained  in  a  ftate  of  the 
moft  perfect  internal  tranquillity  and  profperity  ; 
at  the  fame  time  her  publick  burthens,  if  efti- 
mated  by  her  ability  and  fecurity,  and  compared 
with  thofe  of  other  countries,  and  even,  of  part 
of  the  Britifh  empire,  are  infignificant. 

But  what  would  be  the  fituation  of  Ireland,  if 
fevered  from  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  fuppofi- 
don  that  fhe  was  able  to  fupport  herfelf  as  an  in- 
dependent fta^e,  which  I  have  already  fhewn  is 
impracticable  ?  Ihe  would  in  fuch  cafe  lofe  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Britifli  navy,  die  muft  either  create 
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a  navy  at  a  great  publick  expence,  or  her  fo- 
reign trade,  without  which,  being  an  iflandcom* 
paratively  fmall,  flie  could  not  fubfift,  muft  be  at 
the  mercy  of  every  other  maritime  flate ;  and 
fuch  is  the  limited  nature  of  her  refources,  that 
me  never  could  hope,  in  any  degree  of  probable 
profperity,  to  be  able  to  maintain  a  navy  capable 
of  coping  with  the  navies  of  the  great  maritime 
powers  of  Europe,  and  fcarcely  with  the  fmaller 
ones,  or  with  the  Barbary  pirates :  confequently 
ihe  muft  be  obliged  always  to  crouch  beneath  the 
dominion,  infults,  and  oppreflion,  of  fuch  ftates, 
and  her  trade  muft  be  burthened  with  taxes  and 
impofitions  equal  to  the  fupport  of  a  navy  ;  {he 
would  be  excluded  from  the  whole  trade  of  the 
Britifh  Weft  Indian  colonies,  and  from  the  fifhe- 
ries  of  New  foundland,  and  the  gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence  ;  her  manufactures,  which  by  the  late 
regulations  in  the  Eaft  India  trade,  found  their 
way  to  the  eaft,  would  lofe  that  mart ;  her  Bal- 
tick  trade,  whence  alone  fhe  could  be  fupplied 
with  naval  ftores,  particularly  timber,  of  which 
fhe  has  not  now  of  her  own  growth,  fufficient 
to  build  a  wherry,  would  be  interrupted  and  cut 
off  at  the  pleafure  of  Great  Britain,  and  her 
channel  trade  would  lie  under  the  fame  difadvan- 
tage  ;  in  the  event  of  a  war  between  her  and 
Great  Britain  (which  muft  frequently  happen,  if 
our  demogogues  are  to  be  credited,  who  affert 
that  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  two  coun- 
tries are  incompatible)  all  her  eaflern  ports  muft 
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be  clofed,  and  her  foreign  commerce  annihilated, 
from  Derry  to  Kinfale;  it  is  evident  that  inter- 
nal poverty,  mifery,  defolation,  and  fubjugation 
to  the  horrible  tyranny  of  the  French  afiaflins 
would  in  the  end  be  the  inevitable  fate  of  Ire- 
land, if  feparated  from  the  Britifh  Empire  ;  and 
I  confole  myfelf  and  my  country  men  on  the 
impracticability  of  the  fcheme,  even  though  the 
execution  of  it  fhould  be  undertaken  by  you,  fir^ 
and  your  aflbciates.  The  argument  however 
againft  your  emancipation  meafure  as  you  call  it, 
that  it  is  irreconcileable  to  the  connexion  of  England 
and  Ireland^  does  not  amount  to  a  declaration, 
that  the  privileges  of  a  vaft  or  of  any  portion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  are  to  be  facrificed  to 
the  interefts  of  another  country,  as  you  ftlle 
Great  Britain  ;  or  as  you  more  emphatically  ftate 
it,  that  a  vaji  defer iption  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
fhould  be  facrificed  to  England  ;  but  it  does  amount 
to  a  declaration,  that  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland, 
one  full  third  of  the  inhabitants  in  number,  and 
nineteen  parts  out  of  twenty  in  energy,  power, 
and  property,  do  conceive,  that  the  grant  of  the 
legiflative  and  higher  executive  capacities  to  the 
other  two  thirds,  who  hold  principles,  as  articles 
of  faith,  fubverfive  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
Britifh  Empire,  of  which  Ireland  is  but  a  part, 
would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  interefts,  not 
of  Great  Britain  alone,  but  of  Ireland  alfo,  and 
would  be  irreconcilable  to  the  connexion  between 
the  two  countries,  in  as  much  as  it  would  tend 
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to  fubvert  that  conftitution  in  Ireland,  which  is 
and  ought  to  be,  the  common  conftitution  of  the 
two  countries,  and  to  loofe  and  flacken  the  bands 
of  that  connexion  on  which  depends  not  only 
the  profperity  of  Ireland,  but  its  falvation  ;  and 
which  connexion  it  is  more  the  intereft  of  Ireland 
to  preferve  indiffoluble,  than  it  is  of  Great  Britain, 
though  its  prefervation  is  the  intereft  of  both  ; 
and  in  as  much  alfo  as  the  Romanifts  of  Ireland 
amount  to  about  a  fixth  part  only  of  the  Euro- 
pean population  of  the  Britifti  Empire,  and  pof- 
fefs  not  one  hundredth  part  of  its  ftrength  and 
energy,  and  therefore  cannot  upon  any  grounds 
either  of  reafon  or  civil  policy  claim  fuch  capaci- 
ties. Another  argument  to  prove  that  fuch  eman- 
cipation would  injure  the  connexion  of  the  two 
countries,  which  has  been  often  urged  againft  you, 
and  which  you  have  never  anfwered,  is,  that 
the  (landing  committee  of  the  Irifli  Romanifts, 
whom  you  conftantly  ftate  to  be  the  legitimate 
reprefentatives  of  the  whole  Romanifts  of  Ireland, 
and  to  whofe  orders  and  direclions  a  very  great 
portion  of  the  Irifli  Romanifts  have  in  fact  regu- 
larly fubmitted,  and  who  are  the  perfons  whom 
you  ftile  the  popular  and  energetick  part  of  that  com* 
munion,  with  whom  alone  of  all  that  body  you 
have  any  connexion,  and  who  are  your  organs 
with  that  body,  have  publickly  and  folemnly  de- 
clared their  inveterate  and  rancorous  hoftility 
againft  the  connexion  of  England  and  Ireland  ; 
and  their  determined  purpofe  to  attempt  a  repa- 
ration 
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ration  of  the  two  countries,  and  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  republick  in  Ireland,  whenever  they  (hall 
have  an  opportunity.  See  their  fpeeches  in  Fran- 
cis-ftreet  Chapel,  publifhed  by  the  authority  of 
this  committee,  and  other  their  daily  publicati- 
ons in  the  Romifti  journals* 

The  cafe,  fir,  you  have  put  by  no  means  ap- 
plies to  the  arguments  ufed  againft  your  emanci- 
pation fcheme,  when  fairly  explained  :  To  place 
the  exclufion  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  from  the 
legiflative  and  higher  executive  capacities  in  Ire- 
land (which  you  fuppofe,  contrary  to  fact,  to  be 
effected  by  the  Englifh  Proteftants  when  it  is  real- 
ly effected  by  the  Irifh  Proteftants)  in  a  ridiculous 
light,  you  put  your  cafe  to  fhew,  that  it  would 
be  as  reafonable  for  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  if  the 
King  was  refident  in  Ireland,  to  incapacitate  all 
the  Englifh  Proteftants,  as  for  the  Englifh  Protef- 
tants, the  King  refiding  in  England,  to  incapaci- 
tate the  Irifli  Romanifts.   In  the  firft  place  your 
cafe  is  built  on  a  falfity,  to  wit,  that  the  Englifh 
Proteftants  have  incapacitated  the  Irifh  Roman- 
ifts ;  if  called  upon,  they  would,  as  good  fubjecls, 
affift  the  Irifh  Proteftants  in  extinguifhing  the 
flames  of  rebellion,  if  they  fhould  blaze  forth  in 
Ireland  on  the  fcore  of  this  incapacity,  becaufe  in 
fo  doing  they  would  only  fupport  the  general 
conftitution  of  the  Britifh  Empire  ;  but  fuppofing 
the  fituation  of  affairs  both  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  to  be  as  you  have  ftated.  I  £hall  examine 
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the  juftice  of  your  application  of  the  cafe.  The 
whole  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  may  be  faid 
to  be  Proteftants,  for  the  Romanifts  among  them 
are  fo  few  in  number,  not  being  one  in  two  or 
three  hundred,  that  they  may  be  reputed,  what 
the  Mathematicians  call,  an  evanefcent  quantity ; 
the  inhabitants  are  four  times  more  numerous 
than  thofe  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland,  two-thirds  only  are  Romanifts ;  the  reft 
are  Proteftants  :  to  prefer ve  any  degree  of  confift- 
ency  in  your  cafe,  you  muft  fuppofe  the  LMonarch 
of  the  Britifti  Iflands,  refident  in  Ireland  to  be  a 
Romanift,  and  the  eftablifhed  religion  to  be  Ro- 
mifh ;  you  then  fuppofe  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  not 
one  fixth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifti  iflands, 
able  to  incapacitate  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland  of  Great  Britain!  And  you  ftate  exprefsly, 
"  that  you  were  jufl'ified  in  making  thefe  fuppofitions 
your  deduction  from  it  is,  "  that  Ireland  is  not 
"  bound  to  afford  greater  affeclion  to  England  now, 
"  than  England  would  be  bound  to  afford  to  her  on 
"  the  fuppofition  of  the  reality  of  fuch  cafe"  or  in 
plain  JEnglifh,  that  the  Romifh  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
land are  now  bound  to  hate  and  deteft  the  inha- 
bitants of  Great  Britain,  as  much  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  latter,  would  be  bound  to  hate  and 
deteft  the  inhabitants  of  the  former,  if  your  cafe 
was  real ;  but  your  cafe,  fir,  will  not  juftify  your 
deduction,  becaufe  it  is  more  confonant  to  the 
rules  of  juftice  to  incapacitate  a  portion  of  the  in- 
habitants of  one  nation  part  of  a  great  empire, 
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about  one-fixth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
empire,  if  their  principles  are  hoftile  to  the  gene- 
ral conftitution,  than  all  the  inhabitants  of  ano- 
ther nation  part  of  the  fame  empire  near  four 
times  larger  than  the  nation  whofe  inhabitants 
are  partially  incapacitated,  and  at  leaft  fifty  times 
more  powerful  ;  and  therefore  the  Irifli  Roman- 
ifts,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  have  lefs  right 
to  complain  of  their  incapacity,  than  the  whole 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  would  have,  in  the 
cafe  you  fuppofe,  and  confequently  their  degree 
of  refentment  againft  thofe  who  incapacitated 
them  ftiould  be  lefs ;  but  in  truth,  fir,  your 
whole  argument,  and  your  cafe  compofe  one  heap 
of  moft  extravagant  abfurdity  ;  you  attempt  to 
eftablifh  by  ftudied  falfehood,  deception,  fophif- 
try,  and  improbable  fictions,  the  monftrous  doc- 
trine, that  the  ftate  is  guilty  of  oppreflion,  in  ex- 
cluding from  the  legiflative  and  higher  executive 
capacities,  a  clafs  of  fubje&s,  fcarce  amounting 
in  number  to  a  fixth  part  of  the  whole  ;  and  in 
power  and  property,  when  compared  with  their 
fellow  fubjects,  inconuderable ;  whofe  avowed 
principles  are  hoftile  to  the  eftablilhed  conftituti- 
on both  in  church  and  ftate. 

But  notwithftanding  the  general  flimfinefs  and 
abfurdity  of  your  arguments,  which  you  endea- 
vour at  the  fame  time  to  difguife  and  prop,  by 
afluming  a  kind  of  dogmatick  importance,  they 
are  fufficiently  fupplied  with  venom  and  maligni- 
ty > 
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ty ;  the  flaver  and  fpume  of  a  toad  are  not  the 
lefs  poifonous,  becaufe  they  are  frothy ;  and  in 
this  laft  argument  your  malicious  purpofe  of  ani- 
mating the  Irifli  Romanifls  againft  their  Protec- 
tant fellow  fubjects,  Irifh  as  well  as  Englilh,  is 
eminently  prominent.  You  ftate  that  the  old 
internal  queftion  in  this  kingdom  was,  whether 
the  privileges  of  one  part  of  Ireland  mould  be  fa- 
crificed  to  another,  intimating  that  the  privileges 
of  the  Irifh  Romanifls  have  been  always  hereto- 
fore facrificed  to  the  ambition  of  Irifh  Protef- 
tants  ;  but  that  now  the  queftion  is,  whether  a 
vaft  defcription  of  the  people  of  Ireland  fliould  be 
facrificed  to  England,  and  that  fuch  queftion  is 
of  an  infulting  nature,  and  that  it  is  England 
which  incapacitates  the  Irifli  Romanifls  :  Where 
you  mention  the  influence  of  the  Englifli  cabinet 
in  Ireland,  you  aflert  that  the  nation  is  under  a 
foreign  yoke,  that  is,  that  England,  as  to  Ireland, 
is  a  foreign  nation,  and  where  you  advife  the  Irifli 
who  are  rich  and  great,  fo  foon  as  an  infurreclti- 
on  fliall  break  out  in  Ireland,  to  join  the  infur- 
gents,  whom  you  call  the  country,  you  mention 
the  court  of  England,  that  is  the  court  of  the 
Empire,  as  a  remote  court,  as  the  court  of  a  fo- 
reign Prince :  At  the  very  time  you  wrote  thefe 
inflammatory  paragraphs,  to  create  and  aggra- 
vate national  animofities,  in  fupport  of  the  joint 
plan  of  feparation  of  yourfelf  and  your  colleague 
Tone,  no  man  knew  better  than  yourfelf  that 
they  were  all  falfe  >  you  well  know  that  the  inca- 
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pacities  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  were  the  work  of 
the  Irifh  Proteftants  for  their  own  prote&ion, 
and  not  of  the  Englifli ;  you  well  know  that  the 
feveral  acts  patted  in  Ireland  thefe  twenty  years 
lad  paft  for  repealing  the  popery  laws,  and  par- 
ticularly the  act  of  the  year  1793,  would  never 
have  panned  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  had  not 
the  interefl  of  government,  and  in  fact  what  is 
called  the  Englifh  intereft,  joined  the  party  in  the 
Houfe,  which  fupported  thefe  acts  of  repeal : 
When  you  ftile  Great  Britain  a  foreign  nation, 
and  the  court  of  St.  James's  a  foreign  court,  you 
feem  to  forget,  or  at  leaft  to  overlook,  the  ads 
of  the  Irifh  parliament,  declaring  Ireland  to  be 
infeparably  annexed  to  and  dependent  on,  the 
imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  acts 
enjoining  the  oath  of  fupremacy  to  be  taken  in 
Ireland,  the  words  of  which  oath  are,  "  That  no 
"foreign  prince,  prelate,  flate,  or  potentate,  hath 
"  or  ought  to  have  any  jurildi&ion,  power,  fupe- 
"  riority,  pre-eminence,  or  authority  ecclefiaftical 
"  or  fpiritual,  within  this  realm     and  that  if 
Great  Britain  be  a  foreign  country,  and  the  King 
of  it  confequently  a  foreign  Prince,  the  Irifli 
Proteftants  by  that  oath  abjure  the  ecclefiaftical 
authority  of  his  Majefty,  in  direct  defiance  of  our 
own  laws  and  ftatutcs.    But  you  are  fo  fet  upon 
the  execution  of  your  plan,  to  feparate  the  two 
nations,  that  you  abandon  all  pretence  to  truth 
and  candour  in  the  purfuit,  you  run  head-long 
into  all  kinds  of  abfurdity ;  and  are  confident  in 
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one  point  only,  that  is,  in  an  inveterate  hoftility 
againft  the  conftitution  of  your  country  in  church 
and  ftate. 


A  gentleman  of  learning  and  ability  lately  in  a  Remarks 
pamphlet  entitled,  "  Some  Obfervations  on  alateon  a  Pam* 
"  Addrefs  to  the  Citizens  of  Dublin,"  expofed  titled' 
with  equal  fpirit  and  truth  many  of  your  abfur-^  Some 
dities,  and  many  of  your  falfehoods,  contained  «  vations 
in  this  your  addrefs.    He  has  proved  to  a  demon- "  on  a  late 
fixation,  that  the  prefent  difturbances  in  this  (( t0  the 
country  did  not  arife  from  the  influence  of  the  "  Citizens 
Britifh  cabinet,  from  attempts  of  the  minifter  to  "t  ^fn1^" 
fubvert  the  parliamentary  conflitution  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  ;  nor  from  the  treatment  of 
his  Majefty's  Catholic  fubjecls  as  afferted  by  you  ; 
and  he  has  detected  and  expofed  your  ignorance, 
and  your  malice,  in  your  account  of  what  you 
ftile  with  fuch  claflick  elegance  (allowing  your 
attick  companions  friars  O'Leary  and  Hufley  to 
be  claflicks)  the  birth  of  the  borough  inundation. 
There  are  however  fome  points  in  which  I  can- 
not agree  with  this  writer,  and  as  they  are  points 
on  which  much  of  the  public  tranquillity  depends, 
and  as  I  efteem  the  author  to  be  a  friend  to  the 
conflitution,  whofe  authority  muft  have  conflde- 
rable  weight,  1  deem  it  neceffary  here  to  examine 
his  arguments  on  thofe  points,  and  explain  my 
reafons  for  diflenting  from  him  ;  not  as  his  poli- 
tical antagonift,  but  as  a  friend  to  the  conflitu- 
tion alfo,  who  when  he  differs  in  opinion  from 
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any  other  of  its  fupportcrs,  and  particularly  from 
a  perfon  of  fo  much  ability  as  this  writer,  deems 
it  a  compliment  due  to  him,  to  lay  before  him, 
and  the  publick,  the  ground  of  his  opinion. 

He  dates  cc  that  eligibility  to  certain  great 
"  offices  of  the  (late,  and  feats  in  the  Legiflature 
cc  (that  is  the  legiflative  and  higher  executive 
"  capacities)  have  been  withheld  from  Roman 
"  Catholic  gentlemen,  but  not  from  the  lower 
"  orders  of  that  communion,  becaufe  it  is  mo- 
"  rally  impoffible  for  men  in  their  rank  of  life, 
"  to  attain  fuch  fituations  :  that  fuch  ineligibi- 
<c  lity  is  calculated  to  wound  a  very  natural 
"  pride  in  Roman  Catholic  noblemen  and  gen- 
"  tlemen,  and  to  create  amongft,  them  a  well 
"  warranted  difcontent,  that  it  is  a  fpecies  of  ftig- 
€C  ma  that  muft  be  galling  to  men  of  birth  and 
"  property,  that  fuch  difcontent  does  reign 
"  amongft  the  ariftocracy  of  the  Roman  Catho- 

lie  communion,  that  it  is  to  be  regretted  when 
"  in  1793  (the  Era  of  the  palling  of  the  laft  aft 
<c  for  the  relief  of  Irifli  Romanics)  the  political 
"  principle,  which  could  alone  juftify  Roman 
cc  Catholic  political  excluiion,  was  totally  given 
"  up9  that,  any  of  thofe  political  exclufions  fliould 
<f  be  fuffered  to  remain,  it  was  preferving  the 
"  hardfhip,  and  at  the  fame  time  acknowledging 
<c  the  injuftice  of  impofing  it,  and  then  he  con- 
"  eludes,  that  there  is  no  man  who  has  the  ca- 
"  pacity  of  obferving  and  reflecting,  who  has 
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"  watched  the  progrefs  of  opinion,   who  has 
"  feen  the  change  that  within  the  laft  three  years 
"  has  in  this  country,  taken  place  in  the  Pro- 
"  teftant  mind,  and  the  effects  upon  the  under- 
"  ftandings  of  all  men  produced  by  the  prefent 
u  moft  extraordinary  and  eventful  times,  that 
"  muft  not  be  in  his  confcience  convinced,  that 
"  the  period  cannot  be  diftant,  nay  that  it  muft 
u  be  very  near,  when  all  heart-burnings  and 
"  diffenfions  upon  this  remaining  branch  of  a 
*c  queftion,  that  in  all  its  various  parts,  has  fo 
"  long  agitated  the  country,  fhall  be  for  ever 
*f  laid  afleep,  by  the  arrival  of  that  happy  day 
cc  for  Ireland,  when  all  her  fons  fhall  form  but 
cc  one  people,  and  the  Proteftant  fhall  know  of 
cc  no  difference  between  him  and  the  Catholic, 
"  the  Catholic  know  of  none  between  him  and 
€C  the  Proteftant,  fave  only  that  it  is  at  different 
u  altars  y  that  they  worjhip  the  fame  God"  Thus, 
fir,  this  author,  though  he  proves  that  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  meafure  of  Catholic  emancipation, 
as  you  call  it,  has  not  been  one  of  the  caufes  of 
the  prefent  diffracted  ftate  of  the  country,  yet 
admits,  that  it  is  a  meafure  which  very  fpeedily 
will  be  adopted ;  and  that  the  legiflative,  and 
higher  executive  capacities,  will  be  immediately 
conceded  to  the  Irifii  Romanifts,  in  as  full  an  ex- 
tent as  you  can  poffibly  contend  for  ;  his  reafons 
briefly  are,  lft,  that  all  which  has  been  done  for 
the  Irifh  Romanifts  by  the  repeal  of  the  popery 
laws  has  operated  in  favour  of  the  democracy  of 
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that  communion,  who  have  not  merited  it  fo 
much  as  the  ariftocracy  ;  and  that  it  is  reafonable, 
that  fomething  fhould  be  done  for  the  Romifh 
ariftocracy,  who  have  good  caufe  to  be  difcon- 
tented  with  their  prefent  fituation.  And  fecond- 
]y,  that  a  great  change  has  happened  in  the  minds 
of  Proteftants  in  favour  of  thofe  claims  of  the 
Irifh  Romanifts  within  thefe  three  years  laft:  pad. 
To  the  firft  reafon  I  object,  that  it  feems  to  be  ad- 
vanced without  fufficient  confideratijn  or  infor- 
mation on  the  fiibject,  for  if  the  laws  enacted  in 
favour  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  for  thefe  twenty 
years  laft  paft  are  examined,  it  will  be  found, 
that  almoft  the  whole  benefit  of  them  falls  to  the 
fhare  of  the  Romifh  ariftocracy,  and  not  demo- 
cracy. The  only  benefit  which  the  democracy 
of  that  communion  has  acquired  by  thefe  laws 
is,  that  the  poor  Romifh  farmers,  or  inhabitants 
of  a  corporate  town,  may  become  voters  at  elec- 
tions for  members  of  parliament,  and  obtain 
leafes  of  land  or  houfes  for  lives,  or  for  a  longer 
term  than  thirty  one  years  ;  the  right  of  voting 
at  elections  for  members  of  parliament  feems  to 
be  of  little  value  to  a  poor  Romifli  forty  milling 
freeholder  ;  and  to  poor  perfons  the  difference 
between  the  value  of  a  leafe  for  thirty  one  years, 
and  a  leafe  for  lives  or  a  longer  term,  does  not 
ieem  to  be  very  confiderable,  as  their  poverty  dif- 
ables  them  from  paying  fines,  and  therefore  they 
generally  pay  the  full  value  of  the  land  for  rent, 
and  the  fame  caufe  prevents  them  from  making 
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valuable  improvements.  But  the  Romifh  arifto- 
cracy,  amongft  which  I  count  wealthy  men  able 
to  purchafe  eftates,  have  gained  very  great  ad- 
vantages by  the  repeal  of  the  popery  laws,  fuch 
as  have  eftates  can  retain,  and  fuch  as  have 
money  can  acquire  and  retain,  their  eftates  with- 
out impending  ruin  from  bills  of  difcovery,  gavel 
laws,  profligacy  and  plunder  of  their  conforming 
children.  The  magifiracy,  and  all  the  offices  of 
the  ftate,  including  army  and  revenue,  are  laid 
open  to  them  (about  two  and  thirty  places  ex- 
cepted) a  college  is  erected  and  endowed  by  the 
ftate  for  the  education  of  their  children,  and  the 
Univerfity  of  Dublin  is  opened  to  them  for  the 
fame  purpofe  ;  they  are  put  completely  on  a 
footing  with  all  the  other  fubjects  of  the  ftate,  in 
refpecl:  to  all  privileges  except  the  legiflative  and 
higher  executive  capacities ;  the  firft  argument 
therefore  of  this  author  for  emancipation,  is  not 
as  I  conceive  founded  on  fact,  and  therefore  has 
but  little  weight  with  me  ;  his  fecond  argument, 
from  the  change  in  the  minds  of  Proteftants  in  fa- 
vour of  the  claims  of  Romanifts  within  thefe  three 
years  laft  paft,  I  confefs  furprizes  me  :  I  never 
heard,  nor  can  I  find  from  my  own  experience,  that 
any  fuch  change  has  been  effected,  nor  can  I  con- 
ceive, that  any  fuch  change  in  the  Proteftant  mind 
ever  will  be  effected,  until  Romanifts  fhall  confent 
to  take  the  teft,  the  rejection  of  which  by  them 
is  the  fole  caufe  of  theirprefent  incapacity ;  I 
conceive  myfelf  (perhaps  erroneoufly)  to  be  a 
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man  who  has  the  capacity  of  obferving  and  re- 
flecting, I  have  watched  the  progrefs  of  political 
opinions,  and  I  never  perceived  the  minds  of  real 
Irifh  Proteftants  to  be  changed  in  favour  of  the 
claims  of  the  Romanifts  to  the  legiflative  and 
higher  executive  capacities  ;  I  never  heard  any  real 
Irifli  Proteftant  maintain  the  paradox  ;  that  it  was 
for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate  to  intruft  the  functions 
of  framing  laws,  and  executing  them,  to  a  clafs 
of  people,  who  hold  it  an  article  of  their  faith, 
that  the  ftate  has  but  a  partial  authority  to  bind 
them  by  the  laws  it  enacts,  and  confequently  that 
they  are  in  confcience  bound,  not  only  to  decline 
ail  active  obedience  to  many  of  thefe  laws,  but 
to  give  them  all  kind  of  active  refinance ;  fome 
perfons  indeed  who  ufurp  the  title  of  Proteftants, 
but  are  in  truth  infidels,  difciples  of  Paine,  Price, 
and  Prieftley,  and  determined  republicans,  as 
I  have   already  obferved,    do  fupport  fuch  a 
dogma,  becaufe  they  think,  and  juftly,  that 
the  propagation  of  fuch  an  opinion  amongft 
the  fubjects,  weakens  the  ftate,  and  aflifts  their 
projects  of  fubverfion,  which  muft  commence 
with  anarchy  ;  and  the  bitter  lamentations  in  the 
feditious  prints  for  the  want  of  what  the  repub- 
licans call  publick  fpirit,  fliew  that  fuch  perfons 
are  not  yet  fufiiciently  numerous  or  powerful  to 
overturn  the  ftate.    This  writer  obferves,  "  that 
"  at  the  time  of  palling  the  laft  act  for  the  relief 
<e  of  Irifli  Romanifts,  the  political  principle  which 
"  could  alone  juftify  Roman  Catholic  political 
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M  exclufion,  was  totally  given  up."  I  wifh  he  had 
particularly  mentioned  the  political  principle, 
which  he  fuppofed  then  to  have  been  totally- 
given  up,~  Romanifls,  under  certain  qualifi- 
cations, were  by  that  act,  enabled  to  vote  at 
elections  of  members  of  parliament ;  the  princi- 
ple which  excluded  Romanifts  from  that  privi- 
lege was  then  given  up,  but  the  principle  which 
excluded  Romanifts  from  the  legiflative  and 
higher  executive  capacities,  was  fo  far  from  being 
then  totally,  or  at  all,  given  up,  that  it  is  parti- 
cularly preferved  and  avowed  by  the  bill,  as  the 
author  may  fee  by  perufing  it ;  and  confequent- 
ly  no  injuftice,  as  he  fuppofes,  is  acknowledged 
by  the  bill  in  preferving  this  exclufion ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  defenfible  by  every  rule  of  reafon, 
juftice,  and  political  expediency.  This  author 
alfo  admits,  that  what  you,  fir,  call  the  influence 
of  the  Englifli  cabinet  is  in  fome  degree  a  griev- 
ance in  Ireland,  and  calls  for  redrefs ;  and  he  alfo 
concedes  the  expediency  and  juftice,  if  not  the 
necefiity,  of  fome  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of 
the  people  in  parliament ;  aflerting  however,  that 
in  the  prefent  crilis,  the  attempt  to  reform 
would  be  dangerous,  and  mould  be  poftponed  to 
a  happier  period  ;  and  1  confefs  it  fomewhat  fur- 
prized  and  chagrined  me,  to  find,  that  a  man, 
who  had  with  fo  much  ability  detected,  expof- 
ed,  and  chaftized,  your  falfehoods,  your  mifre- 
prefentations,  your  ignorance,  and  arrogance,  in 
many  parts  of  your  addrefs,  mould  thus  unac- 
countably 
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countably  agree  with  you  in  the  neceflity  of  the 
application  of  your  three  propofed  remedies  for 
the  diforders  of  the  ftate,  and  in  the  fanative  qua- 
lities of  the  ingredients  of  each,  particularly  of 
the  firft,  your  emancipation  meafure,  in  the  full- 
eft  extent  ;  and  in  refpect  to  the  two  others,  the 
extinction  of  the  influence  of  the  Englifh  cabinet 
in  Ireland,  and  the  reform  of  parliament,  with  con- 
fiderable  modifications  ;  as  I  differ  from  this  wri- 
ter in  my  opinions  on  the  three  points,  and  have 
already  given  my  reafons  againft  the  emancipati- 
on meafure,  I  truft  I  {hall  be  able  in  my  animad- 
verfions  on  your  reform  meafure,  fatisfactorily 
to  prove  that  what  you  call  the  influence  of  the 
Englifh  cabinet,  muft  and  ought  to  continue  in 
Ireland,  as  long  as  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  fball 
form  one  empire,  and  monarchy  mall  remain 
an  integral  part  of  our  conftitution  ;  and  that  the 
laws  of  the  land  furnifhed  with  a  few  auxiliary 
provifions,  can  afford  effectual  remedies  for  any 
ubufes  which  may  from  time  to  time  creep  into 
the  conftitutional  mode  of  election  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people  in  parliament ;  that  no  fur- 
ther reform  is  neceffary,  and  that  your  project  of 
reform,  as  brought  forward  in  parliament  by  you 
and  your  friends,  is  but  the  prelude  of  the  pro- 
jected fubverfion  of  the  conftitution,  and  the 
fubftitution  of  a  democratick  republick  in  its 
room,  like  the  cifalpine  republick  under  the  pro- 
tection of  France,  that  is  its  vaffal :  and  that  it  is 
the  firft  act  only  of  the  tragedy  of  feparation, 
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compofed  by  you  and  your  colleague  Tone,  now 
in  rehearfai  by  your  popular  and  energetic  Ro- 
manifts,  and  united  Iriftimen,  to  be  performed 
on  the  Irifli  ftage,  if  the  neceffary  and  fuitable 
decorations,  dreffes,  and  attendants,  to  wit,  can- 
non, mortars,  mufquets,  bayonets,  pikes,  fwords, 
daggers,  powder,  ball,  bombs,  and  French  affaf- 
fins,  can  be  procured. 

It  is  neceffary  however,  before  I  {late  the  plan  Remarks 
of  reform,  propofed  and  fupported  by  you  and  qJ^>s 
your  friends  in  parliament,  to  make  a  few  re-  account  of 
marks  on  what  you  fo  elegantly  ftile  the  birth  °f^e0^U~ 
the  borough  inundation  in  Ireland  ;  your  ravings  on  roughs, 
this  head  might  excite  pity,  if  falfehood  and  ma- 
lignant mifreprefentation  did  not  appear  in  every 
line,  chequered  with  your  frenzy ;  thus  you  de- 
claim with  all  the  fury  of  a  maniac,  mixed  with 
all  the  falfehood  and  rancour  of  a  fiend  :  "  Exa- 
"  mination  into  the  fubjed  had  fhewn  that  the 
cc  greater  part  of  the  Irifli  boroughs  were  creati- 
"  ons  by  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  for  the  avowed 
purpofe  of  modelling  and  fubverting  the  parli- 
"  amentary  conftitution  of  Ireland,  that  thefe 
<c  were  underfcstsd,  when  called  abufes  in  the~ 
"  conftitution,  that  they  were  grofs  and  mon- 
"  ftrous  violations,  recent  and  wicked  innova- 
"  tions,  and  fatal  ufurpations  on  the  confti- 
"  tution  by  kings,  whofe  family  loft  the  throne, 
fC  for  crimes  lefs  deadly  to  freedom,  and  who  in 
"  their  ftar  chamber  tyranny,  in  their  court  of 
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<c  high  commiffion,  in  their  fhip  money,  or  in 
"  their  difpenfing  power,  did  not  commit  an  act 
u  fo  diabolical  in  intention,  fo  mortal  in  principle, 
<c  or  fo  radically  fubverfive  of  the  fundamental 
"  rights  of  the  realm,  as  the  fabrication  of  bo- 
"  roughs,  which  is  the  fabrication  of  a  court  par- 
"  liament,  and  the  exclufion  of  a  conftitutional 
"  commons  ;  which  is  a  fubverfion,  not  of  the 
"  fundamental  laws,  but  of  the  conftitutional 
"  lawgiver,  the  birth  of  the  borough  inundation 
"  was  the  deftru&ion  of  liberty  and  property, 
"  James  the  firft,  the  king  who  ?nade  [why  did 
"  you  not  fay  begot,)  that  inundation,  by  that 
"  means  deftroyed  the  titles  of  his  Irifti  fubjecls 
"  to  their  lands,  without  the  leaft  ceremony — 
tc  the  robbery  of  his  liberty  was  immediately  fol- 
"  lowed  by  robbery  of  his  property  (that  is  the 
"  robbery  of  the  king's  liberty  was  immediately  follow- 
u  ed  by  robbery  of  the  king's  property.) 

"  The  king  had  another  inftrument  more  fub« 
"  tie  and  more  pliable  than  the  fword — and 
"  againft  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl:  more  cold  and 
"  deadly,  a  court  inftrument  that  murders  free- 
"  dom  without  the  mark  of  blood— palls  itfelf 
"  in  the  covering  of  the  conftitution,  and  in  her 
"  own  colours,  and  in  her  name  plants  the  dag- 
"  ger,  a  borough  parliament You  then  proceed 
with  your  rancorous  and  falfe  invective  on  the 
renowned  earl  of  Strafford,  which  as  it  has  been 
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already  animadverted  upon,  I  fliall  take  no  fur- 
ther notice  of  here. 

I  (hall  omit  all  comment  on  the  abfurdity  of 
your  figures,  and  your  notorious  ignorance  of 
grammar,  difplayed  in  this  rant  ;  but  it  mull  not 
efcape  reprehenfion,  as  a  heap  of  diabolical  (to 
ufe  your  own  phrafe)  falfehood  and  mifreprefen- 
tation.  It  is  an  abfolute  falfehood,  that  the  king 
robbed  (to  ufe  your  own  courtly  phrafe)  any  of 
his  Irifh  fubje&s  of  their  lands,  ordeflroyed  their 
titles  to  their  lands,  by  any  acts  of  what  you  call 
a  borough  parliament;  the  title  of  the  crown  to 
lands  of  which  any  Irifh  fubjects  were  difpoffeffed 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  firft,  was  founded  on 
the  forfeitures  of  the  Irifh  rebels,  in  the  two 
great  rebellions  of  Defmond  and  Tyrone,  or  on 
the  rules  of  lawful  defcent  and  inheritance,  ac- 
cording to  the  ufual  courfe  of  the  common  law 
of  England,  which  then  was,  and  now  is,  the 
common  law  of  Ireland,  and  not  upon  ftatute 
law  or  ads  of  parliament ;  and  in  this  all  hiftori- 
cal  accounts  of  thefe  times,  worthy  of  that  title, 
agree;  it  was  indeed  complained  of  in  thofe 
times,  that  very  long  poffeflion  of  Irifh  landhol- 
ders and  their  anceflors  gave  them  no  title  to  the 
lands  fo  held  againft  very  old  titles  to  the  fame 
lands  fet  up  by  the  crown,  founded  on  the  maxim 
of  the  common  law,  of  nullum  tempus  occurrit 
regi :  and  the  titles  of  feveral  perfons  to  lands 
were  defeated  on  legal  proof  of  fuch  old  titles  by 
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the  due  courfe  of  the  old  common  law  of  the  land, 
and  not  by  act  of  parliament,  and  the  titles  of 
more  were  threatened  to  be  queftioned ;  but  in 
mod  of  fuch  cafes,  where  forfeiture  for  treafon 
was  out  of  the  queftion,  the  old  poffeffor  had  the 
land,  or  a  very  large  portion  of  it,  reftored  to 
his  poffeffion,  on  his  agreeing  to  pay  a  fmall  rent 
to  the  crown,  and  on  very  moderate  terms  of 
compofition  ;  and  in  the  cafe  of  forfeiture  for 
treafon  alfo,  the  old  Irifh  poffeffor  had  a  great 
fhare  of  his  land  reftored  to  him  on  like  mo- 
derate terms,  fee  Carte's  Ormond  ift  book, 
Morrifon,  Pacata  Hibernia,  Sir  John  Davis, 
Hume,  &c.  fo  that  here,  fir,  you  are  guilty  of 
afferting  two  direct  falfehoods,  one  that  James 
the  firft  deftroyed  the  titles  of  his  Irifh  fubje&s 
to  their  lands  without  the  leaft  ceremony,  mean- 
ing without  procefs  of  law,  and  contrary  to 
juftice  ;  and  the  fecond,  that  he  did  fo,  or  in 
your  phrafe  that  he  thus  robbed  them,  by  the 
means,  or  by  the  agency,  of  a  borough  parlia- 
ment. The  following  remark  on  this  part  of 
your  addrefs  I  have  borrowed  from  a  pamphlet 
lately  publifhed,  figned  Vindicator ',  a  judicious 
performance,  a  large  extract  from  which  I  (hall 
infert  as  a  complete  refutation  of  your  equally 
frantick  and  wicked  declamation,  refpecting 
what  you  call  the  borough  inundation,  becaufe 
every  thing  the  writer  afferts  is  founded  on  in- 
controvertible evidence  quoted  by  him,  and 
which  evidence  I  have  carefully  examined.  The 
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only  parliament,  fays  Vindicator,  which  fat  in 
Ireland  during  the  whole  reign  of  James  the 
firft,  and  after  his  creation  of  forty  boroughs,  fat 
for  three  fhort  feflions  only,  the  firft  for  twenty- 
eight  days,  the  fecond  and  third  feflions  for  only 
twenty  days  each,  in  all  fornething  more  than 
two  months— -they  pafTed  ten  ftatutes,  they  are 
in  the  firft  volume  of  the  printed  ftatutes,  they 
neither  confifcated  the  property  of  any  of  James's 
Irifh  fubjects  themfelves,  nor  conferred  on  the 
crown  any  powers  to  enable  the  king  fo  to  do  ; 
and  James,  fo  far  from  making  a  court  inftrument 
of  the  Irifh  parliament,  never  called  another  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  reign. 

Now,  fir,  1  fhall  proceed  to  expofe  the  infamy 
and  malice  of  your  mifreprefentations  of  the 
whole  of  the  tranfa&ion  of  the  creation  of  bo- 
roughs by  king  James  the  firft,  and  of  his  mo- 
tives for  that  creation.  Ireland  was  poffeffed  for 
feveral  ages  by  the  kings  of  England,  under  the 
llile  of  lords,  and  from  the  time  of  Henry  the 
eighth,  of  kings  of  Ireland  ;  but  whatever  ftile 
they  ufed,  they  enjoyed  not  fo  much  the  reality, 
as  the  name  of  dominion  in  it,  for  the  heads  of 
the  Irifh  fepts  never  obeyed  them,  but  as  they 
liked,  and  the  body  of  the  people  were  governed 
entirely  by  the  Brehon  law,  and  followed  the 
Irifh  cuftoms ;  the  Englifh  laws  indeed  were  in- 
troduced, but  were  obferved  only  in  the  Englifh 
colony,  and  prevailed  no  where  but  in  the  coun- 
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ties  near  Dublin,  after  the  rebellion  of  fir  Caher 
O'Dogherty  was  quelled  in  the  reign  of  James 
the  firft,  and  the  rebellion  meditated  by  the  earls 
of  Tyrone  and  Tyrconnell,  prevented,  the  king 
to  fettle  the  kingdom  in  tranquillity,  to  improve 
the  country,  and  give  all  ranks  and  orders  of 
men  a  full  affurance  of  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty  and  property,  took  care  to  have  the 
cuftoms  of  taniftry  and  gavel  kind  condemned 
by  judgment  in  the  King's  Bench  ;  and  utterly 
abolifhed  the  Brehon  law  in  all  its  branches  and 
ufages,  he  extended  to  the  aboriginal  Irifh  all  the 
privileges  of  fubjecls,  and  all  the  benefit  of  the 
Englifh  laws,  which  he  took  care  to  have  duly 
executed  without  difference  or  diftinction  of  per- 
fons,  he  encreafed  the  number  of  judges  in  his 
courts  of  law,  he  divided  the  whole  kingdom 
into  counties,  he  revived  the  circuits  after  two 
hundred  years  difcontinuance  in  Munfter,  and 
inftituted  them  in  Connaught,  and  Ulfter,  and 
fent  itinerant  juflices  twice  every  year  to  hold 
aflizes  in  every  part  of  the  nation  for  the  due 
and  regular  adminiftration  of  juflice.  Parliaments 
had  from  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fecond  been 
called  from  time  to  time  in  Ireland  upon  parti- 
cular occafions,  but  they  confided  of  few  mem- 
bers, the  number  of  temporal  peers  was  but 
fmall  till  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  and  of 
thefe  fome  were  generally  either  in  rebellion  or 
did  not  care  to  attend,  and  of  the  fpiritual,  fuch 
archbifhops  and  bifliops  as  were  refident  in  mere 
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Irifli  counties,  and  did  not  acknowledge  the 
king  for  their  patron,  wefe  never  fummoned  to 
parliament ;  and  as  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
it  fometimes  was  compofed  only  of  the  deputies 
of  the  four  (hires  of  the  pale  (Dublin,  Kildare, 
Meath  and  Louth,)  and  writs  were  never  fent 
any  where  but  in  mire  ground  inhabited  by  the 
Englifli,  who  continued  in  obedience  to  the  ftate, 
and  in  fubjecfion  to  the  Englifli  laws,  for  the 
aboriginal  Irifli  in  thofe  days  were  never  admit- 
ted, as  well  becaufe  their  countries  lying  out  of 
the  limits  of  counties  could  fend  no  knights,  and 
having  neither  cities  nor  boroughs  in  them, 
could  fend  no  burgeffes,  to  the  parliament,  as 
becaufe  they  were  deemed  enemies,  and  unfit  to 
be  trufled  in  the  great  council  of  the  realm,  for 
before  the  thirty  fourth  year  of  Henry  the  eighth, 
when  Meath  was  divided  into  two  mires,  there 
were  no  more  than  twelve  counties  in  Ireland 
(there  were  only  eleven,  fee  thirty  third  Henry 
eighth chapter  2.)  befides  the  liberty  of  Tippe- 
rary,  and  as  the  ancient  cities  were  but  four, 
and  the  boroughs  which  fent  burgeffes  not  above 
thirty,  the  entire  body  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
could  not  then  confift  of  one  hundred  perfons; 
queen  Mary  indeed  added  two  (hires,  reducing 
the  counties  of  Leix  and  OfTaley  into  counties, 
(the  King's  and  Queen's  counties)  and  erecting 
boroughs  in  them,  whereby  they  were  qualified 
to  fend  knights  and  burgeffes  to  parliament ;  and 
afterwards  queen  Elizabeth,  in  fir  Henry  Sidney's 
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and  fir  John  Perrott's  times,  erected  fundry 
counties  in  Connaught  and  Ulfter,  yet  no  knights 
were  ever  fent  from  the  remote  parts  of  the  lat- 
ter province  ;  the  laft  parliament  held  in  her 
time  was  called  in  the  twenty  feventh  year  of  her 
reign  (it  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
two  members,  fee  rolls  office)  and  twenty  feven 
years  of  troublefome  and  unfettled  times,  had 
pafled  fince  without  the  fummons  of  any,  but 
king  James  having  now  fettled  Ireland  in  peace, 
divided  the  whole  kingdom  into  counties,  and 
erected  forty  new  boroughs  in  the  feventeen 
counties  laft  appointed,  refolved  to  call  a  general 
reprefentation  of  the  whole  nation,  in  which  all 
the  inhabitants  thereof  whether  of  the  old  Eng- 
Kth  extraction  or  the  new  Britifti  colony,  or  the 
old  Irifh  natives,  fhould  meet  together  to  make 
laws  for  the  common  good  of  themfelves  and 
their  pofterity,  fee  Carte's  Onnond,  pages  n,  13, 
18,  and  19. 

The  authority  of  the  above  account  of  this  the 
firft  introduction  amongft  the  whole  inhabitants 
of  Ireland  as  a  nation,  of  a  parliamentary  confti- 
tution  by  king  James  the  firft,  on  the  exact  mo- 
del of  the  Englifh  parliamentary  conftitution, 
does  not  reft  folely  on  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Carte,  whofe  ability,  induftry,  learning,  and 
candour,  entitle  him  to  great  credit ;  the  fta- 
tutes  and  records  of  the  kingdom  prove  it  be- 
yond contradiction.    In  the  ftatute  of  the  28th 
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Henry  6th,  chapter  2.  A.  D.  1450,  only  four 
counties  are  named  as  poffefling  the  benefit  of 
Englifh  laws,  viz.  Dublin,  Kildare,  Meath  and 
Uriel  or  Louth, — and  feventy  two  years  after- 
wards, A.  D.  1522,  in  the  13th  Henry  8th,  chap- 
ter 3.  are  thefe  remarkable  words,  "  becaufe  that 
right  few  perfons  within  the  four  /hires  where  the 
kings  laws  is  occupied  in  this  land." 

A.  D.  1570,  in  the  12th  Elizabeth,  chap.  3. 
the  (hires  and  towns  then  obeying  the  Englifh 
laws,  are  enumerated,  and  they  only  amount  to 
nine  counties  ;  and  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  two 
of  thofe,  viz.  the  King  and  Queen's  counties  had 
been  a  very  fliort  time  created,  and  that  the  ap- 
parent addition  of  another  county  was  owing  to 
the  divifion  of  Meath  into  two  counties  ;  thus 
from  the  year  145c  to  the  year  1 570,  a  period  of 
120  years,  only  four  counties  were  added  to  the 
original  four  counties  of  the  Pale,  which  obeyed 
the  Englifh  laws :  It  is  true  that  in  the  33d  Hen- 
ry the  8th,  chap.  2.  A.  D.  1542,  an  a6t  for  the 
election  of  the  Lord  Juftice,  eleven  counties  are 
named,  but  it  does  not  follow,  that  all  thefe  had 
the  benefit  of  the  Englifh  laws,  or  parliamentary 
conftitution.  Thefe  counties  are  named  merely 
as  the  places  of  refidence  of  the  King's  Counfaylers, 
who  were  to  be  affembled  in  cafe  of  the  death  of 
a  Lieutenant,  Deputy  or  Juftice,  in  order  to 
chufe  another ;  fome  great  Lords  lived  in  Mun- 
fler,  who  were  certainly  of  the  King's  Council, 
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yet  into  whofe  territories  (for  they  were  petty 
princes)  the  King's  writ  never  ran,  nor  had  the 
inhabitants  in  any  (hape  the  benefit  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  laws.  For  though  Munfter  had  been  long  no- 
minally divided  into  counties,  yet  Sir  John  Da- 
vis obferves,  "  The  people  were  fo  degenerate  as 
cc  no  Juftice  of  afiize  durft  execute  his  commiili- 
"  on  among  them."  Five  of  the  counties  named 
in  this  act,  were  fkuated  in  Munfter,  and  cer- 
tainly by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  the  wri- 
ters upon  the  ancient  (late  of  Ireland,  came  under 
this  defcription.  This  reduces  the  number  of 
counties  named  in  this  act,'  which  had  really  the 
benefit  of  Engliih  laws,  and  parliamentary  con- 
liitution,  to  fix. 

By  the  34th  Henry  the  8th,  chap.  1.  Meath 
was  divided  into  two  counties,  and  the  reafon 
afiigned  for  this  divifion  in  the  preamble  of  the 
act  was,  "  That  even  in  this  ancient  county  of 
"  the  Pale  in  feveral  parts  thereof,  the  King's 
"  writs,  for  lack  of  miniftration  of  Juftice,  have-—.. 
"  not  of  late  been  obeyed,  ne  his  graces  lawes 
"  put  in  due  exercife."  This  made  the  number 
of  counties  feven.  Philip  and  Mary  after  added 
the  King's  and  Queen's  counties,  which  increafed 
the  number  to  nine,  and  this  is  precifely  the 
number  mentioned  in  the  12th  Elizabeth,  chap. 
3.  A.  D.  1570.  From  this  period  no  counties 
were  made  by  act  of  parliament ;  but  by  the  x  ith 
Elizabeth,  chap.  9.  A.  D.  1569,  powers  were 
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given  to  the  Chancellor  or  keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal  for  the  time  being,  to  award  commiflions 
for  that  purpofe.  This  parliament  of  Elizabeth 
which  conferred  thefe  powers  was  difiblved  in 
1571,  and  fhe  never  fummoned  more  than  one 
parliament  after,  which  fat  but  a  fhort  time,  be- 
ing alfembled  26th  of  April,  1685,  prorogued 
25th  of  May  following ;  affembled  again  26th  of 
April,  1 686,  and  difTolved  26th  of  May  following. 
So  that  the  act  giving  the  power  of  creating  coun- 
ties to  the  Chancellor,  &c.  if  carried  into  executi- 
on, could  not  be  of  much  advantage  to  the  parli- 
amentary conftitution  during  her  reign  ;  but  in 
truth  the  intention  of  it  never  was  compleatly 
fulfilled  during  her  reign.  Sir  Henry  Sydney, 
and  after  him  Sir  John  Perrott,  did  endeavour  to 
give  effect  to  this  act.  The  latter  divided  Ulfter 
nominally  into  feven  mires,  but  Sir  John  Davis 
obferves,  "  The  law  was  never  executed  in  thefe 
tc  new  counties,  by  any  Sheriffs  or  Juftices  of  af- 
"  fize,  but  the  people  were  left  to  be  ruled  ftill 
C6  by  their  own  barbarous  lords  and  laws."  Thus 
a  very  fmall  portion  indeed  of  thefe  new  counties 
returned  members  to  the  only  parliament  which 
prior  to  the  13th  of  James  the  firft  had  been  call- 
ed in  Ireland  for  the  fpace  of  42  years ;  that 
parliament  fummoned  by  James,  and  meeting  in 
May,  1613,  being  the  firft  parliament  called  by 
James  in  Ireland.  There  is  indeed  irrefragable 
proof  of  this  in  the  rolls  office.  The  number  of 
members  who  were  fummoned  in  the  laft  parlia- 
ment of  Elizabeth  in  the  27th  year  of  her  reign, 
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A.  D.  1585,  was  122,  the  numbers  fummoned 
to  James's  parliament  in  1613,  amounted  to  232, 
difference  110:  But  James  had  created  only  forty- 
boroughs,  which  returned  only  eighty  members, 
confequently  thirty  reprefentatives  for  counties, 
that  is  the  reprefentatives  of  fifteen  counties  mud 
have  fat  in  James's  firft  parliament  in  1613,  which 
never  before  fat  in  Parliament,  and  yet  in  the  laft 
preceding  parliament  of  Elizabeth  more  counties 
were  reprefented  than  at  any  former  period  what- 
foever  :  If  James  then  created  40  boroughs  to  in- . 
creafe  the  borough  reprefentation,  he  muft  at  the 
fame  time  be  allowed  to  have  encreafed  alfo  the 
county  reprefentation  to  a  great  degree,  by  ad- 
ding to  it  the  reprefentation  of  many  counties, 
which  though  nominally  created  before,  had  ne- 
ver before  been  actually  reprefented  :  Thus  it  is 
notorious,  that  this  firft  parliament  of  James  the 
firft,  formed  the  very  firft  parliamentary  confti- 
tution,  of  which  the  Irijh  nation  (contradiftin- 
guifhed  from  the  Engliih  fettlers)  ever  poffeffed 
the  fmalleft  participation.  This  is  a  fact  not  only, 
eftablifhed  by  the  concurrent  teflimony  of  every 
writer  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  but  is  put  beyond 
the  pofiibility  of  controverfy  by  the  acts  of  that 
very  parliament :  The  5th  chap,  of  its  ftatutes 
contains  a  repeal  of  fome  very  extraordinary  acts, 
one  fo  late  as  the  28th  Henry  8th,  another  ftill 
later,  the  11th  of  Elizabeth,  whence  it  will 
clearly  appear  that  this  parliament  was  the  firft 
that  ever  fat  in  Ireland,  which  placed  the  Irilh 
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nation  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  Englifh  fet- 
tlers,  which  communicated  to  them  the  benefit 
of  the  Englifh  laws,  or  fufifered  them  to  partici- 
pate in  the  benefits  of  a  parliamentary  conftituti- 
on ;  and  was  the  firft  parliament  in  which  the 
whole  nation  was  fairly  reprefented ;  and  this 
parliamentary  conftitution  for  the  whole  kingdom 
was  the  work  of  James  the  firft,  framed  on  the 
exact,  model  of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  and  for 
which  the  memory  of  that  benevolent  Monarch 
deferves  to  be  held  in  veneration  by  every  inha- 
bitant of  Ireland  from  generation  to  generation, 
and  which  will,  whilft  hiftory  or  records  fhall  be 
extant,  fecure  his  character  from  the  malicious 
attacks  of  envenomed  traitors. 

The  motives  of  James  the  firft,  for  the  creati- 
on of  4©  boroughs  are  plain  and  notorious  ;  firft 
and  principally  he  defigned  to  frame  the  parlia- 
mentary conftitution  of  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  of  which  he  was  the  founder,  on  the  ex- 
act model  of  that  of  England  ;  he  had  in  effect 
created  fifteen  new  counties,  becaufe  it  appears 
from  what  has  been  already  proved,  that  thirty 
reprefentatives  for  counties  fat  in  his  firft  parlia- 
ment which  had  not  fat  in  the  laft  of  Elizabeth 
nor  in  any  preceding  parliament :  in  the  coun- 
ties  which  fhe  had  created  in  Connaught,  the  re- 
prefentatives of  fome  of  which  might  have  fat  in 
her  laft  parliament,  fhe  could  not  have  created 
many  boroughs,  if  any  at  all ;  122  members  were 
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fummoned  to  her  laft  parliament,  in  preceding 
parliaments  the  number  fummoned  was  about 
100,  fo  that  me  may  be  faid  to  have  increafed  the 
number  of  reprefentatives  by  22,  (he  mud  there- 
fore have  created  fome  boroughs,  but  not  many, 
becaufe  fhe  certainly  did  not  fummon  the  repre- 
fentatives of  fifteen  new  counties,  fhe  fummoned 
only  the  reprefentatives  of  17  counties  in  all,  as 
James  brought  in  the  reprefentatives  of  15  coun- 
ties never  before  reprefented,  and  the  whole 
number  of  counties  in  the  kingdom  is  but  32.  In 
the  parliament  of  the  12th  of  Elizabeth  the  repre- 
fentatives of  nine  counties  only  were  fummoned, 
in  that  of  the  27th  of  her  reign,  her  laft  parlia- 
ment, the  number  of  reprefentatives  exceeded 
that  of  the  12th  of  her  reign  by  22,  yet  17  coun- 
ties only  were  then  reprefented,  that  is  eight 
counties  more  than  were  reprefented  in  her  for- 
mer parliament,  the  reprefentatives  of  which 
eight  counties,  amounted  to  16;  (he  muft  then 
have  created  three  new  boroughs  before  the  fit- 
ting of  her  laft  parliament  to  compleat  the  num- 
ber of  22  new  reprefentatives  :  Mr.  Carte  tells  us 
that  king  James  created  thefe  40  boroughs  in  the 
17  laft  created  counties,  now  if  King  James  had 
not  created  thefe  40  boroughs  in  the  laft  17  creat- 
ed counties,  1 5  of  the  counties  reprefented  in  the 
laft  parliament  of  Elizabeth,  that  is  lefs  than  one 
half  of  the  kingdom,  having  all  the  then  exifting 
boroughs  fituated  in  them,  would  have  returned 
118  members  of  parliament,  and  the  remaining 
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feventeen  counties,  more  than  half  of  the  king- 
dom, to  wit,  all  Ulfter,  Connaught,  and  part  of 
Munfter,  would  have  returned  in  the  whole  to 
parliament  only  34  members ;  which  would  be 
fo  very  unequal  a  reprefentation,  that  it  could 
not  be  alleged  to  have  been  framed  on  the  En- 
glifh  model  ;  the  real  and  perfonal  property  of 
the  nation  in  general  would  not  be  fairly  repre- 
fented  ;  the  reprefentatives  of  the  old  Englifh 
colony  would  remain  the  reprefentatives  in  fact 
of  the  whole  nation,  as  their  defendants  were 
chiefly  in  polfeflion  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom 
which  would  return  1 1  8  of  the  reprefentatives  ; 
and  the  new  Englifh  and  Scotch  fettlers,  and  the 
great  bulk  of  the  native  Irifti  inhabiting  the  17 
new  counties,  would  in  a  manner  be  excluded 
from  parliamentary  reprefentation,  or  deprived 
of  all  intereft  or  influence  in  it,  as  their  re- 
prefentatives in  parliament   would  amount  to 
34  only.    At  the  time  James  the  firft  undertook 
the  civilizing  of  this  kingdom,  and  introducing 
into  it,  a  regular  government  and  conftitution 
cn  the  Englifti  model,  three  fourths  of  it  were 
nearly  in  as  barbarous  a  ftate  as  the  countries  in- 
habited by  the  favages  in  North  America ;  the 
native  Irifti  refided  in  forefts  and  morafles,  their 
chiefs  were  elective,  the  barbarian  who  excelled 
in  ferocity  and  flrength,  was  always  elected  the 
head  of  the  clan,  or  the  fachem  of  the  tribe  ;  he 
led  them  out  to  war,  always  undertaken  for  the 
purpofe  of  plundering  a  neighbouring  tribe,  or 
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the  Englifli  colonifts ;  the  diftrict  belonging  to  a 
tribe  was  parcelled  out  amongft  them  by  the 
chief,  or  the  fachem,  in  fuch  proportions  as  he 
thought  fit,  and  the  partition  was  revocable  at 
his  pleafure,  whilft  he  retained  his  power,  which 
however  was  very  precarious  in  its  duration  ;  a 
ftronger  and  fiercer  favage  generally  ending  his 
domination  by  the  application  of  the  fkeyn  or 
dagger ;  and  on  the  election  of  a  new  chief, 
a  new  divifion  of  the  diftrict  amongft  the  tribe 
took  place  ;  the  portion  occupied  by  the  head  of 
a  family,  on  his  death  was  divided  amongft  all 
his  children,  baftards  included,  who  were  confi- 
dered  on  a  level  with  the  legitimate  children  ; 
thefe  family  partitions  were  ftill  fubjed:  to 
the  general  partitions  amongft  the  tribe  at  the 
will  of  the  chief,  and  at  every  fucceflion  of  a 
chief.  Thefe  modes  of  fucceflion  to  the  chiefry 
of  a  tribe,  and  of  partition  of  lands,  were  the 
principal  parts  of  the  Brehon  law,  and  were  call- 
ed Taniftry  and  Gavelkind  ;  in  truth  this  Brehon 
law,  as  it  was  called,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
fyftem  of  barbarous  cuftoms  originating  in  favage 
life,  and  calculated  for  fuch  a  life  only  ;  it  is, 
when  examined,  the  fyftem  of  that  moft  enlight- 
ened modern  philofopher  Tom  Paine  the  ftay- 
maker,  which  he  fliles,  the  Rights  of  Man. 
Thefe  favage  Irifh  had  no  towns  in  their  diftricls. 
Englilh  colonifts  had  on  fome  parts  of  the  fea 
coafts  built  fome  towns  for  the  advantage  of 
commerce.,  which  however  they  were  obliged  to 
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fortify  for  their  own  protection ;  they  did  in* 
deed  fow  fome  corn,  as  do  the  favages  in  North 
America,  and  on  the  crop,  and  their  herds  of 
cattle  they  fubfifted ;  they  were  univerfally  at- 
tached with  the  blindeft  bigotry  to  the  Romifh 
profeffion,  yet  fet  at  nought  all  the  moral  pre- 
cepts of  chriftianity,  and  were  chriftians  more  in 
name  than  reality  ;  their  ignorance  was  extreme, 
and  if  we  are,  fir,  to  believe  your  colleague  Tone, 
in  the  account  of  Ireland  which  he  lately  drew 
up  for  the  ufe  of  the  French  Convention,  to  in- 
duce them  to  invade  this  country,  the  bulk  of  the 
Irifh  nation  are  not  yet  civilized ;  for  in  that 
account  he  defcribes  the  Irifh  peafantry  as  now 
in  a  femibarbar ous  ftate^  and  your  popular  and 
energetick  Romanifts  the  united  hijhmen^  by  their 
recent  moft  inhuman  murders,  have  fhown  that 
your  colleague's  picture  of  them  is  a  juft  one. 
Elizabeth  had  compleatly  vanquished  and  fubju- 
gated  thefe  barbarians,  and  the  benevolent  James 
fucceeding   her,   determined  to  beftow  upon 
them  a  regular  government,  and  to  teach  them 
the  arts  of  civilized  life ;  for  this  purpofe  he 
found  it  neceffary  to  introduce  amongft  them 
large  colonies  of  Englifh  and  Scotch  fettlers,  an 
induftrious  and  frugal  race,  fkilled  in  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  they  built  towns,  cut  down 
forefts,  cultivated  the  lands,  and  eftablifhed  ma- 
nufactures, trade,  and  commerce  in  this  king- 
dom ;  they  were  all  proteitants,  they  were  bred 
up  in  the  principles  of  a  free  reprefentative  con- 
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ftitution  ;  which  though  fomewhat  different  in 
England  and  Scotland,  yet  in  its  leading  princi- 
ples was  common  to  both  countries ;  perfonal 
property  by  their  means  was  infinitely  increafed 
in  the  kingdom,  particularly  in  the  feventeen 
newly  created  counties ;  it  is  the  known  princi- 
ple of  the  Britifh  Confcitution,  founded  on  wif- 
dom  and  juflice,  that  perfonal  property  fliall 
be  reprefented  in  parliament,  as  well  as  real  pro- 
perty. That  conftitution  had  vefted  the  power 
of  determining,  what  portion  of  the  people 
fliould  be  permitted  to  vote  for  reprefentatives 
of  the  perfonal  property  of  the  nation  in  parlia- 
ment, in  the  crown,  as  part  of  the  prerogative ; 
That  power  from  the  reign  of  Henry  the  3d 
down  to  that  of  William  the  3d  had  been 
from  time  to  time  exercifedby  the  crown,  in  gran- 
ting charters  of  incorporation  to  certain  towns  ac- 
cording to  its  difcretion,  empowering  theperfons 
defcribed  in  fuch  charters  to  elect  and  fend  to 
parliament  reprefentatives  of  fuch  towns,  called 
boroughs ;  by  the  perfons  fo  elected  is  reprefent- 
ed in  parliament  the  bulk  of  the  perfonal  proper- 
ty of  the  nation,  as  that  of  the  real  property  is 
reprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the 
knights  of  the  (hires  ;  and  both  real  and  perfo- 
nal property,  by  the  reprefentatives  of  cities  and 
towns,  which  are  at  the  fame  time  both  counties 
and  corporations  ;  as  is  the  cafe  in  many  places 
in  this  kingdom  ;  juftice,  wifdom,  the  principles 
of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  all  confpired  with  po- 
litical 
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litical  expediency,  in  impelling  James  to  give  the 
fame  conftitution  to  all  Ireland,  which  had  been 
for  ages  eftablifhed  throughout  England,  and 
partially  in  Ireland  ;  that  is  in  the  Englifh  colony 
in  Ireland,  in  which  borough  reprefentation  had 
been  introduced  very  fhortly  after  it  had  been 
eftablifhed  in  England  ;  civil  liberty  owed  its 
very  birth  in  England  to  the  borough  reprefen- 
tation, all  hiflorians  concur  in  attributing  to  the 
creation  of  boroughs,  the  mitigation  of  the  ri- 
gour of  the  feudal  fyftem,  a  military  ariftocratick 
domination,  which  reduced  the  bulk  of  the  nati- 
on to  the  moft  abject  flavery,  the  mod  degrading 
fubjection,  under  the  iron  yoke  of  haughty  ty- 
rants, pofTeffing  aim  oft  the  whole  landed  property 
of  the  country,  and  holding  the  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple in  vaffalage  and  bondage  :  the  borough  repre- 
fentation broke  the  chainsof  this  military  tyranny, 
and  eftablifhed  our  prefent  conftitution,  the  perfec- 
tion of  reafon,  and  at  once  the  envy  and  admira- 
tion of  all  furrounding  nations.  The  new  Protec- 
tant colonifts  of  James  had  been  born  under  a  free 
conftitution,  they  did  not  deferve  to  lofe  it,  by 
adventuring  their  lives  and  properties,  by  exert- 
ing their  arts  and  their  induftry,  in  colonizing  a 
favage  country,  for  the  advantage  as  well  of  their 
native  country,  as  of  that  into  which  they  had 
been  tranfplanted  ;  neither  their  lives,  their  pro- 
perties, or  their  religion,  could  be  protected, 
without  giving  them  a  conftitution  fimilar  to 
that  under  which  they  had  been  born  ;  they  had 
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a  right,  an  indefeafible  right  to  it :   James  on 
his  acceflion  to  the  crown  of  England  met  with 
great  oppofuion  from  the  Romanifts  of  Ireland, 
the  old  Englifh  colony  was  for  the  mod  part  at- 
tached  to  the  Romiih  perfuafion,  the  barbarous 
Irifii  natives  were  all  fo  ;  the  inhabitants  of  many 
of  the  principal  cities'and  towns  flew  to  arms  on 
his  acceflion,  and  refufed  to  acknowledge  him  ; 
and  did  fo  afterwards,  only  on  being  compelled 
by  a  military  force  ;  in  the  parliament  called  by 
him  after  the  creation  of  the  40  boroughs  in  1 6 1 3, 
there  were  101  Romanifts  in  direct  oppofttion  to 
him,  and  hoftile,  in  the  moft  inveterate  degree, 
to  his  Proteflant  colonies  ;  the  elections,  for 
knights  of  the  (hire  for  all  the  new  counties  went 
in  favour  of  the  Romanifts,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  creation  of  the  40  boroughs,  there  would 
have  been  a  majority  of  four  to  one  againft  the 
Proteftant  intereft  ;  and  as  it  was,  James  had  only 
105  againft  10 1.    From  the  bigotted  and  feroci- 
ous principles  of  the  Irifti  Romanifts  of  that  day, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  all  the  fchemes 
of  James  for  civilizing  and  planting  the  king- 
dom, and  for  introducing  arts,  manufactures, 
and  commerce,  would  have  been  defeated,  his 
colonies  of  induftrious  Proteftants  fettled  in  the 
feventeen  new    counties,  amongft:  a  race  juft 
emerging  from  barbarifm,  rooted  out,  and  the 
nation  again  overwhelmed  with  all  the  miferies 
attendant  on  anarchy,  civil  war,  and  rebellion, 
had  he  not  created  thefe  40  boroughs ;  which 
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however  independent  of  the  above  confider- 
ations,  he  was  bound  by  the  principles  of  the 
Britifti  conflitution  to  create,  when  he  under- 
took to  eftablifh  that  conflitution  throughout  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Ireland.  From  that  period 
to  the  revolution,  as  this  kingdom  increafed  in 
population,  in  trade,  and  in  the  number  of 
towns,  the  fucceeding  princes  exerted  their  un- 
doubted prerogative,  in  encreafing  the  number 
of  boroughs,  as  by  the  principles  of  the  conflitu- 
tion they  were  bound  to  do  ;  no  principles  of  the 
conflitution  being  better  eflablifhed  than  thefe ; 
that  the  actual  reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  is  not  the  reprefentation  of  numbers, 
but  of  property  ;  (the  lower  and  poorer  claffes 
of  the  people  being  the  majority  in  numbers,  are 
virtually  reprefented  only)  that  perfonal  property 
is  as  well  entitled  to  reprefentation,  as  real;  and 
that  the  reprefentatives  of  corporate  towns  which 
are  not  counties,  are  the  reprefentatives  of  per- 
fonal property.  The  perfonal  property  of  the 
nation  had  encreafed  aftonifhingly  between  the 
fitting  of  the  only  parliament  which  James  had 
ever  fummoned  in  Ireland,  in  1613,  and  the 
year  1 640  ;  the  improvement  of  the  kingdom 
in  that  period  and  particularly  during  the  go- 
vernment of  the  great  earl  of  Strafford,  1  have 
already  flated ;  the  {hipping  of  the  kingdom 
alone,  was  encreafed  one  hundred  fold  in  that 
period :  previous  to  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
fecond,   another  great    colony   of  induftrious 
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Englimmen  were  fettled  in  Ireland  on  the  lands 
forfeited  by  the  great  Irifh  Rebellion  in  1641, 
and  during  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond,  the 
improvement  of  the  kingdom  encreafed  with 
furprizing  rapidity ;  as  may  be  feen  by  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  Keatinge's  reprefentation  of  the 
ftate  of  the  kingdom  at  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution  war,  preferved  in  Archbifhop 
King's  ftate  of  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland ;  the 
immenfe,  and  almoft  incredible,  increafe  of  per- 
fonal  property  in  the  nation  during  the  reign  of 
James  the  firft,  Charles  the  firft  and  fecond,  re- 
quired an  increafed  reprefentation  of  perfonai 
property,  that  is  an  increafe  of  boroughs;  hence  it 
is,  that  34  boroughs  were  added  to  the  reprefen- 
tation from  1613  to  the  acceflion  of  king  William 
and  queen  Mary  ;  none  have  been  fince  added, 
for  though  no  burgefies  were  fummoned  from 
the  borough  of  Ennifcorthy,  in  the  firft  parlia- 
ment held  in  Ireland  after  the  acceflion  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  as  appears  by  the  Commons 
Journals,  yet  burgeffes  were  fummoned  from  it 
in  the  parliament  of  James  the  firft  in  1613,  and 
in  the  firft  parliament  of  Charles  the  fecond,  in 
1 66 1,  fo  that  the  ancient  charter  of  that  bo- 
rough was  renewed  fince  the  Revolution,  the 
borough  was  not  newly  created.  And  now,  fir, 
I  think  I  have  fully  expofed  the  wickednefs  of 
your  mifreprefentation,  "  that  the  Irifh  bo- 
"  roughs  for  the  greater  part  were  creations  by 
"  the  houfe  of  Stewart,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
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'«  pofe  of  fubverting  the  parliamentary  conftitu- 
•?  tion  of  Ireland,  and  that  they  are  grofs  and 
"  monftrous  violations,  recent  and  wicked  in- 
"  novations,  and  fatal  ufurpations  on  the  con- 
"  flitution,  diabolical  in  intention,  mortal  in 
"  principle,  and  radically  fubverfive  of  the  fun- 
<c  damental  rights  of  the  realm."  For  I  have 
demonftrated  from  hiftory  and  records,  that  the 
creations  of  boroughs  by  the  houfe  of  Stewart, 
were  not  only  warrantable  exertions  of  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown  founded  on  the  known 
laws  of  the  realm,  but  on  reafon,  on  juftice, 
and  even  political  neceffity  ;  that  the  Era  of  the 
creation  of  boroughs  is  the  Era  of  the  birth  of 
conftitutional  liberty  \  that  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion  and  its  benefits  civil  and  religious,  could 
not  have  been  communicated  to  all  Ireland,  and 
to  all  its  natives  and  inhabitants,  in  ajuftand 
reafonable  meafure,  or  at  all,  without  the  cre- 
ation of  boroughs  by  James  the  firft  ;  that  that 
creation  of  boroughs  by  James  the  firft,  was  co- 
eval with  the  communication  of  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  with- 
out diflinction  ;  and  that  if  it  is  recent  and  an 
innovation,  the  communication  of  the  Britifh 
conftitution  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  is 
alfo  recent  and  an  innovation  ;  that  it  was  not 
diabolical,  but  benevolent,  in  intention  ;  not 
mortal,  but  vivifying,  in  principle;  not  radi- 
cally fubverfive,  but  radically  ftabilitive,  of  the 
fundamental  rights  of  the  realm.  It  is  alfo  evi- 
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dent,  that  borough  reprefentation  prevails  as 
much  in  proportion  in  Great  Britain  as  in  Ire- 
land  ;  from  all  which  I  deduce,  that  your  infa- 
mous mifreprefentation  of  the  creation  of  bo- 
roughs in  Ireland,  by  the  houfe  of  Stewart,  of 
its  purpofes  and  effecb,  is  (to  ufe  your  own 
phrafe)  diabolical  in  intention ;  and  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  determine,  on  reading  it,  whe- 
ther your  ignorance  or  your  malice  is  moft  pre- 
dominant. 

Mr.  Grat-  Now,  fir,  1  fhall  proceed  to  flate  the  great 
tans  plan  outlines  of  the  plan  of  reform  which  was  pro- 

01  reform  1  1 

in  repre-  pofed  in  the  lad  parliament,  and  fupported  by 
fentation  y0U  anj  y0ur  party :  I  did  then  and  do  now  fup- 
and  ex-    pofe,  that  it  was  entirely  framed  by  you,  though 
pofed.      you  procured  another  gentleman  to  propofe  it— - 
becaufe  he  contented  himfelf  with  barely  propo- 
fing  it,  leaving  to  you  the  tafk  of  fupporting  it, 
which  you  performed  with  the  greateft  zeal ;  be- 
caufe 1  look  on  your  views  as  fully  equal  to  the 
inifchief  it  was  calculated  to  produce ;  and  be- 
caufe 1  do  not  believe,  the  gentleman  who  pro- 
pofed  it,  had  duly  weighed  the  confequences  of 
fuch  a  plan,  if  adopted,  or  by  any  means  faw  it 
in  the  fame  light  in  which  it  ftrikes  me,  and  in 
which  I  think  myfelf  fully  competent  to  expofe  it 
to  the  eye  of  thepublick ;  I  am  very  fure  if  he 
had  feen  it  in  the  fame  light,  that  his  heart  would 
have  revolted  from  it :  And  1  admit  your  pow- 
ers of  deception  to  be  very  confiderable,  when 
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you  were  able  fo  effectually  to  difguife  its  helliih 
deformity,  as  to  prevail  on  him  to  introduce  it 
into  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Another  ground 
of  my  belief  that  you  were  at  leaft  the  adoptive 
father  of  it,  is,  that  it  ftrongly  refembles  the 
mode  of  reprefentation  eftablifhed  by  the  French 
democrats,  with  which  your  colleague  Tone  was 
perfectly  well  acquainted ;  and  it  is  not  impoffible 
that  he  might  have  communicated  with  you  on 
the  fubject ;  you  know,  fir,  at  leaft  the  publick 
now  know,  he  has  been  lately  in  England  incog. 
In  the  exercife  of  his  office  as  incendiary  and 
French  fpy,  and  he  is  now  probably  in  France, 
as  it  is  currently  reported,  and  generally  credit- 
ed, that  he  attended  the  negociation  at  Lifle,  as 
one  of  the  agents  of  your  popular  and  energetick 
Romanifts,  the  United  Irijhmen  ;  for  they  had  two 
there,  as  the  Irifh  prints  in  their  pay  have  uni- 
verfaliy  afferted  ;  and  the  fame  channels  have  con- 
veyed to  us  the  intelligence,  that  their  indefati- 
gable exertions  defeated  the  negociation.  The 
firft  part  of  your  propofed  reform,  was  what  you 
{tiled  the  emancipation  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
that  is,  the  admiffion  of  them  into  the  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  and  into  all  the  great  offices  of  the 
ftate,  as  well  of  political  adminiftration,  as  of 
jurifprudence ;  without  the  teft :  This  you  de- 
clared was  fo  effentially  necefiary  to  your  reform, 
that  without  it  there  could  be  no  reform  whatfo- 
ever  :  Your  principal  view  in  introducing  your 
reform,  with  this  meafure  in  the  front,  was  to 
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attach  all  the  Irifh  Romanifls  of  every  defcripti- 
on,  not  only  your  popular  and  cnergetkk  Romamfts^ 
the  United  Irijhmen,  the  profefled  republicans  and 
aflaffins  the  Catilinarian  gang,  of  whofe  aid  you 
were  affured,  but  the  refpectable  and  hitherto 
loyal  part  of  that  communion,  to  your  party. 
The  fecond  part  of  your  reform  was  the  diffolu- 
tion,  utter  fubverfion  and  annihilation  of  all  cor* 
porations  of  every  kind,  in  cities,  towns  and  bo- 
roughs, which  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  fending 
reprefentatives  to  parliament,  with  all  their  fran- 
chifes ;  and  the  diviilon  of  the  nation  into  depart- 
ments, each  department  to  contain  five  thoufand 
houfes ;  and  as  by  the  hearth-money  books  the 
whole  kingdom  was  computed  to  contain  feven 
hundred  thoufand  houfes,  reputing  every  wretch- 
ed cabin,  a  houfe ;  it  would  be  divided  into  one 
hundred  and  forty  departments,  each  of  which 
was  to  fend  two  members  to  parliament,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  two  hundred  and  eighty 
members,  elective  by  the  votes,  not  of  the  free- 
holders, but  of  the  houfeholders  in  each  depart- 
ment. The  county  reprefentation,  and  mode  of 
election,  was  not  to  be  altered,  fo  that  fixty-four 
county  members  would  remain  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  added  to  two  hundred  and 
eighty,  would  make  the  whole  number  of  repre- 
fentatives in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  amount 
to  three  hundred  and  fixty-four;  almoft  two- 
thirds  of  the  number  of  the  Britifh  commoners: 
Although  Great  Britain  is  nearly  four  times 

larger 


(    263  ) 

larger  than  Ireland,  in  population  in  the  fame 
proportion  at  leaft,  and  in  wealth  and  real 
ftrength  and  energy,  fifty  times  greater.  The 
remaining  parts  of  your  project  of  reform,  I  {hall 
omit,  as  they  are  only  minutiae,  and  the  two  re- 
cited parts  forming  the  great  outline  of  it,  are 
fufficient  for  my  purpofe. 

This  project  of  reform,  at  one  flroke  cuts 
down  by  the  root,  the  parliamentary  conftituti- 
on  of  Ireland,  modelled  exactly  from  that  of  Eng- 
land ;  all  corporations  reprefentable  in  parliament 
are  to  be  abolifhed  ;  and  that  renowned  inftituti- 
on  to  which  Great  Britain  owes  her  liberty,  her 
property,  and  her  glory,  which  (he  tranfplanted 
into  this  kingdom,  and  which  is  here  coeval  with 
the  conftitution,  eflablimed  on  the  expulfion  or 
rather  fubjugation  of  barbarifm,  is,  in  the  mili- 
tary fen fe  of  the  word,  to  be  reformed;  that  is^ 
annihilated  ;  Magna  Charta,  which  fecures  to  the 
fubjects  all  their  franchifes,  is  to  be  defeated  j 
freemen  are  to  lofe  their  franchifes ;  corporations 
are  to  be  diffolved  ;  without  quo  warrantos  or  in- 
formations in  the  nature  of  quo  warrantos3 
founded  on  abufes  ;  becaufe  freemen  in  fuch  cafes 
would  have  a  right  by  law  to  defend  their  fran- 
chifes, and  might  defeat  fuch  attempts ;  and  the 
old  common  law,  aided  by  ftatute  law,  founded 
on  juftice  and  reafon,  would  not  ferve  your  turn. 
When  the  publick  good  demands  the  facrifice  of 
the  private  property  of  a  fubject,  or  of  the  fran* 
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»  thife  of  a  corporation,  compenfation  is  always 
made  for  the  lofs  ;  no  compenfation  is  offered  by 
your  fcheme  to  the  freemen  to  be  disfranchifed 
for  the  lofs  of  their  franchifes  :  But  the  injuftice 
to  individuals  is  not  the  moft  noxious  part  of 
your  propofed  dofe  for  remedying  the  alleged 
maladies  of  the  ftate;  the  intereft  of  individuals, 
I  admit,  muft  give  way  to  the  general  intereft  of 
the  whole  community  ;  the  deadly  effect  of  fuch  a 
poifonous  drug  on  the  body  politick,  and  the  fe- 
lonious adminiftration  of  it,  I  mean  to  explain, 
prevent,  and  reprobate. 

A  very  few  years  fince,  a  bill  was  brought  into 
parliament  in  Ireland  for  reducing  the  hearth- 
money  tax  by  exempting  a  certain  clafs  of  the  in- 
habitants from  the  payment  of  it  on  account  of 
their  poverty.  It  was  then  ftated  to  the  Houfe, 
on  calculations  made  from  the  books  of  the 
hearth-money  collectors,  as  I  have  before  menti- 
oned, that  there  were  two  millions  one  hundred 
thoufand  inhabitants  in  this  kingdom,  who  ought 
to  be  exempted  from  that  tax  on  account  of  their 
poverty.  This  tax,  on  a  houfe,  or  rather  cabin, 
having  but  one  fire  hearth,  was  no  more  than 
two  lhillings  and  two  pence,  yearly,  that  is  one 
halfpenny  per  week/  computing  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  houfes  or  cabins,  having  but  one  fire 
hearth  each,at  five  to  a  houfe,  the  number  of 
houfeholders  in  the  whole  kingdom,  To  poor  that 
they  could  not  without  the  greateft  diftrefs  pay  a 
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tax  to  the  ftate  of  one  halfpenny  per  week, 
amounts  to  four  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand, 
the  remaining  houfeholders   inhabiting  houfes 
having  each  two  fire  hearths,  or  more,  amount, 
by   the  fame   mode  of  calculation,   to  about 
three  hundred  thoufand,  and  by  the  bill  for 
reducing  the  hearth-money  tax,  all  houfes  hav- 
ing but  one  fire  hearth,  were  exempted  from 
payment  of  that  tax,   the  owner  performing 
certain  requifites  fpecified  in  the  bill,  and  they 
were  chargeable  with  no  other ;   fo  here  are 
four  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  houfeholders 
in  Ireland  exempted  from  all  taxes  on  account 
of  their  poverty,  and  who  by  your  fcheme  are 
each  to  have  an  equal  right  of  voting  for  repre- 
fentatives  in  parliament,  with  each  of  the  other 
three  hundred  thoufand  houfeholders  occupying 
houfes  with  two  firehearths  and  upwards.  And 
of  thefe  three  hundred  thoufand  houfeholders,  a 
great  proportion  are  perfons  of  very  fmall  pro- 
perties, yet  by  your  fcheme  the  beggar  occupy- 
ing a  cottage,  the  working  artizan,  or  labourer, 
inhabiting  a  houfe  with  two  firehearths,  one 
half  of  it  perhaps  let  to  another  family,  were  to 
have  an  equal  right  of  voting  for  reprefentatives 
in  parliament,  with  the  men  of  large  real  and 
perfonal  property;  and  if  fuch  a  man  happened 
to  have  two  houfes,  one  in  a  city  and  one  in  the 
country,  in  the  fame  department,  he  was  not  to 
have  a  vote  for  each  houfe,  but  a  vote  for  one 
only  :  And  as  the  number  of  houfeholders  inha- 
biting 
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biting  cabins  with  one  firehearth,  fo  wretchedly 
poor,  that  they  cannot  afford  to  pay  one  half- 
penny per  week  as  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  the 
ftate,  exceeds  the  number  of  all  the  other  houfe- 
holders  in  the  nation  put  together,  and  as 
amongft  the  houfeholders  inhabiting  houfes  with 
two  firehearths  or  more,  the  number  of  poor 
artizans  procuring  their  livelihood  by  manual 
labour,  and  of  other  poor  perfons,  infinitely  ex- 
ceed the  number  of  wealthy  houfeholders ;  two 
hundred  and  eighty  members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  would,  by  your  fcheme,  be  elected  by 
the  beggars,  the  labourers,  the  artizans  depend- 
ing for  their  exiftence  on  their  daily  labour,  and 
by  other  indigent  claffes  of  the  community,  and 
the  only  reprefentation  of  all  real  and  perfonal 
property  in  the  h6ufe  of  commons  would  confift 
of  64  members,  the  reprefentatives  of  counties. 
By  your  fcheme,  the  Romanifls  are  to  be  admit- 
ted into  both  houfes  of  parliament  without  the 
teft,  and  to  (hew  that  by  your  fcheme  the  infi- 
nite majority  of  the  electors  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
would  be  Romanifts,  I  fhall  refort  firft  to  the  au- 
thority of  your  colleague  Mr.  Tone,  in  his  afore- 
faid  ftate  of  Ireland,  drawn  up  for  the  ufe  of  the 
French  Convention,  and  fecondly,  to  your  own 
authority.  Mr.  Tone  writes  thus :  "  The  Catho- 
"  licks,  the  great  body  of  the  people are  in  the 
Ci  loweft  degree  of  ignorance,  the  whole  peafan- 
**  try  of  Ireland,  the  moft  oppreffed  and  wretch- 
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"  ed  in  Europe,  may  be  faid  to  be  Catholick.  In 
<6  Ireland  the  name  of  England  and  her  power 
"  is  univerfally  odious  ;  the  Catholicks  are  ene- 
"  mies  to  the  Englifh  power  from  a  hatred  to  the 
"  Englifti  name.  The  intereft  of  the  Irifh  ari- 
"  ftocrats  (that  is,  the  proteftants  and  gentry 
"  poftefled  of  eftates)  is  adverfe  to  that  of  the 
"  people,  their  own  tenantry  would  defert  and 
"  turn  againft  them."  And  now,  fir,  I  ftiall 
quote  your  own  authority  to  eftablifh  the  fame 
point.  You  aflert  in  your  addrefs  that  three 
fourths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  are  Roma- 
nifts :  (I  admit  two  thirds  are  foj  as  all  the  inha- 
bitants muft  occupy  houfes,  and  as  the  Irifti 
cabins,  the  mo  ft  numerous  clafs  of  houfes,  con- 
tain in  general  but  one  family  each,  the  number 
of  houfes  in  the  kingdom  inhabited  by  prote- 
ftants and  Romanifts  muft  be  in  nearly  the  fame 
proportion,  if  the  ratio,  in  favour  of  the  Roma- 
nifts does  not  exceed ;  as  the  inhabitants  of  ca- 
bins, folding  only  one  family  each,  are  almoft 
entirely  Romanifts ;  hence  by  your  own  calcula- 
tion the  Romifh  electors  would  exceed  the  Pro- 
teftant  in  proportion  of  three  to  one  at  leaft.  In 
the  prefent  {late  of  the  elective  franchife,  the  Pro- 
teftant  electors  infinitely  exceed  the  Romanifts, 
for  the  landed  eftates  are  moftly  in  the  hands  of 
Proteftants,  and  the  corporators  are  almoft  all 
Proteftants;  your  fcheme  therefore  is  calculated 
utterly  to  root  out  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  Ire- 
land, as  the  prelude  of  your  project  of  feparation. 

Thus 
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Thus  it  is  clear  as  well  from  your  own  authority, 
as  that  of  your  colleague  Mr.  Tone,  that  the 
great  body  of  electors  of  two  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  would 
confift  of  beggars,  labourers,  and  poorer  arti- 
zans  of  the  kingdom,  all  Romanifts,  who  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Tone  hate  and  abhor  the  Englifli 
name ;  that  is,  as  I  have  before  (hewed,  all  Pro- 
teftants ;  it  could  not  be  expected,  or  hoped  for, 
that  fuch  electors  would  elect  Proteftant  repre- 
fentatives,  they  would  to  a  certainty  elect  Roma- 
nifts, and  fuch  only  as  manifefted  the  greateft 
hatred  and  malevolence  to  Proteftants ;  and  for 
the  moft  part  men  of  defperate  fortunes,  your 
popular  and  energetick  Romanifts,  the  leaders  of  the 
murderous  affociation  of  united  Irimmen ;  and 
in  fhort  the  chiefs  of  the  Catilinarian  gang  of 
aflaflins  and  robbers,  who  now  infeft  the  country, 
would  be  the  perfons  elected  :  and  pre-eminence 
in  every  kind  of  wickednefs  would  be  a  certain 
title  to  the  fufFrages  of  fuch  electors.    Thus  four 
fifths,  if  not  five  fixths  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
would  confift  of  Romanifts,  men  of  fmall  or  of 
no  property,  of  aflaffins,  and  robbers,  enemies  of 
the  Britifh  Empire,  their  animofity  againft  Pro- 
teftants inflamed,  as  well  by  bigotry,  envy  of 
their  profperity,  and  avarice,  as  by  the  received 
opinions  of  them  all,  that  their  proteftant  fellow 
fubjects  are  ufurpers  of  the  eftates  of  their  ance- 
stors :  and  rendered  more  defperate,  dangerous, 
and  inclined  to  war,  by  their  ignorance,  femi 
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barbarity,  and  poverty,  according  to  Mr.  Tone, 
The  principle  of  the  conftitution,  and  on  which 
borough  reprefentation  was  originally  inftituted, 
viz.  That  property,  not  numbers,  ought  to  be 
attually  reprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
would  be  compleatly  overturned ;  numbers  would 
prevail  over  property,  and  the  purfe  of  the  nati- 
on, exclufively  trufted  to  that  Houfe  by  thecon- 
ftitution,  would  be  torn  from  the  cuftody  of  the 
opulent,  from  whofe  coffers  all  its  treafures  are 
colle&ed  and  recruited,  and  delivered  over  to  the 
indigent  and  needy,  whofe  poverty  not  only  dif- 
ables  them  from  contributing  one  mite  to  its 
contents,  but  would  moft  certainly  invite  and 
induce  them  to  peculation  and  plunder  of  the 
publick,  to  fupply  their  wants  and  gratify  their 
avarice  and  all  other  vices  :  The  immediate  con- 
fequences  would  be,  the  overturning  the  Protef- 
tant  eftablifhment  in  church  and  ftate,  publick 
diftrefs,  murder,  baniftiment,  plunder,  confifcati- 
on,  and  a  rebellion  to  fever  this  country  from 
the  Britifh  Empire.  Your  coadjutor  Mr.  Tone 
could  not  have  devifed  a  better  engine  for  carry- 
ing on  his  project  of  feparation,  than  your 
fcheme  of  reform,  if  carried  into  execution  ; 
which  induces  me  ftrongly  to  fufpect,  as  I  have 
already  hinted,  that  it  is  not  entirely  of  your 
own  invention,  but  that  you  had  the  benefit  of 
his  alliftance  at  lead.  In  vain  would  the  legal 
authority  of  the  crown  and  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
ilruggle  againft  the  defperate  enterprizes  of  fuch 
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a  Houfe  of  Commons ;  every  one  acquainted 
with  the  hiftory  of  his  own  country  in  the  flight- 
eft  degree,  knows  the  immenfe  powers  in  the 
ftate  claimed,  acquired,  and  exercifed  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  fince  the  extinction  of  the  line 
of  Tudor  ;  and  the  limitation  and  reduction  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown.  It  is  very  clear  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  confidering  its  prefent 
powers,  if  all  influence  of  the  crown,  peerage, 
and  ariftocracy,  was  excluded  from  it,  and  if  it 
was  guided  and  ruled  by  turbulent  and  ambiti- 
ous men,  might  eafily  overturn  the  prefent 
frame  of  the  conftitution  j  and  that  fuch  a  Houfe 
of  Commons,  as  your  project  of  reformation 
offers  to  the  nation,  would  not  only  be  free  from 
all  influence  of  the  crown,  peerage,  and  arifto- 
cracy, but  would  be  compofed  of  the  meaneft 
and  moft  intemperate  members  of  fociety,  in  def- 
perate  circumftances,  ready  (to  ufe  your  colleague 
Tone's  language)  for  any  change,  becaufe  no 
change  could  make  them  worfe,  flagitious,  ig- 
norant, and  bigoted,  and  therefore  the  tools 
fpecially  adapted  to  the  execution  of  the  daring 
projects  of  wicked  and  ambitious  demagogues ; 
they  would  confider  the  higher  clafles  of  fociety 
as  their  natural  enemies,  and  endeavour  to  hunt 
the  ariftocracy  from  the  country  by  every  fpecies 
of  violence  and  outrage,  and  to  found  a  demo- 
cratick  Romifli  republick,  feparated  from  the 
Britifli  empire,  on  the  ruins  of  the  monarchy, 
the  peerage,  and  the  ariftocracy  in  general.  As 
to  the  change  of  the  national  religious  eftablifh- 
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merit,  you  have  furniftied  convincing  proofs, 
you  have  even  been  at  great  pains  to  demon- 
ftrate,  that  it  would  give  you  no  uneafinefs,  nay 
that  it  would  meet  your  hearty  approbation ; 
to  a  modern  philofopher,  a  mofque,  a  pagoda,  a 
Romifli  chapel,  a  diffenting  conventicle,  and  a 
proteftant  church,  are  equally  acceptable,  as  pla- 
ces of  worlhip ;  the  politician  who  derides  all 
religion  as  prieft  craft,  will  affect  to  be  of  that 
religion  moft  palatable  to  the  party  he  efpoufes^ 
or  which  efpoufes  him  :  and  you  have  difplayed 
fuch  fymptoms  of  your  attachment  to  republi- 
canifm  on  the  French  plan,  that  no  reafonable 
perfon  can  doubt  your  eafy  acquiefcence  with 
fuch  a  revolution  in  this  kingdom,  as  has  been 
effected  in  France ;  mod  people  indeed  conjec- 
ture, that  you  would  not  be  long  contented  even 
with  fuch  a  form  of  government,  unlefs  you 
mould  be  elected  one  of  the  directory ;  nor  in- 
deed with  any  form  of  government,  if  the  chief 
management  of  the  publick  purfe,  and  pubiick 
adminiftration  was  withheld  from  your  infatia- 
ble  avarice  and  ambition. 

Exclufive  of  the  radical  wickednefs  of  your 
fcheme  of  reform,  there  are  fome  abfurdities  in 
it,  which  deferve  notice ;  not  to  aggravate  its 
political  and  moral  turpitude,  that  is  impoffible; 
but  to  expofe  the  folly  of  the  projector  in  fome 
particulars,  and  to  mew  that  folly  and  mifchief 
may  be  co-partners  in  the  fame  houfe.  The 
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kingdom  is,  by  your  fcheme,  to  be  divided  into 
departments,  each  department  to  contain  five 
thoufand  houfes,-  local  population  in  this  and  in 
every  other  kingdom  is  of  a  fluctuating  nature, 
cities,  towns,  villages,  and  large  tracts  of  coun- 
try, which  were  heretofore  very  populous,  are 
now  but  thinly  inhabited  ;  in  England  foms 
towns,  fuch  as  Manchefter,  Liverpool,  and  Bir- 
mingham, have  fwelled  in  a  few  years  to  ten 
times  their  former  bulk,  their  inhabitants  en- 
creafing  in  that  proportion  ;  whilft  other  ancient 
towns  and  cities,  fuch  as  Lincoln,  have  decreafed  ; 
fimilar  has  been  the  revolution  refpecting  the  in- 
habitants of  large  tracts  of  country,  and  the  re- 
publican faction  in  England,  whofe  underftrapper 
you  are  here,  and  their  and  your  great  apoftles, 
Paine,  Price,  and  Prieftley,  found  their  argu- 
ments for  a  reform  of  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  England,  on  the  inequality  of  it, 
arifing  from  thefe  changes  in  the  ftate  of  local 
population  :  and  your  arguments  for  a  reform 
in  Ireland,  are  founded  in  a  great  meafure  on 
the  fame  principle.  If  fuch  changes  in  local  po- 
pulation have  taken  place  in  England  (a  country 
for  ages  enjoying  the  fweets  of  a  regular  govern- 
ment) in  ihort  fpaces  of  time,  fome  of  them 
within  the  memory  of  perfons  now  living; 
much  greater  changes  of  that  nature  are  to  be 
expected,  and  are  in  fact  experienced,  in  Ireland, 
a  country  not  yet  two  hundred  years  reclaimed, 
for  the  mod  part,  from  a  ftate  of  barbarifm,  and 
during  that  fpace  of  time  twice  in  a  great  mea- 
fure 
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fure  depopulated  by  inteftine  war.  I  can  remem- 
ber the  city  of  Dublin,  one  fourth  lefs  than  it  is 
at  prefent ;  the  village  of  the  Black  Rock  near 
Dublin,  fifty  years  ago,  contained  three  houfes 
only,  it  now  with  its  environs,  contains  five 
hundred,  if  not  more.  The  town  of  Belfaft,  that 
hot-bed  of  fedition,  infamous  for  its  turbulence 
even  in  the  time  of  Cromwell,  as  maybe  feen  in 
Milton's  Works,  has  been  nearly  doubled  in  fize 
within  half  a  century ;  whilft  the  ancient  town 
of  Carrickfergus  has  been  diminifhed  in  the  fame 
proportion  :  and  the  town  of  Belfaft:  itfelf  is  now 
on  the  decline  by  the  decay  of  its  trade,  owing 
to  the  reftlefs  difpofition  of  its  factious  inhabi- 
tants. Revolutionary  principles  do  not  fofter  com- 
merce— trade  is  nurfed  in  the  cradle  of  peace  and 
tranquillity — the  changes  in  local  population  in 
Ireland  conftantiy  vifible,  muft  require  a  con- 
ftant  variation  in  the  limits  of  your  propofed  de- 
partments, and  at  every  election  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  there  muft  be,  to  preferve  your  equality 
of  reprefentation,  a  new  divifion  of  the  king- 
dom, into  departments  ;  the  immenfe  increafe  of 
the  number  of  electors,  from  lefs  than  eighty 
thoufand,  the  prefent  computed  number,  to 
feven  hundred  thoufand  and  upwards  by  your 
fcheme,  and  thefe  for  the  mod  part  femi- barbari- 
ans, would  of  itfelf  caufe  very  great,  if  not  ir- 
remediable, confufion  in  the  elections  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament.  The  undefmeable  limits  of 
the  departments  for  any  length  of  time,  would 
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render  fuch  elections  utterly  impracticable.  The 
defperate  ruffian,  who  alone  could  propofe  him- 
felf  as  a  candidate  for  a  feat  in  parliament,  for 
any  department,  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs, 
could  never  know  with  certainty  what  fet  of 
electors  to  folicit  for  votes ;  previous  to  each  ge- 
neral election,  to  preferve  equality  of  reprefenta- 
tion,  a  new  divifion  muft  be  attempted :  the 
election  muft  immediately  follow  the  divifion, 
becaufe  every  day  might  caufe  a  change  in  the 
local  population  :  the  fliifting  of  the  departments 
muft  be  attended  with  inextricable  confufion  ; 
the  party  views  of  active  demogogues,  living  in 
different  departments,  would  create  infurmount- 
able  difficulties  in  every  attempt  of  a  new  divi- 
fion ;  the  very  nature  of  the  propofed  divifions 
would  render  them  impracticable  in  many  in- 
ftances.  Suppofe  one  department  to  decreafe, 
after  the  limits  of  it  were  firft  defined,  from 
five  thoufand  houfes  to  half  that  number,  or  to 
increafe  in  the  fame  proportion,  before  a  new 
election,  or  during  any  given  period  ;  and  fup. 
pofe  the  departments  furrounding  it  on  every 
fide,  had  neither  encreafed  or  decreafed,  or  in  a 
much  lefs  proportion  during  that  period,  a  cafe 
which  would  often  happen,  where  the  depart- 
ments were  partly  com po fed  of  cities,  towns,  and 
populous  villages  ;  how  would  the  limits  of  the. 
enclofed  increafed  or  diminifhed  department  be 
afcertained  on  a  new  divifion  ?  If  its  population 
increafed,  its  limits  muft  decreafe,  and  vice  verfa; 
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muft  the  limits  of  all  the  adjacent  furrounding 
departments,  and  their  adjacent  departments,  be 
pufhed  in,  and  pufhed  out,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  change  of  the  population  of  the 
enclofed  department  ?  and  muft  a  progreflive 
convulfion  of  compreffion  or  dilation  be  circu- 
lated in  a  ring  through  all  the  departments  of 
the  ftate,  and  all  their  inhabitants  ?  The  idea 
brings  to  my  mind  the  foporifick  operation  of 
the  lecture  in  the  Dunciad  on  the  affembly  of  at- 
tendant  Dunces, 

So  from  the  midmofl  the  nutation  fpreads, 
Round  and  more  round  o'er  all  the  fea  of  heads. 

In  fhort,  the  abfurdity  of  your  fcheme  for  pro- 
curing a  permanent  equality  of  reprefentation  as 
to  number  of  electors,  is  glaringly  ridiculous  ; 
and  as  to  its  folly  and  impracticability  can  be 
only  rivalled  by  the  projects  of  the  profelTors  in 
the  Gulliverian  academy  of  Lagado ;  and  yet  it 
fully  and  fufficiently  manifefts  the  fpirit  of  mo  ft 
dangerous  innovation  in  the  projector.  Thus, 
fir,  I  conclude  my  ftrictures  on  your  projected 
fcheme  of  reform  :  trufting  that  I  have  diflected 
your  propofed  felonious  reprefentation  (to  ufe  a 
phrafe  of  your  own  in  debate)  as  furgeons  dif- 
fect  malefactors,  as  well  for  publick  benefit  as 
publick  example. 
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The  quef-    ^nd  now  fir   I  fhall  confider  the  queftions- 

tion  vvhe-     ,     .  _  .  .         .  ~ 

ther  any  whether  any  reform  is  requifite  in  the  prefent 

andwhat  mode  of  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parlia- 
reform  in  ment?  from  actual  or  fuppofed  abufes  in  it;  and 
reprefen-  whether  the  exifting  laws  of  the  land,  with  frnall 
neceflary,  additions  to  them,  do  not  afford  full  and  ade- 
difcufTed.  quate  means  for  the  correction  of  fuch  abufes  as 
may  have  crept  into  it.  The  prefent  mode  of 
county  reprefentation,  you  have  in  your  pro- 
pofed  fcheme  of  reform,  allowed  to  require  no 
amendment,  as  it  is  by  your  fcheme  to  remain 
on  its  prefent  footing  :  againft  the  prefent  bo- 
rough reprefentation  it  is  objected  that  the  feats 
in  parliament  for  many  boroughs  are  fold  by  ne- 
ceflitous  and  corrupt  men,  who  have  obtained  a 
domineering  intereft  over  their  fellow  corpo- 
rators ;  that  others  of  them  are  under  the  patro- 
nage of  great  noblemen,  or  of  powerful  and 
rich  commoners,  who  control  and  command 
the  votes  of  the  corporators  fo  far,  as  to  procure 
perfons  of  their  nomination  to  be  returned  to 
parliament,  as  members  for  fuch  boroughs ;  and 
that  both  the  fale  of,  and  nomination  to,  feats 
in  parliament  for  fuch  boroughs,  are  procured, 
either  from  the  faulty  original  conftitution  of 
them,  communicating  their  corporate  rights  to  a 
very  fmali  number  of  perfons,  in  fome  cafes,  to 
twelve  burgeifes  only ;  or  by  the  exertion  of 
the  intereft  of  the  aforefaid  patrons  of  thefe 
boroughs,  in  procuring  fuch  perfons  only  to  be 
admitted  members  of  thefe  corporations,  as  have 
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engaged  always  to  vote  as  they  {hall  direct  :  and 
In  excluding  many  perfons  from  admifnon,  who 
from  the  fair  conflruclion  of  their  foundation 
charters  are  entitled  to  be  admitted  members.  It 
is  aifo  urged  againft  borough  reprefentation  in 
general,  that  it  confines  the  election  of  reprefen- 
fatives  of  the  Commons  in  parliament  to  a  very 
fmall  number  of  perfons,  excluding  the  great  mafs 
of  the  people  from  the  privilege  of  voting  fqr 
members  of  parliament.  I  mall  confider  thefe  Obje&kms 
objections  feriatim.  As  to  the  firft,  the  fale  0f  againft  the 
feats  in  parliament  for  boroughs,  1  admit  it  is  an  ftateofbo- 
abufe,  but  it  is  not  an  abufe  of  any  great  magni-  roush  re; 
tude.  I  have  carefully  examined  the  ftate  of  the^  conii„ 
borough  reprefentation  in  the  laft  parliament,  dered. 
and  have  found  that  the  members  who  were  ge- 
nerally reputed  to  have  purchafed  feats  in  it,  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  thirty,  if  to  fo  many, 
A  great  proportion  of  which  were  barrifters,  fo 
that  the  purchafing  members  did  not  amount  to 
above  a  tenth  part  of  the  Houfe.  Many  boroughs, 
reputed  venal,  returned  a  purchafer  for  one  feat 
only,  the  other  feat  being  filled  by  the  patron,  or 
by  one  of  his  immediate  dependants.  And  of  all 
the  fubje&s  of  this  kingdom  you,  fir,  have  the 
lead  reafon  to  complain  of  fuch  venal  reprefenta- 
tion. Every  member  of  the  laft  parliament,  who 
exercifed  his  oratorical  talents  under  your  auf- 
pices,  fat  in  the  Houfe,  as  reprefentative  for  a  bo- 
rough moft  notorioufly  venal,  three  gentlemen 
excepted,  and  two  of  thefe  fat  as  representatives 
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of  boroughs  under  the  influence  of  patrons ;  and 
the  third,  for  a  corporate  town ;  they  were  all 
barrifters.    The  ill  fuccefs  of  fome  of  your  adhe- 
rents in  the  trade  of  parliament,  and  their  inabi- 
lity or  difinclination  to  repurchafe,  owing  to  their 
ill  fuccefs,  you  have  pathetically  lamented  in  your 
addrefs,  as  I  have  already  noted.    The  exifting 
laws,  if  properly  enforced,  afford  fome  remedy 
of  this  venality  of  feats  in  parliament ;  and  if  they 
do  not  afford  a  compleat  one,  it  is  very  eafy  to 
devife  laws,  whofe  operation  would  prevent,  or 
detect  and  punifh,  fuch  corruption.    Tefts,  ab- 
juring all  corrupt  means  of  obtaining  feats,  may 
be  impofed  on  all  members  on  their  taking  their 
feats.    The  penalties  of  perjury,  exclufion  from, 
and  perpetual  difability  to  fit,  in  parliament ;  and 
deprivation  of,  and  perpetual  exclufion  from,  all 
corporate  privileges,  may  be  inflicted  on  the  cor- 
ruptor  when  detected,  and  fpecial  means  of  de- 
tection of  all  fuch  corrupt  bargains  may  be  pre- 
fcribed.    When  venality  is  detected,  the  corpora- 
tors guilty  of,  aiding,  or  abetting,  the  corrupti- 
on, may  be  disfranchifed,  and  otherwife  heavily 
punifhed,  and  provifion  made,  for  transferring 
and  extending  the  franchifes  of  the  corporation 
to  other  perfons,  and  to  greater  numbers,  by  the 
grant  of  a  new  charter,  or  by  fpecial  authority  of 
parliament.     Such  wholefome  regulations  will 
prevent  the  abufe  of  the  franchifes  of  boroughs 
by  the  fale  of  feats  in  parliament,  without  alter- 
ing or  fubverting  the  prefent  frame  of  the  confti- 
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tution.  Greedy  adventurers  in  the  trade  of  par- 
liament will  by  fuch  means  be  for  ever  excluded  ; 
and  muft  betake  themfelves  to  honefter  employ- 
ments ;  and  I  do  not  know  any  one  perfon  in  the 
kingdom,  fuch  laws  will  operate  againft,  with  fo 
much  effect,  as  againft  yourfelf ;  when  they  mail 
be  enacted,  you  muft  ftiut  up  your  {hop,  clofe 
your  books,  abandon  your  hitherto  moft  lucra- 
tive trade,  and  live  on  your  ill-gotten  acquiiiti- 
ons.  You  have  fufficient  penetration  to  difcover, 
that  the  enacting  fuch  laws  would  operate  to  your 
own  difadvantage ;  and  therefore  though  you  de- 
claim againft  the  abufe  of  venality  in  borough  re- 
prefentation,  you  mean  only  to  deceive  and  in- 
flame the  vulgar  by  fuch  declamations :  You  do 
not  intend  correction  or  improvement.  Your 
aim  is  utter  fubverfion,  not  reformation  of  the 
conftitution,  and  your  project  manifefts  it.  So 
far  as  fuch  corrective  and  preventive  laws  may  be 
faid  to  be  a  reform  in  parliament,  I  admit  the 
expediency  of  fuch  reform.  But  what  reasonable 
argument  can  you  ground  on  fo  partial  an  abufe 
eafily  curable  by  the  application  of  proper  reme- 
dies, for  the  annihilation  of  the  whole  borough 
reprefentation,  of  all  the  corporations  in  the  king- 
dom, cities,  towns,  and  boroughs  fending  repre- 
fentatives  to  parliament  ?  Is  the  whole  reprefen- 
tative  body  to  fufTer  political  death,  becaufe  a 
limb  of  it  is  affected  by  a  difeafe  eafiiy  curable  ? 
What  opinion  would  be  entertained  of  the  men- 
tal fanity  of  a  furgeon,  who  becaufe  a  man's  arm 
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was  (lightly  bruifed,  would  prefcribe  the  {hoot- 
ing him  through  the  head  as  an  effectual  cure  I 
or  of  an  architect,  who  mould  propofe  to  demo- 
Hfh  the  whole  building  to  repair  a  flaw  in  the  pa- 
rapet ?  It  is  almoft  impoffible  to  give  fuch  fort  of 
arguments  any  ferious  anfwers.  As  to  the  fecond 
objection  againft  borough  reprefentation,  arifing 
from  the  patronage  of  boroughs  vefted  in  noble- 
men and  commoners  of  great  property,  and  chief- 
ly acquired  by  them  by  the  fituation  of  their  ef- 
tates,  lying  within,  or  adjacent  to,  the  precincts 
of  boroughs,  it  cannot  be  fupported  on  the 
ground  of  venality.  Such  noblemen  and  com- 
moners receive  no  pecuniary  advantage  from  fuch 
patronage ;  on  the  contrary,  the  fupport  of  their 
intereft  in  thefe  patronized  corporations,  is  at- 
tended by  confiderable  trouble  andexpence;  and 
they  recommend  to  the  feats  in  parliament,  men 
flrongly  connected  with  themfelves,  and  under 
their  influence.  You  ftate,  fir,  in  your  addrefs, 
that  the  patronage  of  a  borough  is  fometimes  fold 
to  a  rich  nobleman  or  commoner  for  the  fum  of 
fixteen  thoufand  pounds,  which,  if  true,  mews, 
that  no  perfon  except  fuch  as  poffefs  very  large 
properties,  can  obtain  or  retain  the  patronage  of 
fuch  a  borough.  The  annual  legal  intereft  of  fix- 
teen  thoufand  pounds  amounts  to  nine  hundred 
and  fixty  pounds,  and  to  this  muft  be  added  the 
coft  of  maintaining  the  intereft  in  the  borough, 
vhich  muft  annually  amount  to  a  confiderable 
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fum  ;  hence  the  retaining  the  patronage  of  fuch  a 
borough,  muft  ftand  the  patron  in  the  annual 
expence  of  above  one  thoufand  pounds,  an  ex- 
pence  which  octennial  and  other  contingent  fales 
of  the  feats  would  never  defray  :  Confequently, 
if  views  of  advantage  from  the  fale  of  the  feats, 
were  the  inducements  to  the  purchafe,  the  pur- 
chafers  muft  be  idiots  indeed  !  but  as  I  have  above 
flated,  the  feats  for  thefe  boroughs  are  never 
fold ;  and  refpe&ing  fuch  boroughs,  no  reform  is 
neceffary.    The  true  fource  of  aftual  parliamen- 
tary reprefentation  is  property  ;  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  judges  and  decides  on  the  fums  necef- 
&ry  to  be  levied  on  the  fubjecr,  for  defraying  the 
expences  of  the  ftate,  they  will  not  fuffer  the  leaft 
alteration  of  their  decifions  on  that  fubject  to  be 
made  by  the  other  branches  of  the  legiflature. 
The  neceffity,  the  quantum,and  the  expenditure  of 
the  publick  fupplies,  are  under  their  peculiar  cog- 
nizance and  jurifdiclion.    This  fuperintendance 
has  beftowed  on  that  Houfe  all  the  reft  of  its  pow- 
ers and  privileges,  which  it  has  gradually  acquir- 
ed fince  its  firft  formation  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  3d :  It  is  therefore  highly  confident  with  the 
original  principles  of  our  conftitution,  that  the 
members  of  fociety  who  have  moft  property, 
mould  have  moft  influence  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons :  They  who  contribute  moft  largely  to  the 
publick  expence  mould  have  moft  intereft  in  that 
Houfe  which  raifes  the  funds  for  defraying  it,  and 
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directs  the  expenditure.  The  nobleman  or  com- 
moner  whofe  property  amounts  to  ten  thoufand 
pounds  yearly,  mould  have  a  greater  fway  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  than  the  poor  perfon,  whofe 
property  amounts  perhaps  only  to  the  value  of 
the  garments  which  cover  him  ;  becaufe  the  one 
contributes  largely  to  the  expences  of  the  ftate, 
the  other  little  or  nothing.  The  rich  nobleman, 
though  he  is  taxed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
proportion  to  his  property,  yet  cannot  hirnfelf  fit 
in  it,  he  is  therefore  entitled  to  influence  in  that 
aflembly,  which  he  can  no  othervvife  pofTefs  than 
by  fubftitution  ;  mod  of  what  I  have  here  urged 
will  apply  to  the  rich  commoner,  patron  of  a  bo- 
rough ;  the  principle,  on  which  his  claim  to  in- 
fluence in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refts,  is  the 
fame ;  he  indeed  may  fit  in  that  Houfe,  and  gene- 
rally does,  for  one  of  the  feats  of  his  patronized 
borough,  a  privilege  which  the  nobleman  does 
not  enjoy ;  but  the  magnitude  of  his  property 
entitles  the  commoner  to  more  intereft  there  than 
one  feat  can  confer  upon  him.  The  great  flakes 
of  both  the  rich  nobleman  and  commoner  in  the 
ftate  generally  fecure  their  attachment  to  it ;  and 
engage  both  themfelves  and  their  adherents  to 
fupport  the  real  interefls  of  their  country ;  becaufe 
by  fo  doing  they  fupport  their  own.  And  this 
mixture  of  ariftocratick  influence  with  the  demo- 
cratick  part  of  our  conflitution,  is  admirably 
adapted  to  the  correction  of  exceiTes  and  of  errors 
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incident  to  both,  and  harmonizes  that  unrivalled 
conftitution.    You  do  not,  fir,  urge  the  objecti- 
ons againft  that  part  of  our  parliamentary  repre- 
fentation,  which  proceeds  from  fuch  patronized 
boroughs,  as  are  not  venal,  with  a  good  grace  ; 
you  never  would  have  fat  in  parliament,  if  fuch 
reprefentation  had  not  exiftence  in  our  conftitu- 
tion ;  neither  your  family,  fortune,  or  acquire- 
ments could  give  you  any  rational  hope  of  fuch 
a  diftincHon*    Until  the  laft  parliament,  when 
the  citizens  of  Dublin  were  fo  far  deceived  by 
your  preceding  conduct,  as  to  return  you  one  of 
their  reprefentatives,  you  never  had  a  feat  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  except  for  a  patronized  bo- 
rough, and  whilft  you  fat  in  parliament,  as  the 
fubftitute  of  a  nobleman,  by  whofe  intereft  you 
were  returned,  we  never  heard  of  your  prefent 
defperate  project  of  pretended  reform,  nor  what 
you  now  ftile  emancipation  ;  the  fupport  of  the 
proteftant  afcendancy,  a  term  coined  by  you,  was 
then  your  cant  ;  your  patron,  if  you  had  then 
difclofed  your  malignant   defigns  againft  the 
church  and  ftate,  might  have  difcarded  you. 
Yet  notwithftanding  your  original  admiffion  into 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  reprefentative  for  a 
patronized  borough,  which  I  {hall  always  confi- 
der  a  publick  misfortune,  I  muft  at  the  fame 
time  avow  my  approbation  of  that  mode  of  re- 
prefentation in  a  qualified  degree,  as  well  for  the 
reafons  1  have  given,  as  becaufe  I  have  known 
fome  of  the  greateft  ornaments  of  their  country, 
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and  men  who  have  done  the  mod  fignal  fervices 
to  it,  introduced  into  that  Houfe  by  fuch  means. 


The  objection,  that  many  perfons  well  intitled 
to  the  freedom  of  corporations,  are  notwithstand- 
ing excluded  by  electioneering  intrigue,  is  fully 
anfwered  by  ftating,  that  they  have  their  legal 
remedies  for  fuch  injuftice  by  writs  of  manda- 
mus, and  all  abufes  in  corporations  except  the 
venality  above  mentioned,  and  that  too  in  fome 
degree,  is  remediable,  by  the  due  courfe  of  the 
exifting  laws  of  the  land,  by  writs  of  quo  warran- 
to, and  informations  in  the  nature  of  quo  war- 
ranto, and  require  not  any  new  fpecies  of  reform 
whatfoever  ;  the  exifting  laws  duly  exerted  and 
which  it  is  in  the  power  of  all  injured  parties  con- 
ftantly  to  refort  to,  and  to  demand  their  effectual 
exertion,  fecuring  the  pure  and  undefiled  exer- 
cife  of  the  rights  conferred  on  a  borough  at  its 
original  creation. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  original  conftitution  of 
fome  boroughs  is  vicious,  in  conferring  the 
whole  privilege  of  electing  reprefentatives  in  par- 
ment  on  a  fovereign  and  twelve  burgeffes ;  it  is 
to  be  remarked,  that  very  few  boroughs  in  this 
kingdom  are  fo  conftituted,  the  charters  of  an  infi- 
nite majority  of  the  corporations  in  this  kingdom, 
confer  the  privilege  of  voting  for  reprefentatives 
in  parliament,  on  the  fovereigns,  burgeffes,  and 
freemen  at  large  ;  and  with  refpect  to  fuch  as  are 
fo  conftituted,  it  may  be  urged,  that  the  invert- 
ing 
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ing  the  principal  inhabitants  of  fome  boroughs 
with  the  privilege  of  electing  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  for  fuch  boroughs  exclufively,  was 
by  no  means  an  unreafonable  exertion  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  but  is  well  warran- 
ted by  that  principle  of  the  conftitution,  which 
directs,  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple in  parliament  fliould  be  regulated,  not 
by  numbers,  but  by  property  and  refpectabi- 
lity  ;  the  principal  inhabitants  or  landholders  in 
fueh  boroughs  are  aftually  reprefented  in  parlia- 
ment, the  others  virtually,  and  fuch  conftitution 
may  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  circumftances 
of  fome  boroughs.  The  exclufion  of  the  great 
mafs  of  the  people  from  interfering  in  the  electi- 
on of  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  or  from  the 
elective  franchife,  by  the  prefent  ftate  of  borough 
reprefentation,  i  confider  as  the  bulwark,  and  not 
as  a  weak  and  faulty  part,  of  our  conftitution- 
From  the  firft  dawn  of  the  Englim  conftituti- 
on to  the  prefent  day,  the  members  enjoying  the 
elective  franchifes  in  England  never  amounted  to 
one  fixtieth  part  of  the  people.  The  cafe  has 
been  the  fame  in  Ireland  fince  the  communicati- 
on of  the  Englim.  conftitution  to  this  country, 
and  it  muft  always  continue  fo,  whilft  the  aflual 
reprefentation  of  property  and  refpectability,  and 
virtual  reprefentation  of  numbers,  continue  to  be 
principles  of  the  conftitution.  In  Britain,  a 
country  whofe  inhabitants  are  moftly  of  the 
fame  religious  perfuafion,  which  has  been  long 
fubject:  to  a  regular  fyftem  of  Laws,  a  due  ad- 
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miniftration  of  juftice,  and  where  the  laws  meet 
with  due  reverence  and  fubmiflion,  a  dilation  of 
the  elective  franchife,  in  fome  moderate  degree, 
perhaps  might  not  be  attended  with  any  deftruc- 
tive  convulfion  ;  the  fituation  of  this  country  is 
the  very  reverfe  of  that  of  Britain  in  all  the  above 
particulars  ;  and  if  projects  of  reform  are  reject- 
ed in  Britain,  as  tending  to  anarchy  and  revoluti- 
on, there  are  reafons  for  rejecting  them  here  a 
thoufand  fold  ftronger  than  the  reafons  which 
have  decided  their  rejection  in  the  filler  country ; 
and  how  very  ridiculous  is  your  argument,  or 
rather  declamation,  againft  the  prefent  parlia- 
mentary conftitution  of  Ireland,  calling  it  a  bo- 
rough  parliament  1  and  Jlating  that  it  was  adequate 
to  the  management  of  Ireland  whilft  it  continued  a  pro- 
vince >  but  abfurd  and  inapplicable  when  that  province 
became  a  nation  !  Ireland  though  a  kingdom  w  ith 
an  independent  legiflature,  is  ftill,  and  I  hope  ever 
will  be,  a  province  of  the  Britiih  empire ;  and  its 
parliamentary  conftitution  is  the  very  fame  with 
that  of  Great  Britain.  The  boroughs  in  England 
are  as  numerous  in  proportion  as  the  boroughs 
in  Ireland,  nor  are  they  a  whit  more  indepen- 
dent, more  chafte,  or  more  incorrupt  ;  if  Ireland 
has  a  borough  parliament,  fo  has  Great  Britain  ; 
the  latter  is  a  nation,  at  leaft  in  as  large  a  fenfe 
of  the  word,  as  the  former,  that  parliament  has 
been  found  adequate  to  the  management  of 
Great  Britain,  and  a  limilar  parliament  has  been 
found,  and  I  truft  ever  will  be  found,  adequate 
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to  the  management  of  Ireland,  whether  it  be  a 
province,  a  nation,  or  both  ;  and  both  it  may  be, 
and  is.  I  truft  I  have  already  (hewn,  that  your 
project  of  pretended  reform,  built  on  the  princi- 
ple of  extending  actual  reprefentation  to  the  mafs 
of  the  people,  that  is,  of  regulating  it  by  num- 
bers, not  by  property,  teems  with  deflruction, 
mbverfion,  and  rebellion  ;  that  like  Pandora's 
box,  it  is  a  compofition  of  all  the  plagues  with 
which  the  human  race  was  ever  afHicted  ;  and 
confequently  that  it  is  the  true  interefl  of  every 
lover  of  his  country,  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
land, whether  proteftants  of  the  eftabliflied  church, 
diflenters,  or  Romanifts,  (notwithstanding  your 
deceptious  feduclive  arts  to  inlift  the  latter  clafs 
under  your  political  ftandard)  to  join  as  one  man 
in  fupport  of  the  prefent  conftitution  of  their 
country,  and  in  maintaining  the  prefent  mode  of 
parliamentary  reprefentation,  as  they  tender  the 
prefervation  of  themfelves,  their  properties,  their 
wives,  their  children  and  the  future  welfare  of 
their  pofterity  in  general ;  that  they  ought  to 
conlider,  that  all  the  clafles  of  people  in  a  fiate, 
form  but  the  one  ftate,  and  that  the  lower  and 
poorer  clafTes,  though  excluded  from  the  elective 
franchife,  yet  are  reprefented  in  parliament  by 
members  elected  by  the  richer  and  more  refpecta- 
ble  clafles  ;  inafmuch  as  fuch  members  are  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  (late, 
which  during  the  exiftence  of  a  regular  govern- 
ment is  one  and  indivifibie,  and  not  barely,  of 
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the  perfons  who  elect  them,  who  are  but  part  of 
the  ftate  :  that  the  lower  poorer  claffes,  not  parti- 
cipating of  the  elective  franchife,  are  never  the  lefs 
virtually  reprefented,  the  richer  and  more  refpect- 
able  claries,  enjoying  the  elective  franchife,  actually  : 
and  that  virtual  reprefentation  confers  as  much  be- 
nefit on  the  reprefented,  as  affual-,  becaufe  the  re- 
prefentatives  are  bound  to  confult  and  guard  the 
interefts  of  the  whole  community  equally  that 
fuch  has  been,  and  from  the  nature  of  things  mud 
be,  the  principles  and  practice  of  every  reprefentative 
government  on  earth  :  and  that  the  extenfion  of  the 
elective  franchife  to  the  mafs  of  the  people  indif- 
criminately,  would  render  all  reprefentative  go- 
vernment impracticable,  and  would  bury  civil  li- 
berty under  its  cumbrous  ruins.  In  fhort,  a  wife 
people  will  always  confider  avaricious,  greedy,  im- 
portunate, infatiable,  projecting,  ambitious,  de- 
mogogues,  clamorous  mendicant  orators,  and 
fham  patriots,  as  the  moft  deflructive,  deteftable 
pe/ls  of  civil  fociety. 

Having  thus,  fir,  fhewn  what  amendments  and 
corrections  our  prefent  fyftem  of  parliamentary  re- 
prefentation may  (land  in  need  of,  and  how  they 
are  to  be  effected ;  and  having  fhewn,  that  the 
abufes  which  time  may  have  introduced  into  that 
fyftem,  are  very  eafily  remediable  j  that  the  cor- 
rection and  prevention  of  fuch  abufes  are  not  what 
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you  call  reform,  that  fuch  reform  is  not  only  incx= 
pedient,  but  ruinous  ;  and  that  no  general  reform 
is  necefifary ;  and  having  in  a  preceding  part  of  my 
anfwer,  expofed  the  deftructive  and  fraudulent  ten- 
dency  of  that  firft  part  of  your  reform  which  you 
call  emancipation,  and  that  your  projected  reform 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament 
would  not  give  a  conftitution  to  the  people,  nor  Ca- 
tholic emancipation  a  people  to  the  conftitution,  as 
you  quaintly  and  dogmatically  exprefs  yourfelfj 
I  fhall  proceed  to  confider  your  alleged  grievance 
of  the  influence  of  the  Englilh  Cabinet  in  Ireland, 
which  influence  you  call  a  foreign  yoke,  the  legifla- 
tive  usurpation  of  a  humiliated  and  a  tame  tyrant ! 
I  am  glad,  fir,  that  you  admit  the  Englifti  Cabinet 
to  be  a  humiliated  and  tame  tyrant,  that  is,  if  I 
underftand  you  right,  a  tyrant  deprived  of 
power,  and  confcious  of  his  impotence,-  and  if 
this  foreign  cabinet  is  deprived  of  power,  and 
confcious  of  his  impotence,  it  cannot  retain  a 
galling  influence  in  Ireland;  the  influence  of  fuch  a 
reduced  tyrant  muft  arife  either  from  the  folly  of 
thofe  who  fubmit  to  its  dictates,  or  from  their  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  the  wifdom  of  its  counfcls,  and  the 
falutary  effects  of  its  meafuresj  if  its  influence 
were  pernicious  and  deftructive,  even  the  folly  of 
thofe  who  had  for  a  time  fubmitted  to  it  could  not 
infure  its  duration,  its  exiftence  muft  be  tranfitory, 
as  it  would  be  only  during  pleafure,  and  even 
idiots  cannot  be  long  pleafed  with  that  which  is 
deftructive  and  painful ;  but  if  its  influence  arifes 
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from  the  propriety,  thejuftice,  the  wifdom,  and 
beneficence,  of  its  meafures,  its  duration  might 
be  protracted,  and  if  fuch  be  the  nature  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Englifh  Cabinet  in  Ireland,  I  hope 
it  will  long  continue.  But  firft,  fir,  I  muft  ex- 
plain your  precife  meaning  of  the  words,  Influ- 
ence of  the  Englijh  Cabinet,  and  its  legiflative  ujur- 
■pation  in  Ireland it  it  this,  that  the  meafures  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Irifh  Parliament  for  adoption  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  his  chief  fecretary, 
(always  Englifhmen  appointed  by  his  Majefty  with 
the  advice  of  his  Cabinet  Council  in  England)  are 
previous  to  their  being  propofed  here,  devifed  and 
digefted  by  his  Majefty,  and  his  Cabinet  Council 
in  England,  and  that  the  influence  of  the  fervants 
of  the  Crown  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  is  fo 
great,  that  fuch  meafures  are  generally  adopted 
here.  Your  complaints  on  this  head,  fir,  amount 
to  this;  that  it  is  a  publick  gretevance  that  his 
Majefty  ftiould  interfere  in  the  government  of  his 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  part  of  his  empire,  infepara- 
bly  annexed  to  his  imperial  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; it  is  the  duty  of  the  king,  by  his  Minifters 
to  propofe  for  the  adoption  of  Parliament  fuch 
meafures,  as  he  with  the  advice  of  his  Cabinet 
Council  fhall  deem  necefifary  or  conducive  to  the 
fafety  and  profperity  of  his  empire  :  he  has  by  the 
conftitution  an  undoubted  right  to  deliberate  on 
thofe  meafures;  he  is  rcfident  in  England,  and  is  it 
reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  he  will  approve  of  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be  recommended  by  his  fervants 
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in  this  kingdom,  as  proper  to  be  propofed  for  the 
adoption  of  his  Parliament  of  Ireland,  a  kingdom 
infeparably  annexed  to  and  dependant  upon  his 
imperial  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  without  con-* 
fuiting  with  his  Cabinet  Council  in  England,  on 
the  propriety  of  fuch  meafures,  and  in  their  ten^ 
dency  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  the  whole 
empire  ?  Any  perfon  who  maintains  the  doctrine, 
that  the  Britifh  Cabinet  Council  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere with  their  advice  to  our  common  Sovereign 
on  fuch  meafures,  is  an  enemy  to  the  connexion  of 
the  two  Countries,  and  to  the  unity  of  the  empire  ; 
the  Englifli  Cabinet  Council  giving  their  advice  to 
his  Majefty  on  Irifh  meafures,  are  fo  far  an  Irifh 
Cabinet  Council,  and  to  cut  off  all  interference  of 
the  Englifh  Cabinet  Council  in  advifing  his  Ma- 
jefty, with  refpect  to  Irifh  meafures,  is  in  effect 
to  cut  off  all  interference  of  his  Majefty  in  the  go- 
vernment of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  becaufe  he 
is  refident  in  England,  and  cannot  conftitutionally 
aft  in  meafures  which  regard  his  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land without  confulting  the  Cabinet  Counfel  in 
England,  as  fuch  meafures  ought  not  to  operate 
exclufively  for  the  benefit,  either  of  Ireland  or 
Great  Britain,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  empire  in 
general,  and  no  one  meafure  of  government  can 
operate  for  the  benefit  or  detriment  of  Ireland, 
which  does  not  operate  for  the  benefit  or  detri- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  when  the  interefts  of  both 
countries  are  rightly  under ftood :  If  his  Maflfty, 
aflifted  by  the  advice  of  his  Cabinet  Council  in 
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England  is  not  to  interfere  with  the  government  of 
his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  he  mult  approve  all  mea- 
fures, tranfmittcd  to  him  by  his  Cabinet  Counfel 
in  Ireland,  or  reject  them,  without  confulting  with 
the  Minifters  in  England,  with  whom  he  confults 
on  all  bufinefs  of  the  empire,  and  without  hearing 
them  debated,  or  in  any  manner  exercifing  his  own 
judgment  upon  them,  and  this  would  in  fact  com- 
pleatly  feparate  the  two  countries  to  the  ruin  of 
Ireland ?  whofe  welfare,  as  I  have  already  lhewn, 
depends  on  her  connexion  with  Britain ;  he  might 
remain  nominally  King  of  Ireland,  but  he  would 
be  only  nominally  fo  j  the  very  appointment  of  his 
Lieutenant  in  Ireland,  now  appointed  with  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Cabinet  Council  in  England,  would  be 
torn  from  him  by  the  doctrine,  that  the  Englifh 
Cabinet  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  affairs  of 
Ireland;  the  meafures  refpccting  Ireland  recom- 
mended by  the  Englilh  Cabinet,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  his  Secretary,  to 
the  Irifh  Parliament,  are  generally  firft  devifed 
and  digefted  by  the  Cabinet  Council  in  Ireland* 
arid  thence  tranfmitted  to  England,  for  the  ap- 
probation of  his  Majefty  :  And  I  do  not  find 
that  fuch  meafures  receive  any  greater  countenance 
or  patronage  from  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  than 
the  meafures  of  government  in  Great  Britain  re- 
ceive from  the  Parliament  of  that  country;  fuch 
meafures  are  freely  debated,  varied,  approved,  or 
rejected,  in  both  Parliaments.  And  the  Cabinet 
Council  of  England,  or  rather  his  Majefty,  (for  it 
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is  his  Majefty's  lawful  influence  with  his  Irifh 
Parliament  you  really  mean,  when  you  talk  of 
the  influence  of  the  Englilh  Cabinet  in  Ireland, 
and  it  is  the  lawful  exertion  of  his  Majefty's 
Prerogative   as  Sovereign   of  this    realm  you 
mean  to  exclude)  has   no  more   influence  in 
the  Irifh  parliament,  than  in  the  Britilh.  To 
Ihew  it  is  ^Majefty 's  lawful  authority  you  mean 
to  abolifh  in  this  kingdom,  when  you  talk  of  cxtin- 
guifhing  the  influence  of  the  Englilh  Cabinet,  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  his  Majefty  never  exercifes 
his  kingly  office  in  the  general  affairs  of  govern- 
ment, and  particularly  in  devifing  political  mea~ 
fures  to  be  propofed  to  his  Parliament  for  their  ap- 
probation, without  firft  advifing  with  his  Cabinet 
Council ;  and  you  (late  precuely,  that  the  unconfti* 
tutional  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  what  you  falfely 
fliley  the  profcription  of  the  Catholicksy  are  the  fun- 
damental caufes  of  the  difcontent  and  jealoufy  of 
Ireland j  now  what  you  here  ftile  the  influence  of 
the  Crown,  you  in  other  parts  of  your  addrefs  ftile 
the  influence  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland :  and  in  truth  throughout  the 
whole  addrefs,  the  molt  abufive  effufion  of  malice 
I  have  ever  read  !  you  make  ufe  of  the  words  Mi- 
nifters  of  the  Crown  and  Britifh  Cabinet \  to  fignify 
the  Crown  and  the  King  himfelf,  by  way  of  a  little 
quibbling  defence  againft  legal  profecution.  When- 
ever you  mention  any  of  our  deceafed  Monarchs, 
the  abufe  of  whom  is  not  by  law  punilhable, 
you  call  them3  as  well  as  their  Minifters  in 
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plain  terms,  murderers,  robbers,  and  cheats ;  it 
would  be  as  yet,  you  well  know,  fomewhat  dan- 
gerous to  apply  the  fame  opprobrious  Billingfgate 
language  to  the  reigning  Monarch.  What  you 
ftile  unconstitutional  influence  of  the  Crown,  or  of 
the  Britifti  Cabinet  in  Parliament,  is  nothing  more 
or  lefs,  than  the  influence  in  Parliament  which  the 
laws  give  to  the  reigning  Monarch,  and  without 
which  he  would  be  no  Sovereign  whatfoever ;  in 
fliort,  you  mean  his  prerogative,  as  conferred  and 
defined  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  which  is  his  con- 
stitutional influence,  and  the  depriving  him  of 
which  would  in  fact  be  his  depolition. 

The  reform  you  propofed  and  whofe  conftitution 
you  in  fome  meafure  explain  in  the  Litany  with  which 
you  conclude  your  addrefs,  would  banifri  from  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  all  kingly  and  ariftocratick 
influence,  and  would  render  all  Monarchical  go- 
vernment impracticable ;  it  would  in  fact  extinguifh 
the  Monarchy,  and  fubftitute  in  its  place  a  demo- 
cratick  republick,  and  all  your  rant  of  bombaftick 
figurative  nonfenfe,  calculated  to  blind  the  intel- 
lectual vifion  (to  ule  your  own  phrafe)  of  your 
readers  by  the  dud  of  the  rubbifh,  "  fuch  as  felf- 
"  legi/Iation,  baptizing  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  with 
<f  royalty,  the  people,  being fponfors  for  their  allegi- 
"  ance  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecls.  Kings  are 
"  but  fatellites,  your  freedom  is  the  luminary  that 
"  has  called  them  to  the  fkies,yy  and  above  all  that 
conclufive  effort  of  your  fublime  and  poetick  ge- 
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nius,  for  which  you  certainly  merit  rank  amongft 
authors,  the  quotations  from  whofe  works  illuftrate 
the  precepts  contained  in  the  art  of  finking  in  poe- 
try >  in  which  you  fo  happily  blend  the  ideas  of  the 
fpindle,  the  diftaff,  and  the  fchool  boys  top,  with 
that  of  the  revolution  of  the  planets  round  the  fun 
from  the  principle  of  attraction,  in  the  following 
elegant  effufion  !  u  Reform  is  a  principle  of  attrac- 
"  Hon  about  which  the  King  and  people  would  Jpin 
<c  on  quietly  and  infenfibly  in  regular  movements,  and. 

in  a fyftem  common  to  them  both"  all  this  rant  I  fay, 
is  thundered  forth  pell  mell  on  the  reader,  with  a 
view  the  more  effectually  to  conceal  the  hideous 
afpect  of  your  gorgon  project,  and  to  prevent  and 
obviate  the  terrors  and  deteftation  it  would  create 
in  the  minds  of  all  people,  if  it  were  feen  in  all  its 
native  horrible  deformity ! 

Having,  fir,  thus  examined  and  expofed  the  na- 
ture of  your  pretended  grievances  and  propofed 
remedies,  I  ihall  proceed  to  the  epitome  of  your 
principles  as  let  forth  in  this  addrefs.  You  (late 
that  the  Minifter  of  the  Crown  has  endeavoured 
"  to  render  the  King  in  Parliament  every  thing  and 
u  the  people  nothing,  that  fuch  attempt  renders  him, 
"  the  Minifter,  more  a  traitor  to  the  conftitution, 
"  than  the  people  would  be  to  the  King,  if  they 
"  Ihould  advance  in  arms  and  place  their  leader 
"  on  the  Throne,  beeaufe  in  them  it  would  be  on- 
"  ly  rebellion  againft  their  creature,  the  King,  but 
**  in  the  other  it  would  be  rebellion  againft  his 
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"  Creator  the  people/'  by  the  word  other  here  you 
"  do  not  point  out  the  Minifter,  but  the  King 
Becaufe  by  the  word  other  you  mean  the  perfon 
created  by  the  people,  that  is,  as  you  ftate  it,  the 
King.  There  is  indeed  a  fort  of  juggling  confu- 
fion  in  the  whole  paragraph,  which  demonftrates, 
that  when  you  ufe  the  word  Minifter  of  the  Crown, 
you  really  mean  the  King;  and  that  you  frequently 
re  fort  to  this  fpecies  of  quibble  from  the  cautionary 
motives  already  mentioned. 

From  this  paragraph  it  appears,  you  deny  that 
the  King  and  his  Parliament  conjointly  compofe 
the  fupreme  power  of  the  ftate  :  that  is,  the  King, 
Lords  and  Commons  acting  in  a  body :  but  that 
there  is  a  power  infinitely  above  them,  veiled  in 
the  people  at  large  :  and  although  the  people  com- 
pofe one  eftate  of  the  Parliament,  by  their  repre- 
fentatives  duly  elected,  yet  that  the  mafs  of  the 
people  ftill  remains  the  fupreme  power  in  the 
ftate,  (as  there  muft  be  fome  fupreme  power  in 
every  ftate)  and  are  not  bound  by  the  ordinances 
to  which  they  confent  by  their  delegates.    This  is 
a  novel  doctrine  unknown  to  the  Britifh  Conftitu- 
tion,  extracted  from  the  modern  French  Code  of 
Jurifprudence.    By  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  the 
King  in  Parliament,  that  is,  acting  in  conjunction 
with  his  Parliament,  acts  in  conjunction  with  his 
people,  and  therefore  to  alfert,  that  the  King  in 
Parliament  can  be  every  thing,  and  the  people  no- 
thing, would  be  a  blunder,  if  you  did  not  mean  to 
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afiert,  that  the  mafs  of  the  people,  though  repre- 
fented  in  Parliament,  yet  remain  the  fupreme 
power  of  the  ftate.     A  fecond  novel  principle, 
avowed  in  this  paragraph  is,  that  no  aft  whatever 
committed  by  the  people  againft  the  King,  can 
amount  to  rebellion,  even  though  they  lhould  ad- 
vance in  arms,  and  place  their  leader  on  the  Throne, 
becaufe  as  you  ftate,  the  people  is  the  Creator \  the 
King  the  Creature,  and  the  Creator  can  never 
commit  rebellion  againft  his  Creature  :  It  follows 
alfo  as  a  corollary  from  this  doctrine,  that  the  peo- 
ple, the  Creator,  may  at  their  pleafure  annihilate 
their  Creature,  the  King,  becaufe  from  the  very 
nature  of  Creation,  the  Creature  has  no  right  to 
a  longer  exiftence,  than  it  mall  pteafe  its  Creator 
to  limit,  who  may  at  any  time  juftly  put  an  end 
to  that  exiftence.    A  third  novel  doctrine  contain- 
ed in  this  paragraph  is,  that  every  attempt  of  the 
King  and  Parliament  to  fecure,  or  to  exercifc,  a 
fupreme  authority  in  the  ftate,  is  in  the  King  a 
wicked  rebellion  againft  his  Creator,  the  people, 
for  which  he,  and  the  Parliament  his  abettors  in 
fuch  attempt,  deferve  the  punifhment  of  rebellion,, 
that  is,  death  and  confifcation  :  and  that  the  peo- 
ple inflicting  fuch  penalties  on  him  and  his  abet- 
tors, are  'acting  juftly  and  conftitutionally.  This 
principle  too  is  extracted  from  the  French  Code* 
The  French  Philofophers  dethroned  and  beheaded 
their  King,  becaufe  a  few  of  his  adherents  prefum- 
ed  to  defend  him  from  affafiination  in  his  own  pa- 
lace, by  the  mob,  that  js  the  people,  and  he  and 
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they  therefore;  according  to  the  new  French  Code, 
committed  rebellion  againft  their  fovcreign,  the 
people,  and  were  juftly  condemned  to  death :  A 
fourth  novel  doctrine  advanced  by  you,  is  that 
fuch  attempt  in  King  and  Parliament  would  be  a 
wickeder  act  of  rebellion  in  Ireland,  more  a  rebel- 
lion in  equity  ( abjurd  combination !)  than  in  any 
other  country,  becaufe,  as  you  exprefsly  ftate,  fuch 
attempt  would  be  the  "  Introduction  not  only  of  a 
<c  Deffoticky  but  a  foreign  Toke"  and  in  another 
part  you  ftate  the  King  to  be  an  abfentee :  that  is, 
though  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  form  but  one 
Empire,  and  though  the  King  refides  within 
that  Empire,  yet  as  he  does  not  refide  in  Ire- 
land, he  is  a  foreigner  and  an  abfentee,  and 
Great  Britain,  as  to  Ireland  is  a  ftreign  coun- 
try. How  much  you  intend  to  encourage  loy- 
alty in  Ireland,  and  to  fofter  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  by  inculcating  fuch  doc- 
trines, I  mail  leave  to  the  pub  lick  to  judge,  and 
they  no  doubt  will  do  juftice  to  your  fentiments ; 
notwithstanding  the  impudent,  hypocritical,  and 
fraudulent  ejaculations  of  qualified  attachment  to 
kingly  power,  and  to  that  connexion,  contained  in 
the  fpecies  of  Litany  with  which  you  clofe  your  ad- 
drefs.  You  have  officioufly,  zealoufly,  and  em- 
phatically juftified  the  inhuman  Irifh  MafTacre  of 
all  the  Proteftants  in  this  kingdom,  which  the 
Popifh  Rebels  of  1641  could  lay  their  hands  upon, 
men,  women,  and  children,  as  I  have  already 
fhewn :  you  not  only  juftify  the  prefent  horrible 

aflaflination 


(    299  ) 

afiaflinations  and  robberies,  nightly  committed 
throughout  many  parts  of  this  kingdom,  by  popular 
and  energetick  Romanics,  United  Irifhmen,  but  you 
applaud  them — expreffing  yourfelf  thus,  as  I  have 
already  noticed  concerning  them,  they  are  the 
effects  of  <c  the  fpirit  of  political  reformation" 
and  even  in  thefe  cafes  where  charged  to  be  car- 
ried to  "  confifcation,  it  is  evident  from  the  charge 
"  itfelf  that  confifcation  looks  to  political  vengeance, 
"  not,  private  plunder,  it  is  a  publick  caufe,  and  let 
•c  no  man  perfuade  you  that  it  is  not  the  caufe  of 
"  Liberty  on  one  fide  and  Tyranny  on  the  other" 
Confifcation  means  the  feizing  of  the  goods  and 
property  of  felons  and  traitors,  and  fecuring  them 
for  the  ufe  of  the  publick.  Attend,  ye  citizens  of 
Dublin!  Mr.  Henry  Grattan,  who  once  fat  in 
Parliament  as  one  of  your  Reprefentatives,  pub- 
lilhes  an  addrefs  to  you,  in  which  with  moft  un- 
paralleled impudence,  he  juftfiies  and  applauds  the 
nightly  afiaflinations  and  robberies  of  the  United 
Irifhmen !  Thefe  murderers  and  robbers,  whofe 
atrocities  make  the  very  blood  of  every  honeft 
man  in  the  kingdom  run  cold  at  the  recital,  he 
tells  you,  are  all  glorious  patriots  acting  in  the 
caufe  of  liberty  againft  tyranny  !  their  robberies 
he  calls  confij cations,  that  is  the  lawful  feizure  of 
the  property  of  traitors  to  be  applied  to  the  pub- 
lick  ufe  !  According  to  him  all  your  friends  and 
relations  flaughtered  in  their  beds  at  night,  have 
been  juftly  put  to  death  as  traitors  to  the  publick 
caufe  of  liberty,  and  their  property  has  been  juftly 
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feized  by  the  murderers,  to  be  applied  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  army  of  United  Irifhmen !  The  horrible 
mafifacre  of  your  anceftors,  according  to  him,  was 
alfo  a  juft  exertion  of  publick  fpirit  in  a  fimilar 
glorious  caufe  of  liberty !  Such,  fir,  are  the  contents 
of  your  addrefs  to  your  former  Conftituents,  an 
addrefs  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  never  yet  furpafTed, 
nay  I  may  fay  equalled,  in  arrogance,  impudence, 
falfehood,  mifreprefentation,  rancour,  and  wick- 
ednefs,  by  any  publication,  which  ever  made  its 
appearance,  and  efcaped  with  impunity,  in  any  ci- 
vilized country  under  the  Sun;  you  know,  fir, 
I  have  neither  mifquoted  nor  mifreprefented  you, 
and  I  recommend  you  very  heartily  to  the  patron- 
age and  protection  of  your  mafters,  the  Jacobin^ 
in  Great  Britain,  and  of  their  brethren  in  France 
and  Ireland;  they  never  yet  met,  and  never  will 
meet,  with  any  human  creature  more  deferving  of 
the  countenance  and  protection  of  fuch  a  refpecta- 
ble  fociety. 

I  ftiall  now,  fir,  conclude  my  anfwer,  by  a  fort 
of  Litany,  as  you  conclude  your  addrefs,  firft.  ob- 
ferving,  that  your  laft  ejaculation — c<  However  it 
"  may  pleafe  the  Almighty  to  difpofeof  Princes,  and 
u  of  Parliaments — may  the  liberties  of  the  people 
"  be  immortal"  openly  teaches  that  a  limited 
monarchy,  a  government  founded  on  the  joint 
powers  of  a  King,  Lords,  and  Reprefentatives  ot 
the  people,  is  not  the  bed  or  only  mode  of  fecur- 
ing  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecls,  that  fuch  liberty 
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may  not  only  fubfift,  but  may  be  of  fo  permanent 
a  nature,  as  to  be  immortal  under  a  government 
without  King  or  Parliament,  that  is  under  a  Jacobin 
Democratick  Republick,  with  a  fervent  prayer  for 
the  eftablifhment  of  which  government,  you  con- 
clude your  addrefs,  and  a  very  proper  and  confif- 
tent  conclufion  it  is  ! 

Now  for  my  Litany  s 

May  the  prefent  Conftitution  of  the  Britifh  Em- 
pire be  Immortal ;  and  may  the  King  always  enjoy 
that  influence  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  with 
which  the  conftitution  has  invefted  him,  and  which 
is  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  the  good  government 
of  the  Empire ! 

May  the  Parliamentary  Conftitution  be  Immor- 
tal ;  and  may  it  always  be  an  operative  part  of  the 
Conftitution,  confining  the  kingly  power  within 
conftitutional  limits  only;  and  may  it  never  be  able 
or  inclined  to  encroach  on  the  conftitutional  au- 
thority of  the  Crown,  but  may  that  authority,  be 
for  ever  able  to  maintain  its  own  Conftitutional 
Rights ! 

May  the  Houfe  of  Commons  flourifh  ;  may  it 
ever  be  elected  by  the  opulent  and  moft  refpectable 
part  of  the  people  only ;  and  may  the  whole  com- 
munity, and  the  common  intereft  of  the  whole 
Empire,  be  the  only  objects  of  its  care  ! 
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May  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  be  Immortal  ;  may  the  Britifh  Empire  be 
one  and  indivifible ;  and  may  the  traitorous  at- 
tempts, of  all  greedy,  clamorous,  fturdy  beggars, 
mendicant  orators,  mam  patriots,  defperate  pro- 
jectors, French  agents,  and  fpies,  and  Jacobin  in- 
cendiaries, to  feparate  this  nation  from  the  Britifh 
Empire,  be  abortive  ! 

May  all  fuch  Traitors  abjure  the  realm  and  de- 
part (to  ufe  the  phrafe  of  Mr.  Henry  Grattan) 
"  riding  on  the  waves  of  the  Atlantick"  or  may 
they  meet  the  Fate  of  Macheath's  gang  in  the 
opera,  and  be  all  either  hanged  or  tranfported. 

May  the  Proteftant  religion,  as  now  eftablifhed 
by  law,  continue  to  be  the  eftablifhed  religion  of 
the  ftate,  and  the  Proteftant  afcendancy  in  Church 
and  State  be  Immortal ;  may  all  its  profeflbrs  be 
infpired  with  true  chriftian  courage,  piety,  and 
charity  j  and  may  all  diflenters  from  that  chriftian 
communion,  of  whatfoever  denomination,  be  re- 
conciled and  converted  to  it ;  and  until  it  mall 
pleafe  the  Almighty,  fo  to  illuminate  their  under- 
standings, as  to  work  fuch  a  change  in  their  opi- 
nions, may  they  enjoy  perfect  civil  Freedom  in  the 
fulleft  and  faireft  fenfe,  but  may  all  fuch  of  them 
as  erroneoufly  maintain  doctrines,  fubverfive  of 
the  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  ftate,  as  points  of 
faith,  be  excluded  from  all  functions,  offices  and 
employments  in  the  ftate,  which  would  furnifti 
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them,  with  opportunity  and  power  to  fubvert,  or 
to  attempt  to  fubvert  the  Conftitution  of  the  Em- 
pire !  May  the  perfect  civil  freedom  of  the  fubject, 
never  be  artfully  confounded  with  the  enjoyment, 
or  capability  of  enjoyment,  of  the  political  power 
of  the  ftate ;  and  may  exclufion  from  fuch  functi- 
ons, offices  and  employments,  of  all  members  of 
any  feci:  of  chriftians,  which  maintain  as  points  of 
faith,  doctrines  fubverfive  of  the  laws  and  conlti- 
tution of  the  ftate,  continue,  as  long  as  they  mail 
perfift  in  profefiing  and  maintaining  fuch  doc- 
trines ! 

PATRICK  DUIGENANr 
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